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THE DUKE OF BURGUNDY MARCHES FROM THI 
CITY OF ROUEN, WITH THE INTENTION O^ 
COMBATING THE DUKE OF LANCASTEk AND 
THE ENGLISH.— -THE TWO ARMIES ARE EN« 
CAMPED OPPOSITE TO EACH OTHER AT 
TOtlRNEHEM *. 

X^HEN the duke of Lancaftcr was arrived at 
^ ^ Calais, as has been before mentioned, and 
had refreflied his army a little, he was not willing 
to remain there without performing fome warlike 
deeds upon the French: he therefore marched 
out with his two marfhals and full three hundred 
lances, with as many archers. They pafled 
through Guincsf, and continued their march until 
they had croffed the river Doftrc, and overran that 
whole country. They turned towards the abbey 



♦ Tournchcm,— a fmall town of Artois, bailiwick of St. 
Oxncr. 

t Gaines»— 4 town in Picardy> two leagues and a half frotrf 
'Calais. 
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of Liqties ♦, where they coUeAed a large boot/j 
which they brought fafe with them to Calais. 

On another day, he made an excurfion towards 
Boulogne, where he did much damage to the flat 
countries. 

The count Guy de St. Pol and fir Galeran his 
fon were at the time in the city of Tcrouenne, with 
many men at arms ; but they made no fally againft 
the Englifli, when they were on thcfe expeditions, 
for they did not think themfelves fufficiently ftrong 
to oppofe them in the field. 

News was brought to the king of France, who 
at that time was holding his court at Rouen in the 
greateft pomp and magnificence, that the duke of 
Lancafler wds come to Calais, and that from thence 
he was daily making inroads into France. When 
the king and his council heard this, their minds 
were occupied on a different fubjedt i for this fame 
week the duke of Burgundy was to embark with 
his whole army, confifting of upwards of three 
thouiand fighting men, to invade England. 

The king demanded fi-om his prelates and coun* 
cil what was bcft to be done, fuppofing the En- 
glilh had croffcd the fea, whether to advance to 
them and offer battle, or to continue their plan of 
operation for the invafion of England. This lafl: 
propofition wajs given up, and orders fcnt to the 
French army ro break up their quarters in and near 
Rouen as foon as poflible, and to prepare every 
thing for marching towards Calais with the duke 
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Abbey of Li<jucs,— diocefe of Boulogne fur men 

of 



of Burgundy, 5uch were the commands of the 
king of France, for he was dciirous of combating; 
the Englifh on that fide of the water. 

The men at arms heard thcfc orders with grea) 
joy, and were foon ready. The duke of Bur- 
gundy, with his whole army, took the field, and 
formed his march fo as to crofs the river Somme 
at Abbeville. He continued until he came to 
Montrieul ♦ fur mer, and from thence to Hcfdin f 
and St. Paul ;):, where they halted for the rear of 
the army to jbin them. 

News was brought to the duke of Lancafter> 
that the French were on their march to offer him 
battle J upon which the duke, with his whole army, 
left Calais, and took up their quarters in the valley 
of Tournehem. He had not been •long there 
before that gallant knight fir Robert de Namur 
came in grand array to fcrve under him, with a 
hundred lances of good men at arms, accom* 
panied with knights and fquires. 

The duke of Lancafl:er was much rejoiced on 
his arrival, and faid : * My good uncle, you arc 
heartily welcome ; for they fay that the duke of 
Burgundy is on his march, and wiflies to fight 
with us.' Sir Robert replied, * My lord, by 
God*s help, we will willingly meet him.' 

* Montrieul,— a lovvn in Picardy, feventeen leagues and a 
half from Calais. 

f Hefdin,— a ilrong town in Artois, eighteen leagues and a 
htlf froni Calais. 

t St. PauI>-*-a finall town in Picardy, diocefe of Beauvais. 

The 
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^hfi Knglifb found good ma^fttrs io the v^Uey 
Tqi^rnchan, whi^re they fortified themfelvts with 
Urong hedges, ^4 there came daily to them pro- 
yfi&on in abundaace from Calais. Their light horfe 
icoiLired the country of Guincs> but they gained 
HtUe i for all the low countries had been fpoiled^ 
ar>d their mpft valuable things p^ried for fa^ty to 
^ adjoining fi>rtrefies. 

The duke of Burgundy arrived with all his chi- 
V^ry, and fixed his quarters at the hill of Tour- 
nehem, where his marfhals immediately encamped 
the men at arms oppofite: to where the Englifh 

Uy- 

The French lodged themfclves orderly, and 

t^ithout del^ : they took ^ up much ground, and 

' with good reafon ; for I have had it mentioned to 

spi; as a certain fad, that the duke of Burgundy 

had under h\% command four thoufand good 

1 knigljte* You. may judge therefore of the great 

ij difference between the two armies. 

;[ £aph drmy reni^ned in thefe ppfitions a confi- 

derable time without doing any thing ; for the 

I duke of Burgundy, notwithftanding he was fo much 

£iperior in force, and had with him, of good men 
at arms, feven to one, would not engage without 
the pofitivc order? of the king of France, his 
brother, who was not dcfirous of it. In truth, 
had the French come forward to battle, the Eng- 
lifh would not have refiifcd it j for they were daily 
drawn out, and in readinefs to receive them. They 
had made every preparation, and each perfon 
knew what he was to do, fliould the enemy fhew 

any 



any inclination to fight : but becaufe they were Co ^ 
ihudl a body^ and fo well fortified^ they would 
not foolifhly lofe an advant^ by quitting their 
camp. 

SoiAt knights advanced fro'ih each army tr> 
Ikif mi(h i and, as ufikal in fuch tflfes, fometihies 
one iide gained^ and fometiihes the other. 

The earl of Flaadfcrs, at this tSme, wto very 
anxious for the honour and reputation of the dtikc 
of Bui:gundy> his (bn-^in-Iaw : he refided in a hand- 
fotne houfe which he had lately built near Co 
6hent X he frequendy heard from or ferit to the 
duke, by meffenger^ iVho were cohftantly ethplo^. 
ed'on this ibrvice, The earl ^ngly advifed h^ 
ibiii-in-la^, fot his own honour, hot to exceed, Hii 
any account, the orders which he had rtceiVed 
from bis brother the Hihg of France^ or from hik 
council^ 

We will now return to the alffitihs of the diftaftt 
provinces, whkf-e the knights |i^ ftequently mblt 
employiticntj" and met with ^dvfcn^iilrcs in greatbh 
abundahce than any ^here elfe^ on $ccOi^t of th^ 
war biding carried on marc vigbroufly. 
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CHAP H- 

SIR JOHN CHANDOI^ DOES GREAT MISCHIEF TO, 

THE PROVINCE OF ANJOU, HE DESPOILS TH? 

ESTATES OF THE VISCOUNT DE ROCHE-CHOU- 
ART^ EX9EPT TH^ FOI^TRESSES AND STRONG 
HOLDS. 

Tr\tHHNG the time of thi3 expedition to Tour- 
•*^ nchem> and in that neighhourhopd, fomc 
feats of arms were performed in Poitou , which 
ought not to be forgotten. Sir John Chandos^ 
being fcncfchal of Poitou, and a hardy and valiant 
knight, had a great dcfire to meet the French ; 
hc' therefore did not remain long idle, but coUeft- 
cd, during the time he paffed at Poitiers a body of 
jnen at arras, Englilh an,d Poitevins, and faid he 
would make an incurfion with them towards AnjoUj 
and return by Touraine, to look at the French 
who were affembled in thofe parts. He fent infor- 
mation of the c^fpedition he meditated to the earl 
of Pembroke, who was in garrifpn at Montagne * 
fur mer, with two hundred lances. 

The earl was much pleafed with this intelli- 
gence, and would willingly have been of the party ; 
but his attendants and fome knights of his council 
prevented him, by faying ; * My lord, you are a 
young and noble knight, formed to excel : if you 



• Montagne,— a town in Saintonge, on the Garonne. 

at 



it this moment unite yourfelf with fir John Chandoa 
and his army^ he will obtain all the glory of the 
expedition, and you will be only named as his 
companion. It is therefore more proper for you» 
who are of fuch high rank and birth, to a£t for* 
yourfelf, and let fir John Chandos do fo on his 
part, who is but a knight-bachelor when com- 
pared with you/ 

Thefe and fuch like words cooled the ardour 
of the earl of Pembroke, who, having no longer 
any wifh to go, fcnt an excufe to fir John 
C^handos. 

Sir John would not, however, give up his en- 
tcrprife, but ordered his rendezvous at Poitiers; 
from whence he marched, with three hundred 
lances, knights and fquires, and two hundred 
archers. In this number were, lord Thonuu 
Percy, fir Stephen Coffington, fir Richard dc 
Pontchardon, fir Euftace d'Ambredcourt, fir 
Richard Taunton, lord Thomas Spencer, fir Ncle 
Loring, the earl of Angus*, fif Thomas Banafl:re, 
fir John Trivet, fir William de Montendre, fir 
Maubrins de Ltnieres, fir.Geoffiy d'Argenton, and 
feveral odier knights and fquires. 

Thefe men at arms and archers marched boldly 
^th and in good array, a^ if going upon fome 



* David king pf Scotland created (u* John Stuart of Bonkill 
earl of Angus. He and his heirs iield the eftates, but the Um- 
phravilles of England (the eari mentioned in the text) grafped 
at the title for many genera;iQn8.-r/'w^'''/«»'^ Hifi* <f ScofUmtl» 
vol. i. p. 7. 
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grand eoterprife, and, having paflfed dinuig^ 4y$ 
province of PoitDu, entered that of Anjoii. Whm 
they were arrived in that country, they fixed thpir 
quarters ip the Hat parts of it, and fent out their 
light divifion$ to bum and deftroy every things 
They, did iqfiiute * mi&hief to. this rich ^nd fino 
country, wittiout any onp attempting to prevent 
them i and they remained there upwards of fifteeq 
daysj e^ecially in that part of it called the Lou- 
dunois. 

: Tliey. retreated from Anjou down the river 
Creufe, which fcparates Touraine from Poitou ; 
• and fir John Chai^dos, with his army, entered the 
lands of the vifcount de la Rochechouart, wfaero 
e^f ery. diing, exccpting.the fortreffes,, was ruined. 
They advanced to the town of Rochechouar(:» and 
vigoroiifly afiaulted it, but without effed ; foe 
there were excellent pien at arms within it, comr 
manded by Thibault du. Pont and Helyons d^ 
Talay, who prevented it from bdng taken or in- 
jured. 

The Englifh continued their march to Chau- 
vigny *, where fir John. Chandos received infor- 
mation that the lord Lopis de Sancerre, marihal of 
France^ with a great body of men at arms, were 
at la Haye t ^^ Touraine, He was very dcfirous 
to marf h that way, and fent in great hafte to the 
carl of Pembroke to fignify his intentions, and to 
beg of him to accompany him to la Hayc in Tou- 

* C)iauvigny>— a town in Poitou, on the Viepne* fix leagoe^ 
from Poitiers. 

f La Haycj-o-a town in Touraine, on the Creufe. 
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i«iae> and that he. woutl mccj: him at ChStelhe^ 
rant *• Chandos the herald was the bearer of this 
mefiage. He found the earl of Pembrc^e at 
Mortagne bufily employed in muftering his men^ 
ami prepaxing, as it appeared, to make an excur^ 
lion. He excufed himfelf a &cond time, by the 
advice of his council, faying he could not accom- 
pany him. 

The herald, on his return, found his mafter and 
the army at Chatelheraut, to whom he delivered 
his anfwer. When fir John Chandos heard it, be 
was very melancholy, knowing that pride and pre- 
fumption had made the earl refiife to be a party 
in this expedition, and only replied, ' ' God's 
will be done.* He difmifled the greater part of 
his army, who feparated, and he, with his at- 
Kui^ints, returned to Poitiers. 



Wfl*^f*^^ 



CHAP. in. 

THE LORD Z.0UIS DE aAMTCERRE SURPRtSKS 
THE EARL OE PEMBROKE.— 'SEVERAL OF HIS 
MEN ARE SLAIN, AND THE EARL IS BE- 
SIEGED i:U A HOUSE AT PUIRENON. 

TX7E will now relate how the earl of Pembroke 

^ ^ profpcrcd. As foon as he knew that fir 

John Chandos had difiianded his army, and was 
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* Chfttelheraat> — a town in Poitou, on the Vienne. 
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returned to Poitiers^ he aflemblcd his own forc€$j| 
which confifted of three hundred Englifh and Poi- 
tevins, and marched from Mortag^e. He was 
joined by fome knights and fquiires of Poitou and 
Saintonge^ as well as by fome Englifh knights 
that had been in fir John Chandos' army^ 

Thefe men at arms, therefore, advanced under 
the command of the earl of Pembroke, and toolq 
the direct road to where (ir John Chandos had 
been, burning and defpoiling all thofe parts of 
Anjou which the firft had left, or which had been 
iranfomed. They halted to refrefh diemfelvesi in 
the Loudunois, and then took the road for the 
lands of the vifcount de Rochechouart, to. whiclx 
they did great damage. 

The French who were in garrifon on the fron-r 
tiers of Touraine, Anjou and Poitou, confiiiting 
of a large Jbody of men at arms, heard the whole 
truth of thefe two excurfions, and how the carl 
of Pembroke, who was a young man, would not,, 
through pride, fcrve under fir John Chandos* 
They therefore refolved to conquer him, if they 
could } for they thought they fhould more ^eafily 
defeat him than fir John Chandos. 

They made, in confequence, a fecret levy of 
their forces from all the garrifons ; and fir Louis 
de Sancerre, marfhal of France, took the com- 
mand of them. They marched all night to la 
Roche-pofay * in Poitou, which was in the French 
intereft. There were in this expedition, fir 

* La Rocbe-poiay>-— a town in Touraine, on the Creofe. 

Robert 
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Robert de Sancerre, coufin to the marfhal, Itr 
John de Vicnnc, fir John de Bueilj fir WiUiain 
des Bourdes^ fir Loiiis de St. Julien and Garnet le 
l^rctoxii in the wholc^ fevcn hundrfed fighting 
men. 

The earl of Pembroke had finiftied his excur- 
fion, and re-entered Poitou, having completed the 
total dcftruftion of the vifcount de Rochechouart's 
eftate. In his company were, fir Baldwin dc 
FranviUe, Icnefchal of Saintonge, lord Thomas 
Percy, lord Thomas Spencer, the earl of Angus^ 
fir John Orwich *, fir John Harpedon, fir James 
cje Surgeres, fir John Coufins, fir Thomas dc Sc 
Alban, fir Robert Twiford, fir Simon Aufagre, fir 
John de Mortain, fir John Touchet, and feveral 
pthcrs. 

TJie Eqglifh and Poitevins marched on without 
any thought or precaution, having heard nothing 
of thcfe men at arms : they had entered Poitou 
with all their pillage, and came, one day about 
noon, to a village called Puirenon, where they 
halted, after the manner of perfons in perfedt fecu- 
rity. But when the fcrvants were about to put the 
horfes in the fliable, and to prepare the fuppcr, 
the French, who well- knew what they were abogt, 
entered the village of Puirenon, with their lances 
in their refts, bawling out their cry, ' Our Lady, 
for Sancerre the marflial !' and then overthrew all 
they met in the ftreets. The noife .. became fo 

I ■ • . . V * 

• Sir John Orwich, Qi^ Baraes calls him fi^Nele Lorilxg. 
Why not Norwich ? , t . . i 
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vtoleitfj that tjie Englifli raa t6 dM hcad-qu&neik 
ifitk gre^ alarm^ to inlbrm die earl of Pembroke* 
lord Thomas Percy, fir BaldwiA de Franvillc aAll 
the ochem, that the French had fuddenly attacked 
and furprifed them. Thcfc lords were foon arrticcfe, 
aandj Tallying out from their hotels, colIeAed dieir 
mtn together $ but they could not all aflS^mUt; 
for the numbers of the French were fo coofidenK 
blc diat the Englifli and Poitevins were over* 
powered i and, in this firfl: attack, more than onft 
hundred and twenty were killed or made pri- 
foners. The earl of Pembroke and fome knights 
had no other remedy but to retire, as quickly as 
they could, into an unembattlcd houfc, whid^ 
belonged to the knights-templars, without a moat^ 
and only enclofed with a flone-wall. All who 
could get there time enough fliut themfelves in : 
the greater part of the others were flain or made 
prifoners, and their arms and horfes taken. Th^ 
«arl o£ Pembroke loft all his plate. 

The French, who clofcly purfued them, finding 
thofe who could get together had (hut thcmifelvcSi 
Up in this houfe, wkerc much rejoiced, faying 
among themfelves ; ' They muft be our prifoners^ 
for they cannot efcape j and we will make them 
dearly repay the damages they have done in Anjoki 
and Touraine/ On which, they advanced to this 
houfe in regular order, and with a good will to a^ 
fault it: when they were come thither, it wa4 
evening : after they had examined it narrowly on 
aU fides, to fee if it might be eafily taken, they 
began the attack, in which were performed many 

gallant 
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EllPaQt: decda of arms> for the French were m 
^fffi DHmberSj and were all well tried men. 

Thqr bukIq different attempts on this houfe, 
^^idi wa3 very ftrong, an4 gave the earl Pern-- 
typojlbe and his men enough to do ; for the £ngliih» 
jieuig ib fewj laboured hard to defend themfelves, 
|r it wa& to them of the greateft confequence. 
(c^g ladders were brought^ and fixed againft 
he wallj^ which fome bold adventurers mounted^ 
rith their fhields over their heads to 0ieltef them- 
clyes from ftones and arrows ; but when they 
Kfc gqt to the top they had done nothbg, for 
bey fbiind there, ready to receive them, knights^ 
^gobes, men at arms, with lances and fwords. 
rith which they handfomely fought hand to hand» 
pA msdb dicn) defcend much quicker than they 
lid mounted. Add to this, that there were 
^lilh anchcfs intermixed with thefe men at arms^ 
^ two feet dift vice on the walls, who fhot fb wtll 
Jot the French t^o^ath fuSered much. 

The Engli£h continued under condant alarm> 
ppelliag theie attadps until night, when the French 
jred with fighting and fatigue, founded their 
iiumpets for the retreat, faying they had done 
^ugh for on^s 4ay> but that they would return to 
be attackoB the- morrows adding,that, as they could 
ot efcape from them, they would flarve them to 
jnenden They returned to their quarters in high 
MiitSj and made merry, having placed a ftrong 
jard in front of the houfe to be more fecure of 
^ CQCmiiSS, 

It 
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It will readily be believed that the earl of Pci 
broke and thofe who were thus blockaded wt 
not much at ^their cafe : they were awire rf 
this houfe was not of fu£Bcient ftrength to ho 
out long againfl: fo many men at arms. It 'n 
as badly provided with artilleryj to their gn 
Ibrrow, as with provifion j but this laft was not 
much confequence, for they could well faft a d 
and night, if neceffary, in defending themfelvcs 

When it was dark, they entreatJcd a fquirc, 
expert foldier, and in whom they placed gn 
confidence, to fet out • direftly by a poftern, a 
ride as faft as he could to Poitiers, to inform 
John Chandos and his friends how awkwardly th 
were fituated, and to beg they would come to the 
affiftance ; in the hopes of which they would ho 
out until noon ; and, if he made hafte, he mig 
eafily make this journey by early morning. 

The fquire, who perceived the extreme dang 
in which all the lords were, very checrfullv \mdt 
took it, but boafted a little too much of his knoi 
ledge of the roads. He fet out about ihidnig 
by a poftern-gate, and took the ftraight road, 
he thought for Poitiers j but it fo fell out,, th 
during the whole night he wandered about, un) 
it was broad day, before he hit upon the rigi 
road. 

At day-break, the French, who were befie^ 
the Englifli at Puirenon as you have before hear 
founded their trumpets to arm, faying it wouW 1 
better to make their attacks in the cool of t: 
morning than in the heat of the day. 
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The earl of Pembroke and the knights fhut up 
inth him, inftead of flccping, had fortified them- 
ifclvfs with whatever they could find, making ufe 
evcD of benches and ftones» which they had car- 
Ad to the top of the walls. They found the 
French were preparing to renew the attack, and 
comforted each other upon it. 

Some time before fun-rife, the French were 
Jtady, when they marched by companies, and 
widi great vigour, to the aflfault of the hotel. 
. They acquitted themfelves too well, and having 
) brought fcaling ladders, placed them againfi: the 
walk, mounting them with the utmoft eagemefs^ 
covered by their ihields, otherwife they would not 
have ventured : it was held highly honourable to 
tkofe who mounted the firft, as in truth it was a 
very brave aft. 

The Englifh were not idle nor faint-hearted in 
dieir own defence, but fought marvelloufly well, 
and flung down upon the fliields of the aiTailants 
ftoncs and great beams of wood, with which they 
beat diem fo feverely, that they killed or wounded 
fcvcral. They did their duty excellently well, and 
, b fmall a fort was never fecn to hold out fo long 
againft fuch a force. This aflault continued from 
early dawn until fix o'clock. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV, 

im JOHK CHANDOS COMES TO THB A^SISTANCk 
OF TH£ SARL Of P£MBK,OK£> BESIEGED IM 
PUIRENON. 

> 

TIETWEEN fix and nine o'clock, after the heat 
*^ of the attack, the French, indignant that the 
Eogliih had made fo k)ng a defence, lent orders 
to all the villagers thereabouts t6 bring pick-axei 
ftfid mattocks to undertone the walls, which was 
what the Englifh were moft afraid of. The earl 
of Pembroke called one of his own fquircs, and 
(aid to him ; ^ My friend, mount a horfe, and 
fally out from the back gate, where they will 
make way for you, and ride as faft as poffible to 
Poitiers to fir John Chandos, to tell him our fitu- 
ation and the imminent danger we are in : recqm- 
mend me to him by this token.* He then took 
ofi^ his finger a rich ring of gold, adding, ^ Give 
him this from me : he will know it well again.* 
The fquire, who thought himfelf much honoured 
by this commiflion, took the ring, mounted the 
bcft courfer he could fine, and fet off by the back 
gate during the attack, for they opened it for him. 
He took the road to Poitiers ; and, whilft he was 
making all the hafte he could, the afiault was car- 
ried on warmly by the French, and as vigoroufly 
oppofed by the Englifii : indeed, it behoved them 
fo to do. 

We 
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We will now fay fomething of the firft fquirc, 
who had left Puirenon at midnight, and who^ 
having loft his road, had wandered about all the 
night. When it was broad day, he knew his 
road, and made ftraight for Poitiers ; but, his 
horfe being tired, he did not arrive there until 
about nine o'clock, when he difmounted in the 
fquare before the hotel of fir John Chandos, and 
immediately entered it, having learnt that he was 
at mafs : he approached him, and, falling on his 
knees, delivered his meflage. 

Sir John Chandos, who had not yet recovered 
his vexation at the earl of Pembroke's refufal to 
join him in his expeditions, was not very eager to 
give him afliftance : he coldly faid, ' It will be 
almoft impoflible for us to get there in time .and 
hear the whole mafs/ Soon after mafs, the ta- 
bles were fpread, and dinner fet out. His fer- 
vants alked fir John, if he would dine : ' Yes,* 
laid he, ' fince it is ready,' and then entered the 
hall, where his knights and fquires had preceded 
him with water to wafh his hands. As he was 
thus employed, and before he fat down to table, 
the fecond fquire from the earl of Pembroke en- 
tered the hall, and, having knelt down, drew the 
ring from his purfe, faying j ' Dear fir, my lord 
the earl of Pembroke recommends himfelf to you 
by this token, and entreats you moft earneftly to 
come to hb afliftance, and refcue him .from the 
imminent danger he is now in at Puirenon.' 

Sir John Chandos took the ring, and, having 
examined it, knew it well. He then replied, ' It 

Vol. IV. C will 
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will not be poflible for us to arrive there in time, 
if they be in die fituation you defcribe.' He 
added, ^ Come, let us dine.* Sir John feated him- 
felf with his knights at table, and eat of the firft 
courfe : as the fccond was ferved, and indeed 
begun on, fir John Chandos, who had much 
thought on this bufinefs^ raifed his head, and, 
looking at his companions, fpoke as follows, 
which gave much pleafure to thofe around him, 

^ The earl of Pembroke (a lord of fuch high 
birth and rank that he has even married a daughter 
of my natural lord the king of England, and is 
brother in arms as in e.very thing elfe with my 
lord of Cambridge,) entreats me fo courteoufly 
that it behoves me to comply with his requeft to 
fuccour and refcue him, if it be poflible to arrive 
in time.' He then pufhed the table from him, 
and, rifing, faid to his knights and fquires, * Gen- 
tlemen, I ara determined to go to Puirenon.' This 
was heard with joy, and they were fbon ready to 
attend him. The trumpets founded^ and every 
man at arms in Poitiers was mounted in the beft' 
way he could ; for it had been fpeedily told abroad, 
that fir John Chandos was marching to Puirenon, 
to the affiftance of the earl of Pembroke and his 
army, who were there befieged by the French. 

When thefe knights and fquires took the field, 
they amounted to upwards of two hundred lances, 
and increafed every moment. They marched with 
all hade : news of this was brought to the French, who 
had conjlantly been engaged at this aflault from day- 
break until noon, by their fpies, who faid i ' Dear 

lords. 
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lords, look well to yourfelves ; for fir John Chan- 
dos has marched from Poitiers with uowards of 
two hundred lances, and is advancing with great 
hafte and a greater defirc to meet with you.* 

When fir Louis de Sancerrc, fir John de Vienne> 
fir John de Beuil and the others who were prefent, 
heard this, the bell informed among them faid ; 
* Our men are tired and worn down by their af- 
faults upon the Englifli, yefterday and to-day : it 
will be much wifer for us to make a handfome 
JTCtreat with all we have gained, and our prifoners, 
than to wait the arrival of fir John Chandos and 
his company, who are quite frefh 5 fot we may 
lofe more than we can gain,' 

This plan was immediately followed, for there 
was not a moment to lofe : the trumpets were or- 
dered to found a retreat : their men affembled in a 
body, and, having fent off their baggage, they 
themfelves took the road to la Roche-pofay. 

The earl of Pembroke and thofe with him, ima- 
gining the French muft have had fome intelligence, 
faid among themfelves j ' Chandos muft certainly 
be on his march, for the French are retreating, not 
daring to wait his coming: come, come, let us 
immediately quit this place and take the road to- 
wards Poitiers and we fliall meet him.' Thofe 
who had horfes mounted them : and others went 
on foot, and feveral rode double. They thus left 
Puirenon, following the road to Poitiers : they had 
fcarccly advanced a league before they met fir 
John Chandos and his army in the condition I 
have before told 5 fome on horfcback, fome on 

C T foot, 



20 

foot, and fomc riding double. Much: joy watS- 
Ihewn on both fides at this meeting ; but fir John. 
faid, he was forely vexed that he had not been in 
time to have met the French. They rode toge- 
ther converfing for about three leagues, when they 
took leave of each other and feparated. Sir John 
Chandos returned to* Poitiers ; the earl of Pem- 
broke to Mortagne, the place he had marched 
from J and the marlhal of France and his army 
to la Roche-pofay, where they refrefhed them- 
felves and divided their booty : they then retired 
to their garrifons,' carrying, with them their pri- 
foners, whom they courteoufly admitted to ran- 
fom, as the French and Englifh have always btcn 
accuftomed to aft towards each other. 

We will now return to the armies in Tournehem 3 
and fpeak of the death of the moft^ courteous^ 
noble and liberal queen that ever reigned in hei 
time, the lady Philippa of Hainault, queen 01 
England and of Ireland. 



CHAP. V. 

THE DEATH OF QUEEN PHILIPPA OF ENGLAND 
SHE MAKES THREE REQUESTS TO THE KING 0^ 

HER DEATH-BED. SOME FRENCHMEN, HAV 

ING ATTACKED THE ENGLISH CAMP AT TOUR 

: NEHEM, ARE REPULSED BY SIR ROBERT D! 
NAMUR. 

TOURING the time that fuch numbersof noble 
^^ men of the kingdom of France were af 
fembled at Tournehem under the command of th 

duk 
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littke of Bbrgundy, and the duke of Lancafter 
-was encamped with his army in the valley oppofite 
to them, a circumftancc happened in England, 
which, though fo very common, was not the lefs 
unfortunate for the king, his children, and the 
whole kingdom. That excellent lady the queen 
of England (who had done fo much good, and 
during her whole life had alTifted all knights, la- 
ches and damfels who had applied to her, who had 
had fuch boundleis charity for all mankind, and 
who had naturally fuch an afFedKon for the Hain- 
aolt nation, being the country from which (he 
J^rung,) lay at this time dangeroufly ill at Wind- 
for-caftle, and her diforder daily increafed. 

When the good lady perceived her end ap- 
proaching, (he called to the king, and, extending 
her right hand from under the bed-clothes, put it 
into the right hand of the king, who was very 
forrowfal at heart, and thus fpoke j ^ We have 
enjoyed our union m happinefs, peace, and prof- 
pcrity : I entreat, therefore of you, that on our 
feparation, you will grant me three requefts.' The 
king, with (ighs and tears, replied ; ' Lady, a(k : 
whatever you requeft Ihall be granted.' ^ My 
lord, I beg you will acquit me of whatever en- 
gagements I may have entered into formerly with 
merchants for their wares, as well on this as on ♦ 
the other fide of the fea. I befeech you alfo to 
fillfil whatever gifts or legacies I may have made, 
or left to churches, here or on the continent, 
'wherein I have paid my devotions, as well as what 
I may have left to thofe of both fexes who have 
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been in my fervice. Thirdly, I entreaf that, whek' 
it fhall pleafe God to call you hence, you will not 
choofe any other fepulchre than mine, and that 
you will lie by my fide in the cloifters of Weft* 
minfter.' The king, in tears, replied, ^ Lady> I 
grant them/ 

Soon after, the good lady made the fign of 
the crofs on her breaft, and, having recommended 
to God the king and her youngeft fon, Thomas, 
who was prefent, gave up her fpirit, which, I 
firmly believe, was caught by the holy angels and 
carried to the glory of Heaven ; for fhe had never 
done any thing, by thought or deed, that could 
endanger her lofing it. Thus died this queen of 
England, in the year of grace 1369, the vigil of 
the aflfumption of the Virgin, the 15th of Auguft*. 

Information of this lofs was carried to the Eng- 
lifh army at Tournehem, which greatly afflifted 
every one, but particularly her* fon the duke of 
Lancafter. However, as there is no death but 
what muft be pafled over and forgotten, the Eng- ^. 
lifh did not neglect to keep up very ftridt dit- 
cipline in their camp, where they remained a long. 
time facino: the French. 

It happened that fome of the French knights 
and fquires, feeing the enemy every day before 
their eyes, held a conyerfation^ and, after difcuf- 
fing the matter, agreed to meet on the morrow, 
at day-break, to fkirmifti with them, and beat up 

the guard. -..it -r i ^ . 
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* See her monument in Cough's Sepulchral Monuments, 
vol. i. 
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There i^ere upwards of three hundred knights 
and fquires, the greater part of them from the 
Vermandois, Artois, and Corbiois, who had en- 
tered into this agreement, and, without mention- 
ing it to their marftials, had each informed the 
other of their intentions. When the morning 
came for this expedition, they wtre all ready 
armed, mounted, and aflembled. They rode forth 
in this array, nothing doubting of fuccefs, and 
began to make a circuit round the hill of Tour- 
nehem, in order to gain an advantageous pofition, 
and to fall upon one of the wings of the Englifti 
army. 

This wing was allotted to fir Robert de Namur 
and his people. Sir Robert had been on guard 
that night, but towards day-break had entered his 
tent, and was then fitting at fupper, quite armed, 
except his helmet, and the lord Defpontin* with 
him. The French at this moment arrived at the 
quarters of fir Robert, which were alfo thofe of 
fome other .German and Englifli lords ; but the 
guard very fortunately had not difarmed them- 
fclves : they immediately oppofed the Frenchmen 
wl>o came up fpurring and galloping, and checked 
their career. News foon reached fir Robert that 
his men were fighting, having been attacked by 
the French, In an inftant, he puftied the table 
from him where he had been feated, and faid to 
the lord Defpontin, * Come, come to the afllft- 
ance of our men.' Inftantly he fixed his helmet 

f Lord Defpontin. Q:^ Barnes calls him lord of Pondiieu. 
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on his head, and ordei:ed his banner, which wa$ 
placed before his tent, to be difplayed. Some 
one faid, ' My lord, fend to the duke of Lan*^ 
cafter, and do not engage without him.' He 
bluntly replied : ' Not I : I (hall go the fhortcft 
way I can to help my men. Thofe may fend to 
my lord of Lancafter who will -, but let/ all who 
love me follow me.* 

He then advahced, fword in hand, to me^t the 
enemy : the lord Defpontin and fir Henry de S^i- 
celle were with him, as well as his other knightSj, 
who dire<5tly engaged in the battle, having 
found their men fighting with the French, ix) 
great numbers, and who, to fpeak truth, ought 
to have done much this day : but no fooner dicj 
they perceive fir Robert de Namur marching with 
his banner than they wheeled about and gave up 
their plan, for they thought the whole army was 
ready to fall on them : indeed, it was fo in dif- 
ferent parts of the camp, for the fun was now 
rifen. 

A Vermandois knight was flain under the ban- 
ner of fir Robert de Namur, called fir Robert dc 
Coulogne, who was much regretted j for he wa$ 
rich, amiable, and courteous, and an honourably 
knight in every ftation. 

Thus ended the affair. The French retre^^ 
without doing any thing more, for they were afrai4 
of greater lofs than gain. Sir Robert did not puJh 
fue them farther than was wife, but brought bacfe 
his men when he found the enemy was quite gone^ 
and returned to his quarters, 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Tni DUKE OF BURGUNDY AND HIS ARMY DE- 
CAMP WITHOUT A BATTLE.— THE DUKE OF 
I^ANCASTER RETURNS TO CALAIS. 

CINCE thislaft afFair, nothing happened worth 
^ relating. It was very difpleafing to many on 
both fides that they thus remained fo long with- 
QUt a battle : every day it was faid, ^ We fhall 
engage to-morrow J ' but that morrow never came; 
far, as I liave faid before, the duke of Burgundy 
would not aft contrary to the orders of the king : 
The orders he received were very ftrift ; for there 
were continually meflengers going from the king 
tp'the duke, and from the duke to the king on 
this fubjcft. 
At Ijift the duke of Burgundy, as I was then 
. urfbrmcd, having confidered that he was encamped 
*t a very heavy expenfe, and could not remain fo 
. niuch longer with any honour; for he had upwards 
pf four thoufand knights, while the enemy was 
Wt a handful in comparifon, with whom, how- 
ever, be had not fought, nor had had any inten- 
tions of fo doing : the duke, I fay, fent fome of 
J^skiii^ts to lay his fituation before the king, 
^d to explain to him his wifhes. The king 
, thought the duke judged rightly, and ordered him, 
^fl the receipt of his letters, to break up his camp, 

to 
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to difmifs his army, and come to Paris, where he 
himfelf was going. 

When the duke received thefe orders, he l*ent 
for the principal lords of his army, and told them 
fecredy their contents ; faying, ' We muft break 
up our camp, for the Hipg fends for us back.' 
When it was midnight, thofe to whom he had 
given this information, having packed up every 
thing, were moupted, and had fet fire to their quar- 
ters. At this hour, fir Henry de Sancellp was 
returning to his tent, having been on guard with 
fir Robert de Namur's men, to whom he was at^ 
tached ; and feeing firft one, then two, and then 
three fires in the enemy's camp, he faid to him^* 
felf, ' Thefe French think, perhaps, to furprife 
us : they have the appearance of intending it; 
Let us go,' faid he to thofe near him, ' to fir 
Robert's tent, and awaken him, that, fhould it be 
fo, he may be prepared in time.' Sir. Henry 
went thither, and, calling his chamberlains, told 
them, they muft inftantly awaken fir Robert,. 
They went to his bed-fide and fir Henry de San- 
celle with them, who awakened him, and told 
him all that he had fccn. Sir Robert made an- 
fwer, ' We fliall foon hear other news : let our 
; men be inftantly armed and made ready.' He 
himfelf was foon armed. When his meii were 
drawn up, he had his banner difplayed,^: and 
marched to the tent of the duke of Lancdfter,' 
who was. arming alfo, for he had received fimilar 
information. It was not long before the different 
lords came thither, one after another: as they ar- 
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rived, they were drawn up, and remained quietj, 
without any light. 

The duke of Lancafter ordered his marlhals to 
march the archers to where he hoped the French 
would make their attack, if diey came j for he 
certainly cxpedled a batde. VPlfen they had re- 
mained at their pofts for two hour3, and faw no 
one advancing to them, they were more furprifed 
tHan before. The duke called to fiim his lords, 
and alked them what he had beft now to do. 
Some replied one thing, and fome another, and 
e3x:h defended his own opinion. The duke, per- 
ceiving that valiant knight fir Walter Manny, 
feid 5 ' And you, fir Walter, what do you advife ?* 
* I do not know,* replied fir Walter; * but, if you 
vnH follow my advice, I would draw up my men 
at arms and archers in order of battle, and 
1^x>uld advance flowly ; for, as it will foon be day, 
(hall then fee clearly before us.* 
'lit duke aflented to this propofal : but others 
were «r a contrary opinion, and adyifcd him not 
to march from where he was. 

This difcuflion continued until orders were 
given for fome of the troops of fir Robert dc 
N"amur andfir Waleran de Bourne* to mount their 
fee^-vbecaufc they were lighdy accoutred and 
^Sfell. Tkirty horfemen were chofen from the 
^^Mfeountedj and fent off towards the French 





^ Sir Waleraa de Boume. (^ Barnes calls him Van Bor* 
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Whilft they were gpne on this expedition, fir ' * 
Walter Manny, addrefling the duke, faid i ^ My 
lord, never believe me again, if thefe French be 
not fled : mount your horfe, and order the others 
to do the fame, that you may purfue them, an4 I 
will engage you will have a fine day of it.' 

The duke replied; ' Sir Walter, I have hithcrtp 
always followed the, advice of my council, and ia- 
tend now doing {d; for I can never believe th^t {q 
ipany brave men at arms and noble knights would 
thus run away. Perhaps the fires we fee may have 
b(^en lighted to entrap us. Our fcouts will {poi^ 
return, and then we fhall know the truth.' 

As they were thus converfing, the fcouts r^e-^ 
turned, and confirmed all that fir Walter Manay 
had thought : they faid they had found none bm: 
ibme poor viftuallers, who followed the army. Sir 
Walter Manny gained great credit. The d\!^9 
went to his tent to difarm : he would that day hav^ * 
dined in the French camp, but the Rrc w^ too 
great : he and his men at arms, however, finl^j^ 
there, and took up their quarters on the naou^taiii 
for the night, and made themfclves comfortable 
with what they found there. On the morrow they 
decamped, and returned to Calais. 

The duke of Burgundy, when he marchcj^ pfii 
made his quarters at St. Omer, where he ;|jii|^|^ 
his army remained until they were difbanded^^gSnd 
every man returned to his home. There was 2dle)'-> 
wards much trouble to re-aflemble them again. 
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CHAP. vn. 

THB EARL OF PEMBROKE, DESIROUS OF AVEKG- 
ING HIMSELF FOR THE DEFEAT HE RECEIVED 
At PUIRENON, MAKES AN INCURSION TO 
ANJOU.— THE ABBEY OF ST. SALVIN IN 
fOITOU IS BETRAYED TO THE FRENCH, A!al> 
FOkTIFIED* 

'^IpHE fame week that the armies quitted Tour- 
* nchem, the earl of Pembroke (who was in 
Poitou> and had been much mortified at the de- 
feat he had fuffered from fir Louis de Sancerre, fir 
John de Vienne, fir John de Bueil and the others 
at Puirenon, as has been related) refolved to have 
his revenge, if poflTiblej and for this end he 
marched from Mortagne with his army, which 
cenfifted of about two hundred lances, and came 
*to ilbiigoul^me, where the prince received hirti 
moft courteoufly . The earl entreated of him per- 
miffion to lead another expedition, and to lend him 
{emit of his men, as he was very anxious to avenge 
himfclf of the affronts he had fuffered from the 
French. The prince, who had much afFeftion for 
iS^Sk immediately granted his requeft. Sir Hugh 
Ciriverly was juft returned from his excurfion into 
dwB county of Armagnac, with five hundred fight- 
ing men ; and the prince gave him leave to accom- 
pany the earl of Pembroke in his intended expe- 
dition • 

He 
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He alfo requeftcd the company of fir Louis de 
Harcourtj fir Guifcard d' Angle, fir Percival de 
Coulongne, the lords de Pons, de Partenay and dc 
Pinane, lord Thomas Percy, fir Richard de Pont- 
chardon, and feveral knights of the prince's houfe- 
hold, who willingly accepted the invitation, for 
they were ready for any excurfion : fo that, when 
they were affembled, they amounted to five hun- 
dred lances, three hundred archers, and fifteen 
hundred foot foldiers, armed with pikes and Ihields, 
who followed the army on foot. This army march- 
ed, under the command of the earl of Pembroke 
as their leader, and took the road towards Anjou : 
where they no fooner arrived than they began to 
defl:roy, and to do every damage to the country 
they paflTed through, by razing cafl:les and forts, 
burning fuch towns, as could not hold out againft 
them, and levying contributions on all the flat 
country as far as Saumur * on the Loire. They 
gained poffefllon of the fuburbs, and began an 
aflault on the town ; but they could not take it, 
for fir Robert de Sancerre was in it with a large 
body of men at arms, who defended it from fuf- 
fering any damage : all the country round about 
it, however, was pillaged, burnt, and ruined. 

Sir Hugh Calverly and his divifion advanced to 
a bridge on the Loire, called le Pont de C6f ; 
when he defeated thofe who guarded it, took the 
bridge, and placed fuch a garrifon of his own men 



• Samur, — on the Loire, diocefe of Angers. 

f Pont de Ce>— Pont de Se> — two leagues from Angers. 

there. 
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there, after he had fortified it well, that they kept 
pofleffion of it for a long time. 

The Englifh, in this expedition, took a large 
abbey called St. Maur *, on the Loire, which 
they repaired and fortified, and placed therein a 
confiderable. garrifon, which, during the cnfuing 
winter and fummer, did great mifchief to the ad- 
jacent country. 

At this time, there was in Poitou an abbey 
which ftill exifts, called St. Salvin f, fituated feven 
leagues from jPoitiers ; and in this abbey there was 
a monk who hated the abbot, as he afterwards 
ihewed. It was on account of this hatred which 
he bore him that he betrayed the abbot and the 
whole convent, and delivered up the abbey and 
the town to fir Louis de St. Julien and to Gametic 
Breton, who took poffeffion of it, repaired it, and 
made it a ftrong garrifon. 

Sir JohnChandos was much vexed at St. Salvin. 
being thus furprifed, and not being able to retake 
it j for, as he was fenefchal of Poitou, he was 
angry that fuch a houfe fliould have been taken in 
his government, and declared, that if he Ihould 
live long enough, he would have it again by fomc 
means or other, and make them pay dearly for the 
infult they had put upon him. 

We will now quit Poitou, and return to the 
duke of Lancafter. 



* St. Maur, — on the Loire, eledion of Saumur. 
t St, Salvin, — St,. Savin, — a village in Poitou, elefHon of 
Poitiers. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

THE COUNTY OF ST. POL IN PICARDV rs PIL- 
LAGED AND RUINED BY THE ENGLISH.— 
SIR HUGH DE CHASTILLON IS TAlCEN PRI* 
SONER. 

TX7HEN the duke of Lancaftcr had retreated 
^^ to Calais after the decampment of Tour- 
nehem, as has been before related, and had re- 
frelhed himfelf and men for three days, he rc- 
folved, by advice of his council, to draw out his 
troops, and make an excurfion into France. His 
marlhals,' the earl of Warwick and fir Roger Beau- 
champ, were ordered to mufter the army, which 
orders they very readily obeyed, for they were 
defirous of making an inroad on France. 

The men at arms and archers marched from 
Calais in excellent array : every man was apprifed 
what he was to do, and where he was going. Tht 
firft day's march was only five leagues from Ca- 
lais. On the morrow, they came before St. Omer, 
where there were many flcirmifhes at the gates ; 
but the Englilh did not make any long halt : they 
continued their march, and that night encamped 
on the heights of Herfault *. On the third day. 



• Herfault. Q^^ if not Heriflart; but that feems to be too 
great a difiance. 

they 
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tJieJr arrived at the city of Terouenne *, where 
was the count de St. Pol with a large company of, 
men at arms. The Englifh did not halt, but 
continued their march, taking the road to Hef- 
din t, and fixed their quarters at night on a fmall 
river. 

When the count de St. Pol found that the 
£nglifh were taking the road to his country, he 
knew they were not going thither for his good, for 
they hated him too much : he fet out, therefore, 
in the night, and gave the government of the city 
to the lord de St. Py and fir John de Roye J ; 
and, riding hard, he arrived at his town of St. 
Pol II. 

The Englilh came before the place very early on 
the morrow morning, and fcveral fcvere flcirmifiies 
happened ; but the arrival of the count was fortu-. 
nate for himfelf and for the town, as he, with the 
aififlance of thofe who had accompanied him, pre- 
vented' the place from being taken. The duke of 
Lancafter, therefore, and his army refrelhed them- 
felves at their eafe in the county of St. Pol, which 
they overran, and did great damage to all the flat 

♦ Terouenne— is now in ruins. It was taken by Henry VIII. 
by a ftratagem of pointing wooden guns painted, which wtre 
thought to be real ones, and threatening to batter down the 
town, if not forrendered. 

•|> Hefdin>— a itrong town in Artois, on the Canche. 

{ Two of my MSS. have different names— the lord de 
Sampyi fir Guy de Roye. One has fir John de Roye. 

I) St. Pol,— -a town in Arcois, five leagues fromHefdin. 

Vot. IV. D country. 
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country. They advanced to the caftle of Femes ♦, 
where the countefs dowager refided. They ex- 
sunined well the fort^ and the duke founded the 
depth of the ditches with a lance : notwithftanding 
this, they nude no attack^ though they* fhowe4 
every appearance of it. They made no long ftay, 
but<:ontinued their march^ and went towards Lu- 
chcux t^ a handfome town, which belonged to the 
count: They burnt the town, and, without 
touching the caftle^ continued their road for Sc 
Hiquier J. 

The Englilh did not march more than three or 
four leagues a-day, fo that they burnt and defiroy* 
ed all the countries they paffcd through. They 
cro(&d the river Somme at Blanchetaque below 
Abbeville, and then entered the country of Vi- 
meu I, with the intention of puihing forward ta 
Har&ur on the Seme, in order to burn the navy 
of the king of France. 

The count de St. Pol, and fir Moreau dc FI- 
cnnes, conftable of France, with a large body o€ 
men at arms> purfued and hovered about the 
Englifh army, fo that they could not difperfe oor 
quit the ftraight roadf,. but were obliged to keep . 
in a compadl body, to be ready to combat the 
Fifcnch. ibould they be fo ioclinedL 



* Caftle of Pernes,— atowB in Artob> three kagoea from 
St. Pol. 

f Lucheux,— a town of Picardy> near Doulens. 

{ St. Kiquier,— an ancient town in Picardy, two leagues 
and a half from Abbeville. 

I Vimeu,— in Picardy. St. Valery is its capital. 

In 
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tn dus itianncr they marched through Virtieu 
and the county of Eu : entering the archbilhop- 
rick of Rouen, they paffed Dieppe, and then 
continued their inarch until they came before 
Harfleur, where they fixed their quarters. 

The count dc St. Pol had out-marched them, 
and had entered the town with two hundred lances 
at the utmoft. The Englilh remained three days 
before Harfleur, but did nothing : on the fourth, 
they decamped, and returned through the lands of 
the lord d'Eftouteville, whom they did not love 
much, and burnt and deftroyed the whole or 
greater part. They then palTed through Vexin 
Normand in their way to Oifemont*, to recrofs - 
the Somme at Blanchetaque. 

Sir Hugh de Chaftillon, matter of the crofs- 
bows in France, was at this time captain and go- 
vernor of Abbeville. When he heard that the 
duke of Lancafter was returning that way, he 
armed himfelf, and ordered twelve of his people 
to do the fame. On mounting their horfes, he 
f^d he was going to view the guard of the gate 
of Rouvray, that it might not be wanting in de- 
fence, and that the Engliih fhould not find it too 
weakly guarded. It was early in the morning, and 
there was a thick fog. 

Sir Nicholas Louvaine, who had been fenefchal 
of Ponthieu, and whom, this very year, fir Hugh 
de Chaftillon had taken and ranfomed for ten thou- 



^ Oifemontj-^-a market-town in Picardjr, fiire leagues from 
Abbeville. 
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fand francs, remembered this fo forely that," having 
a great defire to recover his loffes, he let out on the 
point of day from the duke's army, accompanied by 
only twenty men. As he was well acquainted with 
all the roads and pafles of that country, having 
refided there for upwards of three years^ he in- 
tended lying in ambufcade between Abbeville and 
the caftle of Rouvray , in the hope of taking fome 
prize: he had croffed a fmall rivulet which ran 
through a marfh, and hid himfelf and men in fome 
old uninhabited houfes. 

Sir Hugh never dreamed that the Englilh would 
form an ambufcade fo near the town. Sir Nicolas 
and his men kept themfclves very quiet : they per- 
ceived fir Hugh de Chaftillon riding down the road 
which leads to Rouvray, with only twelve others, 
armed at all points, except his helmet, which one 
of his pages bore on a courfer behind him. He 
croffed the little rivulet, and made for the gate of 
Rouvray, to fee what the guard of crofs-bowmen 
were about, and to enquire if they had heard or 
feen the Englilh. 

When fir Nicholas I>ouvaine, who was on the 
watch, faw him, he recognifed him direftly, and 
was more rejoiced than if any one had given him 
twenty thoufand francs. He fallied out from his 
ambufh, faying ; ' Follow me : here is what I 
wifhed for : it is the mailer of the crofs-bows, 
and I afk for nothing better.' Then flicking fpurs 
into his horfe, and pointing his lance, he came 
upon fir Hugh, crying, * Surrender, Chaflillon, 
or thou art a dead man.' Sir Hugh, who was 

much 
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much puzzled to conjefture whence thcfe men 
could come, had neither time to put on his helmet 
nor to mount his courier : finding himfelf in fuch 
a ftrait, he afked, * To whom am I to furrender ?* 
Sir Nicholas replied, * To Louvaine, to Lou- 
vaine.' In order, therefore, to avoid the danger 
he could not efcapc from, he faid, 'I furrender.' 
He was then taken, and told, ' Ride on quickly, 
for the army of the duke of Lancafter marches on 
before us/ On this occafion was flain, a very 
valiant citizen of Abbeville, called Lawrence 
Dancons*, who was much regretted. 

Thus was taken and entrapped fir Hugh de 
Chaftillon, at that time maftcr of the crofs-bows 
in France and governor of Abbeville, through the 
good fortune of fir Nicholas I-ouvaine: with 
which capture the duke of Lancafter and the 
Englifli were much rejoiced. On the other hand, 
the inhabitants of Abbeville- were exceedingly 
vexed at it -, but for the prefent they could not 
better themfdvest 

The Englifli marched on, eroded the Somme at 
Blanchetaque, and then pafled through the towns 
of Rue fijr mer and Montrieul fur mer, until they 
at laft arrived at Calais. The duke of Lancafter 
there difmifled all the foreigners, when fir Waleran 
de Bourne and the Germans departeds The duke 
returned to England, and the Germans to their own 
country, as there was not any intention of conti- 
nuing the war until the enfuing fiimmer, for now 

• Dancons. My two MSS. have Dentels. 
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Martinmas w^s pafled: but the duke infertned 
theni> that in the approaching fpring^ he fhould 
crofs the fca with a greater force than he ha4 
hitherto done^ and ihould entreat his couiins the 
ciukes of Gueldres and Juliers to accompany hiin 
into France. 

We Ihall now be filent as to the aff^rs of Pi- 
cardy, for indeed nothing of great moment hap-? 
pened fince this time, and return to Poitou^ vhpr^i 
lYarliKc deecjs were oftener perfonpcd. 
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CHAP. IX, 

{SIR JOHN CHAKDOS IS SLAIN IN A SKIRNflSH. 
THE FRENCH, AT FIRST VICTORIOUS, ARE IN 
THE END DEFEATED. 

« 

QIR John Chandos, being fcnefchal of Poitou, 
•^ was ferioufty afflifted with the lofs of St. Salviq: 
he was continually devifing means to retake it, 
whether by aflault or by fcalado was perfedly in-r 
diflferent to him, fo that he could gain it. Hie 
made many nightly ambufcades, but none fucr 
ceeded ; for fir Louis, who commanded in it, wa^ 
very watchful, as he knew the capture of it had 
highly angered fir John Chandos. 

It happentd that, on the night preceding the eve 
of the new year (1370), fir John <^handos, who 
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rtlided in the city of Poitiers, had lent out 
his fummons to the barons and knights of Poitou 
to come to him as fecredy as they could, for he 
was going on an expedition. The Poitevins Would 
not refufe him any thing, being much beloved by 
them : they obeyed his fummons, and came to 
Poitiers. Sir Guifcard d'Angle, fir Louis dfe Har- 
court, the lords de Pons, de Partcitay, de Pinane, 
dc Tannaybouton, fir Geoffry d*Argenton, fir 
Maubrun de Linieres, lord Thomas Percy, fir 
Baldwin de Franville, fir Richard dc Pontchardon, 
came thither, with many others. 

When they were all aflfemblcd, they were full 
three hundred lances. 

They kft Poitiers in the night, and no one, 
except the principal lords, knew whither they were 
going. The Englifli, however, had fcaling lad- 
ders, and every thing they might have occafion 
for with them. They marched to St. Salvin j and, 
when there arrived, were told what was intendeds 
upon which they, all difmounted, and, giving the 
horfes to their valets, the Englilh defcendcd into 
the ditch. It was then about midnight. 

They were in this fituation, and would very 
Ihortly have fucceeded in their expedition, when 
they heard the guard of the fort wind his horn. 
The reafon was this. That very night Carnet le 
Breton had come from la Roche-pofay, with forty 
lances, to St. Salvin, to requeft fir Louis de St. 
Juiien to accompany him in an expedition to Poi- 
tou : he therefore awakened the guard and thofe 
within the fort. 

D 4 The 
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The Englifh, who were on the oppofite fidC| 
ignorant of the intentions of this body of French- 
men wanting to enter the fort, thought they had 
been feen by the guard, dr that fpies had given 
information of their arrival to the garrifon. They 
immediately left the ditch, and faid; ' Let us 
away j for this night we have been difappointed 
in our fchcme/ They mounted their horfes, and 
advanced in a body to Chauvigny on the river 
Creufe, two Ihort leagues diftant. 

When all were arrived there, the Poitevins 
alked fir John Chandos if he wilhed them to re- 
main with him : he anfwered, ^ No : you may re- 
turn in God*s name : I will to-day ftay in this 
town.* The Poitevins departed, and with them 
fome Englifh knights ; in all, about two hundred 
lances. 

Sir John Chandos entered a hotel, and ordered 
a fire to be lighted. Lord Thomas Percy, fenef- 
chal of la Rochelle, and his men remained with 
him. Lord Thomas alked fir John Chandos if 
he intended ftaying there that day : ' Yes,' re- 
plied fir John : * why do you aflc ?' ' Becaufe, fir, 
if you be determined not to go further, I Ihall 
beg of you to give me leave to make an excur- 
fion, to fee if I fliall meet with any adventure/ 
^ In the name of God, go then,' replied fir John. 
At thefe words, lord Thomas Percy fet out, atT 
tended by about thirty lances. Sir John Chandos. 
remained with his own people. Lord Thomas 
croflcd the bridge of Chauvigny, taking the 
longeft road to Poitiers, having left fir John 

-I, Chandos 
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Chandos quite low fpirited for having failed in hi^ 
intended attack on St. Salvin. He continued in the 
kitchen of the hotel, warming himfelf at a ftraw 
fire which his herald was making for him, conr 
verfing at the fame time with his people, who 
very readily paffcd their jokes in hopes of curing 
him of his melancholy. 

After he had remained fome time, and was pre- 
paring to take a little reft, and while he was 
afking if it were yet day, a man entered the hotel, 
and came before him, faying, * My lord, I bring 
you news.* ^ What is it V afked fir John, ^ My 
lord, the French have taken the field.' * How 
doft thou know this ?' ^ My lord, I fet out from 
St, Salvin with them.' ' And what road have they 
taken ?' * My lord, that I cannot fay for a cer- 
tainty; but it feemed to me they followed the 
road to Poitiers.' ' And who are thefe French ?' 

* My lord, they are fir Louis de St. Julien and 
Carnet le Breton, with their companies.' * Well, 
it is indifferent to me,' replied fir John : * I have 
not any inclination to exert myfelf this day : they 
may be met with without my interference.' 

He remained a confiderable time very thought- 
ful : after having well confidered, he added ; 

* Notwithftanding what I have juft faid, I. think 
I ftiall do right to mount my horfe ; for at all 
events I muft return to Poitiers, and it will .be 
foon day.' ' It is well judged,' replied the 
knights who were with him. Sir John ordered 
^very thing to be got ready, and his knights hav- 
ing done the fame, they mounted and fet ofi^, 

taking- 
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taking the road to Poitiers, following the tourfe of 
the river. The French might be about a good 
kague before chem on this fame road, intendlAg Co 
crofs the liver at the bridge of Luflac*. The Eng- 
iiih fufpefted thb from perceiving the tracks of tht 
horfes, and faid among themfelveif * Either the 
French or lord Thomas Percy are juft before us/ 
Shordy after this converfation, day appeared j for 
in the early part of January the mornings begin 
to be foon light. The French might be about a 
league from the bridge of Luflac, when they per* 
ceived lord Thomas Percy and his men on the 
other fide of the river, I-ord Thomas had before 
{€tn them, and had fet off full gallop to gain the 
bridge. They faid, * There arc the French; they 
are more in number than we are j let us haften to 
take advantage of the bridge.' 

When fir Lewis and Garnet faw the EngUfh on 
the opppfite fide of the river, they alfo made 
hafte to gain the bridge : however, the Engliih 
arrived firft, and were mafters of it. They all 
difmounted, and drew themfelves up to defend 
and guard it. 

The French likewife difmounted on their ar- 
rival, and, giving their horfes for the fervants to 
lead them to the rear, took their lances, and ad- 
vanced in good order, to attack the Englifh and 
win the bridge^ The Englifh ftood firm, al* 
though they were fo few in comparifon with the 
enemy. 

' ■ .. - ■■ 

• I^uilac><t»-a town ia Poitou, diocefe of Poitiers. 

Whilft 
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Whilft the French and Bretons were confides 
ing the moft advantageous manner to begin the 
onlet^ fir John Chandos arrives with his company,' 
Ids banner difplayed and flying in the wind* 
This was borne by a valiant m^n at arms, called 
James Allen, and was a pile gules on a field ar- 
jgent. They might be about forty lances, who 
eagerly haftened to meet the French. As the 
Englifh arrived at a fmall hillock, about three 
fiirlongs from the bridge, the French fervants, 
who were between this hillock and the bridge, 
faw diem, and, being much frightened, faid, 
' Come away : let us favc ourfelves and our 
horfefi.' They therefore ran off, leaving their 
mafters to ihift as well as they could. 

Whpn fir John Chandos, with difplayed banner, 
was come up to the French, whom he thought 
rery lightly of, he began from horfeback to rail 
at them, faying; ' Do you hear. Frenchmen: 
you are mifchievous men at arms ^ you make in- 
curfions night and day at your pleafure : you take 
towns and caftles in Poitoii, of which I am fencf* 
chal. You ranfom poor people without my leave, 
9S if the country were your own ; but, by God, 
it'is not. Sir LfOuis, fir Louis, you and Carnet 
are too much the mafters. It is upwards of a 
year and a half that T have been endeavouring to 
meet you. Now, thanks to God, I do fo, and 
will tell you my mind. We will now try which 
of us is the flrongefl in this country. It has been 
often told me, that you were very defirous of 
feeing me : you have now that pleafure. I am 

John 
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John Chandos : look at me well ; and, if God 
pleafe, we will now put to the proof your great 
deeds of arms which are fo renowned.' 

With fuch words as thefe did fir John Chandos 
greet them : he would not haye.wifhed to have 
been any where elfe, fo eager was he to fight with 
them. 

Sir Louis and Carnct kept themfelves in a 
clofc body, as if they were willing to engage. 
Lord Thomas Percy and the Englifti on the other 
iide of the bridge knew nothing of what had 
pafTed, for the bridge was very high in the middle^ 
which prevented them from feeing over it. 

During this fcoffing of fir John Chandos, a 
Breton drew his fword, and could not refill: from 
beginning the batde : he ftruck an EngUfli fquire, 
named Simkin Dodenhale, and beat him fo much 
about the breaft with his fword that he knocked 
him off his horfe on the ground. Sir John Chan- 
dos, who heard the noife behind him, turned 
round, and faw his fquire on the ground and 
perfons beating him. This enraged him more 
than before : he faid to his men, ' Sirs, what are 
you about ? how fufier you this man to be (lain ? 
Difmount, difmount :* ^nd at the inftant he wte 
on foot, as were all his company. Simkin was 
rcfcued, and the battle began. 

Sir John Chandos, who was a fl:rong and bold 
knight, and cool in all his undertakings, had his 
banner advanced before him, furrounded by his 
men, with the fcutcheon above his arms , he him- 
fclf was drcffed in a large robe which fell to the 

ground. 
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ground, blazoned with his arms on white faitrenet, 
argent a pile gules; one on his breait, and the 
other on his back ; fo that he appeared refolved 
on fbme adventurous undertaking; and in this 
ilate, with fword in handj he advanced on foot 
towards the enemy. 

This morning there had been a hoar froft^ which 
had made the ^ound flippery ; fo that as he 
marched he entangled his legs with his robe, 
which was of the longeft^ and made a (tumble : 
during which time a fquire^ called James de St. 
M^n (a ftrong expert man), made a thruft at 
him with his lance, which hit him in the face, 
below the eye, between the nofc and forehead. 
Sir John Chandos did not fee the aim of the ftrokc, 
for he had loft the eye on that fide five years ago, 
on the heaths of Bourdeaux, at the chace of a 
ftag : what added to this misfortune, fir John had 
not put down his vizor, fo that in ftumbling he 
bore upon the lance, and helped it to enter into 
him. The lance, which had been ftruck from a 
ftrong arm, hit him fo feverely that it entered as 
far as the brain, and then the fquire drew it back 
to him again. 

. ■• iThe great pain was too much for fir John, fp 
h^ fell to the ground^ and turned twice over in 
great agony, like one who had received his death 
wQund. Indeed, fmce the blow, he never uttered 
a word. His people, on feeing this mifhap, were 
like madmen. His uncle^ iir Edward Clifford, 
haftily advanced,^ and, ftridmg over the body, 
(for the French were endeavouring to get poffef- 



46 

fion of It) J defended it moil valiaritty, and gaVe 
fuch well-dircfted blows with his fword that none 
dared to approach him. Two other knights, 
namely fir John Chambo and fir Bertrand de Caf-^ 
filies*, were like men diftrafted at feeing their 
mafter lie thus on the ground. 

The Bretons, who were more numerous than 
the Englifh, were much rejoiced when they faw 
their chief thus proftrate, and greatly hoped he 
was mortally wounded. They therefore advanced, 
crying out, * By God, my lords of England, you 
will all ftay with us, for you cannot now efcape.' 

The Englilh performed wonderful feats of arms^ 
as well to extricate themfelves from the danger 
they were in as to revenge their commander, fir 
John Chandos, whom they faw in fo piteous a 
ftate. A fquire attached to fir John marked out 
this James de St. Martin,., who had given the 
blow : he fell upon him in fiich a rage, and 
ftruck him with his lance as he was flying, that 
he ran him through both his thighs, and then 
withdrew his lance : however, in fpite of this, 
James de St. Martin continued the fight. 

Now if lord Thomas Percy, who had firft ar-* 
rived at the bridge, had imagined any thing^ 
what was going forwards, fir John Chandos' men- 
would have been confiderably reinforced ; but it 
was otherwife decreed ; for, not hearing any thing 
of the Bretons fmce be had feen them advancing 



* Sir John Chambo>«->fir John Caffilies. (^ Barnes calls 
the laft Cafe. 
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in a laige body towards the bridge, he th6ug^ 
Ai/cy might have retreated i (o that lord Thomas 
and his men continued their march^ keeping the 
load to Poitiers^ ignorant of what was pafling. 

Though the Engltlh fought fo bravely at the 

l>ridge of LuflaCj in the end they could not with- 

iband the ibrce of the Bretons and French, but 

were defeated, and the greater part made prifoners: 

Sir Edward Clifford ftood firm, and would not 

qut the body of his nephew. 

If the French had had their horfes, they would 
have gone o£f with honour, and have carried with 
them good prifoners -, but, as I have before faid» 
thm fervants had gone away with them. Thofe of 
chi En^iili alio had retreated, and quitted the 
fcenn qf batde. They remained therefore in bad 
p%h^ which forely vexed them, and faid among 
themielves, ^ This is a bad piece of bufinefs : the 
field is our own, and yet we cannot return through 
dtt fault of our fervants. It is not proper for us 
. who are armed and fatigued to march through this 
country on^ot, which is quite againft us ; and we 
are upwards of fix leagues from the neareft of any 
o(f^ fortrefles. We have, befides, our wounded 
a$|Nhiii, whom we cannot leave behind.' 

AS thty were in this fituation> not knowing 
wliM; to dp, and had ient off two or three of the 
Bretoa$, difarmed, to hunt after and endeavour to 
find their lervants, they: perceived advancing to-, 
wards them, fir Guifcard d* Angle, fir Louis de 
Harcourt, the lords de Partenay, de Tannay- 
i>outon, d'Argcotoo^ de Pinane, fir James de 
'.:4 Surgeres, 
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Surgeres, and feveral others. They ivcre foil tWd 
hundred lances^ and were fccking for the French ; 
for they had received information that they were 
out on an excurfion, and were then following the 
traces of their horfes. They came forwards, 
therefore, with difplayed banners fluttering in the 
wind, and marching in a diforderly manner* 

The moment the Bretons and French, faw themj 
they knew them for their enemies the barons and 
knights of Poitou. They therefore faid to the 
Englifh : ^ You fee that body of men coming to 
your afiiftance: we know we cannot withftand 
them : therefore,* calling each by his name, ^ you 
are our prifoners 5 but we give you your liberty, 
on condition that you take care to keep us com- 
pany ; and we furrender ourfelves to you, for wc 
have it more at heart to give ourfelves up to you 
than to thofe who are coming/ They anfwered^ 
^ God's will be done/ The Englilh thus obt^ned 
their liberty. 

The Poitevins foon arrived, with their lances in 
their refts, fhouting their war-cries ; but the Bre- 
tons and French, retreating on one fide, faid, 
* Hola ! flop, my lords : we arc prifoners alreadj^' 
The Englifh teflified to the truth of this by abat- 
ing, ' It is fo : they belong to us.* Carnet was 
prifoner to fir Bertrand de CafTilies and fir Lx)uis dc 
St. Julien to fir John Chambo : there was not 
one, who had not his mafter. 

Thefe barons and knights of Poitou were flruck 
with grief when they faw their fencfchal, fir John 
Chandos, lying in fo doleful a way, and not able to 

\, ipeak. 
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iptak. They began gricvoufly to lament his lo(s» 

^^yitig i ' Flower of knighthood ! oh, fir John 

Chandos ! curfed be the forging of that lance which 

Woiinded thee, and which has thus endangered thy 

life.' Thofe who were around the body mod 

tenderly bewailed him, which he heard, and an- 

Iwcrcd with groans, but could not articulate 

a word. They wrung their hands, and tore 

their hair, uttering cries and complaints, more 

cfpecially thofe who belonged to his houfe- 

hold. 

Sir John Chandos was difarmed very gendy by 
his own fervants, laid upon fhields and targets, 
and carried at a foot's pace to Mortemer, the 
neareft fort to the place where they were. The 
other barons and knights returned to Poitiers, 
carrying with them their prifoners. I heard diat 
James Martin, he who had wounded fir John 
Chandos, fufFered fo much from his wounds that 
he died at Poitiers, 

That gallant knight only furvived one day and 
night. God have mercy on his foul ! for never 
fince a hundred years did there exift among the 
Englifli one more courteous, nor fuller of every 
virtue and good quality than him. 

When the prince, princefs, earls of Cambridge 
and Pembroke, and the other Englifli knights in 
Guienne heard of this event, they were completely 
difconcertcd, and faid, they had now loft every 
thing on both fides of the fea. Sir John was 
lincerely r^etted by his friends of each fex j and 
fome lords in France bewailed his lofs. Thus it 
Vol. IV. E happens 
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happens through life. The Englifti loved him for 
all the excellent qualities he was poffefled of. The 
French hated him becaufe they were afraid of him. 
Not but that I have heard him at the time re- 
gretted by renowned knights in France ; for ,they 
faid it was great pity he was flain, and that, if he 
could have been taken prifoner, h^ was fd wife and 
full of devices, he would have folind fome means 
of cftablifhing a peace between France and Eng- 
land ; and Was fo much beloved by the king of 
England and his court that they wpuld have be- 
lieved what he fliould have faid in preference to all 
others. Thus were the French and Englilh great 
lolers by his death, for never have I heard other- 
wife ; but the Englifh the mofl, for by his valour 
and prudence Guienne might have been totally re- 
covered *. 



• Sir John Chandos was buried ^t Mortemer. Underneath 
is his epitaph, from les Annales d'Aquitaine par Bouchet. 

Je Jehan Chandault, des anglois capitaine. 
Fort chevalier, de Poiflou fenefchal 
Apres avoir fait guerre tres lointatne 
Au rois francois, tant a pied qu' a cheval 
£t pris Bertrand de Guefclin en un val, 
Les Poitevins, presLa(Iac> medifHrenc* ;/ 

A Mortemer, mon corps enterrer firtnt, ^ ^ 

En un cercueil eleve tout deneui> 
L'an mil trois cens avec feixante neuf. 
He founded and endowed the carmelite convent at Poitiers. 

* He was never married. Elizabeth and Eleanor, two of his 
fillers, (the latter being the wife of fir Roger Collins) and Ifa* 
bella, daughter to Margaret the third filler, at that time married 
to fir John Annefley, were found to be his next heirs.' Barnes. 

Lord 
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Lord Thomas Percy was appointed f?nefchal of 
iPoitou after the death of fir John Chandos. His 
cftates of St. Sauveuir le Vicomte fell to the kmg 
of England^ who gave them to one of his own 
kXughts^ by name fir Aleyne BoxhuU*, an un- 
comita^y able man. The prince of Wales fuc- 
cceded as heir to the other riches of fir John 
Chandosj as he was never married, and therefore 
had no children, to the amount of four hundred 
thoufand francs f. 

Shordy afterwards, thofe capddns who had been 
made prifoners at the bridge of Luflac were ran- 
ibmed, and received their freedom on paying 
down the fums agreed on, in which the king of 
France aflifted them. Sir Louis de St. Julien, fir 
William des Bourdes and Carnet le Breton return- 
ed to their garrifons. 

*^i— ■ Ill I ■! ■ I I ■ ^ 

• S^r Aleyne Boxhall<-rwas the 5 2d knight of the Garter, 
tonftable of the Tower of London, cnflos of the parks of Cla« 
tendon, &c. He lies buried near St. Erkenwalde's ihrine in St. 
Paul's church, about the year 1380. 

Sir Aleyne Boxhull had a commiffion to reilrain the excefles 
of Charles de Navarre in Normandy, and to put the caftle in 
good repair, dated the 24th November, 1370. — Rymer. 

f I ihould imagine Froiflart muil mean that the prince in- 
herited all he pofieiled in Aquitaine, &c. but hb fifter's children 
were his heirs in Engtond. 
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CHAP X. 

tHE LORD D£ COUCV AND THE LORD Dt POt/t^ 
MIERS ARE UNWILLING TO TAKE PART WITH 
EITHER StDE IN THIS WAR.*— THE LCtttDS DB 
MALEVAL AND D£ MARNEIL TURN TO THX 
FRENCH. 

A T this timc> there were knights in France 
•^^ greatly hurt at feeing this war between the 
two kings carried on with increafing vigour j and 
in particular, the lord dc Coucy, who was much 
interefted in it, as indeed he ought to be, for he 
held a very large eftate in England, as well in his 
own right as in that of his wife, who was daughter 
of the king of England ; which eftate it would be 
neceflary for him to renounce, if he wilhed to fervc 
the king of France, whofe kinfman and country- 
man he was : he therefore thought it moft profit- 
able to diflcmble between the two kings, and to 
travel to foreign parts. He very wifely took all 
his meafures ; and, having obtained leave of the 
king of France, he fet out with few attendants^ 
and went to Savoy, where he was honourably re- 
ceived by the earl, barons and knights of that 
country. When he had remained there as long as 
he judged proper, he departed, and, continuing 
his road, entered Lombardy, vifited the lords of 
Milan, the lords Galeas and lord Barnabo Vifcond, 
when at firfthe was made heartily welcome by them. 

In 
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In like manner did fir Aimemon de Pommiers, 
who was one of die princess knights, quit the 
duchy of Aquitaine. He declared, that during 
this war, he would not bear arms for one fide nor 
the other. This knight croffcd the fca to Cyprus : 
he vifi^ the holy fepulchre, and travelled to feve- 
ral other places. 

At this period, fir John de Bourbon ♦ came to 
Paris. He held fome lands of the prince; and the 
king of France would have gladly feen him return 
the homage to the prince, but the count de la 
Marche would not liften to it. The lord de Pierre 
Buffiere, a'Qinoufin knight at that time at Paris^ 
followed his example. But two other barons and 
great lords in Limoufin unfortunately afted other- 
wife : fir Louis de Maleval and fir Raymond de 
Marncil his nephew, who being at Paris turned 
Frenchmen, and from their fortrcfles afterwards 
made a difaftrous war on the prince. 

The king of England and his council were much 
^exed at this ; for it appeared that the barons and 
knights of Guienne thus changed their fides with-, 
out any conftraint, and of their own free will. The 
king therefore, by the advice of his council, or- 
dered letters to be written and fealcd with his feal, 
which he ordered to be fent by two or three of his 
knights into Poitou and Aquitaine, to publifii them 
in all die cities, caflles and principal towns. 

• Sir John de Bourbon. ' He was fonof fir James de Bour- 
bon who combated the free companies^ chapter ccxxv, and was 
count de la Marche.'-— Den rs Sa wage— ^^^xro/. 120. 
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At this time, fir Caponncl de Caponnal was dc-* 
livcrcd from his prifon at Agen, in exchange for 
one of the prince's knights, by name fir Thomas 
Banafter, who had been taken in a flcirmifh before 
Perigord. But the counfellor of ftate who had 
been fent with him remained prifoner iiB|^genj, 
and fir Caponnel returned to France. We will 
repprt the letter which the king of England fent 
into Aquitaine« 



CHAP XI, 



THE FORM OF THE LETTER WHICH THE ENG- 
LISH KING SENT INTO, AQUITAINE. CHA- 

TELHERAUT IS TAKEN BY THE FRENCHj^ 
AND BELLEPERCHE IS BESIEGED. 



T^DWARD, by the grace of God, king of 
•*^ England, lord of Ireland and of Aquitaine, 
to all who fhall fee or hear thefe prefent letters ; 
Know, that we having confidercd the matter of 
the boundaries of our lordfliip of Aquitaine, as 
well as its extent under various lords, have . had 
information relative to fome oppreflions done, or 
intended to have been done, by our very dear fon 
the prince of Wales, to this lordfhip aforefaid : 
for which caxife we, hold it a duty to endeavour to 
obviate and remedy any fucb improper afts, and 

to 
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to conciliate all hatred and rancour that may have 
arifen between us and our loyal friends and fub- 
jecb. We therefore announce, pronounce and 
ordain, out of our deliberate and pcrfeft good 
will> and by the refolutions of our council for this 
caijic J|||jBibled, that our very dear fon the prince 
of Walt$ defift from all forts of exactions, done or 
aoout to be done ; and that he reflore and make 
reftitution to all of each fex who may have been 
opprefled by him, oj by his officers in Aquitaine, 
with all cofts, fees and expenfes that they may 
have incurred under the name of thefe taxes, aids 
or fouages. 

And if any of our feal fubjedls and friends, as 
well prelates as other members of the church, 
iiniverfities, barons, knights, townlhips, inhabit- 
ants of cities and large towns have turned, or may 
be willing to turn, through bad information or 
i^eak advice, to the party of our adverfary the 
Icing of France, we pardon thi^ mifdeed, if, after 
having read this letter, they fhall return to ua 
^v^ithin one month from the date hereof. And wc 
entreat thofe our loyal and trufty friends, that they 
^3 comport themfelves not to draw on them any 
reproach as to their faith ai?d homage; which thing 
'^^ovld greatly difpleafe us, and with forrow ftiould 
>v^ perceive it. If our very dear fon the prince of 
^ale3, or any of his dependants complain of 
being hurt or opprefled,, either now or in former 
times, we will have fuch opprcffions amended j fo 
that in reafon it may be fuffic^^pnt to encourage 
love, peace and concord between us and thofe 
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within our houndarics jn our iforcfaid lordfhip. 
And, in order that thcfe things may be publicly 
known, we will that each perfon have a copy of 
this prcfent letter, the conditions of which we 
have folemnly fworn to obferve, and not break 
through, upon the body of Jesus CHitia||^jQ-the 
prefence of our very dear fon John duke of'Lan- 
cafter, William earl of Salifbury, the earl of War- 
Wick, the earl of Hereford, Walter Manny, the 
baftard of Percy, lords Neville, Bourchier and 
Stafford, Richard Pembridge, Roger Bcauchamp, 
Guy Brian, the lords Mohun and Delaware, 
Aleyne Boxhul and Richard S terry, knights. 
Given at our palace of Weftminfter, the fifth day 
6( November, in the forty-fourth year of our 
reign*. 

This letter was carried by two of the king of 
England's knights into the principality and duchy 
of Aquitaine, proclaimed and publifhed every 
Vjrhere. Copies of it were promptly and fecrcdy 
fent to Paris, to the vifcount de la Rochechouart, 
the lords de Maleval and de Marneil, as well to 
feveral others of the French nation as to thofe who 
had turned to that intereft. 

Notwithftanding the letter they had proclaimed 
in the country of Aquitaine and elfewhere, I never 
heard that it had any effeft, or that any one wa$ 
prevented by it from following his own inclina- 
tions; but that more turned to the party of 



♦ This letter is not in Rymcr. 

France, 
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France, and the French daUy advanced in dicir 
conquefirs. 

As foon as fir Louis de St. Julien was* returned 

CO la Roche-pofay, fir William des Bourdes to his 

garr iibll of la Haye in Touraine, and Garnet Ic 

Brettm^^&to St Savin, they fecrctly planned a new 

eiq>edllion of men at arms, and companions well 

mounted on whom they could depend. They fet 

off to fcale the walls of the town of Chatelhc- 

faut, and, arriving there at early morn, would have 

made prifoner fir Louis de Harcourt, who was 

flecping at his hotel in the town, not any way 

fulpe&ing fuch an enterprife, if he had not fled 

vrith his bed-clothes, without Ihoes or ftockings. 

From houfe to houfe, and from garden to garden, 

in great dread of being taken by the French, 

who had fcaled the walls of the town, until at laft 

he arrived at the bridge of Chatelheraut, which 

his people had fortified: there he faved himfelf, 

and remained a confiderable time. 

The Bretons and French, however, were mafters 
of the whole town, and placed a ftrong garrifon 
in it, of which Garnet was captain. This garrifon 
advanced daily to engage with thofe who ftill kept 



* His name was Jean de Keranlouet. In the proofs attached 
to the HiHoire de la Bretagne, are feveral acquittances fhsm 
Jean de Keranlouet, in which he is ftiled, Ecu^er, HuiJJier 
d^Jirmes du Rot notre Sire» Capitaine de la VilU de la Rocbe-pofay^ 
for his own pay as well as for his foldiers. He was to condu^ 
four hundred combatants into Guienne 1371 ; and alfo to march 
to the affiilance of Moncontour. 

poflcflion 
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poffeflion of the bridge ; and many a gallant £kir* 
mifh and feat of arms were performed. 

Duke Louis de Bourbon was much enraged 
that the Englifli and free companies fhould keep 
pofleffion of his country, the Bourbonoisj. and 
that Ortigo, Bernard de Wift and Bernayd dc b 
Salle, fhould hold his caftle of Bellepcrchc, and 
detain his mother prifoner in it : he refolved, 
therefore, to fet on foot an expedition of men 3t 
arms, and lay fiege to the caftle of Belleperche, 
which, he declared, he would not quit until he 
had re-taken it. He fpoke of it to the king of 
France, who inftantly promifed to affift him. in th? 
fiege with men and ihoney. He left Paris, hav- 
ing ordered his rendezvous at Moulins in the Boiuv 
bonois, and at St. Pourfaint*, whither there cam^ 
a numerous body of men at arms ai^d able com* 
batants. 

The lord de Beaujeu came to ferve him, with 
thrfee hundred lances : the lords de Villars and dc 
Roucillon, with one hundred; and numbers of 
barons and knights from Auvergne and Forets^ 
of which he was lord paramount, through the 
lady his wife, the daughter of that gallant lonj 
Beroald count dauphin. 

The duke arrived and fixed his quarters before 
the caftle of Belleperche, where he built a large 
and ftrong redoubt, in which his men might be 
fheltered every night, and Ikirmifh with the gar- 
rifpn during the day. He had alfo brought and 



• St. Pottriaint>— 'a town in Auvergne, diocefe of Clermont. 

pointed 
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pointed againft the caftle four large machines^ 
ivhich kept continually throwing, night and day, 
ftones and logs of wood, fo that they broke through 
the roofs of all the houfes, and beat down the 
greatec part of the towers. 

Thie fliother of the duke of Bourbon, who was 
a prifoner within the caftle, was much alarmed, 
and fcnt frequently to entreat her fon to abftain 
from this mode of attack, for thefe machines an- 
noyed her exceedingly j but the duke, who knew 
for certain that thefe requcfts came from his ene- 
mies, replied that he would not defift happen what 
would. 

When the garrifon found themfelves fo much 
Jiaraffed, and that the French force was daily in- 
creafing j for fir Louis de Sancerre, marfhal of 
France, had juft arrived with a large body of men 
at arms j they refolved to fend and acquaint fir John 
Devcreu^, fcncfchal of Limoufin, who refided at 
la Souteraine*, two Ihort days journey from them, 
of their diftrefs, and who knew tliat, when thefe 
lords of Poitou and Gafcony had made an excur- 
fion from Quercy, it was upon the faith, that if 
they ftiould take any caflies in France, and were 
bcfieged in them, they would be aflifted. 

They wrote their letters, and fent them off in 
the night by one of their fervants to the caftle of 
fir John Devereux. Sir John recognized the mef- 
fenger by the tokens he mentioned, and, having 



• La Souteraiae,-^a town in Limoufin, abou; two le^goet 
from Limoges. 

read 
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read the letters, laid, ' that he would moft wil* 
lingly acquit himfelf of his engagement, and that 
the more efFeftually to do fo, he would immedi- 
ately wait on the prince and the lords who were 
with him, at Angouleme, and exert himfelf fb 
that the garrifon of Belleperche fliould be rein- 
forced/ 

Sir John Devereux fet out, after having given 
proper direftions refpefting his caftle and garrifon 
to his officers, and, being arrived at Angouleme, 
found there the prince, the earl of Cambridge, 
the earl of Pembroke, fir John Mountague, fir 
Robert KhoUes, lord Thomas Percy, fir Thomas 
Felton, fir Guifcard d'Angle, the captal de Buch 
and many others. He explained to them, how 
thefe free companies in the cafl:le of Belleperche 
were befieged and much ftraitened by the French 
under the duke de Bourbon and the count dc St, 
Pol*, The lords, on hearing this ftatement, re- 
plied with great cheerfulnefs, that they muft be 
relieved, according to the promifes which had 
been made them. 

This bufinefs was intrufted to the earls of Cam- 
bridge and Pembroke ; and the prince iflued a 
fummons to all his vaffals, who, in fight of it, 
were to aflemble in the town of Limoges. Upon 
which, knights, fquires, free companies, and men 



"^ Denys Sauvage thinks it ought to be the count de San* 
cerre, as the count de St. Pol's name has not been mentioned 
before. 1 fliould be of this opinion, if every copy I havet 
printed and MS. did not fay St. Pol. 

at 
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at ^rtis, inarched to that place, according to thcif 
orders; and, when they were muftered, they 

amounted to upwards of fifteen hundred lances 

and about three thoufand others. They marched 

to Bellepcfche, where they encamped • themfelves 

oppolite to the French. 

The French kept themfelves clofe in their re- 
doubt, which was as ftrong and as well fortified as a 
good town might be. The Englifh foragers were at 
a lols where to feek for provifions, fo that, when- 
ever it was pofliblc, fome were brought to them 
from Poitiers. 

Sir Louis de Sancerre, marfhal of France, gave 
cxaA information of the number and condition of 
die EogUfli to the king of France, and to thofe 
kjQights who had remained at Paris : he fent alfo 
a prodaniadon^ which he had affixed to the gates 
of the palace. It ran in thefe words : 

* Ye knights and fquires who are anxious of 
renown^ and ieek for deeds of arms, I inform 
you for a truth, that the earl of Cambridge and 
the eari of Pembroke are arrived with their troops 
at Bclleperche, with the intention of raifing the 
ficgc which we have fo long made : we have fo 
much ftraitcned the garrifon of the caftle that it 
muft immediately furrender, or our enemies beat 
us in a pitched batde. Come therefore hither, 
diredlly, for you will have opportunities of ex- 
hibiting your prowefs in arms ; and know that 
the Englilh are encamped fo much apart, and 
in fuch pofitions, that they may be wonderfully 
annoyed/ 

Upon 



Upon this cxhortati9n and requcffc of* the mar-" 
ihal, feveral good knights and fquircs of France 
advanced to thofe parts j and I know myfclf that 
the governor of Blois, named Alart de Touftannc^ 
went thither with fifty lances; as did alfo the 
count de Porcien, and his brother fir Hugh de 
Porcicn. 



CHAP. XII. 

THE EARLS OF CAMBRIDGE AND PEMBROKE 
CARRY OFF THE MOTHER OF THE DUKE OF 
BOURBON WITH THE GARRISON OF BELLB- 

PERCHE. THE DUK^ OF BOURBON TAKES 

POSSESSION OF THAT CASTLE. 

TX7HEN the earls of Cambridge and Pembroke 
^^ had remained before the French army at 
Belleperche fifteen days, and did not fee any figns 
of the French quitting their redoubLto fight with 
them, they called a council, in which they rc- 
folved to fend to them a herald, to know what 
they meant to do. Chandos the herald was or- 
dered on this bufinefs, and it was repeated to him 
what he was to fay : he therefore went to them, 
and faidj ' My matters and lords fend me to 
you, and inform you by my mouth, that they 
arc quite aftonilhcd you have allowed them to re- 
main fifteen days here, and have not fallied out of 

yo 
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your fort to give them battle. They therefore tell 
you, that if you will come forth to meet them, 
they will permit you to choofe any plot of ground 
for the field of batde ; and let God give the event 
of it to whomfocver he pleafes,* 

The duke of Bourbon made to this the follow- 
ing reply : * Chandos, you will tell your matters, 
that I (hall not combat as they may wiQi or de- 
fire. I know well enough where they are ; but for 
all that, I will not quit my fort nor raife the fiege, 
unril I fhall have re-conquered the caftle of 
Belleperche.' * My lord,* anfwered the herald, * I 
will not fail to report what you have faid.* 

The herald fet out, and on his return gave the 
duke's anfwer, which was not very agreeable. 
They called another council, and when it was over, 
gave to Chandos a propofal, for him to carry to 
the French. He did fo, and faid j ' Gendemen, 
my lords and matters let you know, that fmcc 
you are not willing to accept the offer they have 
made you, three days hence, between nine and 
twelve o'clock in the morning, you, my lord 
duke of Bourbon, will fee your lady-rtlother 
placed on horfeback, and carried away. Confider 
this, and refcue her if you can.' 

The duke anfwered j * Chandos, Chandos, tell 
jsour matters, they carry on a moft difgraceful 
war, when they feize an ancient lady from among 
her domeftics, and carry her away like a prifoner. 
It was never feen formerly, that in the warfare be- 
tween gentlemen, ladies or damfels were treated 
as pri(bners. It will certainly be very unpleafant 

to 
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tOi me tx) fee my lady-mother thus carried off t we 
muft recover her as foon as we can : but the caf- 
de they cannot take with them : that, therefore^ 
we will have. Since you have twice come hither 
with propofitions, you will bear this from me to 
your mailers, that if they will draw out fifty men^ 
we will draw out the fame number, and let the 
viftory fall where it may.* ' My lord,' replied 
the herald, * I will relate to them every thing 
you have told me.' 

At thefe words, Chandos left them, and re- 
turned to the carls of Cambridge and Pembroke 
and the other lords, and told them the offer the 
duke of Bourbon had fent them. They were ad- 
vifed not to accept it. Preparations were therefore 
made for the departure of the army, and to carry 
off with them the lady and the garrifon, which 
had been exceedingly harraffed by the machines of 
the ^nemy. 

When the appointed day arrived, they ordered 
their trumpets to found at early morning : upon 
which every one armed himfelf and drew up, both 
horfe ,and foot, in order of battle, as if they cx- 
pefted a combat, with their banners and pennons 
flying before them. In this manner were they 
arrayed j and on this day fir John Montague, ne- 
phew to the earl of Salifbury, dilplayed his ban- 
ner. They had ordered . their trumpets and min- 
ftrels to found very loud j and at nine o'clock the 
garrifon and madame de Bourbon came out of the 
caflile of Bellepcrche. They mounted her on a 

palfrey 
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palfrey handfomely equipped for her. She was 
accompanied by her ladies and damfels. 

The Englifh army marched away at mid-day. 
Sir Euftace d'Ambreticourt and fir John Deve- 
rcux* attended upon madame de Bourbon j and in 
this manner they returned to the principality, where 
the lady remained a confiderable time a prifoner 
to the free companions at la Roche Vaucloix in 
Limoufin f. 

This capture never pleafed the prince, who, 
whenever it was mentioned, faid, that if any 
others than the free companies had taken the 
duchefs, flicf fliould inftantly have had her liberty : 
and when the captains of thefe free companies 
Ipoke to him on the fubjeft, he told them to 

• Sir John Devcreux— banneret— 76th knight of the Garter, 
a baron from the 8th to the 16th Richard II. — See Dugdale.— 
Steward of the houfehold to Richard II. conftable and governor 
of the cinque ports. Died fuddenly 16th Richard II. Buried 
Grayfriars> London. 

' Sir Nicholas Lovaine held Penfhurfl 44th Edward III. and 
married Margaret, eldeft daughter of John Vere, earl of Ox- 
ford^-— re* married to Henry lord Beaumont, and after to £r 
John Devereux, knight of the Garter, lord warden of the 
cinque ports, fteward of the houfehold 1 1 th Richard II. ; in 
whofe 16th year he had licence to embattle his manfion-houfe 
at Penihurfl, and his daughter and heirefs was married to Wil- 
)iam lora Ficzwalter, but he only enjoyed this manor in right of 
his wife.'-^Jft/iii MSS. from Phil}ot*$ Kent^ p. 370. 

f In the curious life of the duke de Bourbon, printed at 
Paris 1612, from old MSS. the account of this ficge is very 
differently related, and entirely to the honour of the French. 
The duchefs is there faid to be carried prifoner to the tower of 
Bron» near to Brouage on the fea-coail. 

Vol. IV. F make 
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make fomc fort of an exchange, for him to get 
back his knight, fir Simon Burley*, whom the 
French had taken. 

You may fuppofe the duke of Bourbon was 
greatly inccnfcd when he faw his lady- mother car- 
ried away from the caftle of Belleperchc in the 
Bourbonois. Soon after her departure, he marched 
from the redoubt, and fent his men to take poC- 
feffion of his own caftle of Belleperche, which the 
Englifh had left quite empry. 

Thus ended this grand expedition, and each 
withdrew to his ufual place of refidence. The 
French, who were under the duke of Bourbon re- 
tired to the garrifons from whence they had come. 
The duke returned with his knights and fquires to 
the king of France, who received him with great 
joy, and entertained him handfomely. The earl 
of Cambridge went to his brother at Angouleme ; 
and the earl of Pembroke and his troops to Mor- 
tagne in Poitou. Thofe free companies and men 
at arms who had been in Belleperche went into 
Poitou and Saintonge, fecking for provifions, and 
committing many difgraceful afts, from which 
they had not the inclination to refrain themfelves, 
nor power to reftrain others. 

Sir Robert KnoUcs, Ihortly after this, left the 
prince, and returned to his caftle of Derval in 
Brittany, where he had not been a month, before 



• Sir Simon Burley — knight — was 75 th knight of the Garter, 
warden of the cinque portv governor of Windfor and Dover 
cables. Beheaded 1388. See HollingIhead« 

the 
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the king of England fent him pofitive orders to 
fet out, without delay, and crofs the fea to him 
in England, as he would find his profit in it. Sir 
Robert very willingly obeyed this fiimmons : hav- 
ing made his preparations, he embarked and 
landed in Cornwall, at St. Michael's Mount, and 
thence continued his road until he arrived at 
Windfbr, where he found the king, who was right 
glad to fee him, as were all the Englifli barons ; 
for they thought they ftiould have much need of 
him, as he was fo great a captain and leader of 
men at arms. 



CHAP. XIII. 

THE FOUR BROTHERS OF FRANCE HAVE A 
MEETING.— THEIR PREPARATIONS FOR THE 
WAR. THE MOTHER OF THE DUKE OF BOUR- 
BON OBTAINS HER LIBERTY. A TREATY EN- 
TERED INTO BETWEEN THE KINGS OF FRANCE 
AND NAVARRE. 

A T this time the duke of Anjou fet out from 
•^ Touloufe, and marched in great array through 
the kingdom of France : he continued his route 
until he arrived in Paris, where he found the king 
and his other brothers the dukes of Berry and 
Burgundy, who received him with infinite plea- 
fure. 

Fa The 
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The four brothers, during the time they were 
together in Paris, held many councils and conful- 
tations on the ftate of the kingdom, and in what 
manner they fliould beft a6t during the enfuing 
fummer. It was determined to raife two large 
armies, and make an incurfion to Aquitaine. The 
duke of Anjou was to command one of thefe ar- ' 
mies, which fhould enter Guienne by la R6olc 
and Bergerac : the duke of Berry the other to- 
wards Limoges and Quercy, when thefe two ar- 
mies were to unite and march to Angouleme, to 
befiege therein the prince of Wales. It was alfo 
propofed and determined in thefe confultations to 
recal that valiant knight fir Bertrand du Guefclin, 
who had fo gallandy and loyally fought for the 
crown of France, and entreat him to accept the 
charge of conftable of France. 

When king Charles, his brothers and his coun- 
cil, had completely arranged their future plans, 
and had enjoyed themfelves together for fomc 
time, the duke of Anjou, early in May, took his 
leave of them, to return the firft to his govern- 
ment^ for he had the longeft journey to make. 
He was efcorted by the barons and knights of 
France, being much beloved by them, and pur- 
fued his journey until he came to Montpellier, 
where he tarried uowards of a month, and then 
returned to Touloufe. 

He dire^5lly coUefted as many men at arms as 
he was able, wherever he could hear of them, and 
foon had a large force from thofe who had kept 
tlae field guarding the frontiers of the Englifla in 

Rouerguc 
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Rouerguc and Quercy: for le petit Mechin, 
Naudon de Pans, Perrot dc Savoye, Ic bourg 
Camusj Anthoine le Negrc, Lanuit, Jaques dc 
Bray and numbers of their companions had re- 
msuned all the year at Cahors. where they had 
ravaged and ruined the country. 

On the other hand, the duke of Berry went to 
Bourges in Berry, where he had iflued a grand 
fummons to all knights and fquires of France, and 
Burgundy. 

The duke of Bourbon had gone into his own 
country, where he had given orders concerning 
this intended expedition, and had coUefted a large 
body of knights and fquires from the country of 
Forets and the Bourbonois. His brother, count 
Peter d' Alen^on made preparations in another part, 
and with good cfFeft. 

Sir Guy de Blois, at this period, was returned 
from Pruffia, where he had been made a knight, and 
dilplayed his banner in an enterprize againft the 
enemies of God. As foon as this gallant knight 
arrived in Hainault, and was informed of the ex- 
pedition which his coufins of France were about 
to undertake in Aquitaine, he made immediate 
preparations for joining it i and, fetting out from 
Hainault with all his array, he arrived at Paris to 
prefent himfelf to the king. He was gladly re- 
ceived by him, and ordered to join the duke of 
Berry with a command of knights, fquires and 
men at arms in the expedition. Sir Guy de Blois, 
therefore, left the city of Paris, and rode to Or- 
leans in his way to Berry. 

F3 In 
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In like manner as the king of France had ar- 
ranged his armies, fo did die king of England by 
two armies and two expeditions. It was ordered 
that the duke of Lancafter fhould march with four 
hundred men at arms and as many archers into 
Aquitaine, to reinforce his brothers ; for it was 
thought that the greateft force of the enemy 
would be fent to that country. The king and his 
council determined that another army of men at 
arms and archers fhould enter Picardy under fir 
Robert Knolles, who was perfectly capable of fuch 
a command, having learnt it under the moft able 
matters for a confiderable time. 

Sir Robert, at the requeft of the king, wil- 
lingly undertook this expedition : he promifed ta 
crofs the fea to Calais, to pafs through the whole 
kingdom of France, and to fight with the French, 
if they were bold enough to meet him in the 
field. Of this he feemed quite certain, and made 
wonderful preparations for himfelf, as well as for 
all thofe who were to accompany him. 

The mother of the duke of Bourbon about 
this time obtained her liberty, being exchanged 
for fir Simon Burley, the prince of Wales's knight. 
Sir Euftace d'Ambreticourt was very inftrumental 
in bringing this bufinefs to an end, for which the 
duke of Bourbon and the queen of France teftified 
their obligations to him. 

There had been^^for a confiderable time, long 
negociations carried on between the king of France 
and the king of Navarre, who refided at Cher- 
bourg. The , minifters of both kings managed 

the 
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ihc bufinefs in fuch a manner that they informed 
the king of France he had not any reafon for 
waging war againft his brother-in-law the king of 
Navarre; They added, that for the prefent he 
had enough on his hands with his war with Eng- 
kndj and that he had better leave things as they 
then were, left greater evils might arife ; for, if the 
king of Navarre Ihould confent to admit the Eng* 
liih into his forts in Coutantin, they would harrafs 
the country of Normandy moft grievoufly, which 
was a thing to be well confidered and attended 
to. 

Upon receiving this information and advice, 
the king of France confented to a peace. He 
went to the town of Rouen, where all the trea- 
ties were drawn up and confirmed. The arch- 
bifhop of Rouen, the count d'Alen^on, the count 
de Sallebruche, fir William des Dormans ♦ and 
fir Robert Lorris waited on the kmg of Navarre, 
whom they found at Vernon. He made for them 
grand dinners and magnificent feafl:s ; after which 
they condufted him to the king of France at 
Rouen, when thcfe treaties and alliances were 
again read, fworn to, confirmed and fcaled. It 
fcems that the king of Navarre, by the articles 
of this peace was to renounce whatever engagements 
he may have entered into with the king of Eng- 
land, and that he himfclf, on his return to Na- 
varre, was to declare war againft him. For greater 
fecurity of the affedtion between him and the king 

• Sir Wiiliam des Dormans — was chancellor of France. 
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of France, he was to leave in his hands his tw» 
fons, Charles and Peter, as hoftages. Upon this 
treaty being concluded, the two kings left Rouen, 
and came to Paris, where there were again great 
feafts. When they had fufficiently enjoyed and 
amufed themfelves, they took leave of each other. 
The king of Navarre quitted the king of France in 
the mod amicable manner, leaving his two chil- 
dren with their uncle. He fet out for Montpellicr^ 
and returned through that country to Foix, and 
from thence to his own kingdom of Navarre. 

We will now return to what was paffing in Aqm- 
tainc. 



-r*- 



CHAP XIV. 

SIR BERTRAND DU GUESCLIN" LEAVES SPAIH 
AND ARRIVES AT TOULOUSE, WHERE THE 
DUKE OF ANJOU RECEIVES HIM WITH GREAT 

JOY. THEY TAKE TOGETHER SEVERAL CAS- 

TLES FROM THE ENGLISH, 

'VT'OU know, as we have before mentioned it, 
■■" that the duke of Anjou had been in France, 
and that, according to arrangements then made, 
upon his return to Languedoc, he was to invade, 
with his whole force, Guienne j for he never loved 
the prince of Wales nor the Englifh, and indeed 
made no pretenfions to that efFeft. Before he left 
Paris, the king of France, by his defire, had fent 

letters 
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letters and ambafladors to the king of Caftilc, tct 
rcqucft he would fend back fir Bcrtrand du Gucf- 
clin, for by fo doing he would very rnucl: oblige 
him. At the fame time, the king and duke of 
Anjou wrote moft friendly letters to fir Bertraiid 
himfelf. 

The envoys made hafte on their journey, and 
4 found king Henry with fir Bertrand in the city of ■ 
Leon in Spain, to whom they delivered their let- 
ters and the mefTage from the king of France, 

The king of Spain never wiflied to detain Jir 
Bertrand, nor would have forgiven himfelf for fb 
doing. Sir Bertrand therefore made his prepara- 
tions in hafte, and, taking leave of king Henry, 
fct out with his attendants, and continued his road 
until he came to Touloufe. where tlie duke of 
Anjou was. He had already there aflembled a 
very • large force of men at arms, knights and 
fquircs, and waited for nothing but the arrival of 
fir Bertrand du Guefclin ; fo that upon his coming 
the duke of Anjou and all the French were migh- 
tily rejoiced. Orders were given to march from 
Touloufe, and invade the territories of the prince. 
The duke of Lancafter at this time was arrived 
at Southampton, with four hundred men at arms 
and an equal number of archers. He embarked 
them and every neceflary provifion and ftores 
on board ihips, with the intent of failing for 
Bourdeaux*, provided they might have a favour- 
able wind. 

With the duke, and linder his command, were 
thp Iprd Roos (of Hamlake), fir Michael de la 
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Pole ♦, fir Robert le Roux f, fir John dc St. £0^ 
and fir William Beauchamp ij:. 

The duke of Anjou left the city of Toulodc 
with a great and well ordered array. He was in- 
tended hy the count d'Armagnac, the lord d*Al- 
hret, the count de Perigord, the count dc Com- 
minges, the vifcount de Carmaing, the count dc 
Lifle, the vifcount de Bruniguel, the vifcount de 
Narboilnc, the vifcount de Talar, the lord dc la 
Barde, the lord de Pincomet, fir Bertrand Tandc, 
the fenefchal of Touloufe, the fenefchal of Car- 
caflbnnc, the fenefchal of Beaucaire and feveral 
others, amounting in the whole to upwards of two 
thoufand lances, knights and fquires, and fix 
thoufand footmen, armed with pikes and fhield&. 
Sir Bertrand du Guefclin was appointed to the 
command of all this force. 

They directed their march through the Age- 
nois ; and being joined by more than a thoufand 
combatants from the free companies, who had 
waited for them all the winter in Quercy, they 
made for Agen. 

The firft fort they came to was that of MoilTac |. 
The whole country were fo frightened at the ar- 
rival of the duke of Anjou, and the large army he 
had brought, that they trembled before him, and 

• Sir Michael de la Pole, afterwards, earl of Suffolk, andfa* 
vouritc of Richard II.— See Dugdale. 

f Sir Robert le Roux, — Barnes calls fir Robert Ros. 

J Sir William Beauchamp, — LordAbergavenny. — Dugdale. 

y MoiiTac,— a town in Quercy, 12 leagues from Agen. 
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neither towns nor caftles had any inclination to 
hold out againft him. When he arrived before 
Moiflac, the inhabitants inftantly furrendcred and 
turned to the French. They then advanced to Agen, 
which followed this example. They afterwards 
marched towards Tonneins * on the Garonne ; and 
the French went on unmolefted> following the 
courfc of the river <jaronne, in order to have 
plenty of forage : they came to Port St. Marie f, 
. which immediately furrendered. The French 
placed men at arms and garrifons m all thefe towns. 
The town and caftle of Tonneins did the fame, in 
which they placed a captain and twenty lahces to 
guard it. They afterwards took the road to Mont- 
pczat J and Aiguillon ||, burning and dcftroying 
all the country. 

When they came before Montpezat, which is a 
good town and has a ftrong caftk, thofe within 
were fo much frightened by the duke of Anjou 
that they direftly opened their gates. The French 
then advanced to the ftrong caftle of Aiguillon, 
where they only remained four days ; for then the 
garrifon furrendered to the duke, not being fuch 
men as fir Walter Manny commanded, when he 
defended it againft John duke of Normandy, after- 
wards king of France. The inhabitants of Ber- 

• Tonneins, — a town of Agenois on the Garonne, 41 leagues 
from Touloufe. • 

t Porte St. Marie, on the Garonne, beloW Agen. 
X Montpezat,-— a village in Guienne, near Tonneins. 
II Aiguillon,»— a town of Guienne, one league from Tonneins. 

gerac 
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gerac were very much aftonifhcd at their hzviog 
fb done : for the governors, at this' time, of Ber- 
gerac, were the captal de Buch and fir Thomas 
Felton, who had with them one hundred laoces^ 
Englifh and Gafcons. 






CHAP. XV. 

TH£ DUKE OF BERRY IlfVADES LIMOUSIN. 

TUST as the duke of Anjou and his army had 
^ invaded the territories of the prince by die 
way of Touloufc and Agen, fb did the duke of 
Berry with his army enter the Limoufin. He had 
full .xwelve hundred lances and three thoufand 
footmen, who conquered towns and cafUes, and 
burnt and deftroyed the country they marched 
through. 

With the duke of Berry were, the duke <rf 
Bourbon, the count d'Alenjon, fir Guy de Bloisi 
fir Robert d'Alen^on count du Pcrche, fir Joha 
d'Armagnac, fir Hugh Dauphin, fir John dc 
Villemur, the lords de Bcaujeu, de Villars>^ de 
Senac, fir Geofiiy de Montagu, fir Louis dc 
Maleval, fu- Raymond de Marneil, fir John dc 
Boulogne, his uncle fir Geoffry de Boulogne, the 
vifcount d*Uzes, the lords de Sully, de Talenton^ 
de Confant, Dappechcre, Dacon, fir John Da- 

menuej 
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mcnuc, Ymfaaut de Pcfchin, and many other good 
ioronsj knights and fquires. 

This army entered Limoufin, where they did 
infinite mifchief, and advanced to befiege the city 
of Limoges. In this city were a body of Englifh, 
whom fir Hugh Calverley, the lenefchal of Li- 
moufin had placed there; but he was not the 
maftcr, for the bifhop of the city governed it, in 
whom the prince of Wales put much confidence, 
looking upon him as his fleady friend. 

The prince of Wales, who kept his court at 
Angouleme, had received information of thefe two 
grand expeditions of the dukes of Anjou and of 
Berry, and how they had invaded his principality 
at two different places. It was alfo told the prince, 
diat as far as could be imagined, they were march- 
ing to form a jundtion near Angouleme, to be- 
fiege him and the princefs therein, and^advifed 

him to confider of it. 

The prince, who was valour itfclf, and full of 
rcfources, replied, that ' his enemies ftiould never 
find him fhut up in town or cafl:le, and that he 
would immediately march and take the field againft 
them/ 

Clerks and knights were inftantly employed to 
write and fend oiF letters to loyal friends and fub- 
jcfis in Poitou, Saintonge, la Rochelle, Rouergue, 
Quercy, Gorre, Bigorre and Agenois, command- 
ing diem, with as many men as they could bring, 
to meet him at the town of Cognac. His rendez- 
vous was fixed there i and he foon left Angou- 
leme, 
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leme^ attended by the princefs and his young t 
Richard. 

But during the time this fummons was fent, a 
every one making his preparations, the Frcn 
kept advancing, burning and ravaging the count! 
They came before Lmde, a good town fituat 
upon the river Dordonne, one league from B< 
gerac: a valiant knight of Gafcony, named 
Thonius de Batefol *, was the governor of it. 

The duke of Anjou, the count d'Armagn; 
the lord d'Albret, the count de Perigord, 1 
vifcount de Carmaing, and all the other ban 
with their men, came thidier and formed the fu 
in a regular manner, faying they would not dep 
without having taken it. 

This town was large, ftrong and well provic 
with all forts of provifion and artillery ; for * 
captal de Buch and fir Thomas Felton had hi 
there a fortnight before, and had reinforced 
They thought that Linde was very capable 
holding out, if thofe within were determined, a 
fi-^ering the afliftance they might draw from B 
gerac, fhould there be occafion. But the inha 
tants were fo wonderfully inclined to the Fren 
that they entered into a negotiation with the di 
of Anjou, and liftened to his promifes, wli 
made them prefs the governor, fir Thonius, t 
he alfo confenced to be a true Frenchman, u] 

• Sir Thonius de Batefol. It is fo in all my printed coj 
but othenvife in the MSS. One has Thomas. Q^ if it Ih 
not be fo. 

confiderai 
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eonfidcration of receiving £ large fum of money, 
and having a good annuity from the duke for his 

Ufc. 

Every thing being thus fettled, the town was to 
be delivered up to the French. This treaty was, 
however, known at Bergerac the evening pre- 
ceding the day of furrender. The earl of Cam- 
bridge had juft arrived there with two hundred 
lances, and was prefent when this information was 
given. The captal and fir Thomas Felton were 
thunderftruck at the intelligence, and faid they 
would be prefent at this furrender. Having 
ordered their troops, they fct out from Bergerac 
after midnight, and rode towards the town of 
Linde. They came there by day-break, and, 
<»dering one of the gates to be opened, pufhed 
fcrward without flopping until they arrived at the 
odicr gate, through which the French were to 
enter : indeed, they were already afTembled there 
in crowds, for fir Thonius was about to allow 
them to enter the gate. On feeing which, the 
captal, grafping his fword, difmounted, as did all 
his troops, and, advancing to fir Thonius, faid : 
* Sir Thonius, thou wicked traitor, thou ftialt be 
the firft dead man; and never more ftialt thou 
commit another treafon.' Upon which he thruft 
his fword into him, and with fo much force that 
it went through his body and came out upwards 
of a foot on the other fide, and fl:ruck him down 
dead. 
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The French, on feeing the banners of the capta.X 
xic Buch and fir Thomas Felton, immediately re- 
treated, having failed in their attempt. 

Thus did the town continue Englilh, but wa^ 
in great danger of being burnt, and the inhabi- 
tants flain, becaufc they had confented to this 
treaty. They excufcd themfelves wifely and pru- 
dently, faying that what they had done and con—' 
fented to was through fear, and principally through 
their governor, who had brought this bufinels 
about. The lords appeared to believe all this, 
and the inhabitants remained in peace; but die 
captal and fir Thomas Felton continued in the town 
as long as the duke of Anjou lay before it, and 
until he had taken another road. 

We will now fpeak a little of the fl:atc and corx- 
dition of England, for that is now neceiSary, and 
of the invafion of France by fir Robert Knolles, 



CHx\P. XVI. 

A TRUCE IS ESTABLISHED BETWEEN ENGLAK t> 
AND SCOTLAND.— SIR ROBERT KNOLLES OVEI«-^ 
RUNS, BURNS AND RAVAGES THE WHOI^ ^ 
COUNTRIES OF PICARDY AND THE VERMAJX^ 

pois. 

\X7HEN fir Robert Knolles was about to leav^ 

England, there were many councils helci 

between the Englifli and Scots. They were fo 
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>M!Q. conduced fay the able mmifters of both king- 
doms that a, truce was eflabliihed between each 
king« kingdom^ fubjefts^ and adherents^ for nine 
years. 

The Scots, by this treaty, might arm and hire 
themfelves out like to others for fubfidies, taking 
which fide they pleafcd, either Englifh or French: 
by which means fir Robert increafed his army with 
one hundred lances*. 

When fir Robert and all who were to accom- 
pany him were ready, and had arrived at Dover, 
they paffed the fea, he himfelf crofling the laft, 
and landed at Calais, where, on his difembarking, 
ie was received with great joy by the governor, 
:fir Nicholas Stambourn, and his brother foldiers. 
When they had rcfreflicd themfelves for ftvcn 
days, and had formed their plans with relpedt to 
^e parts of France into which they fliould carry 
cheir attack, they ordered their baggage and ftores 
^o advance, and took the field in a very handfome 
xnanner. They were about fifteen hundred lances 
and four thoufand archers, including the WeUh- 
xncn. Sir Robert was accompanied, according to 



• Mezeray fays, this truce was for three years — Bachanan> 
Fourteen,— Froiflart, nine. — Note in Barms, p. 800. 

I cannot find this trace in the Foedera. On the contrary, 
(here is an oBFeniiveand defenfive treaty with the king of France, 
^ted at Edinburgh caille, 28th06iober, 1371, in which it ex- 
preisiy mentions that no truce is to be entered into, without 
indudmg both France and Scotland, by either of the parties.— 
Por more particulars, fee Rymer. 

Vol. IV, G the 
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the king's orders, by fir Thomas Grantfbn*, fir 
Aleyne BoxhuU, fir Gilbert GifFord, the lord de 
Salvatierf, fir John BourchierJ, fir William de 
Merville§, fir Geoffiy Urfwcll||, and many other 
knights and fquires, expert and able men at arms^ 
who marched this firftday pretty near to Fiennes^. 
Sir Moreau de Fiennes, who at that time was 
conftable of France, refided in his caftle with a 
great number of men at arms, knights and fquires> 
all prepared and ready to receive the Englifh* On 
the morrow, when they advanced towards the 
cattle and drew up to the attack, they found they 
fhould not gain any thing, fo they marched ofF 
through the county of Guines, and entered that of 
Faukenbourg, burning every thing on their road> 
and came before the city of Terouenne, but did 
not attack it -, for it was fo well garrifoned with 

* Sir Thomas Grahtfon, — 8 2d knight of the Garter.— Sec 
Grandifon in Dugdale. 

f ' Le fire de Salvatier.* Q^^ 

X Sir John Bourchier, — 86th knight of the Garter— a baron. 
—•See Dugdale. 

§ De Merville. Q^ if not Neville. I believe it to be fir 

William Neville, one of the fons of Ralph lord Neville, of 

Raby. — See Dugdale. 

Barnes rames fir Hugb Meinel, fir Walter Fitzwalter, and 
fir John Menftreworth. 

II I have called this perfon Ur/well, after Barnes ; but, as 

FroifTart writes it Ourcelay, it is probably one of the Worfley 

family. It may alfo be fir Hugh Wrottefley, fpelled Wortbejley 

in Mills, who was 19th knight of the Garter, and perhaps with 

more probability. 

ff Fiennes,— a village in the Boulonnois, generality of 

Amiens. 

men 
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men at arms that it would have been only loft 
trouble. They continued their march through the 
country of the Tcrouennois, to enter Artois ; 
and, as they only advanced three or four leagues 
a day on account of their baggage and infantry^ 
they took up their quarters in the large viDagea 
at the early hour of mid-day or noon. Thus did 
they advance with their whole army until they 
came before the city of Arras. The lords and 
principal captains were lodged in the town of 
Mount St. Eloy, near Arras, and their army ia 
the environs y whence they pillaged and ravaged^ 
all the country round, as far as they dared to ex* 
tend themfelves. 

The king of France had at this feafon ordered 
a number of men at arms to the different cides», 
fortreiles, large towns, caftles, bridges, and fbrdsy 
to guard and defend thofe which fhould be at- 
tacked, and which they were not to quit on any 
account. 

When fir Robert Knolles had refrefhed himfclf 
and army for two days, he quitted St. Eloy, and 
inarched from before Arras in good array. Sir 
William de Merville and fir Geoflfry Urfwell, who 
were the marihals of the army, could not refift a 
wifh to fee thofe of Arras a little nearer. They 
quitted, therefore, the battalion, and advanced 
with about two hundred lances and four hundred 
archers, as far as the barriers of the fuburbs of 
Arras, which they found well guarded by men at 
arms and crofs-bows. The lord Charles de Poi- 
tiers was at that rime in the town with madamc 

G 2 d' Artois^ 
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d*Artois, but he made not any attempt to fally out 
on the Englifh or otherwifc attack them. 

The Englifft, having finifhcd their conrfe, had 
halted a fhort time at the barriers ; and, feeing no 
appearance of any one coming to them, they fct 
out on their return to the main army, who were 
waiting for them drawn up in a line of batde. 
However, before they departed, they wrlhed ft> 
leave a remembrance behind, and fet fire to the 
fuburbs of Arras, in order to entice the inhabit- 
ants out of the town, who had not any good will 
to do fb. This fire did much mifchief, for it 
burnt a. large monaftery of preaching friars, cloif- 
ters and all that was without the town. 

X After this, the Englifti continued their march, 
taking the road to Bapaume*, burning and ra- 
vaging the whole country. The army was con- 
ftandy in motion, and, having entered the Ver- 
mandois, arrived at Royefj which town they 
burnt, and then marched towards Ham J in Ver- 
mandois. All the inhabitants of the flat country 
had retired into this town, and into St. Quentin 
and Peronne, carrying with them every thing port- 
able. The Englifh found nothing but barns fiiU 
of unthrelhed corn, for it was now after Auguft. 

They advanced by eafy marches, without any 
labour or fatigue, until they came to a rich coun- 

* Bapaume,— a flrong town of Artois, fix leagues from Arras, 
f Roye>*— a firong town in Picardy, eighteen leagues from 
Arras. 
I Ham,— a town in Picardy, on the Somme> fix leagues from 

Roye. 

^ry. 
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tiry, where they halted for two or three days. 
During this time, fir Robert Knollcs fent parties 
to a town or caftle whicii cotnmanded the fur- 
rounding country, and the marfhaU> buying ob- 
tained a parley with the governors, alked, * How 
much will you give us in ready money for all this 
country, if we will not defpoil it ?' A treaty and 
compofition was entered into with fir Robert, and 
a large fum of florins paid down. This country 
^ was refpited from being burnt. Sir Robert gained 
by this treaty a fum amounting to one hundred 
4Jioufand francs, for which he was afterwards ill 
at court, and accufed to the king of England for 
not having done his duty faithfiilly, as I fiiall fully 
r4elate in the continuance of this hifiiory. 

The lands of the lord de Coucy were unmo- 
Icfted; and never did the Englifli hurt man or 
woman, nor take from them a farthing, who faid, 
' I belong to the lord de Coucy/ They marched 
imto the good town of Noyon*, which was well 
provided with men at arms, and halted in the 
neighbourhood : they made their approaches very 
near^ to fe(? if it were poflible for them to carry 
it by gflault, but found it well fortified, and able 
to defend iffelf fliould there be occafion. Sir 
Robert W4S lodged in the abbey of Orcampf , 
and his men in the neighbourhood. They advanced 
one day in order pf bafde to the walls of the city, 

* NoyoDy— ^now a village in Picardy, diocefe of Amiens, 
f Orcampa or St. Anne,-^ village in Picardy^ near Noyon. 

G 3 to 



to fee if the garrifon and inhabitants would ifluc 
forth, but in vain. 

There was a Scots knight in the Englifli army 
who performed a moft gallant deed of arms. He 
quitted his troop, with his lance in its reft, and 
mounted on his courfer, followed only by his 
page ; when, flicking fpurs into his horfe, he was 
fbon up the mountain and at the barriers. The 
name of this knight was fir John Afllieton*, a 
very valiant and able man, perfeftly mafter of his 
profeflion. When he was arrived at the barriers 
of Noyon, he difmounted, aud, giving his horfe 
to his page, faid, ' Quit not this place:* then, 
grafping his fpear, he advanced to the barriers, 
and leaped over riiem. There were on the infide 
fome good knights of that country, fuch as fir 
John de Roye, fir Launcelot de Lorris, and ten 
or twelve others, who were aftoniftied at this 
aftion, and wondered what he would do next: 
however, they received him well. The Scots 
knight, addrefllng them, faidj ' Gentlemen, I am 
come to fee you 5 for, as you do not vouchfafc to 
come out beyond your barriers^ I condefcend to 
vifit you. I wifli to try my knighthood againft 
yours, and you will conquer me if you can.* 
After this, he gave many grand ftrokcs with his 
lance, which they returned him. He continued in 
this fituation alone againft them all, Ikirmifliing 
and fighting moft gallantly, upwards of an hour. 
He wounded one or two of their knights s and 

* Sir John AfTueton. Probably Seton. 

they 
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they had fo much pleafurc in this combat, they 
frequently forgot themfelves. The inhabitants 
looked from above the gate and tops of the walls 
with wonder. They might have done him much 
hurt with their arrows, if they had fo willed : but 
no : the French knights had ftriftly forbidden it. 
Whiift he was thus engaged, his page came clofe 
to the barriers, mounted on his courfer, and faid 
to him aloud, in his own language, * My lord, 
you had better come away : it is time, for our 
army is on its march/ The knight, who had heard 
him, made ready to follow his advice j and, after 
he had given two or three thrufts to clear his way, 
he feized his fpear, and leaped again over the 
barriers without any hurt, and, armed as he was, 
jumped up behind the page on his courfer. When 
he was thus mounted, he faid to the French, 
' Adieu, gentlemen : many thanks to you,' and, 
(purring his fteed, foon rejoined his companions. 
This gallant feat of fir John AiTueton was highly 
prized by all manner of perfons. 
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CHAP. XVII. 



THE GARRISON OF NOYON MAKE THE ENGLISH 
PRISONERS WHO HAD SET FIRE TO PONT 
l'eVEQUE. THE KING OF FRANCE SENDS FOR 

' SIR BERTRAND DU GUESCLIN, 

CIR Robert KnoUes and his armjr, on their de- 
^ parture from the town of Noyon, fet fire to 
Pont TEveque on the river Oife, where there were 
feveral handfome hotels. Thofe knights and 
fquires in the town of Noyon were exceedingly 
angry at this proceeding, and, underftanding that * 
fir Robert and his forces had proceeded, left the 
city of Noyon with about fifty lances, and came 
fo well in time to the town of Pont TEvequCji 
that they found there thofe who had burnt it, ^nd. 
others occupied in the pillage. They were at- 
tacked moft furioufly, and the greater part of them 
flain or made prifoners. The French took more 
than fixty horfes, and refcued many prifonersi 
whom the enemy intended carrying off. Several 
good houfes would have been burnt if they had 
not come there fo opportunely. They returned to 
Noyon with upwards of fifteen Englilh prifonerSj 
whom they beheaded. 

The Englilh continued their march in battle* 
array, intending to enter the Laonnois, and to 

croft 
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crofs the rivers Oife * and Aine f . They com- 
mitted no devaftation in the county of Soiflbns, 
becaufe it belonged to the lord de Coucy. True 
it is, they were followed and watched by fomc 
lords of France, fuch as the vifcount de Meaux, 
the lord de Chauny, lord Raoul de Coucy, lord 
William de Melun, fon of the count de Tancar- 
ville, and their forces j fo that the Englifh, not 
daring^to quit their line of march, kept in a com- 
pa6t body. The French did not attack them, 
but every night took up their quarters in caftles 
or ftrong towns i whilft the Englifh encamped in 
the open plains, where they found provifion in 
plenty, and new wine, with which they made very 
free. Thus did they advance, burning, ravaging, 
and opprefling all the country, when they crofled 
the river MarneJ, and entered Champagne, and 
then paffed the Aube§, returning to the country 
about Provinslh when they fevcral times paffed 
the Seine, and made appearances of marching 
towards Paris ; for they had heard that the king of 
France had collefted a large force of men at arms 
under the command of the count de St, Pol and 
the lord de Cliffon, with whom they were very 



• Oife,— a river inPicardy,— rifes in Hainault. 

f Aifne or Aine,-^ a river which rifes in Champagne^ and 
joins the Oife a little above Compiegne. 

{ Marne»— -a large river which rifes near Bafligny. 

f Aube, — a confiderable river in Champagne. It rifes at 
Attberive, near Langres. 

II Provins,— an ancient town of Brie, on the Morin^ wliich. 
runs into the Mamci 22 leagues from Paris. 

, eager 
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eager to engage, and for that end made every pre- 
paration as if they only wiflied for the combat. 

Upon this, the king of France wrote to fir 
Bertrand du Guefclin, who was in Aquitaine with 
the duke of Anjou, to order him, as foon as he 
fhould have read the letters, to fet out for France, 
as he intended to employ him in another part of 
his kbgdom. 

Pope Urban V. came back about this time to 
Avignon, after having refided nearly four years at 
Rome. He returned in the hope of making peace 
between the two kings j for this renewal of war 
was very difpleafing to him. All thofe of Avig- 
non and the country around it wer^ very happy at 
the return of the pope, as they thought it would 
be more advantageous for them. 

We will now fay how the prince of Wale§ car^ 
Tied, on his affairs. 

CHAP. XVIIL 

THE PRINCE OF WALES ASSEMBLES H|S ARMY 
AT COGNAC, WHERE HE MEETS HIS BROTHS^^ 

THE DUKE OF LANCASTER. THE DVKI3 OF 

ANJOU AND BERRY BREAK UP THEIR SXP^- 
DITION, LIMOGES HAVING TURNED TO THE 
FRENCH. 

"^y^OU have before heard of the prince of 

^ Wales fixing his rendezvous at Cognac^ with 

the intent of advancing ^to combat the duke of 

Anjou, 



91 

Anjou^ who was burning and defpoiling his tctrU 
tories. The barons, knights and fquires of Poitou 
and Saintonge, and all who were vaflkls to the 
pAntc haftcned to obey his fummons. The carl 
of Pembroke quitted his garrifon, with a hundred 
lances, 'and came to meet him. 

The duke of Lancafter and his army arrived 
about this time at Bourdeaux, at which the coun«- 
try rejoiced much. He made not any long ftay 
t^re I for, hearing that the prince was about to- 
march againi): his enemies, he departed, and met^ 
one day's march from Cognac, the earl of Pem- 
broke, who was likewife going thither; They 
were very happy to fee each other, and rode to- 
gether to Cognac, where they found the prince, 
princefs and earl of Cambridge, who were greatly> 
pleafed at their arrival. Men at arms daily came 
In from Poitou, Saintonge, la Rochelle, Bigorre, 
Gorre, Gafcony and the furrounding countries 
under the obedience of the prince. 

The duke of Anjou, the count d'Armagnac, 
^c lord d'Albert, and the counts, vifcounts, 
knights and fquires of that army, who, as before 
has been related, conquered cities, towns and for- 
treflbs to the number of more than forty, by 
merely fhewing themfelves before thcmi and who 
had advanced within fifteen leagues of Bourdeaux, 
burning and ravaging the country round Bergerac 
and Linde, hearing that the prince had fum- 
moned his forces to meet., him at Cognac, 
and that the duke of Lancafter was ar-^ 
rived with a ftrong body of men at arms and 

archers 



92 

archers from England, called a council to confider 
what meafures would be now moft proper for 
them to purfue. It was at this time that the 
king of France had fent back fir Bertrand du 
Guefclin to the duke of Berry, who was beficgiiig 
the city of Limoges, and had prefled it fo hard 
that it was upon the point of furrendering, but upon 
good terms^ Sir Bertrand was fummoned to at*^ 
tend this council of the duke of Anjou, as was 
right, and many were the debates at it*. At laft, 
after well confidering the bufinefs, the duke of 
Anjou was advifed, for the prefent, to break up 
this expedition, to order his men to difierenf gar* 
rifons, and to carry on the war from thence, as 
he had done fufficient in the open field* It was 
therefore highly behoving the lords of Gafcony 
who were prefent, fuch as the Count d'ArmagnaC, 
the count de Perigord, the lord d'Albcrt and 
others, to retire to their own country to guard 
aud defend it -, for they knew not what the prince 
might be inclined to do with fo large an army; 
They then feparated, each going on his own bu- 
finefs. The duke of Anjou returned to the city 
of Cahors : his men and the free companies fpread 
themfelvcs over the country which they had con- 
quered, and quartered themfehres in different gar- 
rifons. The count d*Armagnac and the other 
lords went to their homes, and amply itored their 
towns and caftles with all forts of provifion and 
artillery, as if they expefted a war : they or- 
dered out their vaffals, and trained them to de-y 

Ir 

fend their country ihould need be. 

We 
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Wc will now fpeak of fir Bcrtrand du Gucfclmy 
who, on his departure from the duke of Anjou, 
marched with his men to the fiege of Limoges, 
where the duke of Berry, the duke of Bourbon 
and the great knights of France were employed. 
The French were in high fpirits on the arrival of 
fir Bertrand, and it was a grand piece of news 
both within as well as without the city. He imme* 
diately followed up feme treaties which had been 
before opened between the bifliop and citizens 
with the duke of Berry, and managed that they 
were concluded by the bilhop and citizens turning 
to the French. The dukes of Berry and Bourbon, 
fir Gqy de Blois and the lords of France entered 
the town with great ftate, when they received from 
the inhabitants their homage and fealty. After 
they had reftcd themfclves for three days, they 
followed the fame refolutions as had been deter- 
mined upon in the council held by the duke of 
Anjou, and each man retired to his own country 
to guard his towns and caftles againft fir Robert 
KnoUes, who ftill kept his ground in France, and 
alfo becaufe they had done enough by taking fuch 
a city as Limoges. The lords then feparated, 
but fir Bcrtrand remdned in Limoufin with two 
hundred lances, whifch he polled in the caftles of 
the lord de Maleval, who had turned to the 
French. 

When the duke of Berry left Limoges, he or- 
dered into the city, at the requeft of the bifhop, 
fir John de Villemur, fir Hugh de la Roche and 
Roger de Beaufort, with one hundred men at 

arms 
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arms. He then retreated to Berry, and the duke 
of Bourbon to the Bourbonois. The other lords 
who had come from diftant parts went to their dif- 
ferent countries. 

We will now return to the prince. ^ 



CHAP. XIX. 

THE PRINCE OF WALES, ANXIOUS TO RECOVER 
LIMOGES, LAYS SIEGE TO IT, AND UNDER- 
MINES IT. 

TlfZHEN intelligence was brought to the prince 
^~ that the city of Limoges had becoioc 
French, that the bifhop, who had been his com-» 
panion and one in whom he ufcd to place great 
confidence, was a party to all the treaties, and 
had been much aiding and affifting in the fur- 
render, he was in a violent paflion, and held the 
bifhop and all other churchmen in very low efti- 
mation, in whom formerly he had put great truft. 
He fwore by the foul of his father, which he had 
never perjured, that he would have it back agaki, 
that he would not attend to any thing before he 
had done this, and that he would make the inha^ 
bitants pay dearly for their treachery. 

When the greater part of his forces were ar- 
rived, he muftered them : they amounted to twelve 
hundred lances, knights and fquircs> a thoufand 

archers 
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archers and a thoufand footmen. They marched 
from the town of Cognac. Sir Thomas Felton ^ 
and the captal de Buch remained at Bergerac^ to 
guard that-frontier againft the French and the free 
companies who were difperfed over that part of 
the country. 

With the prince were, his brothers of Lancaf- 
ter and Cambridge, fir Guifcard d'Angle, fir 
Louis de Harcourt, the lords de Pons, de Partenay, 
dc Pinane, de Tannaybouton, fir Pcrcival de Cou* 
longe, fir Geoffry d'Argenton, Poitevins: of 
Gafcons there were, the lords de Montferrant, 
de Chaumont, de Longueren, fir Aimery dc 
Tharfe, the lords de Pommiers, de Muciden, dc 
I'Efparre, the fouldich de la Trane *, the lord dc 
Gironde and feveral more : of Englifti there were, 
lord Thomas Percy, the lord Roos, fir William 
Bcauchamp, fir Michael de la Pole, fir Stephen 
Coflington, fir Richard de Pontchardon, fir Bald* 
win de Franville, fir Simon Burley, the earl of 
Angus, fir John Devereux, fir William Neville, 
and more whom I cannot name : of Hainaulters, 
were fir Euftace d'Ambreticourt : of the free com- 
paniesj firPerducas d'Albret, Naudonde Bagerant, 
Lanuit, the bourg de TEfparre, the bourg de 
Breteuil, Efpiote, Bernard de Wifl:, and others. 

All thefe men at arms were drawn out in battle- 
array, and took the field, when the whole coun- 

• The ibuldich de la Trane. See Aftimole, vol. ii. where 
there is a long account of him, and mention alfo is made of the 
lords de Montferrant and dc TEfparre. 

try 
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try began to tremble for the eonfcquelifce^. At 
that time the prince of Wales was not able to 
mount his horfc> but was, for his greater eafc, 
carried in a litter. They followed the road to the 
Limoufin, in order to get to Limoges, where in 
due time they arrived and encamped all round it* 
The prince fwore he would never leave the place 
until he had regained it. 

The bifhop of the place and the inhabitants 
found they had afted too wickedly, and had greatly 
incenfcd the prince 5 for which they were very 
repentant, but that was now of no avail, as they 
were not the mafters of the town. Sir John de 
Villemur, fir Hugh de la Roche and Roger dc 
Beaufort, who commanded in it, did all they 
could to comfort them by faying, ' Gendemen, 
do not be alarmed : we are fufficiently ftrong to 
hold out againft the army of the prince : he can- 
not take us by aflault, nor greatly hurt us, for we 
are well fuppHed with artillery.* 

When the prince and his marfhals had well con- 
fidered the. ftrength and force of Limoges, and 
knew the number of gendemen that were in it, 
they agreed they could never take it by aflault, but 
faid they would attempt it by another manner. 

The prince was always accuftomed to carry 
with him, in his expeditions, a large body of 
miners: thefe were immediately fet to work, 
and made great progrefs. The knights who 
were in the town foon perceived they were un- 
dermining them, and on that account began to 

counter- 
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Counccrminc to prevent the efFcft. But wc will 
now leave the prince a little, to return to fir 
Robert Knolles. 



CHAR XX. 

SIK ROBERT itNOLLES, IN CONTINUlKO HfS 
INCURSIONS THROUGH DIFFERENT PROVINCES 
OF FRANCE, ADVANCES NEAR TO PARIS.— 
A KNIGHT OF HIS ARMY, IN RETURNING 
FROM A VAINGLORIOUS EXPEDITION, IS SLAIN 
BY A BUTCHER OF PARIS. 

CIR Robert KnoUesj as has been before related, 
*^ had entered France with a large body of nien> 
and was marching by fhort fniges through that 
kingdom with a magnificence for wluch the people 
and the rich provinces paid dearly. The Englilh, 
as they advanced and retreated, did infinite mif- 
chief, at the fame time (hewing as if they only 
Iviflied for a battle. 

Having paffed through the countries of Artois, 
Vcrmandois, the bilhoprick of Laon, the arch- 
bifhoprick of Rheims in Champagne, thqr re- 
turned into Brie, and from thence came near to 
Paris, and quartered themfelves for a day and two 
nights in the villages around it. 

King Charles of France was at that time in the 
citjT, and he could fee from his palace of St. Pol 
'' Vol. IV. H the 
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the fire and fmokc which the enemy were making 
in the Gatinois, There were alfo in the dty the 
conftable of France fir Moreau dc Fiennesj the 
count de St. Pol, the count de Tancarville, the 
count de Saltzburg, the vifcount Meaux, fir Raoul 
de Coucy, the fcncfrhal of Hainauh, fir Odoart 
de Renti, fir Enguerraiid d'Audin, the lord de 
Chiteau-julien, fir John de Vienne, the lord dc la 
Riviere, and many more great knights and valorous 
men of France : but not one of them fallied forthj 
for the king had ftriftly forbidden them fo to do. 
The lord de Cliflbnj who was of the king's cabinet 
council, and more liftcned to than the rejfl:, fdd 
every thing he could to prevent any knight from 
quitting the town, adding, among other things, 
* Sire, ^vhy fliould you employ your men againft 
thefc madmen ? Let them go about their bufine& 
They cannot take your inheritance from you, nor 
drive you out of it by fmoke/ 

The count de St. Pol, the vifcount de Rohan, 
fir Raoul de Coucy, the lords de Canin, dc 
Crefques, fir Odoart de Rent! nnd fir Engucrrand 
d'Audin, were at the barriers of St. James's gate. 
Now it happened one Tucfday morning, when the 
Englifh began to decamp, and had fet fire to all 
the villages wherein they were lodged, fo that the 
fires were diftindlly (ten from Paris, a knight of 
their army, who had muile a vow the preceding 
day that he would advance as far as the b^ricrs 
and ftrikc them widi his lance, did not break his 
cath, bu-t kt off with his lance in his hand, his 
target on his neck, and completely armed except 

Us 
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his helmet^ znd, fpurring his fteed> was followed 
by his fquire on another courfcr carrying the 
helmet. When he approached Paris, he put on 
the helmet^ which his fquire laced behind. He 
then galloped away, flicking fpurs into his horfe, 
and advanced prancing to ftrike the barriers. They 
were then open ; and the lords and barons within 
imagined he intended to enter the town, but he 
did not mean any fuch thing, for, having flruck 
the gates according to his vow, he checked his 
horfe and turned about. The French knights who 
faw him thus retreat cried, out to him, * Get away ! 
get away ! thou haft well acquitted thyfelf.' As 
for the name of this knight, I am ignorant of itj 
nor do I know from what country he came -, but 
he bore for his arms gules a deux fouffes noir, 
with une bordure noire non endentce. 

However, an adventure befel him, from which 
he had not fo fortunate an efcape. On his return, 
he met a. butcher on the pavement in the fuburbs^ 
a very ftrong man, who had noticed him as he 
had paffed him, and who had in his hand a very 
iharp and heavy hatchet with a long handle. As 
the knight was returning alone, and in a carelefs 
manner, the valiant butcher came on one fide of 
him, and gave him fuch a blow between the 
jQioulders that he fell on his horfe's neck: he 
recovered himfelf, but the butcher repeated the 
blow on his head fo that the axe entered it. The 
knight, through excefs of pain, fell to the earth ; 
and the horfe galloped away to the fquire, who 
was waiting for his mafter in the fields at the ex- 
r<>. H 2 tremity 
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trcmity of Ac fliburbs. The fquirc caught th^ 
Courfcr, but wondered what was become of his 
mafter -, &)r he had feen him gallop to the barriers^ 
ftrike them^ and then turn about to come back. He 
therefore fet out to look for him ; but he had not 
gone many paces before he faw him in the hand* 
of four fellows, who were beating him as if they 
were hammering on an anvil : this fo much 
frightened the fquire that he dared not advance 
further, for he few he could not give him tejt' 
cfFeftual afliftance : he therefore returned tt 
Ipeedily as he could.^ 

Thus was this knight flain : and thofe lords who 
were pofted at the barriers had him buried in holy 
ground. The fquire returned to the army, and 
related the misfortune which had befallen his 
matter. All his brother- warriors were greatly an- 
gered thereat ; and they marched to take up their 
quarters for the night, between Montlehery ♦ and 
Paris, upon a fmall river, where they encamped at 
an early hour in the day. 



• MontIchcry>— a town in the Mfe of France> {even leagim. 
ttom Paris. 
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CHAP. XXI. 

3IR BERTR.AND DU GlTESCLtN TAKES THE FOR- 
TRESS OF ST. YRIER IN LIMOUSIN.-— THE 
PRINCE OF WALES RE-CONQUERS LIMOGES. 

TTVURING the time fir Robert KnoUes was em- 
ployed in *his expedition, and the prince of 
Wales with his two brothers were at the fiege of 
Limogesj fir Bertrand du Guefclin with his com- 
pany, amounting to about two hundred lances, 
<Uarched through a part of Limoufin, but did not 
Encamp in the open plain for fear of the Englilh. 
^c retreated every night into fome of the ftrong 
places which had lately turned to the French : in 
*hat number were the caftles of fir Louis dc Male- 
v^aland fir Raymond de Mameil, and feveral others : 
from thence he made daily excurfions to conquer 
other towns and caftles. 

The prince knew well all this ; for he received 

^ very day information of what was palling, as well 

*s complaints oa the fubjeA \ but he would not 

^reak up his fiege, for he had too much at heart 

^he lofs of limoges. 

Sir ^rtrand entered the vifcounty of Limoges, 
^ territory which was dependant on lord John dc 
Montfort, duke of Brittany, in the name of the 
widow of lord Charles de Blois, to whom it had 
formerly belonged. He made war upon it with- 
out any oppofition j for the duke of Brittany did 

H 3 not 
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not imagine Sir Bertrand would carry the war int( 
any part of his property. He came before St 
Yrier *, where there were not any gentlemen tha 
knew how to defend it j and the inhabitants wen 
fo frightened^ they furrendered themfelves undcj 
the obedience of the duchefs dowager of Brittany; 
in whofe name the war was made. The Bretoni 
formed St. Yrier into a confiderable garrifon ; b) 
which means they took many other towns in Li- 
moufin. But let us return to the prince. 

The prince of Wales remained about a month; 
and not more, before the city of Limoges : h( 
would not allow of any aflaults or fkirmifliing, but 
kept his miners fteadily at work. The knights ir 
the town perceived what they were about, anc 
made countermines to deftroy them; but thcj 
failed in their attempt. When the miners of the 
prince (who, as they found themfelves counter- 
mined, kept changing the line of direftion of thci. 
own mine) had finifhed their bufinefs, they cami 
to the prince, and faid j ' My lord, we are read^ 
and will throw down, whenever you pleafe, a vcr; 
large part of the the wall into the ditch, throng' 
the breach of which you may enter the town a 
your eafe and without danger.* 

This news was very agreeable to the prince 
who replied, * I wilh then that yould prove you 
words to-morrow morning at fix o'clock.' Th 
miners fct fire to the combufl:ibles in the mine 
and on the morrow morning, as they had forctoN 

' • St. Yrier, — a village in Limoafin, eledion of Talles. 
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dti c pnncc, they flung down a great piece of wall, 
^^rliAch filled the ditches. 

The Englilh faw this with pleafure, for they 
uvcrc all armed and prepared to enter the town, 
Thofe on foot did fo, and ran to the gate, which 
tHcy deftroyed as well as the barriers, for there 
urere no other defences ; and all this was done (o 
luddenly that the inhabitants had not time to pre* 
rent it. 

The prince, the duke of Lancafter. the earls of 

Cambridge and of Pembroke, fir Guifcard d'Anglc 

and the others, with their men, ruflicd into the 

town. You would then have feen pillagers, aftive 

ID do mifchief, running through the town, flaying 

men, women and children, according to their 

orders. It was a moft melancholy bufincfs ; for 

all ranks, ages and fexes caft themfelves on their 

knees before the prince, begging for mercy j but 

he was fo inflamed with paffion and revenge that 

he liftened to none, but all were put to the fword, 

wherever they could be found, even thofe who 

were not guilty : for I know not why the poor were 

not fpared, who could not have had any part in 

' this treafon ; but they fufFcred for it, and indeed 

more than thofe who had been the leaders of the 

treachery. 

There was not that day in the city of Limoges 
any heart fo hardened, or that had any fcnfc of 
religion, who did not deeply bewail the unfortu- 
nate events pafling before their eyes j for upwards 
rf three thoufand men, women and children were 

H 4 put 
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to death that day. God have mercy on their fouls ! 
for they were veritable martyrs. 

A company of Englifh, in entering the town, 
haftcned to the palace of the bifliop, whom they 
there found and took prifoner, carrying him, with* 
out any regard to his dignity, to the prince of 
Wales, who, eyeing him indignantly, told him 
that his head ihould be cut off, and ordered him 
out of his prcfencc. 

We will now fpeak of thofe knights who were 
in the town, fir John de Villemur, fir Hugh de 
la Roche, and Roger de Beaufort, fon to the count 
de Beaufort, governors of the city. When they 
perceived the tribulation which was overpowering 
them, they faid ; * We fliall be all flain for a cer* 
tainty, if we do not gallandy defend ourfeivcs : let 
us therefore fell our lives as dearly as good knights 
ought to do.' Upon this, fir John de Villemur 
faid to Roger de Beaufort, ' You muft be knight- 
ed/ Roger replied, * Sir, I have not as yet fig- 
nalized myfelf fufficiendy for that honour, but I 
thank you much for your good opinion in fuggeft- 
ing it to me.' No mere was faid, for they had 
hot time to hold further converfarion. 

They collected in a body, and, placing them- 
felves before an old wall, fir John de Villemur and 
fir Hugh de la Roche difplayed their banners, and 
drew up in good order. They might be, in the 
whole, about fourfcore. 

Tlie duke of Lancafter and the carl of Cam- 
bridge, with their men, advanced upon them, and 
difmountcd, to be on an equality with the enemy. 

They 
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They attacked them with hearty good wiD. You 
may eafily imagine that this handful of men could 
not refill the £nglifh> but were all flain or made 
prifoners. 

The duke of Lancafter was engaged for a long 
time with fir John de Villemur^ who was a hardy 
knight^ ftrong and well made. The earl of Cam* 
bridge fingled out fir Hugh de la Roche, and the 
earl of Pembroke Roger de Beaufort, who was 
but a fimple efquire. Thefe three Frenchmen did 
many valorous deeds of arms, as all allowed, and 
ill did it betide thofe who approached too near. 
Thi prmce, coming that way in his carriage^ 
looked on the combat yrith great pleafure, and 
enjoyed it fo much that his heart was fbftened and 
his anger appeafed. After the combat had lafled 
a confiderable time, the Frenchmen, with one ac- 
cordj viewing their fwcrds, faid, ' My lords, we 
arc yours : you have vanquifhcd us : therefore aft 
according to the law of arms.* * By God,' re- 
plied the duke of Lancaftcr, * fir John, we do not 
intend otherwife, and we accept you for our pri- 
foners.' Thus, as I have been informed, were 
thefe three knights taken. But the bufinefs was 
not here ended, for the whole town was pillaged, 
burnt, and totally dcftroyed. The Engiifh then 
departed, carrying with them their oooty and 
prifoners. They marched to Cognac, where the 
princefs had remained, and there the prince dif- 
banded his forces, not intending to do ariV thing 
more that fcafon j ti r he did not feel hinifcii at 
his cafe, as every exertion ..^^^gravated his diforder, 

which 
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which was increafing, to the great difmay of his 
brothers and all thofe about him^ 

I muft inform you how the biihop of Limoges 
cfcaped with imprifonment, who had been in im- 
mincnt danger of his life. The duke of Lan- 
cafter afked him of the prince, who confented^ 
and ordered him to be given up to the duke, for 
him to do with him according as he willed. The 
bifhop having good friends, they fent information 
of his fituation to the pope, who had lately ar- 
rived at Avignon; and fortunate was it for the 
bifliop they did fo, otherwife he would have been 
a dead man* The pope wrote fuch prelTmg and 
kind letters to the duke of Lancafter, to requeft 
he would give him the bifhop, that he was un- 
willing to refufe, and fent him to the pope, who 
felt himfclf exceedingly obliged for it. 

We will now fay what was going forward in 
France. 



CHAP. XXII. 

SIR BERTRAND OU GUESCLIN IS MADE CON- 
STABLE OF FRANCE. 

^TpHE king of France was informed of the con- 
'*' queft and deftruftion of Limoges, and how 
the prince and his army had left it empty and 
deferted, which vexed him much on account of 

the 
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the diflrefs and lofs of the late inhabitants. It 
was therefore thought advifable in a council of 
nobles and prelates, as well as by the common 
alTent of the whole kingdom, to eleft a chief or 
commander, called a conftable (for fir Moreau de 
Fiennes wilhed to refign the office) who was a 
valiant and enterprifing man, and one to whom 
all knights and fquires would pay proper de- 
ference. After all things had been well confi- 
dered, they unanimoufly elefted fir Bertrand du 
Guefclin (provided he would undertake the of- 
fice), as the moft valiant, the beft informed, the 
mod virtuous and fortunate in conducting affairs 
for the crown of France of all thofe who were 
bearing arms in its defence. 

The king wrote to him by mefTengers, for him 
to come to Paris. Thofe fent found him in the 
vifcounty of Limoges, taking caflles and forts, 
which he put under the obedience of madame dc 
Bretagne, widow of the late lord Charles de Blois. 
He had lately taken a town called Brantome*, 
whofe inhabitants had furrendered themfelves to 
him, and was then on an expedition againlt 
another. 

When the king's mefTengers came to Wm, he 
received them handfomely, as he knew well how 
to do. They gave him their letter, and deli- 
vered their mefTage word for word; When fir 
Bertrand thus faw himfelf fpecially ordered, he 
was unwilling to make any more excufes for not 



* Brantoxncj— a town in Perigord, diocefe of Periguenx. 
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waiting on the king of France to know his will : 
he fet out as foon as pofliblcj having ordered all 
his men into the garrifons which he had con- 
quered, and appointed his nephew, fir Oliver de 
Mauny, commander over them. 

He rode on to Paris, where he found the king 
furrounded by a number of the lords of his couq- 
cil. He was received by all with great pleafure ; 
and the king told him of his being chofen con- 
ftable of France. On hearing which, fir Bertrand 
modeftly and fagely excufcd himfelf, faying, ' he 
was not worthy of it : that he was but a poor 
knight and fimple batchelor, in compariibn with 
the great lords and valorous men of France, how- 
ever fortune might have been favourable to him^* 
The king replied, * that, his excufes would be of 
no avail ; that he mud confent to accept this dig- 
nity, for it had been fo determined by the decifion 
of the whole of the council of France, and that 
he would not break through fuch a refolution.* 
Sir Bertrand ufed other arguments to excufe him- 
fels; adding * Dear lord and noble king, I cannot, 
I dare not, whatever I may wifti, oppofe what 
may be your good pleafure : but in truth I am too 
poor a man, and of low extraftion, for the office 
of conftaLle, which is fo grand and noble that it is 
proper for thofe (who wifli to exercife it juftly am} 
honourably) to command and keep a ftrift eye 
more upon the great than the poor. Now Sir, here 
are my lords your brothers, your nephews and your 
coufins, who will have different commands in your 
armies, and in various expeditions ; and how fball 

I dare 
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I dare ta order them ? Certainly, my dear lord, 
envy and jealoufy are fo much abroad, I ought to 
be on my guard againft them : I therefore entreat 
you will hot infift on my taking this office, but give 
it to fome other who will readily accept of it, and 
who knows better than I do how to execute it/ 
The king made anfwer ; ^ Sir Bertrand, that ex* 
cufe will not ferve you 5 for I have neither brother, 
nephew, coufin, count nor baron in my realm but 
who will obey your orders ; and fliould any one 
a6t otherwife, he would fo anger me that he fhould 
fcon feel the efFefts of it : I therefore beg of you 
to accept this office with a good will.' 

Sir Bertrand, finding that no excufe nor any 
thing he could fay would be liftened to, accepted 
the king's offer, but it was much againft his incli- 
nation He was invefted with the office of con* 
ftable i and the king, to (hew him greater affe£bion> 
made him be feated at his table, and gave him^ 
belides this office, many rich gifts and large do- 
mams in land, for him and his heirs: The duke 
of Anjou was very adtive in forwarding this pro- 
motion* 
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CHAP. XXUI. 



SIR BERTRAND DU GUESCLIN AND THE LORD 
DE CLISSON DEFEAT THE FORCES OF SIR 
' ROBERT KNOLLES AT PONT-VALIN*. 



COON after fir Bertrand du Gucfclin had been 
^ invefted with the dignity of conftable, he told 
the king he wifhcd to form an expedition againft 
fir Robert Knolles and his forces, who were at 
that time on the borders of Maine and Anjou. 
This was very agreeable to the king, who faid to 
him, ^ Take any number of men at arms you 
pleafc, and whatever elfe you may think right.* 

The conftable made every neceflary prepara-« 
tion, and coUedled a large body of men at arms, 
Bretons and others, and marched towards. Maine, 
taking with him the lord de Ciiffon. The con- 
ftable came to the city of Mans, where he fixed 
his head -quarters, and the lord de Cliflbn in 
another town hard by : they might be about five 
hundred lances. 

Sir Robert Knolles and his army were ftill in 
that part of the country, but they did not agree 
very well together ; for there was an Englifli 
knight among them, called fir John Menftrc- 

• Pont-Valin,— a town in Anjou, cledUon of la Fleehe. 

worthj 
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worth*, who always objefted to what others pro- 
poied, and faid they only waftgd their time in 
chefe expeditions, and wore down and fatigued the 
men without doing any thing eiTential, or makihg 
any conqueft. This knight, who commanded a 
large force, and had fome able men at arms with 
him, left the others. Sir Robert Knolles and fir 
Aleyne BoxhuU, however, kept together, and 
were quartered pretty near to Mans. Sir Thomas 
Grantfon, fir Gilbert GifFord, fir GeofFry Worfley, 
and fir William Neville, were quartered a good 
4iay's march in the rear. 

When fir Robert Knolles and fir Aleyne Box- 
fiull heard that the conftable of France and the 
Jord dc Cliffon were come into thofe parts, tliey 
were much rejoiced, and faid, * It will be well for 
us to coUeft our forces more togetlier, and poft 
ourfelves to our advantage in this country -, for fir 
Bertrand, in the novelty of office, is. certainly 
come to look at us, and he would not have been 
happy if he had not made this expedition. Wc 
have already rode through the realm of France 
without meeting with any hindrance. Let us in- 
form fir Hugh Calverly (who is at Saumur on the 
Loire), and fir Robert Cheney, fir Robert Bri- 
quet, and the other captains of companies who 



• Sir John Menftreworth. FroifTart calls him Majjfreurdc, 
J have followed Barnes, who adds that he was a traitor, fold to 
fhe French, and, having embezzled large fums delHned for the 
pay of the army, was afraid to t>e called to an account for 
them. 

arc 



112 

are neir m^ of our fituation Md intendonS; whtf 
will willingly haftcn to join us. Wc may there^ 
fore hH upon this new cpnftable^ and the lord de 
Cliflbn, who is fo much our enemy* j and we fhall 
make a handfomc finifh to our campaign.* 

Between fir Robert KnoUcs, fir Aleyne BoxhuII^ 
and fir John Seton, there was not any difference 
of opinion ; and they afted always in unifon- 
They immediately fent ofF meflengers fecretly to 
fir Hugh Calverly, fir Robert Briquet, and the 
others, with letters to inform them how they were 
fituated, and to propofe that they fhould join in 
an attack upon the French. They fignified the 
fame to fir Thomas Grantfonj fir Gilbert Gifibrd, 
fir GeofFry Worfley and the others, dcfiring them 

• T/re lord de Cliffon, fo much our enemy. His quarrel with 
the duke of Brittany and the Engliih, to whom he had always 
been attached^ was caufed by the duke's refuial of a reqaeft lie 
made for the lordihip of Gavre^ whicii wai very convenient to 
him» and near his cafUe of Blein. 

When he aiked for it, the duke faid he had difpoTed of it ui 
favour of fir John Chandos, to whom he had eflencial obliga- 
tions. CllfTon^ enraged at this preference, fworc he woold 
never have an Englifliman for his neighbour, fet fire to the 
houfe, and had the ftones carried to Blein, ufing them to. 
fortify this caftle. He conceived fo mortal a hatred to the 
Engltfh that he embraced the party of the countcfs de Pen- 
thievre, on whom he had before made war, and accepted the 
lieutenancy of Brittany under her, and the guard of all the 
places ihe had there. This change of condudt introduced him 
to the fervice of Charles V. who admitted him to his coun9ils, 
loaded him with gifts, and gave him the lieutenance general de 
Tourainc. — Mcmoircs de Bertrand iu Guefclin> par Berviile, vol. 
ii« p. 2 ID, note. 

to 
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to advance to a place which they pointed out to 
them^ for they were in hopes to engage the French 
ivho had come on this expedition. Upon receiv- 
ing this intelligence, they all made ready with . 
great cheerfulnefs to join their companies, amount- 
ing to about two hundred fpe^. 

This matter, however, was not carried on fb 
fccretly but that fir Bcrtrand and the lord dc 
Cliflbn got wind of it, and knew alfo what was 
intended on the junftion of their forces : they 
therefore armed thcmfclves during the night, and, 
marching with their men and garrifons, took the 
field. This fame night, fir Thomas Grantfon, fir 
GcoflTry Worfley, fir Gilbert GifFord, fir William 
Neville and the others, had left their quarters, 
and advanced towards fir Robert Knolles and fu: 
Aleyne BoxhuU to a fpot where they expcfted to 
find them. But their march was ftiortened ; for, 
^ireftly at a place called Pont-valin, they were 
met by the French, who immediately charged 
them, and furrounded them, as they were full four 
hundred, lances and the Englifh about two hun- 
dred* The battle was fliarp and long, and well 
fought on both fides. As foon as they met, they 
difmounted, and attacked each other moft va- 
liantly with fpears and fwords. The French 
gained the viftory over the Englifh, who were all 
flain or made prifoners; for not an Engliftiman 
fled, except fome of the pages or fervants, who, 
mounting their mafters' courfers, made oflT as faft 
as poflSble when they faw they were defeated. 
Among the prifoners were, fir Thomas Grantfon, 
Vol. IV, I fir 
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fir Gilbert Giffofd, fir Geoffly Worflcy, fir Wi!- 
Ham Nerille> fir Philip Courtcnay, fir Hugh De- 
fpenccr, and many more knights and fquirci, who 
were all condufted to the city of Mans. 

Intelligence of this was Ipccdily fpread over the 
country, and foon known to fir Robert Knollcs, 
fir Hugh Calverley and the others, who were 
much vexed thereat, and broke up their intended 
attack, through this unexpedted event. Thofc at 
Saumur, as well as in the other quarters, remained 
quiet. Sir Robert KnoUes and fir Aleyne BoxhuU 
made a handfome retreat into Brittany, for they 
were not far diftant. Sir Robert went to his caftle 
of Dcrval, where he gave orders to all his men 
at arms and archers to ga wherever they might 
find profit or honour> and fcveral returned to 
England, whence they had come. Sir Aleyne 
BoxhuU went to pafs the winter m his town of St.. 
Sauveur le Vicomte, which the king of England 
had given to him. 

After the defeat of Pont-valin, where. a part of 
the Englifti were flain and the remainder put ta 
the ro.ut, fo that the expedition was ruined, fir 
Bcrtrand du Guefclin (whofe entrance into the 
office of conftable had been thus fortunately fig- 
nalized, in a way to gain him great honour and 
reputation) came to Paris, accompanied by the 
lord dc Cliffon, and bringing with them the greater 
part of their prifoners, to whom they behaved very 
handfomely, allowing them to go at large on their 
parole for their ranfom. They neither ftiut them 
Bp in prifon, nor put on fhackles and fetters, ai 

the 
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the Germans do in order to obtain a heavier ran- 
fom. Curfes on them for it. Thcfe people arc 
without pity or honour, and they ought never to 
receive quarter. The French entertained their 
prifoners well, and ranfomed them courteoufly 
without being too hard with them. 

The prince of Wales, the duke of Lancaftcr 
and all the Englifh, who, after the conqueft and 
vengeance taken on Limoges, had retired to Cog- 
nac, were much difmayed by the defeat at Pont- 
yalin. 

This year, about Chriftmas, pope Urban V. 
died at Avignon. He was a learned and wife 
man, and a good Frenchman. The cardinals af« 
iembkd in conclave to choofe a fucceffor, when 
they unanimoufly elefted the cardinal de Beau- 
fort, who took the name of pope Gregory XI. 
The king of France was well pleafed with this 
creation and divine eleftion, for he knew him to 
be a loyal Frenchman and a prudent man. The 
duke of Anjou was at Avignon during the con- 
clave, and took much pains that he fhould be 
ele^ed pope. 
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CHAP. XXIV 

SrR EUSTACE D*AMBRETICOURT IS MADE PRf- 

SONER AND RANSOMED. SIR RAYMOND DB 

MARNEIL, A PARTISAN OF FRANCE, IS TAKEN, 
AND IN IMMINENT DANGER, BUT SAVED BT 
HIS KEEPER. 

A VERY unfortunate adventure befcl firEuftace 
•*^ d'Ambreticourt much about this time. As 
he was riding one day through Limoufin, he came 
in the evening to thef caftlc of the lord de Pierre 
Buffiere, which he entered, thinking him a friend, 
a brother foldier and a good Englifhman. But 
Pierre Buffiere had given up his caftle to Thibaut 
du Pont, a man at arms from Brittany, and his 
company. Thibaut feized fir Euftace, who. was 
not any way on his guard, made him his prifoner, 
and afterward ranfomed him for twelve thoufand 
fraqcs, of which he paid down four thoufand, and 
left his fon, Francois d'Ambreticourt, his hbftage 
for the remainder to the duke of Bourbon, who had 
gone fecurity for him, and had taken great pains to 
obtain his liberty, becaufe fir Eufl:ace had been 
very aftive in obtaining the freedom of the lady his 
mother, when (he had been made prifoner by the 
free companies at Belleperche. After he had ob- 
tained his liberty, fir Euftace went and refided in 
Carentan, beyond the fords of St. Clement it^ 
lower l^ormandy, a very handfome town whic^ 

the 
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the king of Navarre had given him, and where he 
died. God have mercy on his foul ! for whilft he 
lived and remained in the world he was a moft va- 
liant knight. 

Nearly at this period, fir Raymond de Marneil, 
who had changed his party from the Englifh to the 
French, was returning to his own country from 
Paris, when he met with a difagreeable accident. 
On his road, he encountered a body of Englilh, 
belonging to the forces, of fir Hugh Calverley, 
commanded by a knight of Poitou, and came lb 
fuddenly' among them that he could not efcape: he 
was thus taken, and carried prifoner to the caftle of 
the knight in Poitou. The capture of fir Ray- 
mond was known in England, and came to the 
king's knowledge, who immediately wrote to the 
luiight, ordering him to fend that enemy and 
traitor fir Raymond de Marneil direftly to Eng- 
land, on whom he would wreak ,fuch vengeance 
:that it fhould ferve as an example to all other? j 
and that he would pay him fix thoufand francs for 
iris ranfom. Sir Geofiiy d'Argenton, who had 
taken fir Raymond, was not willing to difobey the 
orders of his fovereign and lord, and replied he 
^ould punftually follow his commands. 

Sir Raymond de Marneil was informed that the 
king of England wifhed to have his perfon, and 
had fent orders to that cfFeft ; and alfo that fir 
Gcof&ey was determined to obey them. He was 
therefore more alarmed than ever, and not without 
reafon. He began to utter in his prifon the moft 
IpiteQUS moans, infomuch that the perfon . who 

J 3 guarded 
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guarded hinij and was an Englifhmany began to 
companionate him and gently to footh him. 

Sir Raymond, who faw no rays of comfort in 
his diftrefs, fince he was to be fent to England, at 
laft opened his mind to his keeper. * My friend,' 
faid he, ^ if you will engage to deliver me from the^ 
peril in which I am, I will promife and fwcar on 
my loyalty to divide half and half with you all my 
landed poffeffions, which you (hall have for your 
inheritance; and never as long as I live will I be 
wanting to you in whatever manner you may 
pleafe.* The Englifliman, who was poor, con- 
fidered that fir Raymond was in danger of his 
life, and as he had promifed him fuch a handfome 
recompenfe to. fave it, he took compaflion on him, 
and faid he would do all he could to ferve him. 
Sir Raymond heard this with great joy, and fwore 
upon his honour to perform ftriftly what he had 
promifed, and even more if he mfiftcd upon if. 
Upon which they confultcd how they could bcft 
bring this bufinefs to a happy end. 

When night came, the Englifhman, who kept 
the keys of the tower of the caftle where fir Ray- 
mond lay, opened his prifon and a poftcrn-gatc, 
from whence they iflued into the plain, and made 
for a wood, to prevent themfelves being overtaken. 
They were in greater' diftrefs all the night than can 
be imagined ; for they marched feven leagues on 
foot, and it had frozen fo hard, that their feet were 
all cut and torn. At laft, however, at the dawn 
they came to a French Fortrefs, where they wtrt 
heartily received by the companions who guarded 

it. 
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ic Sir Raymond related to them his adventures* 
and they all returned thanks to God for his fortu* 
nate iefcapet In trudi, when the knight on the 
morrow found they had gone off, he fcnt horfcmca 
every where round the country in fearch of them, 
but in vain. 

In thU manner did fir Raymond de Marneil 
efcape from fuch imminent danger: He returned 
to Limoufinj and told all his friends his great obli- 
gations to the Engliih fquire. The Englilhman 
was much honoured by them, and fir Raymond 
wanted to divide his eftate with him ; but he re- 
Ibfed to accept fo much, and would only take two 
hundred livres a-year, adding that was fully fuffi- 
cicnt for the fupport of himfelf m his fituatiout 
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CHAP. XXV, 

THE PRINCE OF WALES, RAVING LOST BY DEATH 
HIS ELDEST SON, CIVES UP THE DUCHY OF 
AQUITAINE TO THE CARE OF THE DUKE OF 
LANCASTER.—FOUR KNIGHT3 OF BRITTANY r; 

TAI^B THE CASTLE OF MONT-PAON** 

A T this rime, the eldeft fon of the prince an^l 
^^ piinci^fs of Wales died in the city of Bour- 
ikaux. They were exceedingly grieved at this 

f Mont»paaDjF-«-a vilUg^ of Rouergn^t dedion of Milh a u d. 
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event, and not without rcafon. The prince was 
advifed to return to England, as perhaps he might 
there recover his health ; and, as this advice was 
given him by his phyficians and furgeonsy he 
agreed to it. Preparations were made for his de-» 
parturc -, and, I believe, the earls of Cambridge 
and Pembroke were ordered to return with him to 
bear him company. 

When the prince was about to leave AquitainCj 
and his vcflel was in the harbour of Bourdeaux, on 
the river Garonne, where he had arrived with the 
princefs and the young Richard, his fon, he iflued 
fipm the city of Bourdeaux a fpecial fummons to all 
the barons and knights of Gafcony and Poitou, and 
to all others over whom he was lord or who dc* 
pended on him. When they were arrived,, and af- 
fembled before him in his hall of audience, he ad- 
drefled them by faying, * that during the time he 
had been their prince, he had always maintained 
them in peace, profperity and power, as far as de- 
pended on him, againfl: all their enemies; but that 
now, in the hope of recovering his health, of whidi 
he had great need, he intended to return to Eng- 
land : he therefore bcfbught them earneftly to put 
their faith in, and to fcrve and obey his brother, the 
duke of Lancafter, as they had before ferved and 
obeyed him : that they would find him a good and 
courteous lord, and he begged of them to aid and 
^flift him in all his afiFairs/ 

The barons of Aquitai/ie, Gafcony, Poitou and 
Saintonge affented to his requeft, and fworc upon 
their faith and loyalty iiever to defert him. They 

per- 
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performed fealty and homage to the duke, declaring 
themfelves willing to pay him all affedtion, fervicc 
and obedience. This they fwore in the prince's 
prefence, and they all kifled him on the mouth*. 
After thefe affairs were fetded, the prince did not 
tarry long in Bourdeaux, but embarked on board 
his vefiel with the princefs and his ion, accom- 
panied by the earls of Cambridge and Pembroke. 
There were in this fleet five hundred combatants^ 
befides archers. They had favourable weather, 
and, meeting with no accident, arrived fafely at 
Southampton. They were difcmbarkcd; and, 
after having refrcfhed themfelves for two days, 
all mounted their horfes, and took the road for 
Windfor, except the prince, who was carried in his 
litter. On their arrival, they found the king, who 
was then there. He received his children very 
kindly, and made many enquiries into the ftate of 
Guienne. After the prince had made fomc ftay 
with the king, he took his leave, and retired to his 
manor of Berkhamflead, twenty miles from the 
city of London. 

We will for the prefent leave the prince, and fay 
what had paflTed in Aquitaine. 

Soon after the departure of the prince from 
Bourdeaux, the duke of Lancaftcr ordered prepa-^ 
rations for the funeral of his nephew Edward. It 



• Allktjfcd him on the mouth. Homage de bouche et des mains 
is done by a vafTal with head uncovered, hands joined and a kifs 
received, which binds him to fight for his lord only in defence of 
the lands whereof he holds.— Cqtg&avs. 

was 
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was very grand and magnificent, and was attended 
by all the barons of Gafcony and Poitou*. 

Whilil all thefe things were going forwardi and 
the funeral occupied every one's attention, and 
detained the Barons in Bourdeaux, there ifTucd forth 
from the garrifon of Perigord upwards of two hun- 
dred lances of Bretons, whom the duke of Anjou 
had fent and pofted there. They were commanded 
by four valiant and hardy knights, whofe names 
were, fir William de Longueval, fir Alain dc la 
Houflaye, fir Louis de Mailly and the lord d*Arcy« 
Thefe knights marched with their men to a bandU 
fomc and ftrong caftle called Mont-paon, of which 
a knight was lord* When thefe Bretons arrived^ 
and had advanced up to the barriers, they ma- 
noeuvred as if they intended an immediate a0ault» 
and completely furrounded it. Upon which fir 
William de Mont-paon, proving he had more of 
French courage than Englifh, turned to them, and 
in Ihort furrendered. He gave admittance to thefe 
knights and their companions into his caftle, of 
which they took poffeflion, and faid they would 
defend it againft all the world. They repaired and 
added to it whatever might have been wanting. 

Intelligence of this was foon carried to Bour* 
deaux, wheh the duke of Lancafter told the baroos 



• He was baried in the Angaftinc Friars, London. 

« Here was interred the bodie of Edward, the eldeft fonne of 
Edward the black prince, by Joan his wife, fumamedThcFairr 
Maide of Kent^ who was born at Angolelme anno I375# and 
died at feven years of age.*— ^#i«f<r'/ FumtralUimmnau 

they 
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they were inaftive, for that the Bretons had made 
an incurfion, and had taken Mont*paon, which was 
clofc to their borders. Indeed, when the duke and 
barons firfl heard of this, they were much afhamec^ 
and made immediate preparations for marching to^ 
wards that part; they fet out from the city of 
Bourdeaux on a Wednefday after dinner. 

With the duke of Lancafter there were, the lords 
de Pons and de Partenay, fir Louis de Harcourt, 
fir Guilcard d' Angle, fir Perci val de Coulongne, fir 
GeofFry d'Argenton, fir James de Surgeres, fir 
^aubrun de Linicrcs, fir William de Montendre, 
fir Hugh de Vinoye, the lord de Crupenac, and 
many more knights and barons o/ Poitou and Sain- 
tonge. From Gafcony were, the captal de Buch» 
the lord de Pommiers, fir Helic de Pommiers, the 
lords de Chaumont, de Montferrant, de Langeron, 
tJie fouldich de la Trane ; fir Bernardet de TAbre^ 
the lord de Gironde, fir Aimery de Tefl:u, and fe- 
veral others. Of the Engllfli were, fir Thomas 
Felton, lord Thomas Percy, the lord Roos, fir Mi- 
chael de la Pole, the lord Willoughby, fir Wil- 
liam Beauchamp, fir Richard de Pontchardon, fir 
Baldwin de Franville, the earl of Angus and many 
more. They were in all rather more th'an feven 
hundred fpears and five hundred archers. They 
marched in good order to Mont-paon, where on 
their arrival fir William de Montpaon, feeing the 
duke of Lancafter and his army come to befiegd 
him, felt very uneafyj for he knew that, if he 
were taken, he ffiould die a difgraceful death, 
without hopes of mercy, as he had done too much 

ag^ft 



12* 

againft him to cxpcft any. He tx>ld his fears tso 
the four ights, and ad he Ih make his 

cfcapc and go to Perigordj ;ut that they were 
maftcrs of his caftle to do as they pleafcd with it 
Upon this he drc£tly departed, aad went to the 
city of Perigord, which was very ftrong> and left 
his caftle unuer the guard or cncfc four knights. 



CHAP. XXVI. 

TH5 FOUR KNIGHTS DEFEND THEMSELVES 

AGAINST THE DUKE OF LANCASTER.— THE 

DUKE, ON TAKING THE PLACE, ADMITS 
THEM TO RANSOM^ 

"lyl/HEN the duke of Lancafter was arrived at 
^ Mont-paon, with all his barons, knights 
and men at arms, he immediately laid fiege to it. 
They built themfelves fubftantial huts all round the 
caftle, as if they were to remain there kvcr years. 
They were not, however, idle, but began the af- 
fault with great vigour, and had large quantities of 
wood and faggots cut down by the peafants, antj 
carried to the ditches, which they threw in and 
covered with large beams and earth; by which 
means they were fo filled up that they could ad- 
vance to the walls to Ikirmifh with the garrifon^ 
as was daily done, and there were many gall^t 
conflidls. 

Thf 
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TPhe four breton knights in the cattle were right 
good men at arms^ and fought and defended them* 
felv^es fo valoroufly, that they were deferving of 
grca.t praife* They were not difmayed, however 
near the Englifh or Gafcons might advance, and 
ncv^er fuffered them to return conquerors. 

N"ot far diftant, in the garrifon of St. Macairc*, 

which belonged to the Bretons, were John de Male-* 

ftroit and Silveftre Budes, the governors of it, who, 

hearing every day of the great feats of arms which 

were doing before Mont-paoi, were anxious to be 

partakers of them. They converfcd frequently on 

this fubjeft, faying, ^ Since we know that our 

companions are fo eir to us, and thofe valiant 

nicn/ as fuch a one and fuch a one, naming them, 

' have daily five or fix attacks on their hands, and 

^c continually fighting, whilft we remain here 

doing of nothing, we certainly do not aft well.' 

T^hey were very eager to go and aflift them ; but, 

^vlicn they and their companions had all ipoken, 

^Kcy began to confider the danger there might 

t>c, if they fhould leave the garrifon without one 

pf the commanders, and this puzzled them how to 

^. Silveftre Budes faid, ' By God, I will go.' 

^ Silveftre,* replied John, ^ you ftiall ftay, and I 

^^ili go/ This difpute continued fome time. At 

*^^ they agreed on their oaths, before all their 

^c^rapanions, to draw ftraws, and that he who had 

^Hc longeft ftraw fhould go, and the other re- 

• St. Macairc, — A city of Guiennc, on the Garonne, nine 
*^^3igttes firoiB Bourdeaux. 
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m^n. Upon which they drfw ftraws^ and Sil- 
vc&rc Budes had the longeflj which created a great 
kugh among the company. 

Silveitre did not take it for a joke^ but went and 
made himfelf ready s when, mounting his horie^ 
he fet off with eleven men at arms, and rode far 
the caftlc of Mont-paon, where he arrived and 
entered in the evening. The knights and garriion 
were much rejoiced at feeing him, for they had a 
high opinion of his courage. 

As I have before faid, there were continued at- 
tacks every day made on Mont-paon; and the 
knights within defended themfelves fo weli that 
they acquired great honour, for untj^ a large piece 
of the wall had been thrown down, dxey were not 
any way difma^^. 

The Englilh had brought thither large machines 
and other engines of aflault, which they could now 
place near to the walls where the ditches wcie 
filled up. There were alfo footmen covered with 
large Ihields, who worked with pick-axes, and 
laboured fo earneftly that one afternoon they £ung 
down upwards of forty feet of the wall. The 
lords of the army diredlly ordered out a body of 
archers, who kept up fo wcll-direfted and iharp 
an attack with their arrows that none could fbmd 
againft them, nor even fhow themfelves. 

Upon this, fir William de Longueval, fir Alain 
de la Houffaye, fu" Louis de Mailly and the lord 
d'Arcy, finding from this fituation that they could 
not any longer hold out, fent one of their heralds 
mountcfi on horfeback, through the breach, to 
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/peak with the duke'of Lancafter ; for they wHhedy 
•^if poiiible> to enter intx> a treaty. The herald ad- 
vanced to the duke> way being made for him, 
and explained the bulinefs on which he was fent« 
The dukcj by the advice of thofc about him, 
grafited an armiftice to the garrifon during the 
time of a parley ; and the herald returned with 
this anfwer to his mailers. The four knights 
dircftly came forward upon the ditch, and the 
duke fent fir Guifcard d' Angle to hold a parley 
with them* 

Upon the ditch, therefore, they entered on a 
treaty, by aiking, ' In what fort or manner does 
the duke intq^d to make us prifoners ?' Sir Guif- 
cardj who had received his inftructions, replied ; 
* Gentlemen, you have greatly difpleafcd my lord ; 
for you have detained him here fevcral weeks*, 
which has fretted him very much, and caufed the 
loft of fcveral of his men : for which reafons, he 
win not receive you, nor grant you mercy, but 
will have you furrender yourfelves fimply to him» 
He alio infifts on iir William de Mont-paon being 
firft given up, for him to be dealt with according 
to his deferts as a traitor.' 

Sir Louis de Mailly replied ; ' Sir Guifcard, in 
regard to fir William de Mont-paon, whom you 
require from us, we fwear truly and loyally that 



* Siveral vfeeks. All my copies differ as to the ninnber of 
weekc ; ibme eleven, fome fix weeks : I have therefore iaid 
ieverai weeka^ as it appears very unccrtaiu : but I ihould rather 
incline to the {mailer number. 

we 
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HiT^ are ignorant what is become df him^ fot* h 
did not remain in this town a moment after yoi 
had begun to beficge it. But it will be very har< 
for us to furrendcr ourfelves in the manner yoi 
infift on, who arc foldiers fent here for pay, juft a 
your commanders may fend you, or you may b' 
obliged to it by perfonal fervice ; and, before wi 
accept of fuch a bargain, we will fell our lives fl 
dearly that report fhall fpeak of it a hundrei 
years hence. Return, therefore, to the duke o 
Lancafter, and tell him to accept of us in a cour 
tcous manner, upon certain terms of ranfom, a 
he would wifh fhould be done to any of his owi 
party, Ihould they happen to be fo upfortunate.' 

Sir Guifcard anfwered, that he would very wil 
lingly do fo to the utmoft of his power. Witl 
thefe words, he returned to the duke, and tool 
with him the captal de Buch, the lords de Rofei 
and de Mucident, the better to forward the bufi 
nefs. When thefe lords were come into the dxike' 
prcfence, they remonftrated with him fo eloquent 
ly^ and with fuch good fuccefs, that he grants 
their rcqueft, and received the four knights, wit 
Silvcftre Budes, and their men, in mercy as pri 
fonen. 

Thus had he once more poflcffion of the caftl 
of Mont-paon, and received the homage of th 
inhabitants of the town. He placed there tw 
gafcon knights as governors, with forty men i 
arms and as many archers, and had all the wal 

completel 



m 

C6Ai)>ktei7 rtpwcdJIdf mafons in tke neighbour- 
liood : he viftualled the place^ and fiippUed it well 
^mtii all forts of artillery. 



CHAP XXVtI. 



tun Duke of Lancaster disbands h^ AkKfV\ 

AND RETURNS TO BOURDEAUX.— THE LORD DB 
PONS TURNS TO TH5 FRENCH PARTY. 

A FTER the conqueft of Mont-paon, when the 
* ^ duke of Lancafter had reinforced it with good 
men at arms and captains^ he broke up his camp, 
and difbanded his army. Each therefore went to 
his own home, and the duke returned to Bour- 
deaux. The Poitevins retreated to their country, 
and the Gafcons to their towns and cailles ; but 
the free companies difperfed themfclves over the 
whole principality, where they did as much mif- 
chief to friends as enemies* The duke winked at 
this, and fufiered them to aft as they pleafed, be- 
caufc he thought he might foon have a frefti occafion 
for their fervices ; more cfpeciaity as the war at that 
moment was much more oppreffive in Poitou, 
without comparifon, than any where elfe. 

The French kept a large garrifon in the caftle 
of Montcontour, four leagues diftant from Thou- 
.ars, and fix from Poitiers, which was commanded 
by fir Peter de Guerfillc and Jourdain de Cou- 
longne. They daily harafled the country, eitlw: 
about Thouars or about Poiders, and greatly da- 
. Vol, IV. K magcd 



tnagcd and pillaged the inhabitants. Oh thc'dfhc> 
lidc, Carnet le Breton held Chatclhcraut, with 
feven hundred Bretons, who much ruined the 
country. The garrifons from la Roche-ppfay and 
St. Salvin were out almoft every day, fo that the 
barons and knights of Poitou attached to the Englifh 
dared not venture abroad but in large parties, for 
fear of the French who had th\is forced themfclves 
into their country. 

Soon after the return from MQnt-paon, and when 
the lords of Poitou had retired to their own coun- 
try, which was one of the frontiers to France, 
many fecret negotiations were fet on foot by the 
lord Louis de St. Julien, the vifcount de la Roche- 
chouart, and feveral others in the Frendh intercflr, 
who, with large fums received from the king of 
France, laboured day and night, to gain over the 
lords of Poitoxi to his party. Thefe negotiations 
were fo fuccefsful that the lord de Pons turned to 
the French, in fpite of the entreaties of the lady, 
his wife, and of all the inhabitants of the town of 
Pons in Poitou. Notwithftanding, however, the 
lord de Pons changed his fide, the lady remained 
attached to the Englilh. All the barons and 
knights in Poitou in the Englilh intereft were vio- 
lently enraged, for the -lord de Pons was a powers 
ful baron. 

The duke of Lancafter was much grieved at 
this, and, wilhing every curfe to attend the lord, 
felt himfelf obliged to the lady and to thofc of the 
town who had not dcfertcd him. Sir Aimemon de 
Bours, a good and valiant knight, was ordered to 
aflift the lady with his advice and courage i for the 

lord 



lord dc Pons advanced every day to the gates of 
the town, doing no carnage to any one ; but fome- 
times ht was driven back, and retreated with lofs. 



CHAp. XXVUL 

tliE ENGLISH TAKE T^E CASTLE OF MOl^t- 

CONTOUR. 

npHUS \vere the Engllfh affairs in Poitou en- 
•*• tangled; the lords and knights oppofed t6 
each other ; when the ftrong opprefled the weak, 
and none received either law, juftice or right. The 
caftles and ftrong places were intermixed; fome 
being French, others Englifh, who eath rtadc 
cxcurfions on the other, and pillaged on all fides 
without mercy. 

Some of the barons and knights of Poitou of 
the Englifh party, having confidered that the gar- 
rifon of Montcontour was more aftive in harafling 
the country than the others, refolved to march 
thither and lay fiege to it. They therefore iflfued 
a iummons from the city of Poitiers in the name 
of lord Thomas Percy, fenefchal of Poitou, which 
was obeyed by all knights and fquires. They 
amounted to five hundred fpears and full two thou- 
fand footmen, with large fhields, among the archefs 
V^ho accompanied them. There were flr Guif- 

K 2 cata 
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card d'Angfe, fir Louis d'Harcourt, the lords de 
Partcnay, dc Pinane, de Tafmaybouton, du Cu- 
pegnac, fir Pcrcival de Coulongne*, fir Geoffiy 
d'Argenton, fir Hugh de Vinoye, the lord dc ' 
Coyes, the lord de Puiflances, fir James de Sur- 
geres, fir Maubrun de Linieres and fevcral more. 
There were alfo fome Englifh, who at the time 
were refident in Poitou, either from the offices 
they held there, or to afllft in guarding the country j 
fuch as fir Baldwin d^ Franville, the earl of Angus, 
fir Walter Hewett, fir Richard de Pontchardon 
and others. 

When they had been muftered at Poitiers, and 
had completed their preparations, they marched 
from thence> taking the road for Montcontour, in 
full array, with every thing neceflary for the ficge 
of that place. 

The caftle of Montcontour is fituated in the 
country of Anjou, is very ftrong and handfome, 
and four leagues difl:ant from Thouars. The Poi- 
tevins, to the amount of three thoufand com- 
batants, continued their march until they arrived 
there, when they laid fiege to it, and invefted it 
on all fides. There had been brought from 
Thouars and Poitiers large engines, which they 
pointed againfl: the caftle, and flung from them 
ftones night and day. They made daily aflTaultSj^ 
and the lords frequently had Ikirmilhes with the 
garrifon, . in which feveral gallant aftions were per- 



* Sir Percival de Coulongne. Barnes calls him fir Perdivid 
Collins. 

formed ; 
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formed: there were»with the Poitcvins feveralof 
the free companies, who were unwilling to remaia 
during the fiegej fuch as John Crefwell and 
I>avid HoUegrave: thefe two, with fir Walter 
Hcwctt, were their leaders. 

Sir Peter de GuerfiUe * and Jourdain de Cpy^ 
longne, who were in the caftle, defended it va- 
Hantiy, and advanced every day to the combat 
witfi the Englifli at their barriers. On the t^nth 
day after their arrival, in the midft of thefe ^r 
tacks, the Englifh and Poitevins ai&ulted it 0} 
brifkly, and in fuch good order and ftrength, that 
they broke down the walls of the caftle, through 
which they paffed, and conquered the French. 
All within were flain, except fir Peter and Jour- 
dain, and five or fix men at arms, to whom the 
companions granted quarter. 

After the capture of Montcontour, lord Thomas 
Percy f , fir Louis de Harcourt and fir Guifcard 
d'Angle, by the advice and confcnt of the other 
barpns an^ knights, gave the caftle to fir Walter 



• In the hift. de Bretagne, he is called Pierre de la Grefille.. 
f liQr4 Thpqw^ Percy-^was knight of the Garter.— ^^j/frx 

MS* Collisions* 

♦ He was brother to the firft carl of Northumberland, and 
uncle to Hotfpur who was created earl of Worcefter by Richard 11. 
His barony was that of Haverfordweft, and he had a coniider- 
able eftal* ia South Wales, now in the poiTefiion of the duke 
of Rutland.* Noce in the above Collections^ by Dr. Percy« 
biihop of Dromore. 

This eiUte is, I believe, fold : at Icaft a rent refolut» was 
fold by the duke (lieutenant of Ireland) to Mr. John Manners. 

K 3 Hewett,. 
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Hewett, John CrefswcU and David HoUlegrave 
and their companies, who were full five hundred 
combatants, for them to guard the frontiers againft 
Anjou and Maine The lords then marched away; 
and difmifled their army. Thus was this caftie 
made a guard for the borders by thofe to whom it 
had been given, who collefted a numerous garri- 
fon, and had it completely repaired. They main^ 
tained pofleflion of it for a very long time, and 
much haraffed all the country about it ; for there 
was not a day but they made fomc excurfions into 
Anjou or Maine. 



t i ,1 , ' 1^ 



CHAP. XXIX. 

SIR BEHTRAND DU GUESCLIN, CONSTABLE OP 
FRANCE, BESIEGES THE TOWN OF UZES,* 
WHICH SURRENDERS TO HIM UPON CAPITU- 
LATION. 

TX7E will now return to fir Bertrand du Guefclin, 

^ ^ qonftable of France, who had remained at 

Paris, neat" the king, fince the defeat of Pont- 

yalin, where he and fir Oliver de ClilTo^ had fp 



■wr 



• U:2es. I am inclined to believe it muft be Uflbn, a town 
in Auvergne, inftead of Uzes, which is in Lower Langoedoc, 
eight lea^qes from Avignon. See Kift. de Bretagne, vol. i. 

dreadfully 
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dbceadfuUy beaten the Englifli, as has been before 

nclatcd It. was told him that the Englifh ftill 

tcpt the field in Poitou and Guicnne : upon which 

he. di^clared his intentions, that foon after Candk- 

nifiSi^vat the commencement of fpring, he fhould 

collcft a very large force of men at arms and 

nobleimen, and would make an incurfion to another 

pjurt ; of the country, fince the Engiilh were thus 

employed in Quercy, Poitou and Rouergue. 

,>.ScMne of the Englifh had very honourably re- 

imUned. in thefe countries, and had maintained 

thcmfdves there fince the renewal of the war. 

Sir John Devereux and his men had again got 

poflfefllon of Limoufin, and had taken in Auvcrgne 

a eaftle with its dependencies, called Uzes, which 

the conftable faid was not to be fufFcred, and that 

he was determined to march thither. With the 

Hing- s permiflion, he aflembled a large body of 

men at arms ; and, quitting Paris, his army in* 

creafed daily until he arrived in Auyergne. 

There came with him, under his command, the 
duke of Berry, the duke of Bourbon, the count 
d'Alengon, the count du Perche his brother, the 
count de St. Pol, the dauphin of Auvergne, the 
counts de Vendome and de Porcien, the lords 
de Sully and de Montagu, fir Hugh Dauphin, 
the lord de Beaujeu, the lords de Rochcfort and 
de Talen^on, and a great many more barons and 
knights of France. 

This army continued its march until it came 

• before the city of Uzes, when they encamped | 

and, after remaining there fifteea days^ ,4v)riqg 

K 4 which 
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which tiihe many fierce af&ults were madcj bift 
without imprellion on the (ortveis, for it had an 
Englilh garrifon who very v^iantly defended it^^ 
they broke up the fiege and departed, the con- 
ilable continuing his march into Rouergue* $ome 
pf the principal lords ^ok this opportunity of 
going to Avignon to vifit pope Gregory afid the 
duke of AnjoiJj who at that time was with hiffit 
Soon after this vifiti and having had a Q(mkm9€i& 
with the duke, they left the city of Avignon aiid 
fbllowed the conftable, who was advancing thf^g^ 
Rouergi]e> taking towns and caflles from die- 
Englifh. They came before the town of Mil-r 
haud *, which was held by Sir Thomas Wake f* 
and had been fo for fome time : they laid fiege' 
to it, as well as to the rock of Vauclerc 5 but the 
Englilh knight furrendered upon terms, to fir 
Bertrandji this as well ai$ fo(ne other caitles on the . 
borders of Linioufin, 

When fir Bertrand had rcfreflied his army, ho 
marched away, taking the road on his return to 
the city of Uzes, to which he again laid fiege. 
The conftablc and the dukes of Berry and Bour-^ 
bon had ordered large machines to be brought 
from Rioms and Clermont, which they had pointed^ 
as well as other warlike engines^ againft the walls 
of the caftlc. 



^-v 



t Milhaud,— a town in Rouerguc, on the Tarnc. 

t Sir T**o«^s Wake. In all the editions, printed and MSS. 
which I have feen, this name is drangely disfigured. I have 
fallowed Barnes, for I could no^ mal^e s^ny thbg of Fadfue* 

The 
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The Englifti, who had before fo gallantly de- 
fended th^ place, feeing the great preparations 
which were making sigainft thetn> as well as the 
numerous army of the befiegers, and having heard 
the miiniier in which fir Thomas Wake had givea 
up the ftrong places in Rouergoe, at the fame 
time acK: expedling any fuccours to come to their 
afliftance^ held a council^ and refolved to fur* 
render upon capitulation, but not upon anjr od^cr 
tera^t They entered into a treaty with the con- 
ftable^ which was fo well conduced on all fidcty 
diat they were to march out without danger or 
blailie> carrying off whatever they could take with 
them, and befides were to be efcorted as far as 
St. Severe in Limoufin. This treaty was ftriftly 
obfcrved, ai>d the Englifh marched out, having 
i^rendered whatever they had held in the town and 
caftle of Uses, and were condu6fced without peril 
to the garrifon they had fixed upon. Sir Bemaml 
gained by this expedition a very large extent at 
{TQuntryj of which the Englifh had had poi&0ion> 
tnA then returned to France. 
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^* CHAP. XXX. 

': > • • • ... 'T 

THE KING OF ENGLAND*S ANOiR AGArNST'srR 
ROBERT KNOLLES I^ APPEASED. — PEACE UJ 
''' MADE BETWEEN THE ENGLTSH A^D FLEM^NOi!' 



II.- 



XJT'DU* have before heard of the expcdirioil which 
"^ ' fir Robert KnoHes ♦ coftimanded in Fwrnce, 
and how afterwards he retired to his clftlit^ of 
Dervalih Brittany. In truth, fome of the ErijgliiBi> 



, • Sir Robert Knolles— * wa$ but of mean parentage in the 
obixhty of Cbefter> but by his valour advanced from a common 
^Idten in the French ware under Edward III. to a great cojft^ 
tOBtsi^r^. Being fent genial of an army into Frana^' itiideo 
%itct %o£ ^^^ power^ he drove the people before biflfr'Ufe^ 
fteep« deflroying towns, callles and cities in fuch a fn^nei; 
and number that long after, in memory of this adl, the'iharp 
pdmts and gable ends of overthrown houfes and miniliers'iiOtre 
called Knolles' Mitres. After which, to make hisnleiri^ wM 
beloved of his country, he built a goodly fair bridge at Ro« 
chefter, over the Medway, with a chapel and chauntry at the 
eaft end thereof. He built much at the Grayfriars, London, 
and an hofpital at Rome for Engliih travellers and pilgrims. 
He deceafed at his manor of Scone Thorpe in Norfolk,-— was 
buried by the lady ConHance, his wife, in the church of Gray« 
friars, London, 15th Auguft 1407.'— ^if^uw''/ Fun» Mon. 
p. 436. 

In 1365, John de Montfort, duke of Brittany, gave him, 
at the alTembly of the ilates at Vannes, the lands, caflle, &c. 
of Derval and Rouge, which had been excepted at the treaty 
of peace.— iT^. de Bretagne. 

'^ • He 
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on their return home, fpoke much againft him, fo 
that the king and his council had information of it, 
and were highly difpleafed with him. When fir 
Robert heard of this, he fent over his two prin- 
cipal iquires to explain every thing, and to clear 
him of whatever might be faid againft him ^ in^ 
ftmuch that the king and his council were fatisficd 
they had been wrongly informed, and thought as 
fevooraUy of him as before^ Sir Aleyne Boxhutt, 
and^bther knights who were favourites with the 
king, affifted in his difculpation, and made fir John 
Menftreworth pay dearly for what he had done i 
he was taken, and publicly executed in the city of 



He was created a knight of the Garter, Richard 11. and is 
Ae 74th knight. 

• ^oUes, earl of Banbury, took his defcent from Jr jRoheit 
Knollesw—- Z>i(r^^A/^'j Baronage. 

Lobineau fays, Derval, &c. was given to him and his de- 
icendlnts. In i373> the duke, going into £ngland, left his 
government to fir Robert Knolles ; but few lords obeyed him. 
The French befieged his caltle of Derval, which he had left 
in the caflody of Hugh Broc his kinfman, who capitulated to 
furrcoder if- not relieved in two months, during which time 
no perfon was to be received there. But Knolles difavowed tjhe 
ad of his nephew^ ailed glng he could not treat without hb 
confent ; fo that the duke of Anjou fent his herald to ^y, 
ihat having done ^ntrary to his capitulation in admitting 
Knolles, in cafe he did not furrender, he woul4 pet to dea|h 
the two knights and a fquire who were the hoflages ; which 
being done, Knolles immediately executed three French knights 
and a fquire, and threw their bodies into the diich ; whereupon 
^e iiege was xdik^.r-^Lohigeau, p. 409. 

London 
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Jx)ndon*. By this aft of juftice fir Robert: 
KnoUes was cleared of all the charges which had 
been laid againft him> and remained in the gdtfNl 
graces of the king and prince. 

The king of England, who found himfcif hard 
preifed by this war with France, g^ned as mmf 
friends as he could on the other fide of the fi?# 
He had for allies the duke of Guelders, his ne-* 
pdbew, and the duke of Juliers, who had engaged 
K> raife a large force, as they were well able- to 
d0> and to make an incurfxon into France.. At 
thia time, the king fent the earl of Hereford f 
and fome other knights of his houfehold, hand^ 
fomely equipped, to Brittany, to confult with the 
duke on the arrangements which it was neceflary 
fliould be made betij^ecn them. 

The Englifli and Flemings were not at this time 
on good terms, but attacked each other whenever 
the met on the feas ; and fo much had the Flemings 
loft that they were exceedingly angry. By acci- 
dent, a fleet of each nation met off the illand c^ 



"••■^i* 



* His head was affixed to a pole on London Bridge^ wluch> 

on the rebellion of Jack Straw^ &c. was uken down to make 

room for the head of the bifhop of London*^^Leland*s C«A 
It^aned, vol. iii. ' 

f Earl of Hereford>— >Humphry Bohun, conftable of Eng-* 
land^ 3 2d knight of the Garter. See Dugdale. 

It appears however, from Rymer, that fir Robert de Neville 
and Raulyn de Barey, ecuyer de ia chambre, were the ambat 
fadors from Edward. 



Bas 
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Bas in firittany*. The commander of the 
Flemings was John Peterfon, and of the Englifh 
fir Guy Brian f • As foon as they faw each other; 
ifeKy prepared for aftion, which was immediately 
begun ; and very fharp it was. The king's knights 
who accompanied the earl of Hereford^ fir Richard 
Stufcy J, fir Thomas Vuifque and the others were 
HHhis engagement. 

Thefe knights and their men fought very va- 
liandy againft the Flemings, and exerted them* 
fclves the more becaufc the enemy were in greater 
numbers^ and were better prepared for a6Hon> as, 
during the whole fummcr, they had been wifhing 
to meet the Englifla, However, this time they 
did not gain much by the meeting. This fca- 



• The ifland of Bas is on the coaft of Brittany, near Mor- 
Idif* In the originaU it is, the two fleets met in a hsfiNMir of 
Britouiy, ' qu' on dit a la Baye :' and Carte fays in ' the bay;' 
.bat i fhoold rather fappofe it was meant as I have tranflated 
it. This fignal victory is very little noticed by our hiHorians. 

f Sir Guy Brianr^was 57th knight of the Garter, in the ftail 
of fir John Chandos. He was third hofband to Elizabeth, 
dowager of William earl of Salifbury-— died 14th Richard II. 
He was brother to the bifhop of Ely. 

Pat. 35. Ed. III. p. I. Guidoni de Bryan 200 marcos in pro 
Tita quod prudenter deferebat vexilliim regis, in qaodam con- 
fllftu apud Cales.— ^^// MS. CoUea. 

He is buried at Tewkfbary. In Gough's Sepulchral Monu- 
ments is a plate of his tomb. 

X Sir Richard Sturey. I cannot find any thing of him but 
xn the firft volume of Leland's Collectanea, p. 183, date 1375. 
Ricardus Sturey revocatus in familiaritatem, et gratiam ab Ed- 
wardo regc. 

fight 



fight Jaftcd full three hours: matny gallant 3/$i 
were pcrformecj, an4 many twre killed aocji 
wounded by the arrows. The fhlps were gr^pplc4 
together with chains and hooks, fo that they cpi|^ 
not eicape. In the end, the vidory remainea win^ 
the Englilh j for the Flemings were difcomfUe^/ 
and John Peterfon, their captain, made prilbaers 
the reft were either taken or flain, for none efcapq^ 

The Englifh made fail for England with their 
prizes and prifoncrs, which prevented them from 
continuing their voyage to Brittany. 

The king was much rejoiced at the fuccefs of 
thi^ engagement, and defeat of the Flemings, clpe- 
cially when he learnt that they were the aggreflbrs. 

John Peterfon and his captains were put into 
clofe confinement, and the others difperfed in va- 
rious parts of England. 

After this defeat off the ifle of Bas, the king, of 
England ordered a large armament to be prepared 
againft the Flemings, to engage the enemy wherc- 
ever they Ihould meet with them, and to blockadif 
their ports, fo. that no veflcl could fail from them 
without rifle of being taken. 

When the citizens of Bruges, Ypres, and Ghent, 
heard of thefe orders, they fummoned a councilj 
and, after mature deliberation, refolved that it was 
not for their advantage to be at war or to have any 
ill-will with the Englifh, who were their neigh^ 
hours and connefted with them by commerce, on 
account of any quarrel of their earl, nor would it 
be expedient for them to aid and fupport him. 
The principal towns, therefore, diffcmbled, but 

fent 
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ietit able 'and- go6d ^men to negociate urbH^ihe 
king of England and his council^ who managed 
the w&k 6} wtll that on their return they hroogte 
j^eace to the country of Flanders and to the. Flem^ii 
logs; conformable to certain articles in the trea^ 
which was fealed by each party. Thus was . this 
bi^efs fetded on a good and folid foundation. . 
-We will now fay foriie thing of the king of Ma- 
jorca. 



CHAP XXXI. 



THE KING OF MAJORCA IS RAKSOMED FROM 
KING HENRY OF SPAIN.— HE MAKES WAR OH 
THE KING OF ARRAGON. 

^^OU have before heard how James, king of 
* Majorca, was taken at Valadolid, when king 
Henry re-conquered Spain, and that he continued 
prifoner to king Henry. When the queen of 
Naples, his wife, and the marchionefs of Mont- 
fcrfat, his fitter, heard this, they were mucH dif- 
trefled, and immediately began to think of reme- 
dying it in the manner I fliall mention. THey 
lent trufty men to king Henry to treat for his 
ranfom, who brought the matter about on confi- 
deration of the fum of one hundred thoufand 
francs, which thofe ladies fo graCfOuJly paid that 

king Henry was obliged to thein.- - 

The 
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theittoment tJie king of Majorca gained . Ul 
libertjrt he fet out for Naples^ but remained dierc 
Qofy fufficienc time to colle& large fums o£ tttoney 
and a. body of troops^ with whidi he i^ain 6t off 
to make war on the king of Afragon his adver-^ 
fiuy, whom he could never love^ as he had ilaiii 
his £idier and detuned his inheritance. Thekii^ 
continued his jotoney until he came to AvignoDj 
to vifit pope Gregory XI. where he ftaid up- 
wards of a month. He made fuch able remon** 
ftrances with the holy father that he liftened to his 
entreaties, and confentcd to the war which he was 
defirous of making on the king of Arragon^ as the 
caufc which urged him to it was the recovery of 
his heritage. 

The king of Majorca engaged men at asms at 
a very high price wherever he could meet with 
them i Englifh, Gafcons, Germans, BretDns, and 
ibme of the free companions, under the comniaiid 
of fir Gracien du Chatel, John de Maieftfoki 
Sylvcftre Budcs, and James Bray. They mi^t 
amount to about twelve hundred fighting men, 
who marched with him, and entered Navarre, 
and there remained with the confent of that king. 
From thence they advanced into Arragon, where 
the knights and men at arms made war on the king^ 
over-ran iiis country, taking and deftroying finall 
forts and ranfoming its inhabitants. 

The king of Arragon, expeding this.war« fent 
ibme men at arms towards the frontiers o( his 
kingdom, under the command of the count de 
Roquebertift and th( coium de Rodsus. 

Whilft 
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Whim this war was carried oiii which was done 
with much inveteracy and cruelty, the king of 
M^orfai^U fick again at Val di Soria, and the dif- 
ordtr incrcafed fo much that he there died. By 
this meansj the Arragonians had peace for a long 
time from that quarter. The free companions whp 
had been engaged in this war returned to France> 
to that party from whom they thought they fliould 
gain moft. 

We will now fpeak of the duke of Lancafter. 



CHAP. XXXII. 

r 
% 

THE DUKE OF LANCASTER ESPOUSES THE ELDEST 
DAUGHTER OF THE LATE DON PEDRO, KINO 

S /OF SPAIN. TREATIES OF ALLIANCE ARfi EN-* 

- ' TERED INTO BETWEEN THE KINGS OF FRANCE 
AND SPAIN. 

^ T^UKE John of Lancafter remained in the city 
'*^ of Bourdeaux, and with him many knights, 
barons, and fquires of Aquitaine j for, notwith- 
ftanding fome barons of Poitou and I^imoufin had 
turned to the French party, that of the Englifh 
was in a tolerably good ftate, and made frequent 
inroads upon the French, on which occafions they 
loft nothing, but well fcoured the country of thofe 
who were defending the frontiers for the duke of 
^njou. 

Vol. IV. L The 
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The duke of Lancaftcr was a widower fincc the 
death of the lady Blanche, duchefs of Lancafkcr 
and Derby : upon which the barons of Gafcony, 
in concert with fir Guifcard d'Angle, confidercd 
that don Pedro, king of Spain, had left \yro 
daughters by his marriage with the fifter of the 
king of Portugal, who were then in the city of 
Bayonne, whither they had been condufted, finder 
the fafeguard of fome knights, by fea, from the 
neighbourhood of Seville, for fear of king Henry. 
As foon as they were informed of the death of don 
Pedro, tliefe ladies were almoft diftrafted with 
grief. Every one compaffionated them, for they 
were the true heirefles of Caftille, which was theii: 
juft right, by fucceflion to their father. 

This matter was thus opened to the duke : ' My 
lord, it is time you fliould think of re-marrying : 
we know of a very noble match for you, one 
from which you or your heirs will be kings of 
Caftille. It will be a charitable deed to comfort 
and advife damfels who are daughters of a king, 
efpecially when in fuch a pitiable ftate as thofe 
ladies are. Take, therefore, the eldeft for your 
bride. We advife you to do fo; for at this mo- 
ment we know not where you can more nobly 
ally yourfelf, nor from whence greater profit can 
accrue to you.' 

Thefe and fuch like words made an impreflion 
on the duke, and were fo agreeable to him that he 
confented to what they had propofed with much 
good will. He immediately ordered four knights 
to feek thefe ladies without delay, whofe names 

were 
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were Conftance and Ifabella. The duke himfelf 
fct out from Bourdeaux, when he knew they wtre 
coming, to meet them in grand array. He mar- 
lied the eldeft, the lady Conftance, at a village oa 
the road called Rochefort, on the other fide of the 
city of Bourdeaux, and gave there, on the day of 
his marriage, a fplendid feaft, to which were in- 
vited a great number of lords and ladies to add 
to its magnificence. Soon after the wedding, 
the duke condufted his lady to Bourdeaux, 
where there were again grand entertainments* 
The duchefs and her fifter were much feafted by 
the ladies and damfcls of Bourdeaux, who pre- 
fented, them with magnificent gifts and prefents 
. for the love they bore the duke. • 

News was brought to king Henry in Gaftille, 3nd 
to all the barons of the realms who were allied to 
him by fealty and homage, that his niece had 
tttarried the duke of Lancafter, and that it was 
fuppofed the younger fifter would efpoufe the carl 
of Cambridge upon the duke's return to England. 
The king was very melancholy on hearing this, and 
fummoned his council. He was then advifed to 
fend able ambafladors to the king of France, to 
explain his fituation. The king agreed to their 
opinions, and chofe the wifeft men in his kingdom 
to go to France. They fet out with a grand re- 
tinue, and continued their road without interrup- 
tion until they came to Paris, where they found the 
king, who received them with every politenefs. 
The king of France had many interviews with 
thefc ambafladors, who had full powers, properly 
/ > L 2 fcaled 
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fealed and Authenticated^ to enter into any tfeaties^ 
and to aft in every thing for their lord, fo that 
many fecret couneils were held. At laft, every 
thing was concluded; and a treaty was entered 
into between the two kings, of perpetual amity» 
love and alliance, which was moft folemnly fworn 
to be maintained, and that neither party would 
diflblve or weaken without the other's confent. 
The king of France fwore, on the word of a king, 
that he would aid and aflift the king of Caftille in 
every matter which might concern him, and that 
he would never make peace with the king of Eng- 
land without his being a party. 

Sir Bertrand du Guefclin, who much loved the 
king of Spain, took great pains to bring this 
treaty about. After this bufinefs had been com- 
pletely finiihed, the ambafiadors took their leave 
and returned to Spain. They found their king at 
I^on, who was much pleafed at having fo well con- 
cluded the matters they were fent on: King Henry, 
from this alliance, felt himfelf ever after much 
more aiTured and comforted. 
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CHAP. XXXIIL 

THE DUKE OF LANCASTER APPOINTS GOVERNORS 
IN GUIENNE: he returns to ENGLAND, and ^ 
CARRIES HIS LADY WITH HIM.— -SIR WALTER 
MANNY DIES IN LONDON. 

\X7E now return to the duke of Lancaftcr, who 
^ ^ ftill rcfidcd in the city of Bourdeaux. He 
had determined that about Michaelmas he would 
embark for England, in order to make the king 
his father better acquainted with the affairs of Aqui- 
taine. To this end he made every preparation ; 
and, a litde before his departure, he aflembled in 
Bourdeaux all thofe barons and knights of Gafcony 
who were of the Englifli party. When they were 
all collefted, he addreffcd them by faying, he had 
a great defire to rcmrn to England on particular' 
bufinefs^ as well for the advantage of all prefent 
as for the principality of Aquitaine ; but that he 
would come' back in the enfuing fummer, if the 
kmg his father wonld permit it. Thefe words f 
were very agreeable to all who heard them. He 
then appointed the captal de Buch, the lords de 
Mucident and de TEfparre, governors of all thofe 
parts of Gafcony which were attached to Eng- 
hnds In Poitou, he nominated fir Louis de Har- 
CQurt and die lord de Partenay. In Saintonge, flr 
Louis d'ArgentOB and fir William de Montendre. 

L3 He 
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He left all the fenefchals and other ofHcers as they 
were before. 

The council of the Gafcons, Poitevins and Sain- 
tongers ordered fir Guifcard d'Angle, the lord de 
Pinanc and fir Aimery de Tarbe to accompany the 
duke to England, in order more fully to explain the 
.affairs of Aquitainej and the duke, by waiting for 
them, delayed fome little hi3 voyage. 

When all was ready, they embarked on board of 
vefTels in the harbour of Bourdeaux, wnich is large 
and fpacious. The duke was attended by a large 
body of men at arms and archers, having fixty 
vefTels in the fleet, including thofe with provi- 
fions: he carried with him his lady and her filler. 
They failed with favourable winds, wliich brought 
them fafe to Southampton, where they difem- 
barked, and entered the town. , They repofed 
themfelves there for two days, when they fet out, 
taking the road to Windfor, where the king re^ 
fided. He received his fon the duke, the ladies, . 
damfels,and the foreign knights with great joy and 
feafts, but efpecially fir Guifcard d'Anglc, whom 
he was delighted to fee. 

^ About this time that gallant knight fir Walter 
Manny * departed this life in the city of London ; 
for which all the barons and knights of England 
were much afflidted, on account of the loyalty and 
prudence they had alway$ found in him. He was 
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*^fSir Walter Manny. See Dagdale. He came to England 
witb que^n Philippa— w«s knight pf tbe Garter^ 

buried 
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buried with' great pomp in the monaftery of the 
Carthufians*, which he had built, at his own cx- 
penfe, without the walls of London. His funeral 
was attended by the king, his children, and the. 
barons and prelates of England. 

All his landed property on each fide of the ica 
fell to John earl of Pembroke, who had married 
his daughter Anne. The earl fent two knights to 
take pofleflion of the lands which had fallen to him 
in Hainault, and diey performed their duty well 
towards duke Albert, who at that time governed 
the country in the name of his deranged bro- 
ther William. 



CHAP. XXXIV. 

THE KING OF ENGLAND APPOINTS THE EARL OF 
PEMBROKE GOVERNOR OF AQUITAINE.— THE 
SPANIARDS, BEING ALLIES OF FRANCE, AT- 
TACK HIM AT SEA, OFF LA ROCHELLE. 

'TNURING this winter (1372), many councils 
^^ were held in England, on the ftate of affairs, 
and upon the beflb metho^^|Gjf cpndufting them. 
The Englifh had planned two expeditions; one ta 
Guienne, another into France through Calais; 
and were gaining allies, as well in Germany as in 
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other parts of the empire, where feveral knights 
and fquires had joined them. They were bufily 
employed in. making great preparations for the 
largeft army which had been feen for a long 
time. 

The king of France was regularly informed by 
fome Englifhmen of thefe tranfaftions, the ftate of 
them, and what was the end propofed. Upon 
which, having duly confidered his intelligence, he 
afted accordingly and laid in a fufficiency of provi- 
fion in all the cities, towns and caftles of Picardy i 
having ftrongly reinforced the garrifons with men 
at arms, that the country might not be furprifcd. 

When fummer was arrived, king Edward kept 
the feaft and folemnity of St. George in Windfor 
caftle, as he was yearly accuftomed to do, when fir 
Guifcard d*Angle was elefted ^ brother-knight 
with the king, the princes and barons, who were 
called, in this confraternity. The Knights of the 
Blue Garten The king, after this went to London^ 
to his palace of Weftminfter, where he held a 
grand council on public affairs. The duke of 
Lancafter was ordered to invade France by enter- 
ing Picardy. He was to be accompanied by his 
brother the earl of Cambridge. The king, at the 
entreaty of fir Guifcard 4' Angle and the Poitcvinsj, 
appointed the earl of Pembroke governor of Aqui- 
taine, in room of the duke of Lancafter, with oxdcrs 
to haften to thofe countries, and to conduft the 
war againft the French. 

The Gafcons and Poitevins had requefted of the 
kmg by letters^ a§ well as b^ fir Guifcard d'Angle, 

that 



15$ 

diat !f he Ihould be advifed not to fend any ot 
his own children^, he would nominate the earl of 
Pembroke, whom as they loved much they de- 
fired to have, for they knew him to be a good and 
hardy knight. The king, therefore, fpoke to the 
carl of Pembroke, who, widi feveral other barons 
and knights, was prefent at this council, faying; 
^ John, my fair fon, I ordain and inftitute you go« 
vemor and captain of all the men at arms in Poi- 
tou, who according to the accounts I have had, are 
rery numerous; and alfo of thofe you will conduft 
from hence thither. You will, therefore, accom- 
pany fir Guifcard d' Angle into Poitou.* The earl 
of Pembroke, falling on his knees, replied : * My 
lord, I return you my warmeft thanks for the high 
honour you have conferred upon me. I will aft 
for your majefty beyond feas as one of your fmalleft 
marlhals.' After this, the council broke up, when 
die king returned to Windfor, taking fir Guifcard 
d' Angle with him. They frequently converfed on 
the afiairs of Poitou and Guienne. In one of thefe 
Gonverfations, he faid ; ' My lord, when our go- 
vernor and capt^n fliall arrive in that country, we 
fliall carry on a good war; for we fliall there find 
between four and five hundred lances, who will all 
cheerfiiUy obey you, but they mull be regularly 
paid.' The king anfwered; * Sir Guifcard, fir 
Guifcard, do not be uneafy^ on account of wanting 
money to continue the war, for I have enough, and 
will eagerly employ it for fuch an occafion, as it 
very fcnfibly afiefts us and our kingdom.* In diefe 
and ftidr Eke diftourfes did the king of England 

amuie 
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amufe himfclf with fir Guifcard d'AngIc, for he 
had great confidence in him, not indeed without 
reafon. 

The fcafon was now arrived for the departure 
of the earl of Pembroke, who took his leave of 
the king, as did all thofe who accompanied him. 
It fecms to me that fir Otho de Grantlbn*, 
d'outre la Somme^ was appointed to go with him. 

The earl of Pembroke had not a very large 
force with him, but only the knights of his houfc- 
hold, on account of the information which fir 
Guifcard d 'Angle had given the king; but he 
carried a fufficient (bm in nobles and florins to 
pay three thoufand fighting men. After taking- 
leave of the king^ they fee out for Southampton, 
where they remained fifteen days waiting* for a 
wind. On the fixteenth, they had a wind to their 
wifh; and, embarking, they failed out of the har- 
bour for the coafts of Poitou, recommending 
themfelves to the care of God and St. George. 

King Charles of France was perfeftly well ac- 
quainted with the greater part of the king of 
England's councils, (I do not know by whom or 
how they were revealed to him) and that fe 



* Sir Otho dc Grant(bn. Barnes calls him fir Thomas Gnuit- 
fon ; but fir Thomas Grantfon was made priibner by Bertraiid 
da Gaefclin^ and, I fappofe, was then at Paris. Froiffiot, 1 
ihould imagiDey by mentioning outre la Somme, mofl mean a dif- 
ferent perfon, one who had an efiate beyond the Somme. In 
the MS. coIle£Uon$ of mr. AniUs^ a fir Otho Grantfon is {pokes 
of; but, by a reference to Dugdale^ it appears he muft UefC 
lived in a much etrixer period* . r ^ 

Guifcard 
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Guifcard d'Angle and his companions were gone 
to England to requeft from the king an able 
leader. He already knew that the earl of Pern- 
bfoke had the appointment^ and that he was on 
his way thither. Upon which, the king of France 
had fecredy raifed a large naval armament $ that 
is to fay, it had been ,^nt at his requeft, for 
it belonged to king Henry of CaftiUe, who had 
fent this armament in conformity to the treaty 
which had been lately concluded between them. 
This Spaniih fleet confifted of forty large veflcls 
and thirteen barks, well provided with towers and 
ramparts, as the Spanifh ihips ufually are. Pour 
valiant men were the commanders of this fleet : 
Ambrofio de Balequer, CabeflTo de Vaccadeht, 
Hernando de Leon, Rodrigo de Rofas*. 

Thefe Spaniards had remained a confiderable 
time at anchor, waiting for the return of the Poi- 
tcvins, and the coming of the earl of Pembroke j 
for they were well informed that he was to land on 
the coaft of Poitou, and had therefore placed 
themfelves at anchor before the town of la Ro- 
chelle. 

It happened, therefore, that on the day pre- 
ceding the vigil of St. John the Baptifl:, in the 

* I hare copied the names of thefe Spaniih captains from 
Birness but am doubtful if they are right ; for in Choifi's hifl. 
of Charles V. Rodriqi^i de Roux is mentioned as admiral. la 
VUlaret's hift. of France^ Boccanera is called the admiral. In* 
deedL this is nearer to Froiflart^ who calls the firil captain Am- 
bmfe dc Btmc^negre. Barnes gives not any authority for his 
aliefiidott9» 

year 



year of grace 1372, when the carl of Pembroke 
and his fleet expeded to enter the port of la Ro« 
chelle> they found that the Spaniards had blocked 
up the entrance by lying before its mouth, and 
were ready prepared to receive them:« When the 
Engtifh and Ppitevins faw the Spaniards diua 
pofted^ and that an engagement mud happeHf* 
they encouraged each other, though they were 
not near an equal match, either in regard to the 
number of vefTels or men, and made preparations 
for an immediate combat, pofting their archers oa 
the bows of the ihips. 

The Spaniards were well equipped with men at 
anns and foot foldiers, who had crofst-bowst and 
cannons : many had alfo large bars of iron, and 
ftaves loaded with lead,, lo make their attadcs 
with. They advanced with {housings and a great 
Doife. Thefe large fhips of Spain made fail to 
gain the wind, fo that they might bring their 
towers to bear on the Engliih, who litde fulpe^ed 
timr mtent, and lefs feared them. Thus did ^tf 
bear down on them full fail. At this commence^ 
ncnt, great were the ihouts and cries on both 
fides. The Engliih behaved gallantly, and the 
carl of Pembroke, his knights and fquires zStcd 
worthy of their honour. 

The engagement was very fevere, and the 
Englifh had enough to do ; for the Spaniards who 
were in large veiTels had great bars of iron and 
huge ftones, which they launched and flung from 
dieir Ihips in order to flnk thoie of the £ngli(ht 
by which they wounded defperately both^wfiiilofs 
and men at arms. 

The 
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The knights of Englftnd and Pohou chdtdtjr 
Ihewed excellent proofs of chivalry and prowefi. 
The earl fought gaUantly^ feeking his enemies 
every where, and did extraordinary feats of arms: 
Sir Otho de Grantfon, fir Guifcard d*Angle, the 
lord de Pinane and all the other knights behaved 
equally well. 
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CHAP. XXXV. 

- - , ^ * - • - 

» * 

THB INHABITANTS OF LA ItOCHELLB HBFUSE 
. TO ASSIST THE EARL OF P£MBRORX.*-^-THK 
SENESCHAL AND THE LORD DE TANNAT- 
BOUTON^ WITH OTHERS^ COME TO HIS AID. 

T> Y what I have heard Grom thofc who were pn- 
^ fent at this engagement, the Englifh aind 
Poite vins fhcwed plainly they wilhed for viftoiy, 
and obtained great praife for their valour; for 
never people exerted more courage, nor fought 
more bravely» a>nfidermg what a handful of men 
they were in comparifon with the Spaniards, and 
in fuch fmall veffels that one cannot but marvel 
how it lafted fo long : but their great prowefs and 
chivalry raifed a mutual fpirit of emulation, and, 
had their veflels been of the fame fize with their 
eijemy's, the Spaniards would not have had the 
advantage ; for they handled their ipears, which 
were well fteeled> fo briikly, and^ve fuch terrible 

ftrokes. 
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ftrokeSy that none dared to come Mir unkf^ he 
were well armed and fhielded i but the fhowers of 
ftones, lead and iron bars annoyed them exceed- 
ingly, and in this firft engagement feveral knights 
and fquircs were feverely wounded. 

The Rochellers faw plainly the whole of this 
engagement, but never offered to advance to the 
affiftance of their countrymen, leaving them to 
fhift for themfelvcs. This batde lafted until nighti 
when each party feparated and caft their anchors : 
but the Englilh loft two barges of provifion, and 
all thofe in them were flain. 

Sir John Harpcdon, who at that time was 
fcn6fchal of la Rochelle, employed himfelf aU 
the night in entreating the inhabitants, the mayors 
John Chauderon, and the others to arm themielves, 
and to draw out the commonalty, and embark in 
the vcffels and barges which were lying on the 
ffaore, in order to affift and aid their feIlow*-fub- 
jc6ts whom they had feen fo yaloroufly defend 
thcmfelves. The inhabitants, however, who had 
no inclination fo to do, excufed thcmfelves by 
faying they had their town to guard -, that they 
were not fcamen, nor accuftomed to fight at fca, 
nor with the Spaniards s but that, if the battle 
had been on fliore, they would very willingly hare 
complied with his requcft. The bufincfs re- 
mained in this ftate, and nothing couki bring 
them to change their rcfolution. 

At this moment there were in la Rochejle the 
lord de Tannaybouton, fir James de Surgeres and 

fir Maubrim de Liniercs, who handfomeiy a^ 

quitted 
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quitted themfelvcs in joining dieir cntrcafies widi 
thofc of the fencfchal. When thcfe four knights 
faw they could not gain any thing, they armed 
themfclves, ordering their people, who were not 
In any great numbers, to do the fame ; and, on 
the return of the tide, they embarked in four 
boats which they took from the fhore, at break 
of day, and made for the vcffels of their friends, 
who were right glad to fee them. They told the 
carl of Pembroke and fir Guifcard d'Angle, that 
they muft not expeft any afliftance from la Ro- 
chelle, as the townfmen had pofitively refufed it ; 
to whith, as they could not better themfelves, 
they replied that they trufted in the mercy of 
God, and would wait the event j that a time 
might come when the Rochellers fhould repent <)f 
their refufal. 



CHAP. XXXVI. 

THE EARL OF PEMBROKE IS DEFEATED, AND 

MADE PRISONER BY THE SPANIARDS. THEY 

SAIL FROM LA ROCHELLE WITH THEIR PRI- 
SONERS. -—THE CAPTAL DE BUCK ARRIVES 
THERE, BUT TOO LATE. 

V|7HEN it was day, and the tide had flowed 

' full, the Spaniards weighed their anchors, 

ind, with a great noife of trumpets and drums, 

formed 
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formed a line of battle^ like tx> thatof thepitcediiq 
day, with their large vcflcb, which were wcl 
manned and armed ; ' and having gained the wim 
in hopes of inlofing the Englifh veflels, wbicl 
were but few in comparifon, the before mentionec 
four captains led the van in handfome order. 

The Englifh and Poitevins, obferving their lint 
of battle, formed theirs accordingly, and, having 
coUefted themfclves together, placed their archers 
in front. The Spaniards, under the command oi 
thefe captains, bore down on them full fail, anc 
began the engagement, which was dreadfbll] 
deadly. When they came to clofe quarters, the 
Spaniards flung out grappling hooks with chab 
of iron, which lafhed the Englilh to their veflelS; 
to that they could not feparate, and thus, as it wen 
held them clofe*. 

With the earl of Pembroke there were twenty- 
two knights, who united good inclinations to trice 
valour, and who vigoroufly defended themfelve 
with fpears, fwords and other weapons. Thc^ 
remained there clofely engaged, fighting dcf 
perately, for a confiderablc time ; but the Spaniard 
had too much the advantage, as their veflels wen 
larger and higher above the water than thofc o 
the Englifli, from which they flung down ftoncs 
bars of iron and lead, that much annoyed their ad- 

* The Memoires de da Guefdin fay, that fire (hips wer 
firft ttfed in this engagement by the Spaniards, and that b; 
their means thirteen of the largeft Englifh ihips were deftroyed 

Coll, Memoires Hijim^ues, voUi. p* 431 
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Vtffaries* The engagement continued with gfcac 
lury between them until near nine o'clock -, and 
no people ever laboured harder than the Englifh 
and Poitevins, but the greater part of their men 
Were now wounded by the ftones and other things 
which were thrown on them, and that gallant Icnight 
of Gafcony fir Aimery de Tarbe was flain, as well 
as fir John Lauton, who was knight of the body 
to the earl of Pembroke* 

Fo.ur large Spanifli fhips had grappled with that 
in which was the earl : they were commanded by 
Cabeffo de Vaccadent and Hernando de Leon, and 
full of men at arms for the combat and to work 
the veflels. After an obftinate refiftance, they 
boarded the earl's fhip, when he was made pri- ' 
ibncx, and all on board flain or taken. Aniong 
the laft were, fir Robert Beaufort, fir John Curzon, 
fir John Grimftone : fir Simon Whitaker, fir John 
Morton and fir John Touchet ftiared the fate of 
the firfl:. 

At fome dift:ance, the Poitevins, under the com-* 
•mand of fir Guifcard d' Angle, the lord de Pinane, , 
the lord de Tannaybouton and other knights, with 
their followers, continued the fight; and in another 
(hip fir Otho de Grantfon was engaged againft v 
Ambroife de Boccanera and Roderigo de Rofas, 
who were too many for him ; fo that all thefe 
knights were taken by the Spaniards, not one 
efcaped being killed or made prifoner. Their 
men were alfo in great danger, but their lords, 
when taken, defired they would ceafe the flaughter, 
as they would pay a proper ranfom for theni, 
. Vol.. IV- M Whoever 
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WhocafTcr fiwy find himfetf in ifudi a ftutk^f 
arms ts die earl of Pembrokie er fir Guifcacd 
d'Aogfc iircrc in, before la Rodbelk, tiHlft^heer* 
iiiHf fiibmk ix) -whatever God or fortanc ffiu^ 
f)kafe 't» ondcr. But know, that in the dc^ «f 
this day, of jknights or fquires, the king of £j|g* 
(and in rooipdrifon was by far the greateftiuf&reri 
ibr, in confeqnencc of this defeat, he loft tfiet^ 
wards all Guienne, as you will hai^ related in this 
iiiftory. 

I was informed that the Englifli vefllel which hfA 
lon board the money for £r Guiicard d'Artgle to 
pay the ibldiers of Guienne was loft, imd <v«r)r 
ihing on board 'wkh it i (o that it was not of profit 
to any one. 

All this day, which was the vigil of St. John 
the Baptift, the enfuing night, and the morpow 
until noon, did the Spaniards remain at anchcr 
:before k Rochelle, Ihouting and rioting with joy. 

It happened fortunately that a knight ofPoitoil, 
^led fu- Jaoies de Surgcres, addreffed Ae perfon 
who had taken him with fo much eloquence thdt 
he agreed to give him his liberty for three -hundned 
francs* which he paid down. He dined in la 
Rochelle on St. John^s day j and by him it was 
known bow the affair had ended, who were flain 
•or made prifoners. Many citizens of the town 
(pretended to be much concerned at this ^vcnt, 
thotjgh in their hearts they rejoiced, for they .never 
were well inclined towards the Engliih. 

In the afternoon of St. John's day, tt lugh 
floodt the Spaniards weighed anchor, fee l:heir 

lailsi 
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fidiif insid departed Ivith a great noile of druma 
and trumpets. They had on their maft-heada 
ftandards tike to peonons, v/'uh the arnis of CaftiUe 
difplayed oo them, and of Aich a length that theiif 
c;ods frequcady touched the iea. It was a fine 
fight to fee them thus fail ofF, as they fleered £ix 
the coafl: of Galida. 

In this fame day, towards t&e eveniog, l^erc 
came into la RocheUe a large body o£ men at 
trsaa, Gafcons and Engli^^ who had not heard 
iHiat had pafled, bat £hey knew that the Spaniards 
were lying before the town, and had done fo for 
fome time : they came, therefore, to reinforce it. 
The leaders of the Gafcons were, the captal de 
Buch, fir Beras de la Lande, fir Peter de Lan- 
dura, the fouldich, fir Bertrand du Trane : of 
the Englifh, lord Thomas Percy, fir Richard de 
Pontchardon, fir William Farrington, the earl of 
Ai^gus, fii" Baldwin FreviUc*, fir Walter Hewct 
Md fir John Devereuxf* 

When th^fe Iprds and their troops^ which were 
iutt fix hwdred men, were arrived in la RocheUe, * 
the inhabitants made appearance of being very glad 
to fee them, for they dared not do otherwife. They 
Seanst from fir James de Surgcrcs the event of the 



• Sir Baldwin FreviMe — had fimnnons to parKamcnt the ift 
fi^waid III. See Dugdale. He was competitor for the office 
■of champion sx ihe cornnatinn of Eidxard II. but the earl- 
marttu^ idccidcd on the faperior claim of the Dymocks.— See 
JDiifgjale's Warwickihire, where the pedigree is. 

•j- Sir John Devereox. See Dugdale* From him are de« 
J^ei^jed die vifownuijereford, &c. 
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battle with the Spaniards, and the n^mcs of thofc 
killed and taken. The barons and knights were 
forcly afflifted at this news, and thought thcm- 
fclrcs more unfortunate than they had ever yet been 
for not arriving fooner. They regretted much 
the lofs of the earl of Pembroke and fir Guifcard 
d* Angle. I know not how many days they re- 
mained in la Rochelle, to confider what would be 
the beft manner for them to conduft themfelves, 
and whither they fliould march. We will leave 
them for a while, and fpeak of Evan of Wales, 
and of his exploits this feafon; 



CHAP. XXXVII. 

EVAN OF WALES * DEFEATS THE ENGLISH OFF 

THE ISLAND OF GUERNSEY. THE KING OF 

FRANCE SENDS HIM TO SPAIN TO SEEK FOR 
MEN AT ARMS, TO LAY SIEGE TO LA RO- 
CHELLE. 

I 

17 VAN of Wales was the fon of a prince of 
^^ Wales, whom king Edward, for fome feafon 
I am ignorant of, had put to death, and feized his 

territories 

• Among the members of the council of war whomdu Gaef- 
clin called, before he attacked St. Maure fur Loire, are Caren- 
louet capitaine de la Roche-pofay, Ivain de Galles, and another 
knight called the Pourfuivant d' Amours.— -Note 83d in th^ 

fimo 



territories and principality, which he had given to- 
his fon the prince of Wales. Evan went to France, 
to lay his complaints before king Charles of the 
injuries he had fufFcrcd from the king of England, 
by the death of his father and the feizure of his 
inheritance. 

The king of France had retained him in his 
fervice, and much advanced him, by giving him 
the command of a large body of men at arms. In 
this fummer, he fent him to fea with four thoufand 
fighting men, with whom he acquitted himfelf 
much to his honour, as you fliall now hear. 

When he took command of thefe men at arms, 
and veffels which the king of France had equipped 
and provided for him, he embarked in the port of 
Harfleur, and fet full fail for England, making 
the ifland of Guernfey, which lies oppofite to Nor- 
mandy. Edmund Rofs, fquire of honour to the 
king of England, was then governor of that 
ifland. 

On hearing of the arrival of the French under 
the command of Evan, he was much angered, and 
advanced out to meet him. He iflued his fum- 
mons throughout the ifland, which is not large, 
and coUefted, as well of his own men as of the 
iflanders, about eight hundred, with whom he 

fame vol. fays, ' This famous Pourfuivant d'Amours was alfo 
called le chevalier Bauwen.' Mod probably a Welihman of the 
name of Bowen : but how is this to be reconciled with the pre- 
ceding quoutions ? — See Memoires 4u Gaefclin^ vpl, iv. ofthe 
Hiftorical Collewlion of French Memoirs, p. 397. 
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gave battle. It was fharp and long; but dur 
Englifh, at laft, were defeated, leaving upwards 
of four hundred dead on the field. Edmund was 
forced to fly, otherwife he mull have been flain or 
taken. He efcaped with great difficulty 2txid fitved 
himfelf in a handfome caftle, called Comet, fitu- 
ated at the diftance of two leagues from the place 
where the batde had been fought, and which he 
h^ beforehand provided with every thing ncccf* 
fary for fucK a fortrefs. 

After this defeat, Evan,' having colleded his 
army, and hearing that Edmund had retreated 
into Cornet caftle, advanced thither, and invcfted 
it clofely, giving frequent aflaults ; but the caftle 
was ftrong and well provided with artillery, fa 
that the French could not gain it. 

It was during the time of this fiege the unfbr* 
tunate defeat and capture of the earl of Pembroke 
and fir Guifcard d'Angle happened before la Ro- 
chelle, which has been juft related. 

The king of France, when he heard of the fuc- 
ccfs of the Spaniards, was exceedingly rejoiced, 
and paid more attention than ever to the aflfairs of 
Poitou ; for he thought, perhaps lighdy enough^ 
that if the Englifh fhould have a few more fuch 
defeats, the cities and principal towns would wil- 
lingly furrender to him. He therefore determined, 
with the advice of his council, to fend the con- 
ftable and all his men at arms into Poitou, Sain* 
tonge and the Rochellois, in order to carry on the 
war more brifkly by fea and land, whilft the 

Englifh 



Englifti party fhould be without a leader, for 
the whole country was wavering in its alle- 
giance. 

He therefore fent meffengers to Evan of Wales, 
who* was lying before Garnet cdMty aa he was per- 
fe&fy scqu^inted with die llate o£ tt, and knew it 
mc be impregnable, onkring. him. infiandy ta break 
up the fiege, and put to fea in a veflel equipped 
for him, and to make fail for Spain to prevail on 
kit^ Henry to grant him. boats aod gnUeys^. witjh 
his adsnirals and men at aarms^ to bls^ck^db; k Ro- 
dieUe*. 

Evan, on. receivmg the mefleng^s with the 
king's orders, promptly obeyed them, aS' wo^ 
nght ; broke up the fiege,. and di&anded his me% 
knduig theia vei&ls to cariy them IKV Harfkur*. 
He- htmfelf inosEiediately embarked on board % 
large fkip^ aiid made fail for Spain. Thu& wasir 
tlte&ge of Comet caftle railed. 
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CHAP, XXXVIII. 

THE KINO OF ENGLAND IS MUCH CAST DOWN AT 
THE CAPTURE OF THE EARL OF PEMBROKE.*— * 
EVAN OF WALES MEETS TH^ EARL A PRISONER 
IN SPAIN, 

"VTOU muft know, that when the king of Eng- 
land heard of the defeat of the armament he 
had fent to Poitou, and that it had been overcome 
by the Spaniards^ he was greatly afflifted ; fo were 
all thofe who were attached to him j but for the 
moment he could not amend it. The wifeft in the 
kingdom imagined that this unfortunate bufinefs 
would Gaufe the lofs of the countries of Poitou 
and Saintongej and they ftated this as their 
opinion to thu king and duke of Lancafter. They 
held mviny councils upon it. The earl of Salisbury 
was ordered thither wich five hundred men at arms. 
However, notwithftanding this order, he never 
went ', for other affairs came into agitation refpedl- 
ing Brittany, which prevented it from taking 
place. The king repented of this afterwards, when 
it was too late. 

The Spaniards who had taken the earl of Pem- 
broke and his companions were detained fome 
little time atfea by contrary winds. They arrived 
at the port of St. Andero in Bifcay, and entered 
(he town about mid-day, when they conducted 
their prifoners to a ftrong caftle, and faftened them 

with 
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with iron chains according to their ufuaT ciiftomf 
for the Spaniards know not how to fhew courtcfy 
to their prifoners, but aft like the Germans. 

Evan * of Wales had the fame day arrived with 
his (hip at St. Andero, and had entered the hotel 
where don Fernando de Rofas and Cabeflb de 
Vaccadent had condufted the earl of Pembroke 
and his kniglits. This was told to Evan in Ws 
apartment, faying ; ^ Sir, come and fee the Englifli 
knights whom our people have made prifoners^ 
they will enter this hotel, for it is not long fincc 
they arrived.' Evan being very defirous of feebg 
them, to know who they were, went out. He 
met, on quitting his chamber, in the apartment of 
the landlord, the earl of Pembroke, whom he di- 
reftly recognized, though he had fcarcely ever 
fecn him before. He addrcfTed him in a reproach- 
ful manner : * Earl Pembroke, are you come into 
this country to do me homage for the lands you 
hold of me in the principality of Wales, of which 
I am the heir, and which your king has deprived 
me of, through the advice of evil counfellors ?' 

The earl of Pembroke was much difpleafed and 
afhamed, feeling himfelf a prifoner in a ftrange 
country, to be thus apoftrophifed in his own lan- 
guage by one whoni he did not know, and replied^ 
^ Who are you that you addrcfsme in fuch words ?* 

* By every thing I can find, this Evan was an impoftor.— 
Llewelyn, the laft prince of Wales, was treacheroufly flain, near 
Bttilth, in Edward I.'s reign. Probably the king of France 
knew this, but employed him in hopes of his afliilance againft 
JBnirland.-— See Barnes and others* 
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Eiraa anfwered>. ^ I am Eran^. fan ami fadr of 
prince Echramd of Wales, whom )raBrkii^ wick^ 
ediy and wrongfully put to dcathj and difinfaentoA 
mc afterwards* But I may perhaps be a&lcj 
tfecougfe the affiftance o£ my recy dsar kurd tte 
king of France, to sq>ply a. remedy toi dus, ami } 
wUl certainly tkeit do lb. I vnSn yon ta kocwv 
diat if I caamcet: you m a proper place mdtmm 
IMi offier you eombat> I will fbew you jtbe mwufp^ 
ym haire dooe me, as well aa the eari* of Heoc&d 
dsod Edward Spencer ; for bjr your htha mtk 
other eril counfeUors was my lord and fotfacr * bm 
trayed, which ought to anger me, aod I wiUb be 
tcvttiged of it whenever I may have an opportonityv* 

Sir Thomas St. Aubin, who was one o£ the 
carl's knights, ftepped forward and eagerly iaid^ 
^ Evan, if you mean, txx &y and maistaittr tiutt my 
lord has nowv or at any other dme, comniktBda 
di&onourabir z6ty or that my lord his &the£ hm 
AxDt fo, or that he owes you any homage cor angf 
idling ei&, throw dawn you glove, and you will 
find one ri^ady enough to take it up^' Evan, m^ 
plied; ^ You are a priibner : I fhall gain no: lo«* 
aoiflr in calliiig you out, for you are not your onOB 
fiiafter, but belong tx> thofe who have taken. jraas 
but when you have gained your Kberty,^ Iflatt 
l^eak out more bok%, for things, fliail^ no6 smnabt 
as they now are/ 

As he finifted thefe wofds> fome knights^ and 
Sjpanifh men of valour got between themi and 
Separated them. The four admirals did notj^ after 
this, make any long itayji b«t Icdtkk pnCweci 

to 
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m Bm-goSy to deliver them up to lAie king of 
Spain, who at that time refided dacre. 

When the king heard of their conung^ and that- 
die7 were near to Burgos, he lent his eldeft Ibn^ 
John, who was called the In&nta of Caftille, at- 
tended by a Targe company of knights and fqinresy 
to meet arid to do diem hcmour ; for king Mtarf 
knew well that it became him fo to a6k ; qnd he 
himfelf paid them much attention^ as foon as tbejr 
were come into his prefence. Shortly after^ t&e 
kmg ifToed out his orders, when they were fent t» 
diflfcrenc places in the kingdom of CsAiUe* 



CHAP. XXXIX. 

THE CONSTABLE DU GUESCLIN TAKES TITE 
CASTLE OF MONMORILLON *j AND OTHER 
I^LACES IN POITOU. 

■fX/E will return to the affairs of Poitou, which 
^ ' at that time were not trifling matters, and 
fay how thofe knights from England and Gafeoi^ 
aded who had come into la RocheMe at the feaft 
at St. John the Baptift, as has been before related. 
They were exceedingly vexed they had not ar- 
nired there the preceding day, and been hi time 

■I* i . . . ' ■ !■■ ■ 

^ Moiiiuordlon>*Ma town in Poxtom ckfcu Icsgues froot 

■ fv 
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for the Spaniards. They held long councils Kow: 
they (hould adt, and which way they fliould advance,- 
for they already had their fufpicions of the loyalty of 
the Rochellers. They appointed fir John Devcrcux' 
fencfchal of la Rochelle, with three hundred men 
at arms for the defence of the caftle, for as long 
as they (hould be mafters of that, the town dared 
not to rebel. This bufinefs done, the captal dc 
Buch, who commanded the expedition, lord 
Thomas Percy, the earl of Angus, fir Richard- 
de Pontchardon, the fouldich, fir Beras de hi 
Lande, and the others, with their men> marched 
from la Rochelle. About four hundred lances 
took the road for Soubife * ; for there were fomc 
Bretons, near that place, who having taken pof- 
feflion of feveral churches and fmall forts, had 
fortified them : but a$ foon as thefe lords ap- 
proached they fled, and the country was freed of 
fuch vifitors. 

At this time, the conftable of Fr^ce, the 
dukes of Berry and Bourbon, the count d'Alenjqn, 
the dauphin d'Auvergne, the lord Louis de San- 
cerre, the lords de Cliflbn and de Laval, th^ 
vifcount de Rohan, the lor4 de Beaumanoir, and 
numbers of the barons of France, had taken the 
field, and were with the army in the coyntries of 
Anjou, Auvergne and Berry : in all, upwards of 
three thoufand fpe^rs, 

Thofe lords who were under the immediate 
command of the conftable advanced into Poitou, 

* Soubife,— a town in Saintonge, fix leagues from la "^9^ 
chelk. 

what 
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where they kept in a body, and then proceeded 
to lay fiege to a caille called Monmorillon. On 
their arrival, they aflaulted it brifkly, and gained 
it, putting all within to the fword. They rein- 
forced it with another garrifon. 

They then marched to Chauvigny*, on the 
river Creufe, and befiegcd it. They remained 
there two days, but on the third it furrendered, 
and the garrifon were ipared. They continued 
their march towards Luflactj where there is a 
town and caftle, which furrendered immediately 
without waiting the aflault. They advanced to- 
wards the city of Poitiers, and lay one night in 
the vineyards, which very much alarmed the city, 
as they were fearful of being befieged j but for 
ithis time they were free, for they marched off the 
following day, advancing towards Moncontour* 
John CrefswcU and David Hollegrave commanded 
in the place, and had* under them about fixty 
good companions, bold and hardy, who had very 
much haraffcd the furrounding countries of An- 
jou and Touraine, as well as ill the French gar- 
rifons, fo that the conftable declared he would 
-not undertake any thing before he had gained 
this town. 

• Chauvigny, — fix leagues from Poiiers. 
f Luflac,— n^r Monpnorillon. 
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CHAP, XL. 

THS CONSTABtE JOF ^&ANCX TAXtS UOKZ6V' 
TOtCR BY A CAPIflTLATIOK^-^Wl MAUCWIS 
YJLOU TH£N.C£ TO FOUM A JUN-CrfON WITH 
THS OVKE OF QSRItT IK THI LIMOt^SliT, 
WJlEtr THEY LAY SL^Ct TO ST. SXVERE* 

^TpHE conftabfc of France, the didte >of Bour- 
"* ban, the count d'Alenpoa, the lord <te 
Clillbii, the vifcouQtxle Rohan, the lords dt lami, 
de Beaumanoir and de Sully, with the otfaersj ad^ 
Tanoed vntil they came befbce Monoontoor, « 
ktnd£s>mt cafble, Bx leagues from Poitiers* Oa 
their arrival, they bc^n the Aege, and made dif- 
fercntaflaults in good onder; but, as die jditchtf 
urene very deep roimd the waHs, they could not 
eafily approach. They ordered die peaiams io 
-cut dmber and %gots, which diey caufed tt) 
be drawn and thiown into them, and aftterwas^^ 
cowred with ftrsw and earth. FcMir days 
taken ivp in doii^ this. When they (had 
pleted it, they began their attacks in earmft, 4Md 
in a fegrfar way. Thofe wkWn d e fe n ded thefls- 
felves well, for tJey were maifeers ^ tJveir pro- 
feflion ; and they fuftained the aflault tme -whole 
day, when they had hard fighting, and were in 
great danger of being taken. On the fixth, the 
conftable advancecj himfelf with his Bretons in 
regular order, to nake a fiercer ajSauIt than any 

of 



of tdie former ones. Being covered witk hrgjt 
ftieldsj and armed with pkk-axes and naatcocki» 
they came up clofe to the walls, which they im* 
mectiately battered, pulling out ftones in raoious 
places, infomuch that the gairiibn began to be 
alarmed: they, however, defended themfdvies as 
moH as ever garri fan did. 

John CrcfswcUcandDafffiid HoUegrawte, the go* 
^vemors, . faw the pepj^ tiucf vere an» and ^iKfled 
that fir Bertrand, from this manner of proceedtngt 
^vttuld not quit the place before he had conqiteredi^ 
£6 ihat, fhould they be taken by aflault, they woidd 
tocDtainly be put to deaths and, not feeing nor hear- 
ing nf any ibccour coming to them, they opened 
ai]reatyi!oiiir«ender (he place, on dxeitriivtes being 



The ronftablct who did not wHh m harrais 
own people, nor to pufh too far the garrtfon, whom 
ht kacn to be refokite jmen at arms, accepted the 
-«mns» a&d agreed they ihould le^ee the caIUe» 
sakiqg iiofthing with them but gold or iihrer^ and 
^lat tiKy Ihouki be efcorted to Poitters. 

In ^his manner did the con&abk get die caftk 
(of Manconto(ur, cf which he took poi&ffion, and 
diadit wdl ffpaired. He remained in it to refrelh 
MmleHf and men, for he was not determined whi- 
43ber he fliould march iiext;, to Poitiers oc elfe- 
vfacic* 

When die news was known in the city of Boi- 
..ttczsy (that the canfl^able and his Bretxans had re- 
taken tbe rafl^ of MoncontDor, they were more 
4daraird than bdwe, andimmecfiaiidy fiait off'mcf- 
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iengi^r^ td lord Thomas Fctcfs their {&n66hAi 
who was on the expedition with the captal de 
Buch« 

At the fame time that lord Thomas Percy rc^ 
ceived this information, fir John Devereuxj who 
refided in the caftle of la Rochclle, was told that 
the conilable of France, having encamped before 
Poitiers^ had reconnoitred the place, and diat the 
inhabitants were the morei^afraid he would be^* 
fiege it becaufe their fcnefchal was abfent* Sir 
John did not hear this intelligence with indifie-^ 
rence, but fet about to aid and comfort the Poite-^ 
vins : he marched from la Rochelle, with only fifty 
lances, having appointed, on his departure, one of 
his fquires, named Philip Manfel, governor of the 
caflile until his return. He took the road to Poi- 
tiers, which he entered ; and the citizens teftificd 
their obligations to him for it. 

The principal citizens who brought the news from 
Poitiers to lord Thomas Percy, fervingin thccap- 
tal's army, begged of him to haflien thither; and 
as they expefted an immediate fiege, to bring with 
him as ftrong a force as he could, for the French 
army was very confiderable. On hearing this, lord 
Thomas explained the bufinefs to the captal, to 
know what he would fay to it. The captal, hav- 
ing confidered it, was unwilling to break iip his 
expedition, but gave lord Thomas Percy leave to 
go there: he fet off, and on his arrival in PcMticrs 
was received with great joy by the inhabitants, 
who were very defirous of having him among 
them. He found fir John Devereux there> and 

great 



177 

{(^i^^feaftings and rejoicings were made en the 
occalion. 

All this was kno^n ta the conftable, who had 
conti^ed in Moncontour> and alio that Poitiers' 
had beeii reinforced with a body of men at arms. 
At the fame time he heard from the duke of Berry, 
Who commanded a lArgc army in Auvergne, Berryy 
and Burgundy upon the borders of Limoufii^ that 
fte was dcfirotis of laying fiege to St. Severe *i 
which town belonged to fir John Devereux, • but 
Was garrifoncd, under his orders> by fir Wilfiam 
Pfercy, Richaird Gill and Richard Orme, and a 
large body of men at arms, who had overrun the 
cotmtries of Auvergne and Limoufm, doing much 
mifchief to both of them. The duke of Berry, 
on this account, wiflied to march thither, and 
ttierefof e entreated the coriftaWe, if he had not any 
other views, that he Would join him before St. 
Severe. 

The confl?able, who was very wife, prudent and 
iftventrve in all his undertakings, conftdcred that at 
that moment he couM noc expe<S fuccefs before 
Poitiers, even if he were to march hifr. men thi- 
ther; for the city had been greatly reinforced with 
men at arm« : he therefore declared he would join 
the duke of Berrv. He fet out from Moncontouf 
with his whole army after he had appdnted a gaar- 
rffon to defend it, and joined the duke, who thanked 
him much for comfeigy as well as all his knights and 
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• St. Severe, — a town in Saintonge, near Saintes. 
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fquires. When this jun6tidn was formedj thatt^ 
was plenty of men at arms. » 

The duke of Berry, in company with the con- 
liable, reconnoitred St« Severe: their force was 
about four thoufand men at arms » they diredly. 
laid fiege to the place, declaring they would not 
depart until they had poffeffion of it. They began 
the fiege with great vigour, and fir William Percy 
and his companions defended themfelves equally 
well. 

News was brought to fir John Devereux in the 
city of Poitiers, how the duke of Berry, the dau- 
phin d' Auvergne, the conftable of France, the lord 
de CliiToni the vifcount de Rohan, with four thou- 
fand men at arms, were . befieging his caftlc of St. 
Severe. 

* 

He was very penfive on hearing this, and fpoke 
to lord Thomas Percy, who was prefent when the 
intelligence came ; ' Lord Thomas, you are fcncf- 
chal of this country, and have fuificienc influence 
and power to do what I am about to requeft of 
you ; which is, that you would advife and affift me 
in fuccouring my people, for unlefs they arc rein- 
forced they muft be taken by aflTault/ 

* By my faith,' replied lord Thomas, * I have 
every inclination and good wifh to affift you j and, 
through love to you, I will fet out, and Ipeak to 
my lord the captal de Buch, who is not fer dilbmt. 
I will do all in my power to induce him to accom-^ 
pany us, to raife the fiege, arid to offer battle to 
the French/ 

Thejr 
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They imracdia*cly Jfct out from Poitiers, leaving 
the city under the guard of the mayor of the placq, 
whofc; name was John Regnault, a good ^d loyal 
man, Thcfe knights rode until they met the cap- 
tal de Buch, in the plain, advancing towards St. 
Jean d'Angely. They remonftrated with him in 
a courteous manner, how the French had taken 
Monmorillon, near Poitiers, as well as the ftrong 
caftlc of Moncontour; and that they were now em- 
ployed at the ficge of St. Severe, which belonged 
to fir John Devereux, to whom certainly fome 
good fervices were due. Befidts, there were Ihut 
up in the caftle, fir William Percy, Richard Gill 
and Richard Ormc, who were too valiant men to 
be loft. 

The captal de BucK, having confidered a mo- 
ment, replied, ^ Gentlemen, what 'is it you wifh 
me to do?' Some knights who were near had been 
called to this couritil, and they replied -, ? It is now 
a long time fince we have heard you exprcfs a 
ftrong define for an opportunity of fighting with 
the French, you can never find a more favourable 
one than by haftening to St. Severe j and, if you 
will iflue your fummons to Anjou and Poitou, we 
ftiall have a fufficient number to combat the French 
with the good will we have to meet with them.' 
* By my faith,' anfwered the captal, * I wilh no- 
thing better; and we will foon meafure our 
ftrength with theirs, if it pleafe God and my 
lord St. George.* 

The captal immediately ifllied his fummons 
to all barons, knights and fquires of Poitou and • 
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Saintdnge attached to the Englift^ entititing and 
enjoining them ftriftly to meet him> at a cer* 
tain fixed place, armed and prepared in the bcft 
Ihanner they could. 

Every knight and fquirc who received theft 
letters made all poffible difpatch to make himftlf 
ready, and took the field to meet the captal as 
fj[5eedily as he could. Among the principal were, 
the lord de Partcnay, fir Louis de Harcourt, fir 
Hugh de Vinotici fir Thomas his brother, fir Perci- 
val de CotilOnge, fir Aimery de la Rochechouart, fir 
James deSurgcres, firGeoSryd'Argenton, the lords 
de Puiflances, de Rouflillon, de Crupcnac, fir Jdhft 
d* Angle, fir William de Montendre, and many other 
barons and knights ; fo that they mufliered fiill nine 
liundred lances and five hundred archers. 
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CHAP XLI. 

THE GARRISON OF ST. SEVERE, AFTER A SHARP 
ASSAULT, SURRENDERS TO SIR BERTRAND DU 

GU^SCLIN. THE CITY OF POITIERS TURNS TO 

THE FRENCH PARTY. 

« 

TNTELLIGENCE was brought to fir Bertrand 
•*• du Guefclin and the army before St. Severe, 
that the Englifli, Poitevins ' and their- allies were 
faft approaching with a great force, in order to 
oblige them to raife the fiege. 

When the conftable heard of this, he was no 
way alarmed, but ordered every one to arni and 

to 
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to march dlreftly to the aflault. No one diibbeycd 
^is comniand^ but French and Bretons advanced 
to the fort armed and well covered by their fhields^ 
wjien they began a vigorous attack, each lord ynder 
his awn banner and furrounded by his people. It 
was a handfome fight to look at, for at ^\s sUTault 
there were forty-nine banners, and numbers of 
pennons. The conftal^, and the m^(hal loixl 
Louis de Sancerxe were there at their proper poits, 
labouring hard to cRcourage the men t;o conduft 
their attack with greater valour. Knights and 
f^uires of all nations were eager to gain honpq r and 
advancement, and performed many gfdlant explojits^ 
Several crofled the ditches, which were full of wa- 
ter, with their fhiclds on their heads, and marphed 
up to the walls. In doing this, thpy ncv^r je- 
treatcd, notwithftanding the things which were 
thrown down on them, but advanced the nearer to 
the fort. The dukes of Berry and Bourbon, the 
count d' Alcnjon and the dauphin d'Auvcrgixe, with 
fevcral other great lords, were on the ditch enpou- 
raging their men, who, on account of fuch fpec^ 
tators, advanced boldly, fearlefs of d^a^ and 
danger. 

Sir William Percy and the two fquires pf ho- 
nour, who were governors of the caft]e, pprceiv- 
iog how brifkly the attacks were made, and that 
they never 'cooled nor ceafed, were fenfible, that, 
if it thus continued, they cou^d not long refift, and, 
according to their imagination, no %\d wa^ cpn^in^ 
to them from any part j for, if they had fuipefted 
that a xeii^m-cement was witli^n ten leagye^, .they 
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would have taken courage, and have held out 
until they fliould have been relieved: but, being 
ignorant of this, they opened a treaty with the 
conftable, to avoid further lofs. Sir Bertrand, 
who had had Certain intelligence that before even- 
ing he fhould fee or hear of the Englilh, eagerly 
concluded the negociation, granting them their 
lives : on which he made great rejoicings. 

He then ordered the army to march into the 
plain, and draw up in order of battle, faying to 
the chief commanders ; ^ Gentlemen, look to your- 
fclves, for the enemy is advancing, and I hope 
that we may have a battle before night.* Each 
made ready, upon hearing this, as well for the 
attack as to defend himfelf 

The Englilh, however, were in no hurry to 
march further, when they learnt for certain that 
St. Severe was tjfken. We will, therefore, fpeak 
of what was paffing in Poitiers. 

At this time there were great diflentions in Poi- 
tiers, for three parts of the town wiflied to turn 
to the French ; but John Regnault, the mayor, and 
apart of the commonalty, > wanted to remain with 
the Englifli. Notwithftanding this, the richeft 
citizens and the churchmen, of whom there were 
there plenty, would, whatever might be the confe- 
quences, have the conftable fent for : indeed they 
fccretly advifed him to make haftc and take pof- 
fcflion of the city, for on his approach they would 
open to him Ae gates. 

The conftable was much rejoiced, and told it to 
the dukes jof Bet^ry and of Bourbon,' who deter- 
mined 
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mined that he fHould le^ the army with three 
hundred men at arms, mounted on the fleeted 
courfers they had. They rode that day and the 
following night, with fcarcely any repofc, upwards 
of thirty leagues by another road than that the 
Englifh had taken, and by day-break arrived at 
Poitiers. They found the gates ready opened, 
and their party prepared to receive them. Had 
they but delayed one half hour, they would have? 
loft the opportunity j for John Regnault and his 
friends, having learnt the intention of the others, 
had fent off in great hafte to fir John Devereux 
and lord Thomas Percy, who, with a hundred 
fpears and as many archers^ were within one fliort 
league of the city. 

The barons and knights of Poitou were thun- 
dcrftruck at the capture of Poitiers, as well as 
thofe from Gafcony and England, who were col-^ 
lefted in Poitou, to the amount of eight hundred 
lances and four hundred archers. 

They called a council to confider in what manner 
they fhould aft, for they faw themfelves in great 
difficulties, and were doubtful in whoiti they could 
put confidence. The barons and knights of Poitou 
therefore, the better to re-alTure the Englifti, thus 
addreffed them : ' Certainly, gendemen, it ii 
exceedingly difagreeable for us to fee the affairs of 
this country in fiich a ftate that we cannot bring 
any remedy to them ; but depend upon it, that 
as long as we exift, and there (hall remain any 
houfe or fort in Poitou to receive us, we will 
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always remam fleadily znd loyally attached to quc 
natural lord the king ofjBngland and to ryou/ 

The Englilh knights replied, ^ We place our en- 
tire confidence in you, and you will find in us com-^ 
panions and friends. to death.* There were verjf 
long debates, when it was at laft {efolved, that 
the Poitevins fhould march off one way, and the 
Englifh to a different quarter^ They parked from 
each other in the moft amicable manner ; that is ta 
lay, the lord de Partenay, the lords de ThouarJk 
and de RouffiUon, fir Aimery de la Rochechouart, 
fir John d' Angle, fir Louis de Harcourt, fir Per- 
cival de Coulogne governor of Thouars, Hugh de 
Brionne^ Reginald de Thouars, William de Cru- 
penac, James de Surgercs, and other knrghts and 
fquires of Poitou, who took the road to Thouars. 
The Englifti, fuch as fir John Devereux, lord 
Thomas Percy, fir Richard de Pontchardon, thq 
carl of Angus, fir Geoffry d'Argentona^ fir Matthew 
Foulkes, fir Thomas Gournay, fir Walter Hewett, 
fir John CrefweU and others, took the road to 
Niort, which they intended ^to enter without halt- 
ing ; but, when .they arrived there, they found 
•the gates fhut and the draw-bridge raifed, and 
were ;old by the inhabitants they fliould not have 
admittance. 

The EngUfti lords immediately called a counc^j^ 
and declared fuch an infult was not to be fuffered : 
they drew up in good array, and attacked the town 
with great courage, which was defended by the 
inhabitants : but there was not any gendeman or 
knight within it to order or lead them, only me- 
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chanics^ who knew not what it vas to make war % » 
fo they were conquered by the Englifh. Coiil^; 
they have held out until vefpers, they would baye' 
been aflifted, for the conftable had ordered TWh 
baut du Pons> with two hundred combat;ants^ (o 
reinforce the garrifbn. They did not, however^ 
arrive in time, for the town was taken by aflaulta 
and pillaged, while men and won^n were pro- 
mifcuoudy put to the fword. 

TheEnglifli took up their quartern in Niprtj, 
waiting for intelligence. 
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CHAP. KIM. 

THE FRENCH MAKE THE CAPTAL D? BUCH 

PRISONER. LA ROCHELLE TURNS TO THJL 

FRENCH. 

TXURING the time the Englifh were in Niort;, 
^^ from whence, in truth, they were afraid of 
departing, Evan of Wales, in company with the 
Spanifli admiral don Roderigo di Rofas, arrived 
at U, Rochelle with fourteen large fbips and eight 
galleys, laden with men at arms and provifion. 
They anchored before the town^ fo that nothing 
could enter or come out without danger gf being 
taken. Upon which the Rochellers, who were 
wavering, had a fecret intenricw with Evan and 
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t^c Spanifh admiral 5 and it was agrefed mutually 
liot to hurt each other. 

The Spaniards and French remained at anchdr 
before la Rochelle ^ but they had fpics in the 
countries of Poitou and Saintonge, to inform diem 
what was going forwards. The governor of la 
Rochelle was at that time Philip Manfel. 

The conftable of France ftill continued in Poi- 
tiers, but he fent the lord du !Pons and Thibaut 
du Pons, with three hundred Ipears, including 
every one, to the caftleof Soubife. 

Soubife is a very ftrong caftle fituated on the 
fea-Ihore, direftly at the mouth of the river Char 
fence, where it diftn^bogues itftlf into the fca, 
The lady of Soubife was in the caftle, but ha4 
pot many men at arms to garrifpn it : fhe therefore 
direftly fent off a fquirc to John de Grailly, captal 
deBuch, conftable of Aq^itaine, to a(k for fuc- 
cpur, who was at the time in St.' Jean d'Angely. 
He fent orders for fir Henry Haye, fencfchal of 
Angouleme, fir William de Marneil, nephew to 
the }ord Raymond de Marneil, lord X^^^mas 
Percy and fir John Crefswell, tp come immqdiT 
ately to St. Jean d'Angely. 

Evan of Wales was informed of all the particu-. 
lars of this fiege, as well as the affembly of St. Jean 
d*Angely. He therefore picked out four hundred 
lances of thofe moft to be depended upon from- hi^i 
whole army, and, embarking them on board 
thirteen barges, fet fail with fir James de Montinoy 
apd Morellet his brother. He left the Spanifh 
admiral, with the remainder of the armament 
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before la Rdchelle, and arrived tmdifcovercd oi\ 
the Qppofite fhore to the cattle of Soubifc where 
the lord de Pons was, who knew nothing of thi^ 
embarkation. 

The captal was alfo ignorant of it, a3 he was 
collefting his forces in St. Jean d'Angely j for, ha^ 
he fufpefted any thing of the fort, he would have 
had a larger body of men : but he fent back ^ 
confiderable number, having alfo left inany in St, 
Jean d'Angely. 

He marched with only two hundred lances a^ 
the utmoft, and about night arrived near to the 
French army and to the cattle- of Soubife. ' They 
difinounted on the outfide of a fmalj coppice, to 
tighten their gloves of mail and regirth their 
Jiorfes. Having remounted, they difplayed their 
banners, dafliing among the French with their 
fliQuts of war. Many were flain and wounded af 
this onfet, for the French were not on their guardl. 
The lord du Pons and Thibaut du Pons, with fixtjr 
of their principal men, were made prifoners, and' 
the rett put to flight. 

At this moment, Evan of Wales with his forces 
advanced, having hattily drofled the Charente, 
with torches and other lights, for it was exceed- 
ingly dark, Thefe four hundred lances, who were 
determined men and quite frefh, fell upon- the 
£nglifli and Gafcons, who thought they had ac- 
oomplilhed their bufinefs. Many were fcaftered 
about pillaging, and the knights were attending 
to their prifoners. They were treated by thefe 
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new. comers very upughly, and in a fbortximc com- 
pletely defeated. 

An able fquirc of Vcrm^dpis, c^cd P<tcr 
^Danvilliers *, advanced and came fp aeajr itjhs 
captal de Buch that he made him his prifoner 
by ? gajlant deed of arms. The ,€?pt;?l was, an 
this period, the knight of Gafeony attached tQ 
England whom the king of Friinc.e *od j;hc Frcnebr 
men wilhed moft to g^n^ f^r h? W,v a rhacdy and 
enterprHing captain. 

Lord Thomas Percy was alfp th^ J^y m^e 
prifoner by a Wcllh piiieft, .c.alled D^vid Howjelf* 
Sir Maubrun de Linieres^ jTir Henry H^ye, m^ 
feveral other knights and fquircs :vyere ^QO likr- 
wife. Sir Walter tjewett, firPetiton de Coutton, 
fir William Farringtoin and C^rmille J cfq^ped 
with great difficulty : they m^dc for the town of 
Soubife, but would hav^ failed of help if ^t lady 
had not been on the walls, wfeo h*^ the gate in- 
ftantjy opened. They entered the place wid^ 
Several others. 

On the next morning, Evan of Wales .ofdeced 
all his barges and boats to be dra>yn up before 
Soubife, pn which he jpiade a brifk attack. The 
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* Danvilliers. Proiilai;t c^^s hioi Pierre Danid^; hfi I 
copy from Villar^t's hift. de France, torn. y. who fays fixafi 
Charles V. gave the fquire twelve hundred livr^s for ihe^r^nfb^ 
of the captaU and cites le Treibr de Chartres-for riie receipt. 

^ <I>9.yid Hp^^. VilJdr^t calls hioi Pavid Honnel. I /iippafe 
it ihould k^ David Howel. In thofe days, it was cpn^inQn lor 
priefts to epg^ge in war« nothwithHanding their .piieftluyxi. 

X Carifiille. Q. 
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htd- du Pons and fif Thitfatit da l^oWs, Hthd had 

bttn rcfcu^d, aflSLiilted it Oh the Oppoftte fi^f* 
The gafrifoh and town defended diemftlvei va- 
liantly J but the lady called a Cotintit Of Ae knightt 
ffidb'aforis, a^ the place waS not ftrortg, aWfd eoidd 
not hold out for any time ; for flic did not, !n die 
pfefcht ftare of atfaifs, ejcpeft any fuctutif i :and 
fttit dieiti to riegociate ^ith the French. 
. A treaty ^as ffiade on fddk ttrths dfaC the 
knights who wefc in the to\^n might fetife fn Mffy 
to Niort, Sjuntes, Lufigfian Of WhitherfoeWr th^ 
pleafed ; but the lady of Soubifc was to place her- 
fcif urtder the obedience of the king of FYarice. 

The £ngli(h departed from Soubife, and were 
fafely efcorted wherever they chofe to go*. Hit 
French took, poffdtion of the town and feceitred 
the fealty of the lady, who (wore allegiance to the 
king of France for hcrfelf and for* hef dependen- 
cies. 

Evan of Wales, fir James de Montmoy, and the'ft* 
'men, returned to their boalts, carrying with thefti 
the captal de Buch, and their other prifonef^, to 
the large fleet, which wais lying before la Rochetle. 

The lord du Pons and the Bretons haftened their 
fhafch toward St. Jean d'Angely, to join the oAer 
ifteii at arms whom the conftable had fent thither. 
There were the vifcount de Rohan, the lords dfe 
Cliffon, de TOuriieniirie, de Beaumanoir and de 
ti^ochfort, fir William des Bourdes, fir Oliver de 
IS^aiihy, fif Reginald de Limoufin, fir Geoifry 
llicpn. It von de Laconnet^ Alain de St. Pol, Car- 
(ueHe and fcVeral more, who came before the 

town 
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town of St. Jean d'Angely^ and made a greai 
ihow as if they meant to aflault it. The inhabi* 
tants> feeing the country was loft^ and their cap^ 
tain taken, at the fame time not expedting- fuc- 
cour from any part, furrendered themfelves to the 
French. 

The Bretons tken marcJied towards Angouiame, 
which turned to the French, as did Taillebouig. 
They next advanced to Saintes, where they rc- 
inained two days and two nights ; for the gov€i> 
nor, fir William Farrington, faid he would not 
furrender fo eafily, and made preparations for its 
defence j but the bifliop of the town, who was it 
Frenchman^ worked upon the citizens fo far as 
to induce them to feize the governor, and declait 
they would put him to death if he would not pcr^ 
mit them to furrender. 

Sir William confcnted, provided when they 
treated for themfelvcs they did fo for him, and 
that he fhould be permitted to march out free. 
This treaty was accepted, and the French took 
poffeflion of Saintes and its caftle. Sir William 
Farrington marched ' out, and was efcorted to 
iBourdeaux. 

Evan of Wales ftill lay before la Rochelle in 
company with the Spanifli admiral, don Ii.oderigo 
de Rofas, with forty large fhips, thirteen barges and 
eight galleys. There were many negotiations be- 
tween them and the citizens ; but thefe laft could 
not do any thing fo long as the caille was in the 
hands of the Englifh. They waited therefore, 
diffembling their intentions, until the Englifh 
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ihoul4 have drawn off the greater part of thi« 
garrifoHt a$ they were doing by little and little^ 
and until fir John Devereux had left it under thcr 
command of Phillip Manfel^ who had but a hua^. 
drcd companions one with the other. 
. At this time, a citizen called John Candorier*, 
mayor of the town, aflembled a meeting of thofe 
rfiat were more inclined to the French than to thie 
Englifh, and addreffed them: * Gende firs, we 
fee our neighbours " taking part with the French 
on all fides of us, and we fhall foon be fo in- 
clofed that we ihall not know which way to turn, 
ourfelves, nor even to go out of our town. It 
would therefore be expedient, as the moment 
fecms favourable, to confidcr in what manner we 
may be able to gain poffeflion of the caftle, which 
has fo much annoyed and vexed us, for the gar- 
rifon is now much weakened. Phillip Manfel is 
not very crafty. I will therefore tell him I have 
received orders from the king of England, which 
command me to arm and mufter all the inhabi- 
tants of the town in a place which I will name, but 
that I muft know the number of the garrifon as 
well as the townfmen, fo chat I may be enabled 
to fend him an exaft account. I will defire him 
to march out of the caftle and make his mufter be- 
fore me, which' I am perfuaded he will do. Wc 
will then have provided an ambufcade among the 
old ruins, on the outfide of the caftle, of two 
hundred companions, who, when the garrifon have 
? •-'**•' ■ II I . ■ . I ■ , I , ,1 ■ II ■ 1 1 ■ 

* Candorien He was called Chaudron before. 
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marched out, fhaW poft thcnifclv« bctwwn them 
afiid the draw-bridge, which will havie been- kc 
down. We will alfo have a fufiicient force elfc- 
whcrc, who muft advance in their frortt and make 
them prifoncrs ; by which we (hall take both 
caftfe a*nd garrifon, if you, gentlertrcn, apprt>ve 
of my plan.' 

They all replied in the affirmative, and adopted 
it, appointing the mayor captain of the e'httr- 
prrze. 

The mayor, Ihortly aftei-ward, fcnt to invite the 
governor to a grand entertainment, where hfc met 
moft' of the principal inhabitants that were in the 
plot. The converfation ran chiefly on the king 
of England and his affairs : during w^ich a large 
packet was brought to the mayor, fealed with the 
great feal of England, the better to impofe on PhilKp 
Manfel, who could not read, but knew well the feal. 
The mayor read aloud this letter, putting fach 
words in it as fuitcd his purpofe, but which were 
not written. He then addrefled hrs gueft: * Go- 
vernor, you fee and hear what the kinfg our lord's 
commands are to you and me. You niuft rnlakc 
your muftcr to-morrow, as we will do ours/ The 
governor, who but too well believed all he had 
heard, faid he would willingly obey, and with 
this he took his leave. 

Dtiring the courfc of the night, the mayor 
chofe two hundred men, whom he well armed, 
and before day placed them in ambufh among the 
6ld walls on the outfide of the caftle. After nine 
o'clock, the mayor ordered the bells to ring and 
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lilt i^tiOifiqw to aon tteemfclvcs, jSixA after,: 
jPJiiUip Mi^nfel armed, latis gvrifon> of fixfjr.^UQ 
VKO, aqd fie to defend the pl^^, Tb^X mtrdml 
ovc of the caiUe ; but whc^ they had pa&d cIm 
4faw*b^idge» th^ men who formed the ambufcado 
6Uied forfhi and pofted themfelvea bctwieeir the 
^ngUil) and the gate. , 

' The garrifoa now faw they were betrayeciy and 
marched towards the ambufcade in hopes of re-^ 
gaining the entrance of the caiUe$ hut at this 
^loment the mayor advanced^ with upwards of 
two thoufand of the inhabitants^ fo that the Eng-: 
liibi being attacked in front and rear> were all 
{aade prifoners : they furrendered, on having their 
Ibres fayed* The caiUe was not yet taken ; for 
(he £ngU(h had lefc twelve of their men within> 
wlio had ftrongly clofed the gate. 

The mayor then came up to the governor and 
his men> and faid s ^ Gentlemen^ attend to what I 
fyy : if you do not immediately give orders fo^ 
the caftle to furrender, you may be affured we 
will have you all beheaded at the foot of this 
bridge/ The Englilh replied, they would wil- 
lingly do all in their power, and held feveral par^ 
leys with thoie of the caftle. It was agreed on 
#11 iidesj that thofe who had been made prifonerf 
and the remainder in the caftle fhould be em- 
jbsrked on board a fhip, and condufted by the 
mayor and burgeffes to Bourdeaux. 

Tbu$ did the Rochellers win their caftle> When 
che dukes of Berry, Burgundy, Bourbon, the jnar- 
ihal de Sancerre, the vifcount de Rohan^ the 
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loKt de Sti!ly> du Pons, de CKflbft^ dc Beatf- 
manoir, and the other barcms and knights of France 
ipcrc informed of it, they quitted Berry, AnjoU 
and Limoufin, where they had made Aeir quar- 
ters, and took the direSt road for Poitiers, wtiere 
the conftable refidcd. In their march, thefe lofdf 
took a town in Poitou called St* Maixant*, which 
furrendered as foon as they came before it. The 
caftle was uken by aflault, and aU m k put to die 
fword. They afterward took the caftle of MerlCf 
the caftle of Aunay, and fcveral oAer forts in their 
road. 

When they were arrived at Poitiers, they fent meA 
fengers to treat witht he Rochellcrs, but they wotild 
not open their gates to them. They told the mcf* 
fengers, that the inhabitants would not furrender 
themfelvcs in fo eafy a manner ; but that if the 
duke of Berry and the before-mentioned lords 
were willing to agree, within fix days to fend them 
pafsports to come to Poitiers, they would then 
declare to them their intentions, . and fully eyspbia 
what they meant to do. 

The meffengers returned, and told what the in- 
habitants had faid. 

Paflports were granted, and fome of the bor- 
gefles came to Poitiers, when they declared t» 
the lords that it was their intention to place then^ 
iclves under the obedience of the king of Fraiure ; 
but that they would not allow of any caftle, and 

• 6t. Maixant,— in the road between Saintcs and P6itier5» 
15 leagues from die latter. 

the 



Aar it flicrulif bie dedarcdj undc? the kmg*s iHf; 
thatiio odiiCT Ihbuld-bc ercftcdr that the toferh of 
la Rochdle, and country dependant on it, Ihould 
remain for ever as the particular domain^ and 
\mder the jurifdi<5tion, of the kings of France, 
and that it (hould never be fevered froiti it by 
irtiarriage> jpeace, or by any other means, what- 
ever fortune may befal the kingdom of France : 
that the town fliould be allowed a mint, with li- 
bcrty to coin florins, and black and white money, 
with the fame alloy and form ias thofe of Paris. 

The French lords would not agree to thefe 
terms until the king had confidered them ; and 
they gave the Rochellers paflports to wait on him 
>ftt Paris. 

Twelve burgefles went to the king, who granted 
them every, thing they had afked. He entertained 
them handfomely, and gave them fcveral rich 
jewels. When thdy returned to la Rochellc, they 
^ilplayed their charters, which were fealed with the 
king's feal, and had been confirmed in the parlia- 
ment of the king and his peers-. 
^ They immediately began to demolifti and raze 
io th^ ground the large ^nd ftrong caftle of la 
Rochelle, They then fcnt to inform the lords 
who were at Poitiers, that if they would come thi- 
ther the gates would be open to them. 

The conftable of France went with only two 
hundred men at arms. They received him with 
great joy, and did to him their homage and fealty as 
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to tbe king of France i for heihewed them a lawful 
commiinon from the king» which coaftituted him 
his reprefentativc in 4U thofe parts of the realm* . 



CHAP xtra. 

silt ftEHTRAND DU GUESbLtK TAICtS tZVtKAV 
CASTLES IM THE ROCHELLOlS.-i-^rHE KTRU 
OF ENGLAND EMBARKS TO COME TO TUt 
ASSISTANCE OF THOUARS, BUT IS PREVENtED 
BY CONTRARY WINDS*. UPON WHICH THOSE 
OF THOUARS, AND MANY OTHERS IN POITOU, 
SURRENDER TO THE FRENCH. 

tT7HEN fir Bertrand du Guefclin h^d rcCdcd 
^ ^ four days in la Rochelle, and had pointed 
out to the inhabitants in what manner they fhould 
iiipport and demean themfelves henceforward, he 
fet out on his return to the lords he had left at 
Poitiers, whom he inftantly marched off to con- 
quer other ftrong places in Poitou. They were 
full three thoufand lances. 

On their departure from Poitiers, they laid fiege 
to the caftle of Benon*, and declared they would 
not leave h until it had changed matters. A 
■ 

* Benon^— a fmall town iu Aunis,. diocefe of la Rochelle. 
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fqiiire fiom the county of Foix, named WilHam 
de PaUi was governor of die place^ under the 
ctptd de Buch : he had with him a Neapditan 
Itnight^ called fir James, but without any fumame. 
Many vioknt aiTaults were made, which were weH 
repulfed by die garrifon. 

Not far diftant was the town of Surgcres*, 
^^hich was garrifoncd widi Englifli, by orders of 
die captal, then a prifoaer, who faid one evening 
they would beat up the French quarten. They 
tfieiefbre marched out^ acconUng to an agreement 
with dkofe of Maransfy and muftered in the whole 
ttbout forty lances : they fell upon die quarters of 
of the conftable of France, wounded many, and 
particularly flew one of his own fquires. The 
army were roufed, and the French collided toge* 
ther as faft as they coidd; but die Englifh, who 
had performed all diey intended, re-entered their ' 
fbrtrefles \inhurt. 

The conftable was fo enraged at diis, that he 
fwore he would never quit the fpot where he was 
without conquering the caftle of Benon, and 
putting to death all within it. He gave orders that 
very morning for every one to be ready for the 
aflfauk, and had large machines brought, fb that 
for a long time fuch an attack had not been feen; 
The men at arms and the Bretons did not ilpare 
themfclvcs : they entered the ditches with fhields 
on dieir heads, and advanced to the foot of the 



• Sorgeres,— <i town in Aunis, fix leagues firom la Rochette. 
f Ma^^ms^—a town in Aunis, fix leagues firom la Rochelle. 
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wails with pick*axes and iron crows, with whicii 
they worked fo cfFedually that a large breach waf 
ip^e, through which they might cafily enteiv 
The caftle was t^en, and all within put (q the 
.iword. 

The conftable had it repaired apd- new gfuv 
rifoned. He then adv^inced towards ^larans, the 
garrifort of which furrendered on having their- lives 
and properdes faved. He next came to Surgeres^ 
which alio put itfelf under the obedience of tbf 
king'of France ; for the Englifh garrifon had gonf 
away, being afraid to wait the arrival. of the oonr 
ftablc. He marched after this to the caftle of 
Fontenay le Comte*, where the lady of (ir Johi; 
Harpedon refidcd. He affaultcd both town; anc| 
callle frequeritly : at laft, the garrifon lef^ it 09 
capitulationi and retreated to ^houiars with the 
• lady, under paflports from the conftable. The 
French therefore took pofle'flion of the caftle and 
tpwn, and halted there to reft thcmfelves. 

Sir Bertrand and the lords of France marched 
to bcfiege Thouars, whither the greater part of 
the knightsi of Poito\i had retired, , namely the 
yifcount de Thouars, the lords de Partenay, dc 
Poufangcs, de Cors, de Crupignac, fir Louis de 
Harcourt, fir Geqffry d'Argcnton, fir James dc 
Surgeres, fir Percival d^ Coulpgnc. Tfhey had 
caufed tp b^ made a^ Poitiers and at 1^ Rpchelle 
large machines and cannons, with which they mucl^ 



f Fpatena/ le Cqxnte,—- a city in la yen(Iee« bifhpprick </h 
RocheUc. 
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haraflfcd thefe lords of Poicou in Thouars y iviio^ 
having mutually confidered their fituadon, pro- 
poied a treaty> the terms of which were, that 
there (hould be a truce for them and all that bcr 
longed to them until Michaelmas enfuing, 11372 ^ 
during which time^ they fhould let die king ot 
England^ their lord, know the (late of the town 
and country : and i(» within that period, they were 
sot fuccoured by th^ king of England or fome d, 
JMS. children, they were, for themfelves and theix; 
temtoricsi to fwear obedience %o the king of 
France. 

When the treaty was agreed to, fbme of the 
knights returned to Paris. The captal de Buch 
was condudted thither, and imprifoned> under a 
^ood guards in one of the towers oif the Temple. 
The king was fo much pleafed with this prize that 
he gave to the fquire that had taken him . twelve 
hundred francs. 

The meflengers from the lords of Poitou arrived 
m England, to acquaint the king, the prince of 
Wales (who at that time had pretty well reco- 
vered his health) and the council with the fituatioA 
^f PoifDU and Saintonge^ 

The king) learning that he was thus lofing all 
the territories which had coft him ib much to 
eonquer, reouined penfive and iUent : at lafl: he 
i^id, that in a very ihort time he would go to 
that cQqntry with fuch a powcrfial force as would 
enable him to wait for the army of the king of 
France, and never ^-eturn to England before he 
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^ree hundred fpcars. In this number wer«» the 
lord* de Duras, de Couitons de MucideiUu^ dc 
. Roien^ de Langorcn> and de JLanduras, fir Fetc» 
<k Landurasj fir P«ter de CQUitoi\i and fir Williaoi 
l^iington^ an Ei^gliflim^, 

Thi& body of men left Bourdeaiqc,; and ad-* 
vanccd ta Niort, where, they found fir Walter 
^ewetCj fir John Devereuxj fir Thomas Gourmy, 
fir John Crefswell, ;md fever^ others. When they 
^re aU affembled, they amounted to fibouc twetyt 
hundred combatants^ Sir Richard de Pontchaidoq 
arrived there ^Ifo^ ^nd brought With him twelve 
hundred more; 

The king of England and his children^ with hii| 
Urge army^ were beaten about on the fea, «q4 
could pot land at la Rochelle, nor any where near 
itj for wind and weather were againft them* They; 
remained in this fituation for nine weeks; an^ 
Michaelmas was fo near at hand that he found it 
was not pofilble for him to keep his engagement 
with the Poitevin lords in Thouars. He was &^ 
yerely difappointed at this, and difl>ande4 hi^^ 
troops to go whither they wilhed. The king, on 
his return, faid of the king of France, ^ that the^e 
never was a king who had armed himf^rlf fq litde> 
nor one who had given him fo mu(:h emb^ralt 
ment,' 

Thus did (his large jgeet fleer to Eoglandj^ when 
it had as favourable a gale as coul^ be vtifiied. 
After they were difbanded, there arrived at Bour- * 
deaux upwards of two hundred merchant ftiips 
for wines. 

When 




: W^a- Mkhaelmafr.was qeaisly anive^ tbf ,ii<g[ 
rons of England and Oafcony* wh<> had a|iv^ 
^ Niort io order to attea4 t)ie kiog of £i 
at Tbonar^ wtre very much furp4ife4 that thqi 
heard not any tidings of him. I{i order, U^^iif^ 
fore, to. acquit th^mfdv^s, diey ient me^iengcni 
tQ the Poitevin lords in Thpuarj^) who i(u4 : Ml 
tbODA i ^ Very desv: lords^ vo ^rt ient hither bj^tbf 
lords of Qafconyin the dep^ndeqce of thf .k|a|| 
JHf Englar^,. apd bythofc EngUi ^pr^f: lyiw k^ 
QDmpany with them, ^iitho have defired vf to WH 
£irrn yqu, that they have colle^ed all their fi^cqig 
mbifh may #moqnt to about twelve hundred 6^^ 
|ng mcn*9 ready and willing tq feryc you, The;f 
tsotieat you to inform them, if, in the j^feoce o^ 
tb^.Jci(ig of England and his childrenj^ they Cfjf 
afli^ you, aqd if the relief may now he a^episcdil 
fpf they are eager to advpxture their lives : fa^ 
fbrtu^es in your company/ 

The barons of Poitou replied i * We will caQ 
9 council oq what you have laidi aiid we itQim 
{HIT kiod thanks (o the borons of Gafcony "apd 

>*■■ ' ' . ! *' I .. .J ■ I ' ■" ■ ■ ■ ' ' ' . I — — ipp^—y* 

* Ail the printed copies and MSS. except the oner I ksYe 
htelx^Ote^ Mve i«oQ. In the prece^ii^ page, Proifirtfign 
f soq men came to N^ort with iir John Devqpeux* ii^c* ^ |k*f 
firRich^de Pontdiardon brougjht szoo mon. They om|;bt^ 
dierefbre» to have been 2400. My M^* ^^rly reconciles tbji, 
by faying, that, ' the herald Chandos, who carried tlie nefl&ge 
to the bughu ^n Thqmars, informed them his lordswere idCife»^' 
bled in Niort with i zoo lances, EngUfli and Gafeons* tad ^fto«lt 
2000 archers and lufly varlets/ 

England 
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Sngland fer lending to us, «d ifor hw\g lb well 
]^]wtd and ¥^ng to tflift us/ 

The knights of !V)ifou aflemUedt ink at the 
ftfft meeting they coidd not agree on any determi'- 
mtdont jbr die lord de Partenay, who was one of 
fte principal barons, was defirous iSiey 'fiioidd de- 
fend l^emfelves, as if dte king tyf England 'had 
been prefent : but odiere tnaihtdned, that liiey 
hsdgiimi under thdrieals a dcdaraCion, that'^ 
Midler die king of England ibr anyof hts ^hS- 
dstn were prefcnt dicy wouH furrcnder themfilh^ 
to the obediente of the kmg of France. l%e 
hffd de Partenay returned to his hAtcI m a very 
iO humour; but he was afterwards (b fnnch tsdked 
fe -that he consented to iigree with die odiers; 
Thfeytheijcfore fcnt word, that according to their 
treaty, it was absolutely neceffary for the kii^ tf 
England or one of ^iis ^bns to be prefcnt. • The 
Engliih and Gafcons at Niort were much vexfcd on 
fcoaring this, but thqr. could not prevent k. 

The dukes of Berry, Burgundy, Bourbon^ die 
eoiiftabSe of ^«*rance, die lord de CHfibn, die vH^ 
count jic ilohan, the 4au^in ^ Auv e rg n c , *die 
lord Liouis de SancerrCt die lord.de Sully, and die 
batons of France : in all, abottt ten thou&id 
hnces, widiout reckoning the others, advanced 
from Poitiers, and drew up in batdc-arr^ before 
Thouars theeveof Michaelmas-day, and alio on 
the :£bad: day undl evening, when they retired to 
dieif quarters. On the morrow, the two brothers 
of the king of France and the conftable lent to 
the knights of Poitou in Thouars, to rcmmd them 
-* " of 
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U^yhsit dittf had fwom and iealpd. Thtf ft4 
tilcncd £br aoiwerj tha( they ilv>u}d vcrjr iaw'l«4 
tUe fi9 Ppidcn^ when they would pur themielirei 
and their dependencies upder the obedionoe of Ac 
king of j^iance. %r 

The lords of France, iadsfied with tfaii tnfiitr, 
departed from before Thooars; and die dhduM 
diidanded the greater part of their men. > 

Q^ this feparadon, the lordde Gliflbn, wifba 
large body of OKn at arms, of whom the cOa^ 
fiabk bad given him the cominandt came befim 
Moitadgne fur mer» which at that time was afi>» 
tached to the Englilh. An Englifh fquirej caUed 
James Ckrk, was governor of the pkce, fliod 
might have had with him about fixty companions; 
. When the k>rd de Cliflbn came before Mor^ 
frigne, he aflaulted it v'ery vigoroufly : iMit, though 
he did not ipare himfelf on the occafion^ he gained 
nothing; iqpon which he retreated to his quarters. 

The governor, who found he ihould be haid 
puihedt fent off fecredy to thofe knights of Gaf« 
cony and England who were at Niort^ to defiri 
tbqr .would come that night to Mortatgne ; that 
he would lodge diem in his hotel ; and that diey 
might eafily pafs through the quarters of tbfc 
trench forces, who were but two hundred fight* 
ing men. .. ^ — 

Thcfe lords fct out from Niort, with five htfii* 
dred lances, and rode all night to arrive at Mbr- 
taigne, for they had a great dcfire to catch the 
lord dc ClHTon. But a fpy, who had left Niort 
•with them, having overheard fomc part of their 

intentions. 



llmiftlMk^ nifld)6 is much haft^ a^ po^l^ M -dit r 
lord de Clilfofh whom he found fitting at his ^ 
iiippen He informed him that the enemy had ^ 
fiMfrched fix)m Niort with five* hundred comba- = 
Cants^ and were advancing faft towards htm; 
. ::U]piQin Clearing this, the loird de Cltflbn ptilheda 
Ae tatbfe from before himj and haftily armed him^^ 
felf. He mounted his ftced, and fet ofF fuddei^i=si 
wkhtll his men, leaving the greater jpart of^at= 
belonged to them on the field. He never ftoppaS 
until he arrived at Poitiers. The EngKfh W e Wr^ 
much vexed at their difappointment^ They re- 
turned to Niort, where they left in garrifon Sf^ 
John Devereux, the earl of Angtfe and CfefsHrefl. 
Sir Walter Hewctt went to England.* AH dif 
others went back to Bourdeaux, btuning in their 
way the whole of the territories of the lord dt 
Partenay« 

Thus was all Poitou conquered, txctpt Ae fe^* 
trefles of Niort*, Elifeth, Mortemer, Afortaigne^ 
I-ufignan, Chaftel-Accartf, la Roche fur Yoifi 
Crauzar, la Tour de TArbre, Merxis tod'otheni 
Thcfe caftlesj however, held out, and made ftf* 
quent inroads and attacks on their neighboOrii ; 
fometimes invading, at other times ehaced back^ 
again. 



^ Niort»«— a city in Poiteu, fifteen leagues from Poitien. 
t, Chatel TAicher^ — a village in Poitou. 
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CHAP. XUV. 

TfitE 0UKS OF BRITTAMY DARES KOT OPErlLV* 
4DBCLARE FOR THE KING OF ENGLAND.---6IA 
BSHTRAND DV GUESCLIN LAYS SIEGE TO 

9IVRAY*. THE ENGLISH ARE DEFEATEDf 

AHO THE WHOLE OF THE COUNTRIES OF 
^OITOUi SAINTONGE^ AND LA ROCHILIiBf " 
AJtS GIVEN UP TO THE FRENCH. 

^T^ME dtikc of. Brittany, who remained p«cc-* 
* ably in his duchy, was much hurt at the 
teffin of the Englifh ; for he faid, fuch as he was 
die king of England and his power had made him, . 
fei he ne^r fhould have been any thing of him« 
fetf : that he owed all to the Englifh king, who 
had made war in his behalf, had lent him large 
fums of money, and had given to him his daugh-- 
ter in m^age, he 'would therefore have been 
happy to have added Brittany as an ally of Eng- 
land : bat all the barons, knights, and fquires of 
diat country were too much attached to the French, 
pardcultrly die lords de Cliffon, de Laval, and th6 
vifcount de Rohan, who at that time were the 
grcateft lords in Brittany. They addreffcd the 
duke in thefc words : * Dear lord, ,as foon as we 
fliall clearly perceive that you take any part with 

- • Civray,— a town in Poitoa, on the Charcnte, ten league! 
from Poitiers, 

' the 
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th« Idng of England agamft the king of France^ 
our fovereign lord^ we will all quit you and die 
country of Brittany.* 

The duke could but ill difguife his anger: how- 
ever, he only faid; ^ they did great wrong to 
kiQg of England/ He now began to open him 
ielf more, and to difcover his fentiments to o 
of the lords of Brittany. 

The king of France, who had gained oyer 



him aU the principal perfons in that country ex- 
cept fir Robert Knolles, had befought theoDi. 
inform him whenever they found the duke ai 
contnuy to their wiflics> afluring xhttQL he 
provide a remedy. 

The duke iaw that he was not only fufpefliMli 
but narrowly watched; which alarmed hmi Icilf^ 
they ihould feize his perfpn, and fend him 
Paris. He therefore fignified to the king of Eag-* 
land his fituation, and entreated him to fend mei 
at arms to affift him if there fhould be any occa^ 
fion. The king ordered thither four hundred 
at arms and as many archers, under the conunanc^M 
of lord Neville, who arrived at St. Mathieu Fii 
de Terre*, where they rcm^ed all the winter, 
without doing any damage to the country^ payin] 
for every thing they had j for the duke, on ac- 
count of the fufpicions of his nobles, did noi 
chufe to put them into any of his caftles. Whei 

• St. Mathieu Fin de Terre» or St. Mah^^ is a village i 
Brittany, diocefe of St. Pol de Leon* Froiilart calls jt St 
Mathieu de Fine Pocerne. 

the 
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iht kiilghts of Brittany faw the Englidi fiius come 
fd the aflfiftahce of the duke, they were vfly in- 
dignant, and fhut up their own caftles, ihewing 
iiiuch ill will againft the duke. Things reitiained 
in this doubtful manner all the Ivintei-. 

As fbon as the feafon permitted, fit Bertrand 
du GuefcHri marched from Poiridfs With full four- 
teen hundred combatants, and laid fifegd to the 
t5Wn and caftle of Civray. There were with him, 
bf Breton knights, fir Alain de Bcaumanoir, John 
At Beaumanoir, Arnoul Lifnoufin, Geotfiy Ricon^ 
Yvbh de Laconet, Gedffry de Keriih^l, with many 
other knights and fquires. They fixed their quar- 
ters before Civr^jr, and fiirroUnded them with pa- 
liladoes to prevent being furpriled in the night. 
Prequendy the mofl: expert of them advanced to 
make trials of fkill with thofe of the caftle, who 
defended themfelves valiantly. 

During the fiegc, fir Robert Micon, and Ni* 
Cotiri TEfcot*, the governors of Civray, fent in- 
telligence of their fitiiatibn to fir John Devereux 
and the earl of Angus, who were in garrifon at 
Nioft. They ihftantly ordered the garrifons from 
Liifignan and Gouzar to march to Niort, when 
they amounted all together to fix or feven hiin- 
dted good men at afnis, well equipped, without 
counting the pillagers. They advanced until they 
came near to Civray, which is but four leagues 
from Niort ; when they halted fome time to ar- 



♦ Sir Robert Micon aftd Nicotm rEfcot. My USS. hsttc 
fir Robert Miton and fir Manift Stott. 
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range thcmfclvcs, but it had been better for them 

had they proceeded to the quarters of the con- 

ftable*. 

News was brought to Iiim of the arrival of the 

Englifh, whilft they were forming themfelves in 
the plain. He was not any way alarmed at it, 
but ordered his men to arm without making any 
delay, and to march out in a body. When he 
faw them all aflembled, he faid to them ; ^ My 
.good gentlemen, what hearts have you for a 
battle ? I fancy we muft engage our enemies.' 
They replied i * My lord, we are very willing to 
do fo, thanks to God.* 

The conftable then ordered an ambufcade to be 
formed, of two hundred combatants, near to the 
caftle'j for he judged the garrifon would of eourfe 
make a fally. He then commanded the greater 
part of the palifadoes to be levelled to the ground, 
that there might not be any hindrance when l^e 
fhould march out, and drew up his forces in two 
battalions. Sir Alain de Beaumont commanded 
one, and fir GeofFry de Marneilf the other. It 
was ftriftly forbidden for any one to advance be- 
fore his banner until ordered, and he wa's to re- 
main till then quietly in his rank. 



• The hiftorian of Brittany fays, they there intoxicated them- 
felves. 

f Marneil. The different editions. have a variety of namc^ 
for this perfon. I have followed the oldell MS. [ have, which; 
from its writing, feems to be of the age with Froiffart : bat I 
Ihould rather fuppofe it ought to be fir Geoffry de Kcrimcl, as 
he is particularly mentioned before. 

Wc 
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Wc will now return to fir Robert Miton and fir 
Martin Scott, who, from the heights of the cattle, 
faw the Englilh in the plain drawn up in batdc- 
array. They faid, ' Let us make ready to quit 
the caftle, for we can eafily pafs through thefc 
Bretons i and when our friends (hall fee wc arc 
^.'^gagcd, they will come to our help, and we may 
do much mifchief before they will be prepared to 
defend themfelvcs or fufpeft our intent/ 

About fixty combatants that were to make this 
faUy armed themfelves, who, when ready, fallied 
forth pn horfeback to flcirmilh with the enemy j 
but they were attacked by the ambufcade which 
had been laid for them. Hard indeed was the fight, 
but the Englifh were fo furrounded that they could 
neither advance nor retreat : they were all flain or 
made prifoners, not one efcaping: the two go- 
vernors were alfo taken. 

The Englilh remained in battle-array in the 
plain, and the conftable of France in his quarters ; 
for he imagined the Englifh had placed a large 
ambufcade in a coppice on his rear. The Englifh 
had brought with them a rout of pillaging Poite- 
vins and Bretons, amounting to about two hun- 
dred, whom they fent forward to fkirmifh with 
the French. 

As foon as thefe pillagers came oppofite to the 
battalion of the lord conftable, they declared 
themfelves loyal Frenchmen, and, if he pleafed, 
would ferve under him. The conftable immedi- 
ately aflented, commanding them to wheel on one 
fide, when he learnt from them the arrangement 
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of the ilngliih fofce, and that there was not any 
ambufcade. On hearing this^ the conftable wa^ 
inorc eafy than before j and> having ordered' his 
men to form^ he advapced wi|h hi$ bafiiier> 
marching on the wing of the two battalions. 
They had difmounted^ and puihed towai^ds tht 
Mlifadoes which they had allowed to reHiain ftaod*^ 
}ng> every one Ihouting, ' Notre Dannie QuefeUnr 
The Englifh, on feeing them iffuc out; of their 
|brt, drew up alfo on foot^ and advanced with 
great alacrity. Their firfl onfet was agaioft'liie 
battalion of the conftable. which was^ fierce wd 
dcfperate. The Engliih drove quit€ through tbit 
b^Mxalion^ and overthrew many. But the B^reconi 
had wifely drawn up their fllrmy : there were two 
battalions on the wing, who^ being quite £relb> 
followed che conftable, and, falling upon the Eng^ 
lifh who were tired, beat them moft dreadfully. 
They, however, like mea of courage, tuJmed 
about, without fhrinking from their ill-fortune^ 
and con>bated moft valiandy with the arm3^ they 
had, fucli 30 battle-axes and fwords of E(>urdfeau3^ 
with which they dealt many hard blows. Several 
excellent knights of each, fide adventured bokilj, 
to exalt their renown. This^ battle was as weH 
fought, as many gallant deeds performed, and as 
many captures and refcues took place as had been 
feen for a long time in all that country; for both 
armies were on foot, on a plain, without advan* 
t^e to eithi^r. Each laboyred to perform his duty 
well, and many were flain outright or defperatcly 
wounded. In fhort^. all the £ngii(h who had 

marched 



mai^hed thither were fo completely difcomflted 
that not one efcaped death or captivity. 

Two good fqulres were there flain, Richard 
Neville and William Worfley. James Willoughby 
was very badly wounded. Sir John Devereux, fir 
Aimtry dc Rochechouart, David Holgravc, Rich- 
ard Oliver, John Crefswell, and many others from 
England and Poitou> were made prifoners. 

This batde of Civray happened on the 20th day 
of March, 1373. 

The conftable and his army returned to their 

quarters, where they cleaned and reffefhcd therti- 

felves, and attended to the wounded and pri-- 

foaers, of whom they had great numbers. The 

conftable then fent fir Alain de Beaumont to 

hold a parley with the garrifon, who told them, 

that if they fufFered themfclves to be taken by 

af&ult, they would all be put to the fword with- 

<wit mercy. Upon this, the garrifon furrendered 

to the conftable, who allowed them to le^ve the 

pUce and march to Bourdeauj^, with a paflport 

from him. The French gained this caftle and 

territory, which fubmitted to the obedience of the 

king of France. 

The Bretons advanced eagerly towards Niort, 
which is a handibme towh in Poieou, and 
had always fupported the ifitereft of the Eng- 
Ufii, who had kept there a very large gar- 
rilbn. As foon as d^e inhabitants of Niort heard 
the conftable was marching thither, they went 
out %Q meet hinfi, and, prefenting hhn the keys 
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of the town, conducted him and all his men into 
it with great rejoicings *• • 

The Bi^etons remained there four days to re- 
cover themfelves, when they departed in great 
array, with about fourteen hundred lances^ ibr 
Lufignan f* which furrendered upon condition the 
garrifon (hould march out unhurt, carrying away 
all they were able, and with a paffport for the 
conftable to conduft them to Bourdeaux. The 
French gained this caftle, which was very grand 
and handfome, and all the lordfhip dependant on 
it^ whofe vaiTals became liege men to the king of 
France. 

After this, the Bretons marched to Chatel 
TArcher, when the Conftable fcnt immediately to 
the lady de Plainmartin, who was the wife 6f fir 
Guifcard d' Angle, and rcfided in it. She entreat- 
ed he would grant her an efcort, that fhe might 
ipeak with the duke of Berry at Poitiers. The 
<;onftable complied with her requeft, and ordered 
one of his knights to conduft her. When Ihc 
came before the duke ihe proftrated herfelf to the 
ground. The duke caufed her to rife, and de- 
manded what fhe wifhed to fay.: ^ My lord,' replied 

^ Niort is faid to have been gained by a ftratagem. AAer 
the defeat at Civray the confUble prdered his knights to dfeTt 
themfelves in the emblazoned furcoats of his prifoners» which 
caafed the garrifon at Niort ^o open their gatesj, believing them 
the Engliih knights returning victorious from Civray.— ^^. it 
Bretagne. 

f Lufignan,— ^a town in P,oitpUji twelve leagiKs fixMn Niort 
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fcc, * I am fummoned by the conftablc to put 
myfclf and my lands under the obedience of the 
king of France. You know well, my lord, that 
ray hufband is now lying a prifoner in Spain : his 
lands, therefore, are under my direftion. I am 
but a. weak woman, and cannot difpofe of my 
hufband's property as I pleafe ; for, if by acci- 
dent I (hould do any thing contrary to whdt he 
would have wiflied, he will be angered and blame 
me for it. However, to fatisfy you, and to keep 
my lands in peace, I offer you a compofition for 
me and mine, on thefe terms : that no war (hall be 
made on us, nor will we engage in any ofFenfive or 
defenfive war. When my lord (hall have gained 
his liberty and be returned to England, whither I 
fuppofe he will retire, I will inform him of the 
terms of this compofition, and whatever anfwer • 
he Ihall fend to me, the fame I will forward to 
you.' 

* Lady,' anfw^red the duke, * I grant it on 
condition that neither for yourfelf, nor caftles, nor 
fortrefles, you lay in a greater (lore of provifion, 
artillery, or men at arms than are now within 
them.' 

The lady returned to Chatel I'Archer, when the 
ficge was raifed ; for Ihe Ihewed the agreement 
made with the duke of Berry. 

This army of Bretons, of which the conftable 
was the leader, departed, and came before Mor- 
temer. The lady de Mortemer furrendered her- 
felf and lands to the obedience of the king of 

P 4 France. 
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France. She gave up alfo the caftle of Didonne *3 
which bejongcd to her. Thus was ^ PoitoUj, 
$aintonge and la Rochelle freed and d^livereci froni 
<he Ehglifh. 

When the conftable h^d placed fufficicnt garr^- 
fpns every where, and found nothing rebellious, 
as far as xht river Gironde, he returned to Pmh 
The dukes of Perry, Burgundy and ^ourbonj^ 
with the greater part of the barons of France whQ 
had been concerned in thefe conquefts, had a)rQa4y 
arrived there. The king had entertained th^m 
moft handfomely on their return; but this wa$i 
nothing to the honours that were fliewn fir Ber-«. 
trand du Guefclin when he came to Pari$: the 
I^ing did not think he could fufHciently teftify h\% 
regard and efleem for him:^ and detained him con« 
ftantly about bis perfon at Paris and elfewhere. 



I I I 



* Didonne«-»or St. Qeorges de Didonne^— a fmall town in 
Sfiintonge. 

. I believe it vw a deftnA^noiC of th^ f^d^h de Trane.TrrS^ 
Afhmole. 
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CHAP. XI.V. 

mi SISG6 OF P£CHIR£1.^.— -P^ACE 9£TWS£N 

THE KINGS OF FRANCS AKP NAVAR&B. 

Ttf^ DSATH OF THE K|NQ OF SCOTLAND. 

A BOUT this time, the lordts dc CKffon, dc 
^^ Laval, d'Avaugoyr, dc Tourncrninc; dp 
|9Lieui(, de Rochefort, the vifcount de Rohan, fir 
C]l4rk$ de Dinan banneret of Brittany, the mar-( 
Qial de Blainville, the lords de Hambie, de 
RLuiUe, de FonteviUe, de Granville, de FarmiUCf 
jip Denneval, and de Cleres, bannerets of Nor^ 
noumdy, with many others from Normandy and 
Brittanny, laid fiege to the ftrong caftle of Be- 
[rherel, and prcffcd it hard by their affaults. There 
ifcre in this caflle two able captains from England, 
5r John Appleyard and fir John Cornewall, who^ 
with their companions, bravely defended them« 
felves : and at this time there were various gallant 
deeds, fallies, fkirmiihes, and refcues, performed 
l^lbre BechercL 

Not far diftant was the town of St. Sauveur le 
Vicomte ; in which were, fir Thomas Trivet, fir 
AJcyne Boxhull, fir Philip Pechard, and the three 
brothers Maulevrier ; fo that, before the fiege of 
Bccherel, thefe two garrifons over-ran all Lower 
Normandy, and nothing could efcape, but what 

^ 9QQtoelr->a towxi in Bnttaii]r, two leagues Spcmd S^ Malo. 

was 
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* was inclofcd in forts, from being taken and ear- 
ned to one or odier of thefe towns. They ran- 
fofned the bifhopricks of Bayeux and Evreux, in 
which the king of Navarre had connived, and re- 
inforced them with men and provifion from the 
garrifons he held in the county of Evreux. 

He was not in good humour with the king of 
France j infomuch that the garrifons of Cher- 
bourg, Cocherel Conches, Bretcuil, Evreux, and 
fever^ others dependant on the king of Navarre, 
had much impoverifhed and ruined the country 
of Normandy, However, about thi& period, the 
differences were accommodated between the two 
kings, and treaties entered into, through the me- 
diations of the count de Saltzbourg, who had made 
many vifits to each party, and the bifhop of 
Evreux. The two kings met in an amicable man- 
ner in the caftle of Vernon, when they fwore, in 
the prefence of feveral of the great lords of 
France, peace, love, amity and alliance hencefor-* 
ward for ever. 

The king of Navarre accompanied the king of 
France to Paris, who fhewed him and his com- 
panions all manner of refpeft. The king of Na- 
varre put his territories in Normandy under the 
government of his brother-in-law the king of 
France, and left his two fons, Charles and Peter, 
with the king their uncle. He then afFeftionately 
took his leave, and returned to Navarre. 

This peace continued for four years ; but then 
great diflcntions arofe between them, as you will 
hear in the courfc of this hiftory, if I fhotild live 

to 



219 

tt> finifh it : I do not think, however, that it will 
be concluded in this book. 

The yth day of May 1373, king David of Scot- 
land departed this life in the city of Edinburgh, 
md was buried in the abbey of Dunfermline, befidc 
Robert the Bruce his father. He left behind him 
neither male nor female offspring, and was fuc- 
cceded by his own nephew, Robert the Stewart of 
Scotland, who was a fine knight, and had eleven 
(bns*. 



CHAP. XLVI. 

£ARL OF SALISBURY, SIR WILLIAM 
NEVILLE, SIR PHILIP COURTENAY, WITH 
MANY OTHER MEN AT ARMS, LAND IN BRIT- 
TANY.— THE CONSTABLE OF FRANCE MARCHES 
THITHER; ON WHICH THE DUKE OF BRIT' 
TANY GOES TO ENGLAND. 

/^RDERS were given in England for the earl 
^^ of Salifbury, fir William Neville and fir 
Philip Courtenay, to put to fea with a large body 
of men at arms, tq guard the coafts'; for it was 
reported that the Spaniards and Evan of Wales 
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* {iOrd Hailes^ in his Annab« fays ; ' David II. died 2 2d 
Ffhrwury, 13 70-1, in the caftle of Edinburgh, in the 47th year 
of his age and the 42d of his reign. He was buried in . the 
chnrch of the abbey of Holyrood, before the great alcr/ 

were 
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were on the fcas, with fix thoufa^id men, to invack 
and bum the country. 

Thcfc lords had under their command forty 
large fhips, without counting floop^, and twQ 
thoufand men at armS| not including archfri* 
They fct fail from Cornwall, where they had ^ra» 
barked for the coafti of Brittany, and, arriving 
at St. Malo, burnt in the harbour feyen Urgn 
SpaniOi fhips that were lying there. The countfff 
was much furprifed at this, and faid the dukp hid 
fent them orders to come thither : they began to 
fulpeft his intentions more than ever, and ftrength- 
ened all their towns, caftles and cities. 

The duke had placed his confidence in fome of 
the knights of Brittany, who had betrayed his 
fecret, fo that the king of France ordered his 
conftaWe to invade Brittany with a large body of 
men at arms, and to take poiTefnon for him of all 
cities, towns, caftles and fortrei&s, as well as fuch 
perfons whom he ihould find^in rebellion, and con< 
fifcaie their property. 

The conftable marched from Paris to Angers, 
and from thence iffued his fummons. He was 
there joined by the duke de Bourbon, the eoqnl 
d'Alengon, the count du Perche, the cotmt dc 
Porcien> the dauphin d'Auvergne, the rifco&nX3 
de Meaux and d'Aufnay, fir Raoul de Coocy^ 
Rjobert ck St. Pol, Raoual de Raineval, Lotin (jte 
Sancerre marshal of France, with munbers of 
barons and knights from the couneries of Vct- 
mandois, Artois and Picardy, without counting 
thofe from Anjou, Pgitou md TQuraiac% 

The 



The eftri of Salifbuiy, who wa^ if St. Mafo 
wkh hb army^ was informed of this aflcmbly of 
men at arms, afid alfo that the whole o( Brittany 
WMA in oppofition to the duke. He fet fail iidth 
kis fleet, and bore away until he came to Brtft, 
which ha^ one of the (Irongeft caftle^ in the World. 

When the duke of Brittany heard of the march 
^ die eoinftable, he was afraid of trtifting him^ 
felf to the inhabitants of Vannes ot Difiaii, or in- 
deed to any of his principal towns : he thought if 
ihe fliould ihut himfelf up in any one of them, he 
woiikl run great rifks. He went, therefore, to 
the caftle of Auray, which is fituated between 
Vatnnes and Rennes, and was attached to him; 
for be had given the command of it to an Englifh 
kmght, called fir John Auftin. The duke left his 
hdy imder the care of this knight, entreating him 
to guard her well, which he promifed to do. 
Ahet this, Ykc rode to St. Mah6 ; but they fhut the 
gare» againft him : from thence he went to Con-^ 
csirntm *, where he embarked for England* 

The conftable of France entered Brittany, at- 
tended by thofe barons and knights of the country 
who had been at the fiege of Becherel, they having 
left the continuance of it to the knights and lords 
of Normandy. 

On the arrival of the conftable before Rennes, 
the inhabitants knew that his vifit was to take pof- 
fefllon of the whole country ; for the king and his 



* Concarneau, — a, fea-port in Brittany, about four leagues 
from Quimpcr. 

council 
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council had publiihed a declaration that the duke 
had forfeited it, becaufe he had furrendered tp the 
Englifti different towns, caftles and forts, andM 
even wiftied to take part with the king of England 
againft the crown of France, from which he held 
his duchy by faith and homage. They were un- 
willing to incur the horrors of war, and received . 
the conftable in. a peaceful manner, acknowled^ 
the king of France for their lord. 

After the conftable had gained poffeffion rf 
Rennes, he haftened to Dinan, which furrendered 
to the obedience of the king of France. He next 
advanced to Vannes, which did the fame. Luzu* 
mont*, however, held out for the duke; it was 
roughly aflaulted and taken by ftorm, fo that all 
within were put to death. The conftable marched 
to Jugon, which accepted the terms of the king 
of France j as did the caftle of Goy la Foret; la 
Roche-derrien, the towns of Guincamp, St. Mahc, 
and St. Malo. In like manner, did Quimperco 
rentin, Quimperle, 'Credo, Galande, as well as 
feveral other fortrefles in the neighbourhood, 
turn to the French. The conftable marched firft 
through Lower Brittany, becaufe it was more at^ 
tached to duke John de Montfort than the upper 
parts. 

When the duke of Brittany embarked for Eng- 
land, he nominated fir Robert Knolles, governor 
of the duchy, but very few lords obeyed him. He, 
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* Probably Sucinio,— a caftle near Vannes, which was takea 
by aflkult, and the garrifon (lain. Hifi. de Bretagnt, 

however, 
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however, fufficiently reinforced his caille of Der- 
val with men, and, having provided it with every 
ncceffary, gave the command of it to his coufin 
Hugh Brock. Sir Robert (hut himfelf up in 
Brcft. 

The conftable came before Hennebon: the 
governor was an Englifli fquire, called Thomelin 
Ubich*, nominated by the duke. There was alfb 
with him in the caftle a knight named fir Thomas 
Prior, who had been fent thither by fir Robert 
KnoUes ; and their garrifon might confifl; of about 
fouricore men, without counting the inhabitants 
of the town. 

The French, on their arrival, began to make a 
violent attack on the caftlc : they always carried 
with them many large engines and cannons, by 
means of which they had taken fcveral towns, 
caftles and forts in Brittany: in particular, they 
had ftormed the town of Quimperle, of which 
James Rofs, a valiant fquire of England, was 
governor. He could obtain no quarter, for he 
fell into the hands of fir Oliver de Cliflbn, who 
flew him and feveral others with his own hand : he 
had no mercy nor pity on any Engliihman* 

Let us return to the fiege of Hennebon. The 
conftable of France, after he had pointed his 
engines and cannon againft the walls of the town 
and caftle, which the lord Charles de Blois could 
never conquer, ordered all the men at arms to 
— ■ ' ■ ■ ■— — — — ^— ^— — — i— ^ 

• Thomelin Ubich. Q^, Wich, or Holbeck. Barnes calls 
liiia Thomas Wich. 

make 
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make a briflc aflault, for he had rcfelred tdftipk 
the place that evening* 

They fnade a rtioft fierce attack, Without fjjariug 
thetnfelves; and the inhabitants, aflifted by the 
Englifh, made as gallant a defence. Upon thl^, 
the cortftable called out to fhcm, faying j ' Attend 
to me, you men of Henncbon : it is quite ddftaiti 
tire muft conquer you, and that v^i *ill fiipr jn 
your town this evening : if, therefore, any of yoti 
be bold enough to throw a ftone, arrow, or by any 
means hurt the fmallcft of our boys fo that he te 
wounded, I vow to God I Will have you all put to 
death.' 

Thefe words fo much frightened the inhabitants 
that they retired to their houfes, leavittg the 
ErigKfh to defend the place as well as they coruld*: 
but the town was too large for them to guard 
every part of it, fo that the army of the cohftable 
entered, and put all the Englifh to death except 
the two Captains, whom they made prifoncr*. 
Becaufe the townfmcn had obeyed the orders of 
the conftable, he commanded that no one, wheh 
they ftormcd the place, fliould dare any Way t6 
injure them. 

When fir Bertrand du Guefcltn had thus won the 
town and ftrong caftle of Henriebbn in Brittany, 
he remained there for fifteen days, and then 
marched towards Concarneau. 

In the mean while, the earl o( Safijfbury, 6t 
William Neville, fir Brian Stapleton, and fir 
William Lucy, having reinforced and re-viftuaHed 
the fort of Breft with men at arm:s, afchers and 

provifions. 
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{«Y)Vifions, had embarked on board their (hips in 
order the better to defend it ^ainft the French, 
whom the EnglUh knew to be m Brittany, but 
were uncertain to what quarter the conilable would 
lead them. 

The conftable on coming before Concameau, 
which is a fea-port, took it by ftorm, and flew dl 
* the Englifh, except their captain, fir John Lang- 
ley, who received quarter. The French repaired 
the town, and ftrengthened it with men at arms 
and all forts of provifion. They then advanced 
to Breft, in which were fir William Neville and fir 
Robert Knollcs, with two hundred men at armSj 
and as many archers. 

The lords of France and of Brittany laid fiegc 
to Breft : they had with them about fix thoufand 
combatants. Shortly after they had commenced 
this fiege, the duke of Anjou fcnt for fir Oliver 
de Cliflbn, who had under his command fome of 
his men, to come and lay fiege to la Roche fur 
Yon, which ^ the Englifli ftill held. Sir Oliver 
furroundcd the place, and pointed againft it large 
engines, which he had brought from Angers and 
Poitiers. 

In company with thcfc Bretons came feveral 
nobles and gendemen of Poitou and Anjou : they 
kept up a fliarp attack, and prcflcd hard the gar- 
rifon of la Roche fur Yon, faying they would 
never leave the place before they had conquered 
it. 

' VoL.IV\ Q The 
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The diikc of Anjou returned to his own country^ 
but frtqucndy fent provifion and other articles to 
thofe who were carrying on the fiege. 

The conftablc^ the duke of Bourbon, the counts 
d'Alengon and de Perigord, the dauphin d*Au- 
vergne and the great barons of France ftiU main- 
tained the fiege of Breft -, but too litde did they 
gain, for it is one of the llrongeft cafUes in the 
world. As fir Robert KnoUcs was the governor, 
the lords of France refolved to fend a body of men 
to invcfl: his cattle of DervaL Many noblemen of 
Brittany and of Touraine went on this expedition : 
they were, in the whole, about four hundred 
fighting men. 



rftf 



CHAR XLVU. 

THE FRJENCH BESIEOE FOUR DIFFERENT PLACES^ 
—LA ROCHE SUR YOM SURRENDERS TO THE 

FRENCH. THE SIEGE OF BREST IS RAISED BY 

A CAPITULATION, WHICH IS NOT KEPT. 

'TpHE lords of France were at this time be- 
fieging four towns at once; namely, Be- 
cherel, Brett, la Roche fur Yon, and the onejuft 
formed before, Derval. The befiegers had many 
an aflault to make, and many gallant feats of arms 
to perform, in order to ob tarn fucccfs. 

The 



227 

TThe inhabitants of la Roche fur Yon, being 
^c feitheft off from any afliftance, and furroundcd 
OH all fides, entered into a capitulation, that if 
they were not fuccourcd within one months the 
garrifon would march out, and deliver up the 
cafUe to the king of France. 

The loi-d de Cliflbn and the other lords returned 
at the appointed day; and, when no reinforce- 
ments appeared to raife the fiege, the caftle furren- 
dered, and the Englifh, under the paflports of the 
lord de Pons, marched away for Bourdeaux ♦. 

After this, fir Oliver de Cliffon and the others 
who had been at this conqueft, marched to Derval, 
whither they had caufed large machines and en- 
gines to be brought. To this fiege of Derval 
came the conftable of France, the duke of Bour- 
bon, the counts d'Alengon and 'du Perche, with 
numbers of the knights and barons of France, for 
they found they were only lofing their time before 
Breft. Two thoufand, however, remained behind, 
who built a block-houfe in fuch a fituation that no 
one could enter Brcft to reinforce or re-vi6hial it. 

Sir Hugh Brock and the garrifon in Derval, 
feeing thcmfelves attacked by fuch a force, were 
alarmed left they fhould be taken by ftorm, and 
propofed a treaty for a truce of two months j and 
if within that time they were not relieved by the 
duke of Brittany, or others in fufficient force to 
keep the field, to raife the fiege and to combat the 

^ My MS. mentions fir Robert Grenacres as governor of la 
Roche fur Yon. 

0^2 French, 
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French, they would furrender themfelves and the 
cattle to the duke of Anjou or to the conftabld^. but 
if a body of men at arms Ihould arrive, and offer 
battle to the French, the garrlfon Ihould remain in 
peace. 

This treaty was concluded, and information fent 
to the duke of Anjou, who was on the borders : he 
approved of it, on condition that the garrifon of 
Derval fhould not during the truce receive any one 
into the caftle. 

Sir Hugh Brock fent feveral knights and fquires 
as his hoftages for the due execution of the treaty. 

After this capitulation, the conftable of France 
made an cxcurfion to tlie city of Nantes. The 
citizens fliut their gates, becaufe he had with him 
a large army, and went forth to know his inten- 
tions. The conftable told them he had been no- 
minated and fent by the king of France, their lord, 
to take feifm and poffeflion of the duchy of Brit- 
tany, which fir John de Montfort, who called 
liimfelf duke, had forfeited. 

The citizens requefted time to hold a council, to^ 
deliberate on what he had faid before they gave an 
anfwer. After a long time debating the bulinefs, 
they returned and faid to the conftable; * Dear 
lord, it feems quite marvellous to us how the king 
of France can thus feize the inheritance of our lord 
the duke ^ for the king, not long fince, commanded 
us to receive him as our duke. We have there- 
fore fworn fealty and homage to him ; and he has 
in return promifed and fworn to govern us as fub* 
jefts, which he has hitherto punftually done. We 

have 
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have never had any grounds for fulpefting him of 
fraud or guile. If you enter this town by virtue 
of the procuration you fay you have, we will allow 
you fo to do;' but on condition, that if itfliould 
happen that the duke of Brittany return to this 
country, and be dcGrous of becoming a good 
Frenchman, fo that all prelates, barons, gentlemen 
and good towns in Brittany, Ihall acknowledge 
him for their lord, we fhall be acquitted without 
lofs for what we now do, or may have before done i 
and that you will not confent to any violence being 
offered to us, nor will you receive the rents or re- 
venues of Brittany, but they fhall remain as a de- 
pofit with us until we have other information, or 
bear news more agreeable to us than what you have 
brought.' 

The conftable fwore to keep every thing as 
procurator for the king of France in this cafe. He 
and all thofe who were with him then entered the 
city of Nantes, which is the principal town in 
Britanny. 

When fir Robert Knolles heard that his coufin, 
fir Hugh Brock, had concluded a capitulation for 
the caftle of Derval with the French, and found, 
that unlefs he alfo entered into a negociation he 
could not by any means leave his poll to fuccour it^ 
fir Robert made offers of treating with the French 
znd Bretons, who had remained before Breft : they 
replied, that they could do nothing without the 
conftable. An Englifli knight and two fquires, 
^having had pafiports, came to a manfion near 
Nantes^ where the conftable refidedj on the banks 
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of the Loire, with other knights from France and 
Brittany. 

A treaty was entered into, on thefe terms; that 
the garrifon of Breft fhould have a truce for forty 
days, during which time, unlefs there fhould ar- 
rive a fufficient force to fight with the conftablc^^ 
the fort was to be furrendered. The garrifon was 
to remain on the fame footing it then was, without 
receiving any reinforcements of men or pro-i. 
vifion. 

The negociators returned to fir Robert Knolles, 
who fent, as pledges to the conftable, able and 
fufficient knights and fquires. Thefe hoftages, on 
their arrival, were ordered to the prifon of the 
conftable ; and all thofe who had been at the flegc 
of Breft departed. The conftable gave alfo leave 
for feveral others to go away, whom the king of 
France fent to garrifon his cities, caftles, towns, 
and forts in Picardy, for the duke of Lancaftcr 
had landed at Calais with a large army. 

When the earl of Saliftiury (who had all that 
feafon cruifed on the coafts of Brittany and -Nor- 
mandy, having for that pyrpofe been reinforced 
by the king of England, fo that he might have on 
board with him a thoufand men at arms and two 
thoufaiid archers,) heard of the capitulation of 
Breft, he faid, that if it pleafed God, he would 
offer combat to the French. He made fail, and 
arrived at Breft, which is fituated on the Tea fhore. 
when he difembarked, and drew up his men in 
order of batde before Breft : at night, they aU es- 
treated to their vefTcls. This he daily pcriformed, 

in 
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in order to be ready to fight the enemy ihould they 
advance to that quarter. 

The conftable had difmiflcd the greater part of 
his men : he had alfo on his hands, the fieges of 
Becherel and of Defval, and did not imagine the 
earl of Salifbury would have arrived on the coaft 
fo foon. He fet out from near Nantes when the 
day approached for the furrender of Breft, but did 
not march quite fo far; for he had had intelligence 
that the Englifh were in fufficient force to fight 
with him. On hearing this, he halted where he 
was, and remained there quiet for about fevch 
days, being defirous of having the advice of a 
fall council of war which he had fummoncd. 

The earl of Salilbury had poftcd himfelf very 
advantageoufly before Breft; and, finding that 
the conftable and Bretons did not advance, he fent 
a herald to fir Bcrtrand du Gwfclin, who, on his 
arrival, rcfpeftfully faluted him, and faid ; * My 
lord, the earl of Salifl)ury and the lords of Eng- 
land fignify by me, who am a herald at arms and 
their fcrvant, that as you bad for a Bong time be- 
fiegcd the town and caftle of Breft, and certain 
treaties and capitulations had been entered into for 
its furrender unlefs it (honld be fuccoured before a 
certain day, which is not • far diftant, they wifli to 
inform you that they have encamped themfelves 
before Breft to fulfil this engagement and to defend 
the caftle : they beg and entreat of you, therefore, 
to advance, when you Ihall be fought with without 
fail ; and fuppofing you refufe your confent to thisj 
that you will fend back the hoftages/ 
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The conftablc replied ; ^ Herald, you bring us 
agreeable news, and you are welcome. You will 
tell your mailers, that we are more delirous to 
combat them than they arc to meet u§ j but that 
they muft march to the place where the treaty was 
firft entered into and agreed upon. You will in^ . 
form them, that if they will advance to that place, 
they fhall infallibly have a battle.' 

The herald returned to his mailers before Brell, . 
and delivered his meflage: they fent him back to. 
the conftable, to whom he faid^ ' My lord, I 
come again from my lords and mailers, to whom 
I repeated the words you charged me with : they . 
fay, that as they are only attached to the fea-fer-? 
vice they have not brought any horfes with them, 
and are not accuilomed to march on foot; for 
which reafon they inform you, that if you will fend . 
them your horfes, they will come without delay to 
any place you ihall pleafe to appoint, and fight 
with you.' 

^ My good friend,' anfwered the conilable, ' we 
will not, pleafe God, give fuch advantage to our^ 
enemies as we ihould do were we to fend them our 
horfes. It would alfo be coniidercd as an infulti 
and, ihould we think of fuch a thing, it would be 
right we ihould have good and fuificient fecurity to 
anfwer for our horfes.' 

^ In truth,' replied the herald, ' they have not 
charged me to add any thing on this head ; only, 
that if you do not accept their propofition, they 
fay you have not any caufe to detain their hoftages, 
aad that in returning them you wiU adt but juilly.* 

The 
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The conftable faid, he was not of that opinion. 

Thus did the bufinefs remain -, and the herald re- 
turned to the carl of Salifbury and the knights be- 
fore Breft, who, when they found they could not 
gain any thing, and that the hoftages were not fcnt 
back, were exceedingly vexed : they, however, rie- 
mained ftcadily before the place, without movii^, 
until the appointed day was paffed, and then per-, 
cciving the conftable would not advance to fight, 
with them, they entered Breft, which they greatly 
reinforced and re-viftualled. 

The conftable, finding the Englifli were not. 
likely to come to ofier him batde, marched ofi^, 
carrying with him ^ the Engliih hoftages as pri- 
foners, and faid, the ^ Englifh had not kept what 
they had bound themfelvcs to perform*. 

After 



* My MS. has the following additions : 

* The herald, on receiving his lafl meilage, returned to his 
lords before Breft, who held a council on it. 

' Shortly after this, the conftable, the duke of Bourbon, the 
count d'Alen9on, the lords de Clifton and de Laval, with the 
other barons and knights, amounting to four, thoufand lances and 
twenty thoufand other men, marched to within one day's journey 
of Breft, where having ftrongly encamped themfelvcs, they fent 
to let the Englifli know they were now on the fpot where the 
^reaty had been concluded, and if they would march thither 
they would be combated; otherwife they would lofe their 
hoftages. The earl of Salilbury, on learning this, found the 
French were trickifti and had not any real intention of fighting, 
fo that he returned for anfwer by his own herald, who accom- 
panied the French herald, that if the conftable would advance 
two-thirds of the way, they would on foot perform the other 
^ third 5 
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After the relief' of Breft, the carl of SalKburjr 
put to lea to guard the coafts according to the or- 
ders he had received. Sir Robert Knolles fct out 
alfb from Breft, and arrived at his caftle of Derval. 
As foon as this was known, information of it was 
lent to the duke of Anjou, who was with the con- 
ftable near Nantes. They guefled what would be 
the confequence of this i for fir Robert broke alt 
the treaties which his coufin had entered into, and 
lent to tell the duke of Anjou and the conftabfe, 
that he Ihould not keep one article of them, as his ' 
people had not the power to enter into any treaty 
without his knowledge and confent. The duke, 
on hearing this, came in perfon to the liege of 
Derval* 



third; or, if the French would not do this, the Englifh woQld 
advance half of the way on foot, if the French would there meet 
them on foot: or, if the French would not accept either of thefe 
proportions, they were bound in jullice to return the hofta^SA 
for the Englifh had cheerfully and honourably performed their 
engagement.* 
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CHAP XLVIII. 

THE DUKE OF LANCASTER LAKOS AT CAtAtS. 

AND INVADES PICARDY. A PART OF HIS 

ARMY DEFEATED BY THE LORD DE BOURSIEXS* 
BEFORE RIBEMONTf.— ANOTHER PART OF HIS 
ARMY IS DEFEATED NEAR SOISSONS BY AN 
AMBUSCADE OF BURGUNDIANS AND FRENCH. 

T 7 P WARDS of three thoufand men at arms and 
^^ ten thoufand Englifli archers had landed at 
Calais. Three years before, this expedition had 
been planned and provided for : of courfe, it was 
well furniChed with all things. The following 
knights pafled over with the dukes of Lancafter 
and Brittanny: the earls of Warwick, Stafford and 
Suffolk, Edward lord Defpencer, firft baron of 
the realm, and at that time conftable of the army, 
the lords Willoughby, de la Pole, Baffet, Roos^ 
Latimer, lord Henry Percy, lord Lewis Clifford, lord 
William Bcauchamp, the canon de Robefar^ fir 
Walter Hewett, fir Hugh Calverley, Tir Stephen 
Coffington, fir Richard de Pontchardon, and many 
other knights and fquires from England s but I 
cannot name them all. 

The king of France, who knew well that the 
Engliih would crofs the fea, had reinforced his ci- 

* Denys Saavage calls him the lord de Sout>iie^ but gives no 
reafon for it. My MSS. have Bourfiers. 

f Ribemont is a tov^ in Picardy^ four leagues from St. 
Quendn. 
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tics, towns, caftlcs and forts in Picardy, ArtoiSj, 
and alfo in Vermandois, and had every where 
pofted men at arms in fufHcient numbers; fuch as 
Bretons, Burgundians, Picards, Normans^ and! 
many whom he had fubfidized from the empire. 

The Engliih left Calais as foon as ,they had 
mounted and arranged their carriages, of which 
they had great numbers. They marched in three 
battalions, and in fuch good order as it was not 
cafy to improv^e : that of the marfhals marched 
firft, of which the earls of Warwick and Suffi)]k 
were the leaders ; then the dukes of Lancafter ^ 
Brittanny, who had many gallant knights to ac.-* 
company them : the conftable, the lord.Dclpenccr# 
brought up the rear. They marched in clofe 
order, without any one being fufFered to quit his 
rank; and the van was always armed ready for 
combat. They were quartered together at nig^t, 
keeping a ftrong and ftridt guard to prevent a 
furprife. They advanced three leagues. a-day, and 
no one dared to march before the banners o£ the 
marfhals unlefs he had been ordered forward as a 
fcout. 

They paffed by Montrieul, of which the lord 
Handebourg* was governor, St. Omcr, and af- 
terwards Terouenne, but without attacking them* 
The light troops burnt all the lands of the count 
dc St. Pol, and the army advanced very aear to 
Arras, when the two dukes took up their fyi^n^r^ 
in the monaftery of St. £loy> and remained there 
two days. 

* Handebourg. Q^ 

They 
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They then marched off by the walls of Arras, 
but made no affault, for they knew it would be loft 
time. They came to Bray fur Sommc ♦, where 
the two marfhals had a fliarp engagement before the 
gates; for there was a good garrifon within of 
able knights and fquires of Picardy, under the 
command of the vifcount de Meaux and fir Raoul 
de Rayncval. The canon de Robefart ftruck down 
three* with his fpear before the gate, and the Ikir- 
mifh was fevere ; but the French fo well defended 
the gates, that they loft nothing. The En^ifh 
continued their march, following the courfe of the 
river Somme, which they thought to crofs between 
Ham, in Vcrmandois, and St. Qiientin. Thus 
did this army advance under the command of the 
duke of Lancafter, according to orders from the 
king his father. 

The lord de Bourfiers was at this time returning 
from Hainault into France, and arrived fo oppor- 
'tunely at Ham that the inhabitants moft earneftly 
entreated of him to remain there to affift them in 
defending their town againft the Englifli. He 
complied with their requeft, ftaying with them 
two days, during the time the Englifh paffed by, 
following the courfe of the river Somme, to enter 
the Vermandois and to crofs the river at the nar- 
roweft part. 

When the lord de Bourfiers heard that the Eng- 
IMh had almoft all pafled, and that they were ad- 



• Bray fur Somme,— a village of Picardy, eleftion of Pe- 
ronne. 

vancing 



Vancing towards St. Quentin and Ribcmontj vthtnt 
the lord du Chin, whofc daughter he had married^ 
pofTefTed a large eilate, and where he alfo had landi 
in right of his wife, he took leave of the citizens 
of Ham, who thanked him much for his fcr- 
vices, as he knew the caftle of Ribemont wa^ 
quite unprovided with men at arms. He was at- 
tended by as many companions as he could mufter, 
but they were few in number, and rode on until 
he came to St. Quentin, where he did not arrive 
without great danger, for the whole country was 
overfpread with Englifh. He got into the town 
juft in time, for the Englifh light troops came to 
the gates as he entered them. 

The lord de Bourfiers found there fir Willie 
des Bourdes, who was governor of it for the king i 
he was received by him joyfully, and much preiicd 
to ftay there, to help him in the defence of the 
town. 

The lord de Bourfiers excufed himfelf by faying, 
that he had undertaken to go to Ribemont, to de- 
fend that town and caftle, which was without any 
garrifon; and he entreated fir William fo much 
for afliftance that he gave him twelve crofs-bows. 
He had not advanced far before he faw a company 
of Englifli i but, as he knew the country well, he 
took a more circuitous road to avoid them : the 
Englifh never quitted their line of march. 

He was this whole day in much peril on his road 
towards Ribemont. He met a knight from Bur- 
gundy, called fir John de Bueil, who was going to 
St. Quentin j but, after fome converfation with the 

lord 
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lord de Bouf fiers J he returned with him towarda RI- 
bcmont. His force might now confift of about forty 
i^>ears and thirty crofs-bows. 

As they were approaching Ribemont, having 
fcnt forward one of their fcouts to inform ihe in- 
habitants that they were coming to their aid, they 
perceived a body of Enojlilh advancing, who ap- 
peared to confift of at leaft fourfcore men on horfe- 
back. The French faidj * Here are our enemies 
retiirniflg from pillage: let us meet them.' Upon 
which they ftruck fpurs into their horfes, and gal- 
loped off as faft as they could, crying out, ^ Notre 
Dame Ribemont:' they fell upon the Eriglifh, 
whom they defeated and flew. Happy were they 
who could efcape. 

When the French had thus conquered thefe 
Englifh, they came to Ribemont, where they 
found the lord du Chin, who a little before had 
entered the town with forty spears and twenty crofs- 
bows. Whilft thefe three noble knights were on 
the fquare of the town before the caftle, and many 
of their men had gone to their quarters to difarm 
chemfelves, they heard the fentinel on the caftlc- 
wjall cry out, * Here are men at arms advancing to 
die town-' On which they went nearer the caftle, 
and afl^ed how many he thought there might be : 
he anfwered, ^ About fourfcore.* Upon which, 
the lord de Bourfiers faid j ^ It behoves us to go 
and fight with them, for otherwife we fhall have 
much blame in having fufFered them thus to come 
tip to our very walls unnoticed.' . 

The 
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*rhc lord du Chiil replied ; ' Fair {bn> you faf 
well : order out our horfes, and difplay my bair- 
ner.' Sir John dc Bueil rejoined ; ' Gentlemen, 
you (hall not go without my company: biit I 
would* advife you to aft more deliberately in this 
bufinefs ; for peradventure they may be men at 
arms lightly mounted, whom the marftials or con- 
ftable may have fent hither to draw us out of our 
fbrtrefs, and our fally may turn out to our lofs/ 

The lord de Bourfiers faid ; ' If you will adopt 
my plan, we will go and fight them, and that as 
Ipeedily as may be; for, whatever may happen, I 
am determined to do fo.' On faying this, he 
fixed on his helmet and tightened his armour, and 
then fallied forth with about one hundred and 
twenty combatants. The Englifh were about 
fourfcore, part of the troop of fir Hugh Cal- 
verky, though fir Hugh himfelf had remained 
with the duke of Lancafter : there were as many 
as fix knights and other fquires, who had advanced 
to revenge the deaths of their c6mpanions. 

On the French coming out at the gate, they met 
the Englifli, who lowering their fpears, vigoroufly 
attacked them: they opened their ranks, when 
the Englifh galloped quite through: this caufed 
fo great a du(l that they could Icarcely diftin- 
guifli each other. The French foon formed 
again, and fliouted their cry of ' Notre Dame Ri- 
bemont !' Many a man was Unhorfed on both fides. 
The lord du Chin fought with a leaden mace, 
with which he fmaftied every helmet that came 

within' 
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within reach of it ; for he was a ilrong and Iv&y 
knight^ well made in all his limbs : but he him* 
fclf received fuch a blow on his cafque that he 
reeled, and would- have fallen to the ground had 
he not been fupported by his fquire. He fuflfered 
irom this blow as long as he lived. 

Several knights and fquires of the Englilh were 
greatly furprifcd that the arms on die lord du 
Chin's banners were prccifcly the fame as thofe of 
the lord dc Coucy, and faid, ' How is this ? has 
the lord de Coucy fent any of his men hither ? he 
ought to be one of our friends.' The batde was 
very mortal ; for in the end almoft all the Englifli 
were killed or made prifoners, few efcaping. The 
lord de Bourfiers took two brothers of the name ^ 
of Pembroke ; one a knight, the other a fquire. 
Sir John de Beuil took two others, with whom 
they retreated into Ribemont. 

The Englifh army marched by, but made no 
aflault i for they thought it would be lofing time. 
Orders were given to do no damage, by burning 
or otherwife, to the lands of the lord de Coucy, 
who was at the time in Lombardy, and interfered 
not with the wars in France. 

The Englifh fixed their quarters in the valleys 
below Laon and lower down than Bruyeres* and 
Crecyf, whence they did much mifchief, to the 
Laonnois. But before this, the king of France 



* Bruyeres,-^a town in Picardy, diocefe of Laon. 
t Crec)i fur Serre,— i town in Picardy, three leagues from 
Laon. 

' Vol. IV. R had 



S42 

hid ftrdcrcd every thing valuable to be carried 
into the towns and ftrong places, which were ifo 
well garrifoned that the Englifli could not gairt 
any thing by attacking them, nor indeed had they 
any thoughts of fo doing, but were only anxious 
that the French would meet them in battle in the 
plain. The king, however, had forbidden this 
very ftriftly in his daily orders. He had them 
followed by the reft of his cavalry fo clofe on their 
rear, as to intimidate them from quitting the main 
army. The French took up their quarters every 
evening in fortified towns, and in the day-time 
purfued the Englifh, who kept themfelves in a 
compaft body. 

It happened that one morning a party of Eng- 
lifli to the number of fix fcore lances, who were 
over-running the country beyond Soiflbns, fell into 
an ambufcade of Burgundians and French. It was 
commanded by fir John de Vienne, fir John dc 
Bueii, fir William des Bourdes, fir Hugh de Por- 
cien, fir John de Coucy, the vifcount de Meaux, 
the lords de Rayneval and de la Boue, with fc- 
veral more knights and (quires, amounting in the 
whole to full three hundred lances. They had 
follov/ed the JEnglifti^ and this night they had 
encamped in the fields of the Soiflbnnois, where 
they had placed an ambufcade in a fmall coppice. 
The Englifli came in the morning to plunder a 
village behind which their army was quartered. 
When' they had pafled the ambufli, the French 
fallied forth with banners and pennons difplayed. 
The Englifli, feeing fuch a large body fo near' 

them. 
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themj •halted, and would have fcnt to their army^ 
which was a good league off: but fir Walter Huet, 
a great Englifh captain, and near the fpot where 
this furprife happened, mounting his hoife in great 
hafte, his lance in its reft, but without helmet or 
vizor, and only his coat of mail on, galloped for- 
ward without further thought or confiderati<Mj : 
his men followed him .as well as they could. In 
the confufion, he had his neck quite pierced 
through with a fpear, and fell dead on the field. 

The Englifh fought very valiantly, but at laft 
were almoft all taken or idain. The French m^e 
prifoners of the following knights : fir Matthew 
Redmayne, fir Thomas Fowkes, fir Hugh Bru- 
denel, fir Thomas Spencer, fir Thomas Emerton, 
fir Nicholas Gafcoign, fir John Chandler, fir Phi- 
lip Cambray, fir John Harpedon, fir Matthew 
Gournay, fir Robert Twyford, fir Geoffry Say, fir 
John Bourchier, fir Geoffry Worfley, fir Lionel 
Daultryi and, of efquires, William Daultry, John 
Gaillard, Thomas Bradley, Henry Montford, Guy 
Hewett, John Meynil, William Goftwick, John 
Flamftead, Thomas SoUerant, William Quentin, 
Robert Boteler, Robert Audley, Ralph Stanley, 
aud Thomas Archer*. 

News was carried to the main body, that their 
men were engaged: upon which, the marfhals, 
with the whole army, haftened thither; though 
they could not make fuch fpced but that the bufi- 

* I have copied thefe names from Barnes. 
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nefs was-finifhed) and the Burgundians and Brench 
had ie& the field. 

The Englilh knew not where to feck 'the 
French. 

Thus paffed this action, according to the in- 
formation I have received, near to Soucy in the 
SoiiTonnois, the 20th September, 1363. 

After thefe two encounters at Ribemont and 
Soucy, nothing further befel the duke of Lan- 
caftcr and his army that is worth mentioniM. 
They marched through various narrow palles and 
defiles, but kept in clofe and good order. The coun- 
cil of the king of France therefore faid to him ; 
* Let them go : by their fmoke alone they cannot 
deprive you of your kingdom : they will "be tiredl; 
foon, and their force will diflblve away ; for as 
ftorms and tempefts appear fometimes in tremens 
dous forms over a whole country, yet they diffi- 
pate of themfelves, and no effential harm happens^ 
(bus will it befal thefe Engliih/ 
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CHAP. XLIX. 

THE HOSTAGES SENT FROM OERVAL ARE Bl« 

HEADED. SIR ROBERT KNOLLES RETALIATES 

ON THOSE PRISONERS WHOM HE HAD TAKEN* 
I^THE DUKE OF LANCASTER FINISHES HIS 
JSXPEDITION. 

CIR Robert, KnoUcs, as I have before relatedj 
^ was returned to his caftle of Derval, which he 
confidered as his own inheritance, and had de- 
termined to break the treaty which had been en- 
tered into by his coufin and the duke of Anjou : on 
which account, the duke himfelf was come to the 
fiege of Perval, attended by numbers from Brit- 
tany, Poitoy and the lower countries. 

The king of France was defirous that his confta- 
ble, who was there, and the lord de Cliffon, with 
feveral more, Ihould return to France, to affift his 
brother the duke of Burgundy in the purfuit of the 
Englifh. He frequently renewed thefe orders to 
the different lords, who wer? anxious to obey them> 
and alfo to gain poffelllon of this caftle of Der- 
val. 

When the day was ps^ffed pn which the caftle w^s 
to, have been furrcndercdji ;he bcfiegers wondered 
what the garrifon were thinking on : they imagined 
th^t fir Robert KnoUes had thrown himfelf into it 
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with reinforcements. The duke and conftablc fcnt 
to fir Robert, and to fir Hugh Broc who had made 
the treaty. 

The herald, on arriving in the fquarc of the 
caftle, faid to the gentlemen prefent s * My lords 
. fend me here to enquire from you the rcafons> 
•Which they would willingly learn, why you do not 
ranfom your hoftages by furrendcring the caftle 
according to the terms of the treaty to which you, 
fir Hugh, have fworn. 

Sir Robert KnoUes then addreffed the herald, 
faying ; ^ Herald, you will tell your mafters, that 
my coufin had no authority to enter into any. capi- 
tulation or treaty without my confentfirft had j and 
you will now return with this anfwer from mc/ 

The herald went back to his lords, and related 
to them the meflage fir RobertXnolles had charged 
him with : they fent him again to tell the garrifon, 
that from the tenor of the treaty, they ought not to 
have received any one into the fort, and that they 
had received Sir Robert KnoUes, which they fhould 
not have done 5 and likewifc to inform them for ^ 
truth, that if the caftle was not furrendered, the 
hoftages would be beheaded. 

Sir Robert replied s * By God, herald, I will not 
lofe my caftle for fear of the menaces of your lords j 
and if it fliould happen that the duke of Anjou, 
through arrogance, puts my friends to death, I 
will retaliate; for I have here in prifon feycral 
knights and fquires of France, and if I were of- 
fered one hundred thoufand franc§ I would not 
fliew mercy to any one of them.* 

When 
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When the herald had delivered this anfwef, 
the duke of Anjou fent for the headfman, and 
ordered the hoftagcs, who were two knights and 
a fquire, to be brought forth, and had them be- 
headed before the caftlc, fo that thofc within 
might fee and know them. 

Sir Robert Knolles inftandy ordered a table to 
be fixed without fide of the windows of the caftle^ 
and had led there four of his prifoners, thttt 
knights and a fquire, for whom he might have 
had a great ranfom, but he had them beheaded 
and flung down into the ditch, the heads on one 
fide and the bodies on the other. 

The fiege was raifed after this, and all the men 
at arms returned to France ; even the duke of 
Anjou went to Paris to vifit the king his brother : 
the conftablcj with the lord de Cliflbn and others^ 
marched to the city of Troyes, for the Englifh 
were already in that part of the country : th^ 
had crofied the river Marne, and were taking the 
road towards Auxerre. 

At this time, pope Gregory XL had fent the 
archbifhop of Rouen and the biftiop of Carpen- 
tras in legation to France, to endeavour, Af pof- 
fible, to make peace between ithe kings of Frahce 
and England : thefe two prelates had many diffi- 
culties in travelling towards the king of France 
and his brothers, and afterwards to the duke of 
Lancafter : the Englifh, however, kept advancing 
through the country of Forets, having paflcd 
Auvergrie, Limoufin, and the rivers Loire, AI- 
lier^ Dordonne, and Lot. Neidier the Englifh 

R' 4 nor 



34S 

nor French were much at their cafe in this cxpc-i 
dition : three knights of Hainault, fir Fatcres dc 
Berlammontj fir Bridol de Moixtagin, and le bcguc 
de Warlan, as well as feme on the fide of the 
Englifti, died on their march. 

The dukes of Lancaftcr and Brittany continued 
their route with the army until they were arrived 
at Bergerac, four leagues from Bourdtaux, cond:-. 
nually purfued by the French. 

The duke of Anjou and the conftabk of Frana 
were in the upper countries near Rouergue, Rd- 
dais« and Touloufe« and had advanced as far as * 
Perigueux, where they had fixed their quarters. 

The two before-mentioned prelates journeyed 
from each party, preaching to them feveral rea- 
fons why they fliould come to an agreement. Bi* 
each held fo obftinately to his own opinion that 
they would not make any conceffions, without 
haying confiderable advantages given them. 

The duke of Lancafter came to Bourdeaux about 
Chriftmas ; and the two dukes remained there the 
whole winter and the following Lent. Several 
knights went away, on the expedition being 
finifhed : the lord Baflet and his company returned 
to England, for which king Edward reprimanded 
him. 
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CHAP L. 

^E DUKE OF ANJOU'S CAMPAIGN INTO UFPIH 

GASCONY*, 

• . - • 

SOON after Eafter, in the year 1374, the diiic 
of Anjou, who refided at Pcrigord, made a 
^eat mufter of his forces ; at which the con- 
ftable of France and the greater part of the barons 
and knights of Brittany, Poitou, Anjou, Tou-» 
raine, were prefent. There were alfo, from Gaf- 
cony, f|r John d'Armagnac, the lords d*Albrct 
and de Perigord, the counts de Comminges and 
de l^afbonne, the vifcounts de Caraman, de Vil* 
leipure and de Thalar^ the count dauphin d'Au- 
vcrgne : moft of the l6fdi of Auvergne and of 
Limoufin: the vifcount de Minedon, the lords de 
fa Barde and de Pincornet, and fir Bertrand de 
pharde. They amounted to fifteen thoufand men 
pn foot, and a large body of Genoefe and crols« 
bpws. They began their march towards upper 
Gaicony, and came before St. Silvierf, of which 
an abbot was lord. Notwithftanding it was talked 
of as a ftrpng town, the abbot was afraid of lofing 
It by force; fo that he began to treat with the 
duke of Aiijou, telling him that neither himfelf 

* Pqr a more chronojlogieal account of this campaign^ lee 
^ Idft. de Languedoc, vol. iv. p. 580. 
t St. Silvier. Probably St Sever de Roftaa, in Bigone. 

nor 
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nor his territories wilhed to wage war againft hin?, 
or in any way incur his indignation, and that the 
ftrength of his town and all he could bring to de- 
fend it were as nothing in comparifon with the 
towns and caftles of upper Gafcony, whither, it 
wpis fijppofed, he intended to march. He there- 
fore entreated that he might remain in peace, upon 
the terms that he Ihould obfervc an exa<3: neutral- 
ity ', and that, whatever thofe lords of Gafcooiy 
who pofleffed mefne fiefs fliould do, he would do 
the fame. His requeft was granted^ on his ^^wiig 
*hoHages, who were fent to prifon in Perigueux. 
. The whole army, of which the duke of Anjouwas 
commander, piarched away towards Montmarfcn*, 
and the town of Lourdef in uj^er Gafcony, of 
which fir Arnold de Vire was governor. The 
French befieged and furroiinded it on all fides, 
having firft demanded if they w^r^ willing to fur- 
render themfelves to the duke of Anjou. The 
inhabitants of Lourde foon agreed to it ; but the 
Icnight faid, that the count de Foi^ had appointed 
him to that pofl:, and he would pQt furrender it 
to any man except to him. ^ 

When the confliable of France he^rd this, he 
ordered the army to advance and brifkly affault it, 
which they did with fo much vigour that the town 
was taken arid the governor flain, as well as fcvcral 
men and women : the town was pillaged and ruined, 



• Montmarfen, — a town in Gafcony. 
t Lourde,<^a town in Gafcony ^•^the ci^pit^l of the Yallc| 
of Lavedan^ dioceib of Tarbes. 

and 
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and left in that ftate : however, on their departure 

they placed therein fome of their men. 

The French entered the lands * of Chatcl-boii,i 
.which they defpoiled^ they then paffcd through 

tne territories of Chatel-neuf, which they attacked^ 
^d continued their march upwards towards Biemc, 
jVid came to the entrance of the lands of the lord 
^rEfcut: they advanced until they came to a 
^gpod town and ftrong caftle, called Sault f, which 
,Was dependant on the county of Foix. 
', The prince of Wales had frequendy intended, 
^^re his expediuon to Spain, to make war on 
]the count! de Foix for all thefe mefne fiefs, which 
ie |iad in Gafcony, becaufe the count would not 
.acknowledge that he held them from him : the af- 
i^r had remained in this fituation in confequence 
of the Spanifli expedition. Now, however, the 
duke of Anjou, who was conquering all Aquitaine, 
feemcd willing to take poffcflion of it, and had 
rfius befieged Sault in Gafcony, which was not a 
trifle nor eafy to gain : the governor of it was fir 
William de Pau. 

When the count heard they were conquering 
his lands and the mefne fiefs, for which it was but 
juft he ftiould pay homage either to the kings of 
France or England, he fent for the vifcount de 

~ ' . ■ . . ■ 

• Thefe lands are beyond the Pyrenees : therefore, it more 
probably alludes to the town of Maavoi£n and the other lands 
the vifcount held under the king of England. — See Hift. de 
Languedoc, vol. iv. p. 583. 

t Saalt de Navaille,-?-a finall town in Gafcoay* near 
Orthez. 

Chatcl^ 
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CMtcI-Bon, the lords de Marlcri and de TEfcuf, 
and the abbot de St. Silvicr. He then demanded 
> paflpoit from the duke of Anjou, who was oc-* 
cupied with the f;^ege of Sault, that they miglit 
wait upon him in fafety : the duke granted it. 
They therefore went and held a conference wiA 
him and his council, when it was agreed that die 
afbrefaid lords and their territories fhould lenuda 
in peace until the middle of Auguft, on coAcfidoa 
tha.t thofe who fhould then be the ftrongcll befbit 
tfie town of Monfac ♦ on the part of the kings of 
Fwnce or of Englandj^ and there keep the ficWi 
ihoyld have the enjoyment of thefe rig^ts^ and tp 
that party thefe lords of mcfhe fiefs (hould evo* 
after belong; Th^ count de Foix and the o&fft 
lords gave hoftages for th^ir due pcrfbrmance of 
this iBgi^ement. The duke of Anjou returned tfi 
Perigucux with his army, but did not difmifs anj" 
one. 



HBHa«|Mi> 



A town in Perigord^ near Bergerac. 
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CHAP. LL *' 



THE SARL OE PEMBRORB AND HIS COMPANtONS 

ARE RANSOMED. A SHORT TRUCE 6ETWESM 

THE FRENCH AND ENGLISH.— BECHEREL SUR- 
RENDERS ON TERMS.— THE DEATH OF THE 

EARL OF PEMBROKE. 

i 

A BOUT this time there was an exchange made 
^^ of the lands of the conftable of France and 
fir Oliver dc Mauny, which the king of Spain 
had given to them for their gallant fcrvices. The 
conftable exchanged his ellate of Soria in Caftiile 
fiir the carl of Pembroke, who had been made 
prifbner off la Rochelle. Sir Oliver de Mauny 
gayc up his cftate of Grette for fir Guifcard d' An- 
gle and his nephew WiUiam, Otho de Grantfon, 
Jolin de Griniercs and the lord de Tannaybouton, 

. Whilft this treaty was going forward, another 
was opened between the dukes of Anjou and of 
Lanc^er, through the means of the two before 
mentioned prelates* The duke of Lancafter fent, 
iiftder pafiports, to the duke of Anjou at Perigord, 
(where he refided and governed as king or regent 
Ae lordfiiips of England and France,) the canon 
de Robefart, and the lords William Hellunay and 
Thomas Douville. A truce was agreed on, be- 
tween thefe dukes and their allies, until the lafl 
day of Auguft ; and they engaged themfclves to 
he, in the month of September, in the country of 

Picardy,— » 
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Picardy, — ^the duke of Anjou at St. Omer, and the 
duke of Lancailer at Calais. 

After this truce, the dukes of Lancafter and of 
Brittany, the earls of Warwick, Suffolk and Staf- 
ford, the lords de Spencer and Willoughby, the 
canon de Robefart, lord Henry Percy> the lord 
Manne *, with the other lords and knight^, fet out 
from Bourdeaux the 8 th day of July, and returned 
to England. 

Sir John Appleyard and fir J ohn Corncwall Ijcld 
their caftle of Bcch^rel for nearly a year againft the . 
French, who were clofely befiegiug it, and had 
much conftrained them ; but not receiving any in. 
telligence of fuccours coming to their afliftancei 
and their provifions beginning to fail, they held a 
council whether it would not be advifable to oficr 
terms for its furrender. They entered, therefore, 
into a treaty with the lords d'Hambuye, d'Efton- 
villc, de Blainville, de Frainville, and the barons 
of Normandy, who were quite tired with the fiegc 
having continued fo long. But they would noc 
conclude any thing without the knowledge of the 
king of France. He confented, that if the duke 
of Brittany in perfon did not come in fufficient 
force before Becherel, by All Saints-day next ap- 
proaching, to raife the iiege, the garrifon fhould ' 
furrender on capitulation. Hoftages were given 
to obferve thefe terms. 

The earl of Pembroke was ranfomed for 1 20,000 
francs, which the Lombards of Bruges agreed to 

* Q;_ Maine. 

pay 
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pay when he fliould be arrived in good health at 
Bruges. The earl journeyed, under the paflport 
of the conftable, through the kingdom of France : 
but a fever, or fome other ficknefs, overtook him 
on the road, fo that he was obliged to travel in a* 
litter unto the city of Arras, where his diforder in- 
creafed fo much as to occafion his death. The 
conftable, by* this event, loft his ranfom^% u^ 

The earl of Pembroke left by his fecond'wife, 
the lady Anne, daughter of lir Walter Manny, a 
fair fon, who at that time was two years old. 

Sir Guifcard d'Angle obtained his ranfom, as 
you Ihall hear. You remember that the lord 
dc Roye remained prifoner in England : he had an 
only daughter, a great heirefs. The friends of 
the lord de Roye entered into an agreement widi 
fir Oliver de Mauny, a Breton knight, and nephew 
to fir Bertrand du Guefclin, that if he could deliver 
the lord de Roye from his prifon by means of an 
exchange, he Ihould have the daughter of the 
baron dc Roye for his wife, who was of very high 
birth.. 

Upon this, fir Oliver de Mauny fent to the king 
of England, to knoV which^ of the knights he 
would wilh to have] fet at liberty for the lord 
de Roye. The king was moft inclined for fir Guif- 
card d' Angle. The lord de Roye wts therefore 



• The conftable carried on, for three years, a fruitlefs law- 
falt with the Flemifh merr.hants for thb ranfom, which they re- 
fufed to pay. He at length gave up his claim to the king of 
France for 50,000 Francs.— ^^. de intagne. 

fent 
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lent home free^ and the lord de Mftunj e4>oiifed 
his daughter. 

Shordy afterwards, the lord de Roye himlctf 
married the daughter of the lord de Yille and 
de Floron in Hainault. 

The other knights, that is to fay> the lord ii 
Tannaybouton, fir Otho de Grantfon, and fir Johij 
de Gf^iucres obtained their liberties, and com* 
poimded in a handfome manner for their ranfom 
with fir Oliver de Mauny. 
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CHAP. Ltt, 

SEVERAL TOWNS IN OASCONY SURRSMDEA TO 
THE KING OF FRANCE.— SIR HUGH DE CHAS- 
TILLON RETURNS FROM PRISON.— THE CASTLE 
OF BECHEREL SURRENDERS TO THE FRENCH^ 

XX7HEN the middle of August approached, 
^ ^, which was the appointed time for the meet- 
ing before Monfac, the duke of Ajijou arrived 
with a grand array of men at 'arms. He fixed his 
quarters in the plain before Monfac, where he was 
lodged for fix days without any one coming to meet 
him;. The Englifli thought that the truce which 
had been entered into would have annulled this 
^agreement. But the duke of Anjou and his coun- 
-"il did not confider it in this light. Sir Thomas 

Fclton, 
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!lFclton'5 ^ncfchal of • Baurdeauxi - argued •the; 
matter for a long time ; but he could not gain any 
diing. 

Thedukc^ therefore, fent to the count de Foix, 
the vifcount de Chatel Boni to the lords de Marfen, 
dc Ghateauneuf, de i'Efcut, and to the. abbot de 
Sc Silvier, to fummon them to keep their agree- 
ments, or he would put to death their hoftages> 
and enter their lands in fuch a manner as would 
oblige them to throw themfelves on his mercy* 

Thefe lords, therefore, placed themfelves and 
their lands under the obedience of the king of 
France. The inhabitants of Mpnfac opened their 
gates, and prefented the keys to the duke of Anjou, 
doing to him fealty and homage. The lords who 
attended the duke entered the town with him, 
where they remained for eighteen days; during 
which time they held councils as to what part they 
ihould next march» 

Shordy after the middle of August, when the 
truces which had been entei-ed into between the 
Englilh and French in Gafcony were expired, thefe 
lords recommenced the war. The duke of Anjou, 
came before la Reole * ] and, after three days fiege, 
the inhabitants fubmitted to the king of France. 
From thence he marched to Langonf, which alfo 
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• La Rcole,— 'a town in Bazadois, cighteea leagues and a half 
from Boardea«x. 

t Langon« — a tOrva in Bazadois, fix leagues from Bourdcaux. 

Vol. IV- ^ . S fur- 



furrcndired i is did St. Macairfc*, CcBdwnf, Ba* 
fiUcJ, la Tour de Prudence, Mculcan§ and la 
Tour dc Drou, Full forty towns and cafties turned 
to the French in this expedition: the laft was 
Auberochef, The duke of Anjou placed in afl 
of them men at arms and garrifons j and, when 
he had arranged every thing according to his plea-' 
fure, he and the conftable returned to Paris, for 
the king liad fent for them. 

He difmiffed, therefore, the greater part of his 
army : and the lords de Cliffon, de Beaumaitdir, 
d'Avaugour, de Ray, de Riom, the vifcounts de 
la Val, de Rohan, and the other barons, returned 
to the fiege of Becherel, to be ready at the time 
appointed ^ for it was reported that the duke of 
Brittany, fir Robert Knolles and the lord dc 
Spencer ;would attempt to raife the fiege. 

You have before heard how fir Hugh de Cha- 
tillon, mafter of the crofs bows, had been made 
prifoner near Abbeville, by fir Nicholas .Louvain, 
and carried into England : he was unable to obtain 
his liberty on account of the large fum aflccd for 
his ranfom : however, a flemifh merchant ftepped 
forward, and exerted himfelf fo efFeftually that he 



* St. Macaire, — nine leagues frcm Bourdeaux. 
f Condom, a city of Gaf^ony, four leagues from the Ga- 
ronne. 

t BafiUe. Not in Gazetteer. 

§ Mauleon, a town in Armagnac, diocefe Aire. 

f Auberoche,— a town in Perigord near Perigueux. 

cunningly 
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cunningly got him out of Engkild. tt W&uld take 
too much time to enter into the whole detail of 
this bufinefs : therefore, I fhall pafs it over. 

When he was returned to France, the king gave 
him back his office of matter of the crofs-bows, 
and fent him to Abbeville, as he had before done, 
to guard that frontier, with two hundred lances 
tinder his command. All the captains of caftlcs 
and towns were ordered to obey him ; fuch as fir 
John de Berthouilliers governor of Boulogne, fir 
Henry des Ifles governor of Dieppe, and thofc 
^ho commanded in the frontier towns of Te- 
Touenne, St. Omer, Liques, Fiennes and Mon- 
troye. 

It happened that the lord de Gommegines, go- 
' vcrnor of Ardres, and fir- John d'Ubrues, collec- 
ted their forces in Ardres, to the amount of about 
eight hundred lances. They marched, one morn- 
ing early, well mounted, towards Boulogne, to 
fee if they Ihould meet with any adventures. 

That fame morning, fir John de Berthouilliers, 
governor of Boulogne, had also mado an excurfion, 
with about fixty lances, towards Calais, and with 
the fame intent. On his return, he was met by the 
lord de Gommegines and his party, whp imme- 
diately charged the French, aud overthrew them, 
fo that their captain faved himfclf with great diffi- 
culty, but loft fourteen of his lancemen. The 
lord de Gommegines, after the purfuit, returned 
• to Ardres. 

The mafter of the crofs-bows this day made a 

S 2 muftcr 
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raufter of his forces : he had with him a great 
number of men at arms from Artois, Vcrmandois, 
and from that neighbourhood : in all, upwards of 
three hundred lances. 

The count de St. Pol, who had lately come to 
Picardy from his eftates in Lorraine, was on his 
road to fulfil a pilgrimage to our Lady of Boulogne : 
he was informed on his way, that the maftcr of the 
crofs-bows was about to undertake an excurfion^ 
which made him wifti to be of the party : they 
therefore rode together, and advanced before 
Ardres, where they remained drawn up for fomc* 
time ; but they knew nothing of the Englifli being 
abroad, nor the Englifh of them. 

After the French had continued fome time 
before Ardres, and faw that none attempted to 
fally from the town^ they began their retreat to- 
wards the abbey of Liques. No fooner had they 
marched away than an Englifhman privately left 
the place, and rode through lanes and crofs-roads. 
(for he knew the country well) until he met the 
lord de Gommegines and his party returning to 
Ardres, who, when he learnt the expedition of 
the French, flowly advanced with his men in a 
compaft body. 

When the French had paflfedTourneliem, having 
aJfo had intelligence of the Englifh being abroad 
under the command of the governor of Ardres, 
they immediately marched towards them, and 
placed an ambufcade in a coppice, above Liquejs, 
of three hundred lances, of which fir Hugh de 

ChatUlon 
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Chatillon was the captain. The young count d^ 
St. Pol was ordered forward on the look-out, and 
with him went many knights and fquircs. 

Not far diftant, by the lidc of a large hedge, 
the lord de Gommegines and fir Walter Ukeucs* 
had halted, and drawn up their force on foot in a 
very handfome manner. Sir John Harlestone fet 
cfF on a gallop, with twenty lances, to entice the 
French into this ambufcade, faying he would al- 
low himfclf ta be purfued to the place where they 
were : he therefore entered the plain* 

The young count de St. Pol, who was arrived 
tfcither with a hundred lances, Ipying fir John 
Harleftone's troop, called out to his companions, 
* Forward, forward! here are our enemies.' Upon 
which they ftuck fpurs into their horfes, and 
haftened as faft as they could to come up with the 
Englifc. But fir John Harleflione began his re- 
treat, allowing them to purfue him until he came 
to the hedge where the Englifli were drawn up, 
with their archers in front. . 

On the arrival of the French, the Englifli re- 
ceived them with battle-axes, fwords and fpears : 
the archers began fo brific an attack that men and 
horfes Were overthrown. Many gallant deeds were 
done J but in the end the French were furrounded, 
ilnd the greater part flain. The young count de 
St. Pol was made prifoner by a fquire of Gueldres : 
the lords de Pons and de Clary, fir William de 

iP*— *• ■ ■ ' ' ' ■■■■■» I W| 

^ He Is before called fir John d'Ubruue8« 

S 3 Niellc, 
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Nicllc, fir Charles de ChatiUon, Lconnct d'AraincSj^ 
Guy dc Vaifnel, Henry des Ifles and John his bro- 
ther, the chatelain de Beauvais and feVeral other 
knightS and fquires were alfo captured. 

Shortly after this defeat, the lord de Chatilloiij 
came, with his banner and three hundred lances^ 
to the path of the hedge j but, when he faw that;- 
his nien were defeated, he wheeled about with his 
troops, and returned without ftriking a blow ; upon 
this, the Engiifli and Hainaulters led their pri- 
foners to the town of Ardres. ^ 

The lord de Gommegines, that evening, bought 
the count de St. Pol from the fquirc who had 
taken him : he foon after tarried him to England, 
and prefented him to the king, who thanked him 
kindly for fo doiag, and made him great prefents. 

When the duke of Anjou and the conftable were 
returned to Paris from Gafcony, they found the 
archbifliop of Rouen ahd the biftiopof Carpentras 
had been fome time with the king. Thefe pre- 
lates continued their journey, and arrived at St. 
Omer. The duke of Lancafter and the lord 
Bacinier had croffed the fea to Calais, and from 
thence went to Bruges. The duke of Anjou foon 
after came to St. Omer in grand array, and fcnt 
for his couiin fir Guy de Blois to meet him, who 
left Hainault handfomely equipped to w^t on the 
duke. 

The conftable of France, the lords de ClifiTon, 
de la Val, and fir Oliver de Maunny, with upwards 
of fix hundred lances, had pofted themfelves on 

the 



the frontiers between France and Flanders, nf^^r p^ 
Aire, la Croix, Bailleul, Caflcl, and in that neigii- 
bourhood, to guard the country, and tp prevent 
iny injury being offered to the count of Flan- 
ders } for he had npt any great confidence in the 
negotiators, nor would he go to Bruges notwith- 
standing their earneft folicitations. 

You have before heard how the garrifon of 
Bechcrel had held out for upwards of a year, and 
bad entered into a capitulation to furrender, if 
;|iey were not relieved before AU-faints-day. 
When the day was near approaching, the king of 
France ordered thither many men at arms ; and 
all the knights of Brittanny and Normandy were 
entreated to be there, except fuch as were with 
the conftable. The two marlhals of France, the 
lord Louis de Sanccrre and Lord Mouton de Blain- 
viUe, the carl of Harcourt, fir James de Vienne 
admiral of France, the dauphin of Auvergne, fir 
John de Bueil and feveral more arrived before 
B^cherel. Thefe lords kept the day with great 
fofcmnity ; but as none appeared to relieve the 
caftle, it was furrendered, and thofe who were fo 
inclined left it. Sir John Appleyard and fir John 
Cornwall marched out with their men, embarked 
and crofltd over to England. The barons of 
France took pofleflion of the place, which they 
repaired, re-viftualled and reinforced with men, 
provifion and artillery. 

By orders from the king of France, thefe men 
at arms (hordy after laid fiege to St. Sauveur le 

S 4 Vicomte 
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Vlcomte in Coutanrin, which had belonged to fir 
John Chandos; and after his death the king of 
England had given it to fir Aleyne Boxhull, who 
at that tiqie was in England : he had left there as 
governor a fquire called Carenton *, with fir 
Thomas Cornet, Jphn de Burgh, and the three 
brothers Maulevriers : there might be with them 
about fix fcore companions, all armed and ready 
for defence. St. Sauveur was firft befleged oq Ae 
fide next the fea by fir John de Vienne admiral of 
France, with all the barons and knights of Brit- 
tany and Normandy. There was alfb a large 
army before it, with plenty of every thing.. Thefe 
lords of France had pointed large engines againft 
it, which much harraflfed the garrifon. 







* Probably CarringtoQ. 
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CHAP. Lin. 

A TRUCE AGREED ON AT BRUGES BETWEEN THE 

KINGS OF FRANCJe AND ENGLAND. THE DUKB 

OF BRITTANY RETIRES TO HIS OWN COUNTRY, 
AND REGAINS SOME OF HIS TOWNS AND 
CASTLES, 

\KZS Will now return to the noUe negotiators at 
Bruges, that is to fay, the dukes of Anjou * 
and Burgundy, the count de Saltzbourg, the biihop 
of Amiens, the eleded biihop of Bayeux -, the duke 
of Lancafter, the earl of Salifbury and the bifhop 
of London f. In order that no harm might happen 
to thefe Lords, nor to their people, who were 
going from one to the other, it was agreed there 
fhould be a truce, to lafl: to the firft of May 137^, 
in all the country between Calais and the river 
Somme s but that it fliould not interfere with the 
other parts of the country now at war. Upon 
this being done, the lords de Cliflbn and de la 

* The hiflorian of Langaedoc iays» the dulce of Anjoa was 
not prefent at this meeting, but in Avignon ; and that, when 
the treaty was concluded, the duke of Burgundy feat from 
Bruges orders for the ienefchal of Beaucaire to publiih iu*-Vol. 
iv. p. 357. 

Paffports were, however, granted to the duke of Anjoo, by 
Edward^ tocometo Bruges.-^RrMER. 

f In addition, there were, fir John Cobham, fir Frank van 
Hall, fir Arnold Savage, and mafter John Shepeyef and mafter 
Simon Multon> dodors ofiaws^— rSee their warrant in Rymer. 

Val 



266 

Val were fcnt back to Brittany with their forces, 
to aflift in guarding that country and the neigh- 
bouring frontiers. 

During the time thefe negotiations were going, 
forward at Bruges, the duk,e .of Brittany, as has 
been before faid, remained in England,, where 
he felt much for the diftrefs of his country, the 
greater part of which had turned againft him : hi^ 
duchefs alfo was bcfieged and (hut up it^ the 
caftle of Auray. The duke, while he refided with 
the king of England, was very melancholy : t^on 
wbich^ the king, who much loved him^ faid j 
* Fair fon, I well know that through your affeftion, 
to me, you have put into the bala;nce3^. and rifked, a 
handfome and noble inheritance : but be afiured 
tt^at I will recover it for you again, for I will ij^ever 
make peace with the French without your being 
reinftated. On hearing thefe fine prorhifes, the 
duke bowed refpcftfuUy to the king and humbly 
'thanked him. 

Soon after this converfation, the duke of Brit* 
tany affembled at Southampton two thoufand men 
at arms and three thoufand archers, who all re-^ 
ccived their pay for half a year in advance^i by 
orders from the king of England*. 



** Edward nominated the earl of Cambridge conjointly with 
the duke of Brittany his lieutenants in Frai:ic% with full powers 
to a£l as they pleafed^ without prejudice to the jights of the 
duke or to the patrimony of the churchy dated 24th Novem- 
ber i374.-r-See Rymer. 

AmOD^ 
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Among the commanders w^c the earls of Cam- 
bridge and March, the lord de Spencer, fir Thomas 
Holland, fir Nicholas Camoire, fir Edward Twi- 
ford, fir Richard dc Pontchardon, fir John Lefley, 
fir Thomas Grantfon, fir Hugh Haftings, the lords 
de Manne* and de la Pole, with many odier 
knights -and fquires. 

The duke and all his men at arms arrived at 
St. Matthieu de Fine Poterne in Brittany, where^ 
after they had difembarked, they attacked the 
caftle very fliarply. This caftle was out of the 
town, and ill fupplied with men and artillery, (q 
that the Englifti took it by fl:orm, and flew all 
who were in it. When the inhabitants of the town, 
were informed of this, they opened their gates, 
and received the duke as their lord. 

The Englifti next advanced to the town of St. 
Pol de Leon, which was ftrong and well incloied. 
The duke took his fl:ation; and, during a mar- 
velloufly well condufted attack, the archers, 
who were pofl:ed on the banks of the ditches, fliot 
fo excellently, and fo much together, that fcarcely 
any dared appear to defend them : the town was 
therefore taken and pillaged. 

After this, they came before St. Brieu, which 
at that time was well provided with men at arms 
and all other provifions and ftores ; for the lords de 
Cliflfon, de Beaumanoir, the vifcount de Rohan, 
and many other barons of Brittany, whofe quarters 
^were at Lamballe, had lately been there and had 

• Q^ Maine. 

reinforced 
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reinforced it with every thing neceflary. The 
duke and the Englifh befiegcd this town. 

When the garrifon of St. Sauveur le Vicomtacr 
heard that the duke of Brittanjr and the Englifli 
lords were arrived in Brittany, they cxpeftcd 
them to come and raife their fiegc ; which they 
much defired, for they were gready ftraitened by 
the engines, which day and night caft ftones into 
the caftle, fo that they knew not where to retire to 
avoid them. Having called a council, they re- 
folved to make overtures to the French lords, to 
obtain a truce for fix weeks, until Eafter 1375) 
and propofcd, that if within that time there ihould 
not come any relief, which might be fufficient to 
offer battle and raife the fiege, they would fur- 
render themfclves, their lives and fortunes being 
fpared, and the fortrcfs fhould be given up to the 
kmg of France. This treaty went off, and the 
fiege continued ; but no harm was further done to 
thofe of St. Sauveur, for the befiegers and garrifon 
were both inaftive. 
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CHAP. UV. 

SOME BRETON LORDS OF THE FRENCH PARTY ARS 
NEAR BEING TAKEN BY THE DUKE OF BRIT- 
TANY, BUT ARE DELIVERED BY THE TRUCES 
AT BRUGES. 

^T^HE vlfcount de Rohan, the lords de Cliflbn 
^ and dc Beaumanoir were guarding the fron- 
,tiers ^ainft the duke of Brittany and the Engliih^ 
at that time before St. Brieu. Sir John DevereiMc 
was then quartered near to Quimperle, and was 
deftroying that part of the country : he had caufcd 
to be repaired and fortified by the peafants a fmall 
fort which he had made his garrifon, and called it 
the New Fort, in which he refided, fo that none 
could venture out of the town without rilk of being 
taken* This information the townfmen of Quim- 
pcrlc fcnt to the lord de Cliflbn and the other lords 
at Lamballe. 

They marched immediately thither, leaving a 
fufficiency of men to guard that town, and rode on 
until they came before this new fort, which they 
furrounded. News of this was carried to the 
Britifh army before St. Brieu. The duke had or- 
dered a mine to be fprung, which they had worked 
at for fifteen days ; but at that moment the miners 
had loft their point, fo that it was neceflary for 
them to begin another : which when the duke and 
the lords of his army heard, they faid among them- 

felvcs ', 
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fclvcs; ' Every thing confidcrcd, we arc but 
lofing time here : let us go to the afliftance of 
fir John Dcvereux, and if w<: fhall be able to fall 
in with thofe who are befieging him in the open 
field, we (hall perform a good exploit. Upon Ab, 
they held a council, and marched off, taking the 
road for the new fort, which the lor<ls of BHtt^y 
were then affaulting. They had done fo iBluch 
that they were already at the foot of the walls, and 
dreaded not what might be thrown down upon 
them i for they were well fliiclded, but thofe within 
the fort had not wherewithal to araxoy them in 
that manner, 

Juft at this^ inftant, a fcout came with fpced to 
the lords of Brittany who were bufy at the afiault, 
faying, ' My lords, make off in hafte from hence ; 
for the Englifti are coming with the duke of Brit- 
tany, and they are not more than two leagues off.' 
The trumpet founded a retreat: they tollcftcd 
themfelvcs together, called for their horfes, fet off, 
and entered Quimperle which was hard by. They 
clofed the gates.; but fcarcely had they nufed the 
draw-bridges, and ftrengthened the barriers, when 
the duke of Brittany with the barons of England 
were before it. They had pafled by the neW fort, 
and fpoken with fir John Devereux, who thanked 
them exceedingly for coming, otherwife he muft 
have been very ftiortly made prifoner. 

The duke and the Englifh formed the fiege of 
Quimperle, and ordered their archers and foot 
foldiers, well fliielded, to advance, when a fliarp 
attack commenced; for the.Englifli, as well as 

thofe 
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thofe in ihe tx>wn were very determuted ; fo that 
there were many wounded on both fides. Every 
day there were fuch fkirmilhes and aflaults that 
diofe in the town faw they Ihould not be able to 
hold out much longer^ and there did not ieem 
any Kkelihood of their receiving affiftance. They 
could not cfcape any way without being ieen^ (b 
Wsell was the town furroundcd ; and if they ihould 
be taken by ftorm, they doubted if they (hould 
receive any quarter, more efpecially the lord da 
Cliiibn> for he was much hated by the Englifli. 

Thefc lords of Brittany opened a treaty with 
the duke to furrender ; but they wanted to depart 
<m a moderate ranfom, and the duke would have 
them furrender unconditionally: they could only ob- 
tjun a refpite for eight days, and that with very great 
difficulty. This refpite, however, turned out vety 
fortunate to them j for during that time two Eng- 
liih knights, fir Nicholas Carfwell and fir Walter 
Ourfwick*, fent by the duke of Lancaftcr from 
Bruges, where he had remained the whole winter, 
•rrived at the army of the duke of Brittany. They 
brought with them deeds engrofled and fealed of 
the truces entered into between the kings of France 
and England. The duke of Lancafter fent orders, 
that in confequence of the treaty of Bruges, the 
army fhould be difbanded without delay. The 
truce was immediately read and procl^med through 
the army, and fignified alfo to thofe who were 
withm Quimperle. 



• Sir Nicholas Chamels—lir Walter Urfwick;— BA'uNEf. 

The 
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Tht lohls de Cliflbn^ de Rohan dnd de ]3eai> 
manoifj and die others> were much rejoiced therC'' 
ac> for it came very opportunely^ 

The fiege of Quimperle being raifed, the duke 
of Brittany dilbanded all his troopSi except thofe 
of his houfehold) and went to Auray^ where his 
duchefs was. The earls of Cambridge and of 
March^ fir Thomas Holland earl of Kent» the 
lord de Spencer and the other Englilh returned 
hom^e. 

When the duke of Brittanny had fettled his 
affairs at his leifure^ and had reinforced the towns 
and caflles of Brefl and Auray with artillery and 
provifions, he fet out from Brittany with his duchefs^ 
and went for England. 



=s 



CHAl>. LV. 

ST. SAUVEUR LE VICOMTE SURRENDERS TO THE 

FRENCH. THE LORD DE COUCY LEADS A 

LARGE ARMY INTO AUSTRIA, WHICH HE 
CLAIMS AS HIS INHERITANCE. 

/^N the day in which the truces wefe concluded 
^^ at Bruges between the kings of France and 
of England, to lafl: for one whole year, including 
their allies, the dukes of Lancafter and Burgundy 
again fwore they would return thither on All-faint 
dajr. Each party was to keep, during this truce, 

whatever 
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whatever he was then in pafleffion of. ' The EngKfh 
diought that the capitulation refpeding Su Sail* 
veur Ic Vicomte would be voided by this treaty ; 
but the French would not allow of this, and faid 
the treaty did not afieft the prior engagement con- 
cerning it : fo that, when the day arrived for its 
furrendcr, the king of France fcnt troops thither 
from all quarters. There were aflembled before 
it Upwards of fix thoufand knights and fquiresj 
without coundng the others : but no fuccoiu* came 
to its relief, and when the day was expired, St. 
Sauveur was given up to the French, but moil 
unwillingly, for the fortrcfs was very convenient 
for the Engliih. 

The governor fir Thomas Comet, John dc 
Burgh, the three brothers Maulevriers, and the 
£ngli(h,..went to Carentan, where having embarked 
all which belonged to them, they failed for Eng- 
land*. 

The conftable of France reinforced the town 
and caftle of St. Sauveur le Vicomte with a new 
garrifon, and appointed a Breton knight as go* 
vernor. I heard at the time, that the king of 
France gave him the lordQiip of it. 

^ Froiilart has forgotten to add fir Thomas Carington among 
die governors of St. Sauveur le Vicomte. Nothing was faid ' 
againit him until the reign of Richard II. when he was ac« 
Cttfed of having treacheroudy given up this place by fir John 
Annefley» who had married fir John Chandos* niece : he chal** 
tenged him to fingle combat» fought and vanquifhed him in 
the Ms, formed in Palace yard in the prefence of the king. 
He w^ afterwards drawn to Tyburn, and there hanged for his 
Uftron.-*S6e Dugdale^ Fabian, &c. 

Vol. IV. T The 



The loTxJ dc Cdwy tt this periocf rttlirneil W 
France : he had been a long time in Lomban% 
with the count dc Ver tus ♦, fon of the lord G^fea^ 
Vifconti, and had made war on lord B^rrtabo Vif-^ 
conti and his allies, for the caufe of the churd> ancf 
of Gregory XL who at that time was pdpe> alK> 
for the holy college of Rome. 

The lord de Goucy, in right of foocfffioh to di^ 
lady his mother, who was filler to the duka dt 
Auftria laft deceafed> was the true heir of tliat 
duchy. The laft duke did not leave any diiM by 
legal marriage, and the inhabitants of Auftrift had 
difjpofed of the cftatc in favour of a relation^ but 
farther removed than the lord de Coucy. Tfc» 
lord had frequently complained of fuch cOftdufl: 
to the emperor, the lord Charles of Bohemia. 

The emperor readily acknowledged the lord d« 
Coucy's right f but he could not Compel' the 
Auftrians to do the fame, who were in great force 
in their own country^ and had plenty of men at 
arms. The lord de Coucy had gallantly carried 
on the war againft them feveral times, through the 
aid of one of his aunt*, fitter to the aforefaid duke; 
but he had not gained much. On the lord de 
Coucy's return to France, the king entertained 
him handfomely. Having confidered there were 



* John Galeas Vifconti, firft duke of Milan, bore the title 
of count de Vertus, until Wenceflaus- kiag of the Romans, in- 
veftcd ikn with the ducal dignity 139 J. He gained, by 
treachery, poflfefljon of his uncle fiernabo, and put him to deadi 
by poifon.— For further particulars, fee Mura^ori and Coria 

r \. nuxi^ers 



numbers of men at arms in France then idle^ on 
account of the truce between the French and 
Englifhj he entreated die king to afllfl him in ob- 
taining the free companies of Bretons^ who were 
overrunning and haraffing the ki|igdoQfi> for him t^ 
lead, them into Auftria* The Jdng, who wifiied 
t^eic companies any where but in his kiogdo(n» 
readily affemcd to his requeft. He lent^ or gavCj^ 
I know not which^ fixty thoufand francs^ in order 
Uk;gf!it rid of diefe companions. They begai^ thc^ 
marcJb jbowarfis Auftria about Michaelmas, conf- 
mitMag.many ravages wherever they pafled. Mfoiy 
bamnsy Heights and fquires of France, Artois> 
Vf fmand9|s> Hainault and Picardy, fuch as th^ 
viicouna de Meaux and d'Aunay» fir Raoul de 
Cau<pyj the baron de Roye, Pierre de Bar> and 
/crvecal others offered their icrvices to the lord de 
Coucy. His army was increafed by all thofe who 
W0i^d to advance themfelves in honour. v 
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CHAP. LVL 

THK taUCE BSTWSBN FRANCE AND ENGLAND li 
l^ROLONGED.-^THE DEATH OF THE BLACK 
PRINCE.-^THE LORD DE COUCY RITUil!IS> 

« HAVIKC HAD INDIFFERENT SUCCESS. 

\I7HEN the fcaft of AU-faints was drawing 
^^ near, the duke of Burgundy, die coiHit dc 
Saltzbourg, die bi(hops of Amiens and of Bayeox 
cume to Bruges by orders of the king of Frttice^ 
to hokl a conference. The duke of Anjou ftaid 
at St. Omer, where he continued the whole time. 

From the king of England there came, the dukes 
of Lancafter and Britt^y, the earl of &diflniry and 
the bifiiop of London : fo that the town offing 
was well filled by their retinues, more efpeciatty 
by that of the duke of Burgundy, who kept a moit 
noble and grand ilate. 

Sir Roboirt de Namur refided widi the duke of 
Lancafter, and (hewed him every actendon as kx^' 
as he remained in Flanders. 

The ambaffadors from flie pope, the archbiihop 
of Rouen and the bilhop of CarpcntraSf were alfo 
there, who went to and fro to each party, propofing 
different terms for an accommodation, but widiout 
any efFeft; for thefe lords, m their firft parley, 
were too much divided to come to any agreement. 
The king of France demanded re-payment of four- 
teen hundred thoufand francs which had been given 

for 
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lor king John'3 ranlbm^ and that the tami of Calais 
ihould be difmanded. This the king of England 
would never confent to. The truces were there- 
fore prolonged until the fcaft of St. John the Bap- 
tift in the year 1376. The lords remained all that 
winter m Bruges^ and fome dme longer. Iif the 
fiimmeTf each returned to his own country» except 
dir duke of Brittany ; he continued in Flanders 
with his cppfin the count Louis^ who entertained 
him handfomely. 

In thb year, on Trinity-Sunday> that flower of 
Enj^ knighthood the lord Edward of England^ 
prince of Wales and of A^uitaine^ departed this 
fife in the palace of Weftminfter near London. 
His body was embalmed^ placed in a leaden coBn, 
9Ad kept until the enfuing Michaehnas^ in ord(;r 
jAat he might be buried with greater pomp and 
maf^cenc^ when the partiamem 90embled in 
London*. 

King Charles of Franci^j on account of his line« 
age, had ftmeral fervice for thp prince performed 
wilth great magnificence, in the holy ^pel ofthc 
p$dacf in Paris, which was attended^ according 
to the king'^ oidcrs, by many prelates wd nobles 
gf die realm of France^ 

The pwcs, through the medianon of the am- 
* bajSfdors^ were again prolonged until thp firft day 
pfApril;* 



••■^■■•■■■■"^i""*^!^^*'!*^"*^^?'*!*— "t" 



« Tl»e prvice of Wales was buried }n ^ calhednl at put. 
teifMiry.-if ox pajticulsrsy fos Mr. Cough's Sepulchral Monii- 
nenik 
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now fay fomethujg of the l6td dfe 
Coxity and the Germans." When thofe of Auftria 
and Germany heard that he was advancing with lo 
ftrongaforcc to carry on the war againft tbcjftt, 
they burnt and deftroyed three days march of 
country Ijy the river fide, and then they retreated 
to theif; mountains and inacceflible places/ 

The ^ men af arms, of whom the lord dc .CoUcy 

was the leader, iexpefted to find plenty of fo'r^jgc, 

but thev met with nothing, : they fu!ftred all^this 

wintef>ety gl-eat diftref^, arid knty^rtot in; What 

•plaee%^ feek provifion for themfelves^ or for^gt 

*for thfeii'horfes, who were dyliig of cold, hiiiigcr 

'and di^qrd-ejrs : fbt thlis re^fon, wheh ftH^ig* bathe, 

fch^y Vbrahied to IJ'rance, and ftparated ihto di^r- 

tni '' ' tfiiojis to recruit tl^eitiffelyes. The ^'ktng of 

Frantdfeht the' greater' part df the c6tri^in\is into 

Britcany-and lower Notiianiiy, as he imagifted he 

fhould,have occafion for thei^ fervices. * 

Hie !6rd de Coucy, on Fis return * ihtb^'t'iftacc, 
began 'to think of befcotning a good iffd ' "triie 
Fr^richttiari ; for he had found thekihg of^Frthce 
very kind land' attentive to his concerns." His rc- 
latioTifhip to the king made? him cohfider it was n6t 
worth his while to rifk the lofs of Kis inherftant^, 
for fo flehder a reafon as the wat With ' xfit \ung 
of foglahd } for he was a Frenchmaii 1)y " hJane, 
arms, blood and extraftion. He thertfbwi fe^t 
the lady his wife to En^and, and kept with him 
only the cldeft of his two daughters : thtt youngcft 
had been left in England, where Ae had tJcew edu- 
cated. 

The 
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Tba Idog of France fcnt the lord ,de Coucy to 
attend the negotiations qurying on at Bruges^ 
Ifwr^ich pctft tinucd all the winter. None of the great 
iprds were there, except the duke of Brittany, 
mikQ had ftaid with his coufin the count of Flan- 
if^m I :ipHt he ^nuer^d very little into the bufineili. 

iv ' ■ ■ 
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mtenAKDy %aiS 43fV THE PRINCX OF WALES, IS 
\ 'Uc)6ll«rWLBD^BO AS PRESUMPTIVE HEIR TO 
THE CROWN OF ENCLAVD.-^THS MEGOTIA- 
^ * ^'WNft FOR. PEACE HcAViNG FAILED, AND THE 
C^ THH^jU-itKPlRlO, T HI; WAR M RENEWED BE- 
'^jnrWjKEIt TKE FRIWCH AUD JBWOLISH^ 

•44 iFTER the *aft ^©f Mictaclmas, when the 
-- • fatierai of the priaee had been performed 
M ii untkrysr (ukahit ib his birth and m^ic, the king 
1^^ England caufiKd die young prince Richard to 
^ a(^nowledj^d as hii| fucceflbr tx> the crown 
^^flfter-' his dec^afe, by ail his children, the duke 
4Sf Ijak:afl^^ the ^ri of Cambridge^ the lord 
.:l^mJ^'t[is yo«in@eft fon, as^«welt as byidlthe 
JtHtSWki tt^ prelaws and kfiights of En^and. 
He made them folemnly fwear to obicrve this ; 
Mid4i£ Chriftflgias^ay he had him feated next to 
MaMf^ ^ho^Q all hk diiidren, in royal ftate, that 
^ /. T 4 it 
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it might be fcen and declared he was tb be king of 
England after his death. 

The lord John Cobham, the bifliop of Hcrcfbid 
and the dean of London were at this time fentio 
Bruges on the part of the Englifli. Ilie French 
had fent thither the codRt de Saltzbourg, die loid 
dc Chatillon and maftcr Philibert TEfpiotcJ The 
prelateSj ambaffadors from the pope^ had ftili 
remained there^ and continued the negotiations 
for peace. 

They treated of a marriagf between the young 
fon of the prince and the lady Mary, daughter of 
the king of France : after whichj the negotiatois 
of each party feparated, and reported what they 
had done to their refpeftive kings. 

About ShroTetidCi a fecret treaty was ibroied 
between die two kings for <;heir ambafiadonr to 
meet at Montrieui fur mer $ and the king of £ng* 
land fent to Calais fir Guifcard d'Angle^ fir 
Richard Sturey and fir Geofiiy Chaucer. On the 
.part of the French were, the lords de Coticy and 
de la Rivieres, fir Nicholas Bragbes and Nicholas 
Bracier. They for a long time difcufied the fvhr 
jedi: of the above marriage $ and t|ie French, as I 
was informed, made fbme offers, but the odiflrs 
demanded different terms, or refuied treating. 
Thefe lords retuitied therefore, with thei]^ tre«d(tt> 
to their fovereigns $ and the truees yfere prpiMgid 
to die firft of May. • ' 

The earl of Salifl)ury, the biftiop of St David's, 
chancellor of England, and the biihop of flerdbidt 

returned 
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returned to Calais i and with tiieniy by orderi of 
the king of France, the lord de Couqr, and fit 
William de Dormans chancellor of France. 

Notwithftaliding all that the prelates could tkf 
or argucj they never could be brought to fif upon 
any place to difcufi thefe treades between Monttieii 
and Calais, nor between Montreuil and Bodogne^ 
ttor on any part of the frontiers i thefe treaties 
thereforei remwied in an unfiniihed ftate. Whcft 
die war recommenced, fir Hugh Calverley was 
Icac governor of Calais. 



CHAP. Lvra. 

>Ora GRBOORT XI. LEAVES AVIGNOH, AWD M3^ 
TURNS TO ROME.— ON THE DEATH OF 10* 
WARD III. RICHARD, SON OF THE LATI 
PRINCE OF WALES, IS CROWNED KING OF 
ENGLAND. 

YX7HEN pope Gregory XL who had for a loi^ 
^^ dme refided at Avignon, was iaformcd 
diei^ Was* not any probability of a peace being 
concluded between the two lungs, &e was vcijr 
oielaQcholy, and, having arranged his aflSurs» ieC 
out for Rome^ to hold there hb feat of govern- 

|RCOt« 
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1 i Tfift. ,duki{ Qf ;8rit*a|iy,:\%djiv?; ih» war was t» 
be i^e^iewodj tQoliiteAY^ pf his confia the count i>f 
Flander3i wid^ wM>4i he;hadxelidcd<iipw^<i5 oC/i 
yit^fi^^ ^nd rode towaitis.GraveliQ^Sj inhere the, earl 
#C Saiy^ry and fir GMJ^&^rd d'Aiigle» with a hpdy 
jB^„inen iyt afn^iandarchersi c^e ta me^ hiiib 
f^rffyi^tiim Xfk CaJ^,, where the ^kfi : mnioi 9 
liMMikl h0 i^ep>ccoircd over tt>, 5<^land.^ yft/m 
llQ»-:SJiene» 41 fe]»r ojtUes/rom li^A^pn^ 0A)t4>e 
iiwr iThattlds, i jwhere the king ^f JEing^«d My 
dangeroufly ill: he depar.ted |JM ii|b> t]|^^yi\gfi AT 
St. John the Baptift, in the year IJ77. 

Upon this event, England was in deep mourn* 
ing. Immediatdy.all the paffes-were ihut, fo that 
no one could go out of the country ; for they did 
not wifh the death of the king (hould be known 
in France, until they had* fettted the government of 
the kingdom. The earl of Salilbury and fir 
^iffilfd ifAngfe fctttirrted at thi^-tfrnc to En^ 

-^ ^e'body of king Eciward Vis^ caiWcdIn gfand 
'jJ)-ocefiion, ibllb^dby his ehiWrerf'in tears, 'and 
by the nobles and prelates of England'^ thrbrfgh'the 
city of London, with his face xincovered, to 
SV^ftminfier, where he was birriefl by ilie jR^pf 
ftlitf^^f thft queen. ' * 

S^ 4N^oikly ;a^erwaid, in tike montll of Jtily, di^ 
yrang kin^ Riduird) who was in his deveivA 
:^ar, "wa cno^imed wkh great Jblemnity nc die 
-^Iiit^ of We^infter t he wa^ fupfki^t^ fey die 
dukes of Lancafler and Brittany. He c#€m«d 

that 



that day four carls and nine knights j namely, his 
uncle the lord Thomas of Woodftock carl of 
Buckingham, the lord Percy carl of Northumber- 
jknd, iir Guifcard d'Angle earl of Hundogdon, 
ai^d the lord Mowbray earl of Notdiigham. 

The young l;ing was placed under the tutorfhip 

of that accompliflied luiight fir Guifcard d'Angle, 

^4tb the approbation of all, to inftruft hiiB ki the 

jpai^ of virtue and honour* The duke of toAr 

cafier had the government of the kingdom. . 

. Ast foon as the king of France karnt the death 

x^: king Edward, he faid, that he had reigned 

-fmA nobly and valiandy, and that his name, ought 

to be remembered widi honour among heroes. 

^l[^Iany nobles and prelates of his realm were ailjpm- 

bled, to perform his obfequies widi due reipcft, 

^ the holy c^hapel of the palace at Paris. 

^..^Shordy after, madame, the e]de^ daughter of 

the king of France, died* She had been betrothed 

to that gallanc youth WiUiam of Hainaultt ^eldeft 

fon of duke Albert* 
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ClUP. LIX. 

I ■ 

THE ICtKO OF FRANCnC SQiTIPS fOU SEA A LAHdB 
FLEBTj tmiCK BURNS SEVERAL TOWKS IK 

BKGtAlTD. 

* 

DURING the negotiations for peaccj die kin^ 
of France had been very aftive in provi^i^ 
ihips and galleys : the king of Spun had fent Mnl 
his admiral, ' fir Fernando Saufl*e, who, with fir 
John de Vienne, admiral of France, had failed (ot 
Ac port of Rye, which they burnt, five days after 
the dc^eafe of king Edward, the vigil of St Pettr^ 
in June, and put to death the inhiEibitancsi withom 
iparing man or woman. 

Upon the news of this event coming to Londofu 
the earls of Cambridge and Buckingham were or* 
dered to Dover with a large body of men at arm^: 
The earl of Salifbury and fir John Mountague, on 
the other hand, were fent to the country near 
Southampton. 

After this exploit, the French landed in die 
Me 6f Wight. They afterwards burnt the follow-^ 
ing towns : Portfmouth, Dartmouth, Plymouth, 
and feveral others. When they had pillaged and 
burnt all in the ifle of Wight, they embarked and 
put to fea, coafting the ihores until they came to 
a port called Poq *« 



m» 



* Q^ if not Pool. 
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Tte earl of Saliibuty and fir John Mountague 
defended the pafTage^ but they burnt a part of the 
town of Poq. They again embarked^ and coafted 
towards Southampton^ attempdng every day to 
land ; but the earl of Saliibury and his forces, who 
followed them along the fhore, prevented them 
from fo doing. 

The fleet then came before Southampton ; but 
fir John Arundel, with a large body of men at arms 
iuid archers, guarded well the town, otherwiie it 
would have been taken. The French made fail 
horn thence towards Dover, and landed near to 
the abbey of Lewes, where there were great 
numbers of the people of the country aflembled. 
They appointed the abbot of Lewes, fir Thonrn 
Cheney and fir John Fuielee their leaders, who 
drew up in good array to dispute their landing, 
and to de&nd the countty. The French had not 
the advantage, but loft feveral of their men, as 
well might happen. However, the better to 
maintain the fight, they made the land, when a 
grand flcirmifh enfued, and the Englilh, being 
forced to retreat, were finally put to flight. Two 
hundred at leaft were flain, and the two .knights, 
with the abbot of Lewes made prifoners. 

The French re-^embarked, iuid remained ap 
anchor before the abbey ail that night. They 
ilien heard for the firft time, fit)m their pri<* 
foners, the death of king Edward and the coro* 
nation of king Richard, and alfo a part of the 
regulations of the kingdom, and that great num«- 

beif 
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bers of men tc arms were under ordera to march 
^ the coaft. 

Sir John de Vienne difpatched a floQp to H^vre^ 
where ther^ was a knight ii)~ waitings who imm^ 
diately rode to Paris lo the king, ^and rcfKHted tp 
him fuch intelligence refpediing the death of kii^ 
Edward that he was convinced of its truth. 
. The French and Spaniards put to fea^ and^ 
having the wind favourable> came with an t^ 
lail that (ame.tide, about the how (^•nine» befiiNi 
Dover.. They amouitfed in» all to about fix fcora 
galleys; At that time there were in Dover tht 
earis of Cambridge and Buckingham^ . with 'm^ 
menfe numbers of men at arms and archers^ whoi 
with a hundred thoufand common men^ were waiting 
for the arrival of the French^ drawn up before the 
port with difplayed banners, for they had feeo 
them at a diftance, and they were continually 
joined by people from the country who h^ noticed 
this hrge fleet. 

The French came before the harbour, but did 
not enter it, making for deep water, as the tide 
began to ebb. Notwithftanding this, the £ngli& 
continued ftriA guard all that day and following 
night. 

The French who were on the fea came with the 
next tide before Calais, to the great furprife of 
the inhabitants^ who clofed their gates againft 
-them. 
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fllEfrC».»«--TH{t DEATHS OF THE CAPTAX US 
BUCM^NI> OF THE <^r£EN 07 FRANCE*. '* '' - r 

WHII^ tbefe thii^ irere paflTuig^ fir Hugb 
Cahrerky ^vernor of :Cibu$^^ fir Joha 
Itelcftpae governor of Gi^ines^ tsA the Jonlide 
Gommegines governor of Ardes, made verf ^ki^ 
qoeiit exourfions intx> Picarabir ^ thmee or fiMiir& 
evorjr week. l?iiey ach^anced often before Sc; 
Omer, Arques, Moi«K)n, Fiennes^ and die tiowna 
ki that neighbourhood, as well as to Bouk^ne 
knd near to Teroueone^ which were particularlf mo^ 
lefted bjr the garri&n of Atdrea. Complaints jof 
them had frequently been made to the king of 
France. On aiking how this was to be preyented, 
he was anfwered, * Sire, the garrifon of Aidres is 
not fo ftrong but it may be won*' The king re- 
plied, ' Have it then we will, whatever it may 
coft us/ He foon after iifued a fecret fummons, 
and it was not guefled to what part he intended 
fending* this army, of which he made the duke 
of Burgundy general. There were in it twenty- 
five hundred lances of good and hardy men. 
They marched fuddcniy to the caftle of Ardres> 
ifrhich they in vetted. 

With the duke of Burgundy were the count de 

Gujnes, the marfhal de Blainville, the lords ^ 

Cliflba and de la Val, dc Rougqmont, . ;ds la 

V - ^ Riviere, 



Riviere^ dc Bregide^ de FnunviUei d^ 
d'Ancoingj dcRaynevalj andd'Aogeft^ fir James 
de Bourbon^ the feneichal of Hainaultj with many 
odier knights and barons. They had with them 
machines that caft ftones of two hundred weight) 
with which they made a mod vigorous aflault. 

The lord de Gonunegines^ captain of the caftk, 
was aftdniflied to fee himfelf furrounded by fuck 
mimbers of gallant men at armsj who feemed d^- 
lieniiined» diat if the place were takeiv by ftonUi 
ihey would fpare no one they Ihould find within it 
As he was not provided with artillery for a long 
fi^^e^ through the mediation of his coufin-germani 
die lord de Rayneval^ he tfiered to enter into a 
treaqr for furrendering the place, on condition of 
their lives and fortunes being fpared. This treaty 
was long debated; but at length the caftle was 
funt^ndered, and all who chofe it departed^ and 
were conduced by fu- Walter dc Bailleul to the 
town of Calais. 

Sir William dcs Hordes was appointed governor 
of Ardres ; he was fucccedcd by the vifcount dc 
Meaux, who remained there a long time: the 
third governor was the lord de Saimpy. 

The fame day that Ardres furrendercd, the 
duke laid fiege to the caftle of Ardvick, which the 
three brothers Maulevriers held for England. 
During the three days he ftaid therc^ many ikir- 
miflies pafTed ; but they at laft furrendered, and 
the garrifon was condudled to Calais by the marlhk 
9f France. 

After thisj the duke befieged Vauclignen, wluch 

alf9 
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alio furrenckred on die fame terms as the others 
iiad done ; andj when the duke bad re^vidualled 
and reinforced them with men at arms and crofs- 
bows, he difbanded his army and returned to the 
king at Paris. The Breton lords went to Brittany, 
for they had heard that the duke of Brittany had 
itfrived at Breft with a large army. The barons 
of Burgundy and the others returned to tlicir ovfp, 
jiOmes. 

You have before heard how the lord John 
captal de Buch, having been made prifoner before 
•SOubife, was confined in the Temple at Paris, 
The king of England and his fon greatly defired 
his liberty, and it had been much debated at the 
negotiations at Bruges : they would willingly have 
^iven in exchange for him the young count de St. 
jPol and three or four other knights : but the king 
erf France and his council would not confent. The 
king had him informed through the grand prior, 
who had the guard of him, that if he would fwear 
never to bear arms againft the crown of France, he 
would liften to terms for his liberty. The captal 
replied, that he would never make this oath, 
though he were to die in prifon. He remained 
therefore ftridtly guarded for five years in confine- 
ment, to his great difcomfort ; for he bore it fo 
impatiently that at laft he died *. 



• The prince of Wales gave to the captal de Bach, and his 
male heirs, the county of Bigorre, with all its towns> &c, the 
7th June 1369. Confirmed by the king.— Rymbr. 

Vol. IV. U Thfe 
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The king of France had him interred; and a 
(biemn fervice was performed, which was attended 
by the barons, prelates and nobles of France. 

England was thus lofing her great captains; for, 
in this fame year, the lord de Spencer, a great 
banneret of England, died. He left iflue by. his 
lady, the daughter of the late fir Bartholomew 
Burgherih, one fon and four daughters. 

Soon after the death of that gallant knight the 
captal de Buch, the queen of France was brought 
to bed of a daughter, who was named Catherine ; 
and, whilft in childbed, the queen was feized widi 
zn illnefs that caufed her death. This amiable 
queen was daughter of the valiant duke of Bourbon, 
killed at the battle of Poitiers. Her obfequies 
were performed in the abbey of St. Denis, where 
(he was buried with great folemnity, to which were 
^invited all the nobles and prelates of France in the 
neighbourhood of Paris. 



CHAR LXI. 

THJE WAR RECOMMECES BETWEEN THE KINO OF 

FRANCE AND THE KING OF NAVARRE. THE 

SIEGE OF CHERBOURG. THE DUKE OF LAN- 

• 

CASTER INVADES BRITTANY. THE CASTLE 

OF AURAY SURRENDERS TO THE FRENCH. 

QINCE the peace made at Vernon between the 

kings of France and Navarre, as has been be- 

fpre related, and fince the king of Navarre had 

left 
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kft.his. two children with their uncle the king of 
France, fufpicions had fallen on a Iquire of the 
king's houfchold. He had been placed there by 
the king of Navarre at the time he left his chil- 
dren : his name was James de la Rue. A lawyer, 
who was one of the king of Navarre's council, 
and his chancellor in the county of Evreux, was 
alfb implicated in this bu/inefs : the name of this 
chancellor was matter Peter du Tertre. 
, Thefe two men were cruelly executed at Paris, 
and acknowledged, before all the people, that they 
had intended to have poifoned the king of France. 
The king immediately coUefted a large army, the 
command of which he gave to the conftable : 
tfeere were with him the lord de la Riviere and 
many other barons and knights. They marched 
ipto Normandy, to attack the caftles of the king 
of Navarre, which were ftrong and well gar- 
rifoned, and laid fiege to one of them called 
Pont au demer*. The French had with them 
many cannon, and various engines and machines, 
with which, in the courfe of different aflaults, they 
prefled the garrifon hard^ but they defended them- 
felves valiantly. Though there were many attacks 
and flcirmifhes, the fiege lafted a long time : the 
cattle was much ruined, and the garrifon hard 
•pufhcd. They were frequently required by the 
conftable to furrender, or they would all be put 
to death, if the place were taken by ftorm : this 



- • Pont au demer,— a town in Normandy, on the Rille, 41 
leagues from Paris. 

U 2 was 
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liris ^h thftkt ^Ch tho c6tiihbli6 "vrtt abcuJCbthed 
to make. 

The men bf Navarre feeing thdf Jjrovaidm 
decreafe, aiid fihdihg themfelves rtiuth S^cakened, 
without any hopes of afliftance from their king, 
i#lio was at too great a diftance, furrendered thi 
caftle, and were eondufted to Cherbourg, cahy- 
ing with them all their plunder. 

This cattle was razed to the gfdurtd, though ft 
had coft large fums to ere<i ; and the w^ls atnd 
towers of Poht au dertier Were levelled with tilt 
ground. 

The French then advanced to bcfidgc the fot^- 
trefs of Mortain*, where they remained forht 
time ; but the garrifon, feeing no appe'aVahce ct 
afliftance from the king of Navarre, and tilat th<6 
other Navarre fortrefles were too weak to yefiA thti 
French, furrendered thcmfelves on the fAAie con- 
ditions with thofe of Pont au deftier . 

You mutt know, that in this expeditioli, the 
conftable put under the obedience of the king 6f 
France all the towns, caftles, and fbrtS in fllfc 
county of Evreux : the caftles and principal ttfjy^ 
were dilmahtled, that from henceforward ho wit 
Ihould be carried on againft the kingdom of Frkrt'ee 
from any town or caftle which the kiftg of NaVaiW 
held in the county of Evreux. 

The king of France eftablifhed in them thi 
gabelle and fublidies, in like ittaAner as they *rtrt 
in the realm of France. 

• Mortain,— ^ town in Normandy^ 71 leagMs fttnn Pttxk. 

On 
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Qa th^ odier hatid^ the kiog of Spak had or^* 
dcfcd h^ b^-odier,. the baftard of Spaui^ ta enter 
Navarre with a powerful army : he attacked towm 
9od caftles, and gained much country^ in Ipite of 
t^ king of Navarrej who could do but little to 
^ defend himfelf. He icat to i^ori^ king Richai*d 
p£ j^jc^laod how he was fituatedji in die hope that 
^ifi would aid him in oppofing the king of France 
T^ his. county of £vr<ux y for that he ^n^felf would 
^maia in Navarre^, to gvard his li^rtFcfSsa againft 
^e king of Spain* 

King Richard, in coniequence of ^ council 
i^ch had been called* on thi$ bu&iei^« ieoe fir 
Robert le Roux* with a body of men. at arms and 
9^chersj( to Cherbourg. The g^ni^nft o£ ihe d«£- 
^rent fortrefles wo^ by the confl;aib]^ in, the CQUlU]r 
^f Evreu;^ weire alfo col^edbed ^ thgt ^wn. 

When aU were affembkd^. ^y w^re a nuiBer* 
g,u$ and handfome body of pickfsd m^i^ wl¥) had 
provided the caftle with flores, for tb$X' colluded 
it would be befieged. 

The conftable and the brd die la Riiffiene^ haiv- 
yig vifited; cycry pfoce in, due county of Evreujc 
lyith thei^ ^tny.,^ found tjhat all the towns fbt- 
9iprly^ belonging to the king of Navarre were now 
lyidrr the obediei^ca of d^e king of France : th^ 
tli^Q, came before Cherbourg^ iidvichi .is a ihpiig 
and noble pUce^ (funded by Julius Csfari^ wihm 
]^ comiueiied l^ngln^. ^ U^w£e. a iibarporCi 
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The French befieged it on all fides except that 
of the fca, and took up their quarters in fuch a 
manner before it as fliewed they were determined 
not to quit until they had conquered it. Sir Ro- 
bert le Roux and his forces made frequent fallies, 
for neither night nor day pafled without Ikirmifti- 
ing. The French could never form a wifh for 
feats of arms but there were always fomc ready 
to gratify it. Many combats took place \yith 
lance and fword, and feveral were killed or taken 
prifoners on each fide, during this fiege, wliich 
laftcd the whole fummer. 

Sir Oliver du Guefclin pofted himfelf in an am- 
bufcade near the caftle : he then ordered his men 
to begin a fkirmifh, in which the French were 
repulfcd by the Engliih, and driven back as far as 
the^ ambufcade of fir Oliver, who. immediately 
ruflied out with his troop, fword in hand, and ad- 
vanced boldly on the enemy, like men well prac>- 
-tifed in arms. 

The encounter was fharp on both fides, and 
many a man was unhorfed, killed, wounded, or 
made prifoner : at laft, fir Oliver flu Guefclin was 
taken, and avowed himfelf a prifoner to a Navar- 
rois fquire, called John le Coq, an able man at 
arms : he was dragged into Cherbourg. The fkir- 
mifli was now over, more to the lofsof the French 
•than of the Englifh. Sir Oliver was fent to Eng- 
land, Ayhere he remained prifoner for a long time 
in London, and was at laft ranfomed. 

The French rei^ained before Cherbourg, at a 
heavy expenfe, the greater part of the winter, 

' without 
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without having gained much. They thought the/ 
were lofing time, and that Cherbourg was impreg- 
nable, as all forts of reinforcements, men at arms, 
provifion and ftores, might be introduced into it 
by fca ; for which reafon the French broke up 
their camp, and placed ftrong garrifons in the 
places round Cherbourg, fuch as Montbourg, Pont 
Doue, Carcntan, St. Lo, and in St. Sauveur le 
Vicomte. The conftable then difbanded his army, 
and every one returned to the place whence he 
came. This was in the year 1378. 

You have before heard how the duke of Brit- 
tany had left that country, and had carried his 
duchefs with him to England. He refided at the 
cftatc he had there, which was called the honour 
of Richmond, and took great pains to obtain 
affiftance from the young king, Richard, to re- 
conquer his duchy, which had turned to the French, 
but he was not liftened to. At length, the duke 
of Lancafter was informed, that if he landed in 
Brittany with a good army, there were fome forts 
and caftles that would furrender to him : in parti- 
cular, St. Malo, a handfome fortrefs, and a fea- 
port town. l)pon this, the duke of Lancafter, 
having raifed a large army, went to Southampton* 
He there prepared his veffcls and ftores, and em- 
barked with many lords, men at arms and archers. 

This fleet had favourable winds to St. Malo 5 
and when near the fhore, having landed and di(^ 
embarked their ftores, they advanced towards the 
town, and clofely befieged it. The inhabitants 
were not much alarmed, for they were well prq- 
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vided with provinon> men at arms and crofs-bows* 
who valiandy defended diemfclvesi fo that thft 
duke rcnjained there a confiderable time. 

When the conftabfe of France and the lord de. 
CliiTon, heard of this, they fent fummonfes every 
where, and marched to St. Malo toriiifcthe fiege. 
r^::y thought that a batde muft enfiie ; and the 
Englilhdrew out their army fevcrai times in batde- 
array, ready for the combat; but the conftable 
and the lord de ClilTon never came near enough 
for an engagement. 

The Englilh, therefore, having lain before the 
town fomc tim^, and not perceiving any inclina- ' 
don in the inhabitants to furrcnder, the duke of 
Lancaflier was adviftd to dcciimp, for he law it 
was only wafting rime : lie chereforc rc-embarked( 
and returned to England, where he difmiifed i 
army. 

The caftle of Auray was ftill in the poflelE 
of the duke of Brittany, who relided quicti 
England : the king of France fent thither : 
lonls of France and Britanny, who began ( 
whkh lafted a long rime. The garrifor 
ray, not feeing any hope of fuccour, 
a treaty, that if chey wcie nci. 
duke of Brittany or die king of 1 
fufficient force to raife the ficge c 
they would furrender. This i 
to i ,and when die appuintcd 
French were there, but m 
duke nor the king of E 
therefore placed under t 



of Franoc, m die fame manaer ^ the oA<r caftfeii 
and principal towns of Brittany ; and thofc of 
Autay^ who were attached tq the duk^ d^parte^ 
(hence. 
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CHAP. Lxn. 

THJI FRENCH. GARRISON OF HONTBOURG IS P£« 
FEATED BY THE ENGLISH AT CHERJ^OUR-Q. 

COON after Eafter, in the year of our lord 
1379, ^^^o Charles of France, finding the 
garrifon of Cherbourg was opprefllng the whole 
country of Coutantuij appointed fir William des 
Bourdes, a valiant knight and good captain, tq be 
9hief governor of Coutantin, and of ajl the for:- 
CrefiGes round Cherbourg. 

Sir W iUianj des Bourdes went thither with a 
handfome body of men at arms and genoefc crofs- 
boyrs, and fixed his quarters at Montbourg, which 
he made a garrifon againft Cherbourg j whence he 
ibrmed frequent expeditions, and would willingly 
kave met with the men of Cherbourg; for he 
laihcd for nothing better than an engagement 
with them, as he felt himfclf a gooci knight, bold 
2ijfid enterprifing, and had alfo under his command 
d\e flower of the men at arms from all the ad- 
jaccnt garrifons. 

About the fame time, fir John Harieftone was 
fent to Cherbourg^ to take command of it. I 

have 
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Have before mentioned him as having been go- 
vernor of Guines. He had embarked at South- 
ampton with three hundred men at arms and as. 
many archers, and with them had fafely arrived 
at Cherbourg. There were in this army fir Otho 
de Grantfon*, and among the Englifli fir John 
Aubourcf, fir John Orcelle J, with other knights 
and fquires* 

On their arrival, they difembarked their horfes 
and armour, with other (lores; and remained feme 
days in Cherbourg to recruit themfelves, and make 
preparations for expeditions and for carrying on 
the war in earneft. 

Sir William des Bourdes puzzled himfelf day 
and night in endeavouring to find out fome means 
of annoying them. You mufl: know, that thcfc 
two governors laid feveral ambufcades for each 
other, but with little effeft ; for by chance they 
never met, except fome few companions, who ad- 
ventured themfelves fool-hardily, as well to ac- 
quire honour as gain : thefe parties frequently at- 
tacked each other : fometimf s the French won, at 
others thev loft. 

Such fkirmifhes continued fo often that fir 
William des Bourdes marched out one mornii^ 
from Montbourg, with his whole force, towards 

• Sir Otho de Grantfon— -was before mentioned^ not as aa 
Englifhman, but as one who had an eflate on the other fide of 
die Tea. 

+ Sir John Aubourc. May it not be Aubrey. 

t Sir John Orcelle. Perhaps Worfley, or Horfclcy. 

Cher- 
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Cherbourg, in hopes of drawing that garrifoit 
out into the plain. 

On the other hand, fir John Harleftone, who 
was ignorant of the intentions of the French, had 
alfo that fame morning made an excurfion, and had 
commanded his trumpets to found for his men to 
arm themfelves, as well horfe as foot, and to ad- 
. vance into the plain : he had already ordered who 
were to remain in the garrifon; He marched 
forth in handfome difplay, and ordered fir John 
Orcelle, with his foot-foldiers, to take the lead as 
their guide. Having done this, he fent forward 
his light troops. Sir William des Bourdes had 
jnade a fimilar arrangement of his army. They 
both advanced in this array until the light troops 
of each party met, and came fo near that they 
could eafily diftinguifh each other. Upon which, 
they returned to the main body, and reported all 

■ 

they had obferved. 

The twp leaders, on hearing their reports, were 
quite happy i for they had at laft found what they 
had been feeking for, and were much rejoiced 
thus to meet. 

When the two knights had heard the news from 
their light troops, they each drew up their forces 
with great wifdom, and ordered their pennons to be 
difplayed. The Englifli foot were intermixed 
with their men at arms. As foon as they were 
within bow-fhot, the French difmounted ; fo did 
likewife the Englifli : then the archers and crofs- 
|)owmen began to fhoot fharply^ and tha men at 

arms 
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clofe order. The armies metj aod l>lows with 
f^^^rs and batt|/e-axes bipgan to fly about 09 all 
&A^s. Xhc battle was hardly fou^tj and; one 
i^ight; there have fcen men at arms make tfiaX ^ 
^t\Y prowcfs. 

Sir William des Bourdcs was compljrtiely ^rmedt 
WJJj with bis battle-axe in his hancji gave fiich 
\f\oyis, to the right and left that on whomfoeirer 
^hc)f fgll vh3,t perfqn was ftryck to thfi ground., He 
pc|fpjrn\ed v^prous dceds^ worthy 0/ beingnraifftl 
\qr ev^r after i and it was not his f^vXt t^lc En|^ 
were nojt dijCcomfited, 

I9 another past of die field, fir John ffarftftonc, 
^vernoff of Chedpourg, fought well and vali^ndjr 
with his bq^tde-^e, one foot advanced before tk 
othiar J afl.4 well it needed hitti> for he bad; ^o db 
witi^ ^ ojbftinate body of hafdy Qien, Scventl 
gallant deeds were performed this d^y^ Qianya 
x^rian fiq^n and wounded. Sir Johp I^arlcftoQe wa) 
ftnick, down, and in great peril of his life | but by 
lorce of arms he was refcued; The b^itle l^td 
long, and was excellently kept up, as well on ope 
fide a3 on the other. The Englilh had aoi any 
ady^t^e, for they had as many killed and'wojtuvl* 
ed ^ the French ; but at lafi: the £lnglidi cpqQt 
nu^d tUc combat fo manfully,, and with fu6l\ ^^sh 
i;^c, th^t they gained the field : the F]:ei\Gh ^«3» 
9^ either fl^n or made prifoners : f(w men of ho- 
mw favjcd.thenifelves, for dicy had entereclinto ^ 
engagement with fo^ n^uch good heart that they 
coHld not prevail on themfclves to fly, but were de- 
termined to die or to conquer their enemies. 

Sir 
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iSir William de Boiifdcs ^is ttt^ j^i(bri*f ton 
gdbd ttrlns by a fqtiirt frotn Hainiult, calitd Wil- 
liath de Bikaidieu, an able m^ at ahhs, who Ibi* tl 
confidcrable time had been attached to the Ei^iHi 
in tiifc caftle of Calais : to him fir Willikm fiiWeh- 
dclrd in great grief, and miiich thraged that ttfft 
yiftofjr W'aS not his. 

1rhe Englift thit day did muth hirrti to t*ft 
^rehch. Sevithal wfef-e made prifohet-s towanis tflft 
ehd of the eftg^gertieht ; but it was a pity ttt fiifc Ifcft 
lairtbers killed. 

Whto the lEngUlh had ftripped the d*^, fif 
John Harlcftone and his men returned to Cher- 
bourg, carrying with them their prifoners and 
their riches. You may be aiTtired that they re- 
joiced mightily in the fuccefs of this day, which 
God had given tb tf»fti; Sir William des Bdufdei 
WIfc fc^Sfed arid ehC^rtafeied with every pisffible at- 
tention ; for he was perfpnally deferring of what- 
ever could be done for him. 

This defeat took plact, between Mohtbotfrg and 
CteybOUrg, the day of St. Martin le boUillant 

1479- ' 

When fhfe king of France heard that the gar- 

rifott of Mbntbourg aiid its governor were eithei* 
daih 6r rtade prifoners, and that the country waSi 
ttauch alarmed by this defeat, the king, like onft 
Wftll adviftd and attentive to his affairs, immedi-^' 
tffely prbvidfed a remedy, by fending. Without 
d&Iay, frefli tfoops to guard the frontiers, the for- 
tfclTe^ and the couhtry round Cherbourg. Sir 
Hutin de BremalTes Was appoiilted general of thefc; 

troops 
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. Whilft the duke of Burgundy was with his army 
in Picardy, as I have before faid, the duke pf 
troops by the king of France, who kept the coun- 
try againft the Englifh. 

. However, by orders of the king, they after- 
wards abandoned Montbourg, and all the country 
of Coutantin, which is one of the richeft in the. 
world. They made all the inhabitants give up 
their handfome houfes and other pofTefllons, and 
retreat out of this peninfula* The French guarded 
the frontiers at Dune, Carentan, and at St. Lo, 
and all the borders of the peninfula of Coutantin. ' 



CHAP Lxm. 



THE DUKE OF ANJOU UNDERTAKES AN EXPE- 
- DITION AGAINST THE ENGLISH IN THE 
fiOURDELOIS, 

'lU^OU have before heard related how the duke 
* of Burgundy had made an incurfion from 
the borders of Picardy, which was very honour- 
able to him and profitable to the French -, and how 
he had placed in Ardres, and the other caftles of 
which he had gained poffcfTion, governors and men 
at arms to defend them : efpecially in the town of 
Ardres, where he had eftablifhed for a time fir 
William des Bourdes, and, in his abfence, the vif- 
count de Meaux and the lord de Saimpy. Thcfc 
captains had it repaired and ftrengthened, notwith- 
ftanding it was ftrongly fortified before. 

The 
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The king of France had heard the news of this 
with infinite pleafure, and conlidered this expedi- 
tion as having done him great fervice. He fent 
immediate orders to the governor of St. Omer, 
commanding the town of Ardres to be reinforced 
and provided with every kind of ftore and provi- 
fion in the moft . ample manner : which orders 
were punftually obeyed. 

The army was difbanded, except the troops 
which were attached to the lord de Cliflbn and 
the Bretons j but they returned as fpeedily as they 
could into Brittany, for news had been brought to 
the lord de Cliffon and the other barons before Ar- 
dres, that Janequin le Clerc*, anEnglifh fquire and 
an expert man at arms, had failed from England to 
Brittany, and had reinforced Breft with Englifh- 
men. Thefe Bretons, therefore, carried with them 
fir James de Verchin, fenefchal of Hainault. The 
duke of Burgundy returned to his brother the king 
of France. 

At this period, there was a large body of men 
at arms affembled on the borders of the Bourdelois, 
in obedience to the fummons of the duke of Anjou 
and the conftable of France, who had appointed a 
day for attacking the Gafcons and Englifli, of 
which I fhall fpeak more fuUy when better informed 
than I am at prefent. 



* Janequin le Clerc, — I imagine to be fir John Clark, of 
whom Hollingflied fpeaks fo handfomely m the 3d of Richard II. 
and who was killed in a battle at a Tea port in Brittany .-*See 
Hollingihed. 

Whilft 
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Ahjou rcfided m the ^6od town of f ouloufe trith 
the duchefs his lady, and was devifing, night and 
day, different fchemes to annoy and harrafs the 
Engllfti; for he found that various caftfcs and 
towns on the river Dordonne, and on the borders 
of Rouergue, the Todoufain irld Qaerci> wen? 
ftill harraffing the country and thofe inhabitants who 
had put themfelves under his obedience. He was 
anxious to provide a reftiedy for this, and refolved 
to lay fiege to Bergeracj this place bemg the key 
to. Gafcony, and ftiiding on the frontiers of Rouer- 
gue, <Jaerci and Limoufin. But as he found there 
were ycft feveral great barons of GafcOfty adverfc to 
him, fuch as the lords de Duras, de Rofem, de 
Mucident, de Langoraht, de Guernoles, de Carles^ 
and fir Peter de Landuras, with mahy niore, he.de- 
tjcrmined to raife a large force that would not only 
enable him to oppofe thefe lords but to keep the 
feld. 

He wrote, therefore, to fir John d'Armagnac, 
who, in fuch a bufinefs, would riot fail him> and 
ient alfo to tl»e lord d'Albret. He had before fcnt 
ior the conftable of France, the lord Louis de 
S^ncerre, the lard de Coilcy and many knights 
and fquires, in Picardy, Brittany tod Norfliandf, 
Vho Were all willing to ferve him and to advance 
their reputation in arms and renown. The con- 
ftable and marfhal of France were already arrived. 

The duke of Anjou knew that there exifted a 
coolnefs between the relations and friends of the 
lord de Pommiers, and fir Thomas ^Fekbh, high 
fenefchal of Bourdeaux, and the Boufdetois, t 

will 
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Vill tcD you the reafon of it, and afterwards clear 
it up. 

. Long before this period, in the year 1375, there 
was a cruel inftance of juftice executed at Bour- 
deaux by the orders of fir Thomas Felton, lieute- 
nant for the king of England in the Bourdelois, 
upon fir William lord de Pommiers, on fufpicion 
of treafon, which aftoniftied every one. 

By orders of fir Thomas Felton, this lord de 
Pommiers was arrefl:ed in Bourdeaux, together 
with a lawyer, his fecretary and counfcllor, called 
John Coulon, a native of Bourdeaux. It was 
proved on them (as I was at die time informed), 
that the lord de Pommiers had agreed to furrender 
himfelf and all his caftles to the French ^ from 
which charge they could never clear themfelves, 
fo that they were condemned to death. 

The lord de Pommiers and his fecretaiy were 
publicly beheaded in the market-place of the city 
of Bourdeaux, before all the people, who mucii 
wondered thereat*. His relations blamed thi.<? 
proceeding exceedingly, and that gallant knight, 
fir Aymon de Pommiers, uncle to fir William, 
fet out from Bourdeaux and the Bourdelois very 



Ml 



♦ A. D. 1377, 1378. 

Rotuli Vafconiae dc anno primo Ricardi II. — Membranoe 16. 
17* »8, 19. 

I. ProccfTus juJicii rediti contra Willelmum Sans, dominuni 
de Pomers, pro proditione, in curia Vafconfix, et de Callris ci 
terrb fuis fatisfadis ad dominum regem. 

Vol. IV. X indig- 
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indignant at fuch a difgrace to his ramilyj and 
fworc he would never again bear arms for the king 
of England. He croffed the feas to the holy fe- 
pulchrc, and made feveral other voyages. On his 
return, he changed to the French intereft, placing 
himfelf and his territories under the obedience or 
the king of France. He immediately fent his 
challenge to the lord de TEfparre, and made war 
upon him, becaufe he had been one of the judges 
of his nephew. 

Sir John Bleflac, fir Peter de Landuras and fir 
Bertrand du Franc were alfo implicated in thefe 
fufpicions of treafon, as well as on account of the 
furrender of the caftle of Fronfac, which had been 
delivered up to the French, it being the inheri- 
tance of the lord de Pommiers who had been be- 
headed : they were detained in prifon at Bourdeaux 
upwards of feven months. They were at length 
fet at liberty, through the entreaties of their friends, 
for nothing could be proved againft them. Sir 
Gaillard Vighier, however, continued a long time 
in imminent danger, which furprifed many, as he 
was not of that country, but had come from Lom- 
bardy with the lord dc Coucy, and was in the fer- 
vice of pope Gregory, who exerted himfelf in 
his deliverance as foon as he heard of his imprifon- 
nient, the knight having infifted on his innocence. 

By thefe means, much fccret hatred was caufed, 
from which many mifchiefs enfued. 

When the duke of Anjou faw the time was ar- 
rived for his marching from Touloufe, and that 

the 
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the greater part of his men at arms were in the 
field 5 in particular, the conftable of France, in 
whom he had the greateft confidence j he fet out 
from Touloufe, and took the direft road to Ber- 
gerac. Sir Perducas d'AIbret was governor of the 
place : he refided in a fmall caftle, a fhort league 
from Languedoc, called Moueux, which is aftrbng 
fort. ^ 

The duke of Anjou and his army marched until 
they came before Bcrgerac, when they encamped 
themfelves all around it, and as near the river as 
poflible for the greater eafe of themfelves and their 
horfes. Many great barons were with the duke: 
in the firfl: place, fir John d'Armagnac, with a 
large troop ; the conftable of France with another 
large body ; the lord Louis de Sancerre, fir John 
de Bueil, fir Peter de Bueil, fir Evan of Walcs> 
fir Maurice de Trifiquidi (who had formerly been 
one of the thirty knights on the French fide at the 
duel in Brittany), fir Alain de Beaumont, fir Alain 
de la Houfl^aye, fir William and fir Peter deMornay, 
fir John de Vers, fir Baldwin Cremoux, Thibauc 
du Pont, I leliot de Calais, and many other able 
men at arms with large companies. They en- 
camped themfelves to a great extent in thofe fine 
meadows along the river Dordonne, fo that it was a 
great pleafure to look at them. 

The conftable was lodged very near to the quar- 
ters of the duke. Thofe companions who were 
defirous of advancing themfelves frequently came 
to the barriers to fl^irmifli; many of whom' were 

X 2 flam 
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flain or wounded by arrows^ as in fuch adventures 
muft happen. 

At the end of fix days after the town of Ber- 
gerac had been befieged, the lord d'Albret and 
lir Bernard d'Albret, his coufin, arrived in the 
camp of the duke, well accompanied by men at 
ai'ms and foot-foldiers, where they were received 
with joy, as the army was by them greatly rein- 
forced. 

The duke, with the principal leaders of the 
army, held a council on the eighth day, to con- 
fider in what manner they could mod efFedtually 
annoy the inhabitants of Bcrgerac. Many fpceches 
were made, and diflfcrent propofals offered. It was 
long debated to ftorm the town, but afterwards 
this meafure was abandoned, as their men might 
fuifer muchj and not make any great gain. The 
council broke up without coming to any deter- 
mination, except to continue on the fiege; for 
they were ftill expedting large bodies of men 
at arms from France, and in particular the lord 
de Couc)|i 
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CHAP. LXIV. 

SIR THOMAS FELTON IS DEFEATED AND MADE 
PRISONER, WITH MANY OF THE PRINCIPAL 
LORDS OF GASCONY, BY A PARTY OF FRENCH 
AT THE SIEGE OF BERGERAC. 

OIR Thomas Fclton, who refided at Bourdeaiix, 
^ was not at his eafe from knowing that his 
enemies v/erc but twelve leagues diftant, and in 
fuch numbers that he could not think of oppofing 
them by force, having alfo learnt the duke of 
Anjou'6 fummons and intentions ; he had, there- 
fore fcnt information to the king and council in 
England; but thofc whom he had dlfpatched 
thither had not been able to do any thing, for the 
kingdom of England was much (haken, and dif- 
ferent parties were mutually oppofing each other. 

The duke of Lancaftcr, in particular, was un- 
popular with the common people ; from which 
caufe much p:uty animofity and danger happened 
afterwards in England. No men at arms were 
fent either to (jafcony or to Brittany ; on which 
account, thofc who were dcfcndinr? the frontiers 
for the young king v/cre very ill ploafed. 

It happened that fir 'I'homas Kelton had defired 
the lord de r]"\lparre to go to En;' land, for the 
better information of the king and his uncU.s rc- 
fpefting the afiairs of Gafcony, in order that they 

X 3 might 
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might take council to provide for them. The 
lord de TEfparre had already left Bourdeaux, and 
was proceeding on his voyage ; btit the wind 
proving unfavourable, he was driven into the 
Spanifti fcas, where he was met by fome Ihips 
from Spain, with whom he engaged unfuccefsfuUy : 
he was made prifoner and carried to Spain, where 
he remained upwards of a year and a half, and fuf- 
fered many mortifications from the relations of the 
lord de Pommiers. 

Sir Thomas was a truly valiant man : he had 
written and fent fpecial meflengers to the lords de 
Mucident, de Duras, dc Rofem and de Langu-^ 
rant, four of the moft noble and powerful barons 
of Gafcony, and who were attached to Englandj^ 
to requeft, that for the honour of the king their 
lord, they would not fail, on any account, to de- 
fend the principality, and to defire they would 
come to Bourdeaux with their vajQTals j for all 
knights who were anxious to acquit themfelvca 
towards the king and lord were already arrived 
there. 

When they were all aflembled, they amounted 
to full five hundred lances : they remained at 
Bourdeaux, and in the Bourdelois, during the 
time when the duke of Anjou was beginning the 
fiege of Bergerac. Sir Thomas Fclton and thefe 
four gafcon barons held a council, in which they 
refolved to march towards the French, and poft 
themfelves in a fecure fituation, to fee if they 
could gain any advantage over them. They fet 
out, therefore^ from Bourdeaux with upwards of 

three 
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three hundred lances^ taking the road for la Reole, 
and came to a certain town called Yuret*, in which 
they quartered themfelves. 

The French knew nothing of this ambufcadc, 
md fufFcred much from it. The fiege of Bergerac 
was ftill going forward : there were many (kirmiftics 
and deeds of arms performed with the garrifon by 
the bcfiegersj but the French were not great 
gainers, for fir Perducas d'Albret, the governor, 
was very aftive in oppofing them, that no blame 
might be imputed to him. 

The army called another council, and refolvcd 
to fend for a large machine, calkd a fow, from la 
Reole, in order the more to harafs the garrifon. 
This fow was a large engine, which caft weighty 
ftones, and one hundred men, completely armed, 
could be drawn up in it, and attack the walls. Sir 
Peter de Beuil, fir John dc Vers, fir Baldwin de 
Cremoux, fir Alain de Beaumont, the lord de 
Montcalay and the lord de Gaures, were ordered 
to go for this engine : they left the army, in con- 
fequence, with about three hundred men at arms 
whom they coyld depend on, and, fording the 
river Pordopne, rode towards la Reole : they ad* 
vanced between Bergerac and la Reole, until they 
came to Yurac, where the Englifli were in ambuf- 
cade with upwards of four hundred combatants, of 
which they were ignorant. 



♦ Yuret,— probably Yurac, — a village in Guienne, near 
Boardeaox. 
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News was brought to the army and to the cort- 
ftable of France, that the Engliih had taken die. 
field ; but it was unknown which way they had 
marched. The conftable, left his men might be 
furprifed, immediately ordered a large detachment 
to guard the foragers, who were out between the 
rivers Garonne and Dordonne, and gave the com- 
mand of it to fir Peter de Mornay, Rr Evan ' of - 
Wales, Thibaut du Pont and Heliot de Calais : 
there might be in this detachment two hundred 
lances of tried men. 

Sir Peter de Beuil, and the others who were 
fent to bring the fow., rode on to la Reole, and> 
having laden a great many carts with it, fet out on 
their return, but by a difierent route from that by. 
which they had arrived, for they required a broader 
road for their convoy, and yet they were to pafs by 
Yurac, or very near to it, where the Englifti were 
in ambufcade : however, they were fo fortunate to 
meet with a fecond detachment from their army, 
when they were within a ftiort kiigue of the town. 
The whole then amounted to full fix hundred lances. 
They continued their march in greater fecurity> 
and more at their leifure. 

Sir Thomas Felton and the barons of Gafcony in 
Yurac were informed, that the French were cf- 
corting that way a y,ery l^rge engine, from la 
Reole to their fiege of Bergerac. They were much 
rejoiced at this intelligence^ and faid it was what . 
they wilhed. They then armed themfelves, 
mounted their horfes, and drew up in tjie bcft 
array they were able. When they h:^d advanced 

into 
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into the plain, they had not long to wait before 
they faw the French, marching in a large body, 
and in handfome order. No fooner was each 
party affured.that thofe whom they faw wei« 
enemies, who feemed mutually eager for the con- 
teft, than (licking fpurs into their horfes, and w^th 
fpears in their refts, they charged each other, 
fliouting their different war cries. I muft fay, that 
in this firft conflift, many a gallant . tilt was per- 
formed, and many a knight and fquire were un- 
horfed and driven to the ground. 

In fuch deadly warfare, there is no accident but 
what may happen. Heliot de Calais, a moft able fquire 
and good man at arms was knocked off his horfe, 
by a violent ftroke on the throatrpiece with a fpear, 
whofe broad point was as fbarp and as fine as a 
razor. This iron cut through the throat-piece, as 
well as all the veins : the ftroke beat him to the 
ground, when he fhortly after died : the more the 
pity. By this accident did he end his days. 

Among the French, there was a knight from 
Berry or Limoyfin, named fir William de Lignac, 
an excellent man at arms, ^vho this day performed 
many gallant deeds. 

The combat was (harp, ^nd long continued on 
each fide, clofe to the village of Yurac : when 
their lances failed, they cjrew their fwords, and 
the attack w;is more vigoroufly renewed. Many 
feacs of prov/efs were performed, many * captures 
made, and many refcued. Of the Englifli llainon 
the fpot, was a gafcon knight, called the lord de 

Gcrnos 



Gcrnos and de Calais; of the French, Thibaut 
du Pont. 

This battle was well and long fought ? many 
h^dfome deeds were done, for they, were aU men 
of valour : but in the end the Englilh could not 
gain the field : they were fairly conquered by the 
French, Sir William de Lignao captured with hi^ 
own hand fir Thomas Felton, fenefchal of Boum 
deaux : nearly at the fame time, die lords dc Mu- 
cident, de Duras, de Rofem> de Languran^ werQ 
alfo made prifoners. Few of the Englilh or Gaft 
cons but were made prifoners or flaip. 

Thofe who could efcape met, oi\ their return 
towards Bourdeaux, the fenefchal des Larxd^s, fir 
William Helman, the mayor of Bourdes^ux, and 
fir John dc Multpn j in the whole,^ about one 
hundred lances : who were hafl:ening to Yurac ; 
but, when they heard the news of fo complete a 
defeat, they wheeled aboutj^ and retum?4 ^^ 
ipeedily as pofllble to Bourdeaux^ 
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CHAP. LXV. 

BERGERAC SURRENDERS TO THE DUKE OF AN- 

JOU. THE tORDS DE DURAS AND DE ROSEM, 

AFTER HAVING PROMISED TO BE OF THE 
FRENCH INTEREST, RETURN AGAIN TO THE 
ENGLISH, 

"IXZHEN this engagement was over and the field 
^ ^ cleared, and all thofe who had been made 
prifoners placed under a fecure guard, they fet out 
on their return to the fiegc carrying on at Ber^ 
gerac. 

The duke of Anjou was mightily rejoiced when 
he heard of the detachments having had fuch fuc- 
cefs, and that all the flower of Gafcony, the 
knights and fquircs his enemies, were either killed 
or taken, and among them fir Thomas Felton, 
who had been very aftive againft him i fo that he 
would rather have loft five hundred thoufand francs 
than that it Ihould have* been otherwife. 

Sir Peter de Beuil, fir William de Lignac, fir 
Evan of Wales and others, continued their march 
until they came to their army before Bergerac, 
where they were received with much pleafure by 
the duke of Anjou, the conftable, the barons and 
knights their friends* who confidered cheir fuccefs 
as very honourable and profitable to them. 

On the morrow, the fow they had brought was 
erefted near to the walls of Bergerac, which much 
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alarmed the inhab:-:iiits, who held a council to 
^onfider their fituation, and whether they could 
maintain it. They addrefled themfclves to their 
governor, for they found they could not long hold 
out, as no fuccour was to^ be expefted fincc their 
lenefchal was taken, and with him the chivalry of 
Gafcony, on whofc affiftance they had depended. 

Sir Perducas told them, they wore in fufficicnt 
ftrength to hold out for fome time, being well 
provided with provifions and artillery, if they made 
not any foolifli agreement. 

Tilings remained in this fituation until the next 
morning, when the trumpets of the army founded 
for an afiault, and every one repaired to his ban- 
ner. The conflable of France, who was in the 
field with a grand array, fent to hold a parley with 
the inhabitants before the aflault began, or any of 
tlieir men were wounded or flain 5 in which he re- 
monftratcd with them, that having had their 
leaders made prifoners, from whom alone they 
could hope for afliftancc, and who were now in 
treaty to place themfelves and their lands under 
the obedience of the king of France, they could 
not look for any relief; and, fhould the town be 
talien by ftorm, it would inevitably be deftroyed 
by fire and flame, a*;:! none receive quarter. 

Thefe threats -frightened the inhabitants, who 
demanded time to hold a confultation, which was 
granted to them. The burghers then aflTemblcd, 
without calling in their governor, and agreed to 
furrender as good Frenchmen, provided they 
were peaceably and gently dealt with, without 

any 
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any of the army entering their town, ^hich w^ 
diredtly granted. 

When fir Perducas d'Albret, their governor, 
heard of this, he mounted his horfc, ordered his 
men to march, and, having pafled the bridges, 
made for the fort of Moncin, when Bergerac fur- 
rendered to the French. 

The conftable of France took pofleffion of it, 
placing therein a governor and men at arms to 
keep and defend it. 

After the furrender of Bergerac, the duke of 
Anjou was advifed to advance furdicr into the 
^coimtry, and lay fiege to Caftillon* on the Dor- 
donne. News of this was foon Ipread through 
die army, when every one began to make his pre- 
parations accordingly -, that is to fay, the duke> 
the conftable and the other men at arms, except the 
marihal of France, who remained behind to wait 
for the lord de Coucy, as he was expefted to ar- 
rive that evening (which indeed he did), when 
the marfhal advanced to meet him with a very 
large attendance of his men, and received him 
moft amicably. They remained all that night in 
the place which the duke had left. 

Th/e duke and his army advanced to a fine 
mead, on the banks of the Dordonne, in his 
march to Caftillon. 

Under the command of the lord de Coucy were, 
fir Aymon de Pommiers, fir Triftan de Roye, the 



* Caftillon, — sl t»wn of Gaycnnc, 0e^on of Bonrdeaux, 
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lords dc FaigncUes, de Jumont, fir John dc Rolay, 
fir Robert de Clermont, and feveral other knights 
and fquires. They marched from their quarters, 
and continued advancing in company with the mar- 
Ihal of France and his troops until they arrived at 
the army of the duke, where they were received 
with much fatisfaftion. 

In the road to Caftillon, there is a town called 
St Foy : before the van-guard arrived at Caflillbn, 
they marched thither, and, having furrounded i^ 
began to attack it brifkly . This town had riot any 
men at arms, and but trifling fortificatiotts, lb 
that it did not long defend itfelf* On its furrcndttP, 
it was pillaged. 

The fiege was formed before Caftilloh ab&vt 
the river, and continued for fifteen days : of 
courfe, there were many fkirmifhes ^at the bar- 
riers, for fome Englilh and Gafcons had retreated 
thither after the battle of Yurac, and defended 
themfelves valiantly. 

The gafcon barons who had been made prifonert 
at Yurac, were ftill in the French camp, and in 
treaty to turn to the French party. Sir Thomas 
^''elton was not folicited fo to do, as he was ah 
Englilhman, but had his ranfom fixed by his maf- 
tcr, fir William de Lignac, to whom he paid thirty 
thoufand francs, and obtained his liberty : bufthis 
was not immediately fettled. 

Afi:er much negociating, the four galcori barons 
turned to the French : they engaged, on their 
faith and honour, that themfelves and their vaffals 
would ever after remain good Frenchmen; for 
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which reafott the duke of Anjou gave them their 
liberties. 

The lords de Duras and de Rofem left the 
duke with a good underftanding, intending to vifit 
their own eftates : the lords de Mucident and de 
Langurant remained with the army, and were 
gracioufly treated by the duke of Anjou, with 
whom they frequendy dined and fupped. 

The firft mentioned lords thought the duke very 
obliging in thus lightly allowing them to depart, 
which indeed he afterwards repented, as he had 
^gdod reafon. Thefe two lords, when on their road 
"i ; converfing together, faid ; ' How can we ferve 
the duke of Anjou and the French, when we have 
hitherto been loyal Englifh ? It will be much better 
for us to deceive the duke of Anjou than the king 
of England, our natural lord, and who has always 
been fo kind to us.* This they adopted,. and relblved 
to go to Bourdeaux, to the fenefchal des Landes, 
fir William Helman, and afliire him that their 
hearts would never fuffer them to become good 
Frenchmen. 

The two barons continued their journey to 
Bourdeaux, where they were joyfully received: 
for they had not then heard any thing of their 
treaties with the duke of Anjou. 

The fenefchal des Landes and the mayor of 
Bourdeaux were inquifitive after news, and what 
fums they had paid for their ranfoms. They iktd> 
that through conftraint and threats of death, the 
duke of Anjou had forced them to turn to tii€ 
French; but added, ^ Gendemen, we will truljT 
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tell you, that before wc toolc the oath, w<* 'rc- 
ferved in our hearts our faith to our natural lord 
the king of England ; andj for any thing we have 
faid or done, will we never become French- 
men/ 

The knights from England were much plcafed 
with thefc words, and declared they had acquitted 
themfelves loyally towards their lord; 

Five days afterwards, news was brought to the 
duke of Anjou and the army before Caftillon, thit 
die lords de Duras and de Rofem had turned to 
the Englilh, which very much aftonifhed the dukcj 
the conftable and tlie other barons. The duke 
then fent to the lords de Mucident and de Langu- 
rant, told them what he had heard, and a(ked 
what they thought of it : thefe barons, who were 
exceedingly vexed, replied ; ^ My lord, if they 
have broken their faiths we will not belie ours j 
and that which we have faid and fworn to you we 
will loyally keep, nor fhall the contrary be ever 
reproached to us ; for by valour and gallant deeds 
of arms have your party conquered us, and wc 
will therefore remain fteady in our obedience to 
you.* 

^ I believe you firmly,' faid the duke of Anjou j 
' and I fwear by God firft, and then by my lord 
and brother, that on leaving this place, we will 
not undertake any one thing before wc have bc- 
fieged the towns of Duras and Rofem,* 

Things remained in this flate ; that is to fay, 
the duke of Anjou much enraged at the conduft 
of the two gafcofi barons, and the fiege continuing 
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before Caftillon* The town and caftle of Caftillon, 
on the Dordonne, was a town and inheritance of 
the captal de Buch, whom the king of France had 
detained in prifon at Paris, 



CHAP. LXVl. 

CASTILLONj SAUVETERRE AND SEVERAL OTHER 
PLACES IN GASCO:^y SURRENDER TO THE 
DUKE OF ANJOU. 

DURING the time Caftillon was befieged, 
there was a great famine, in fo much that 
for money there was difficulty in getting provi- 
iions. The French were forced to march twelve 
or fifteen leagues for forage for the army, and in 
going and returning they ran great rides ; for there 
l^erc many caftles and Englilh garrifons on the 
frontiers, from whence they fallied forth and 
formed aqibufcades s or they waited in the narrow 
paflTes and defiles ; and whenever they found 
themfelves the Itrongeft, they fell upon the French 
foragers, killed and wounded them, and carried 
off their forage. For this reafon, they never could 
forage but in large bodies. 

The fiege of Caftillon was carried on with much 
vigour, and the garrifon fo haraflfed by aflaults 
and engines that they furrendercd, on their lives 
and fortunes being fpared. The men at arms 

Vol. IV. Y marched 



322 

marched out^ and as many more as choie to leave 
it, and went to St. Macairc*, where there is a 
good caille and ftrong town. 

On the furrender of Caftillon, the duke of 
Anjou received the fealty and homage of the m- 
habitants, and renewed the officers : he appointed 
as governor of it a knight from Touraine, called 
fir James de Montmartin. 

When they were about to march from Caftillon, 
they called a council to confider whither they ihould 
go next ; and it was determined to advance tx>« 
wards St. Marine ; but, as feveral fmall forts were 
fcattered about the country before they could ar- 
rive there, it was not thought proper to leave 
them in their rear on account of the fbragcn. 
They therefore, on quitting Caftillon^ marched to 
Sauvcterre f, which they befieged. 

Other intelligence was brought, refpefting the 
lords de Duras and de Rofem, different from 
what had been at firft reported; that in truth 
tli(^v were at Bourdeaux, but it was not known on 
what terms. 

This news was fpread through the army, and 
was fo public as to come to the ears of the lord 
de Mucident and de Langurant : they mentioned 
it to the lord de Coucy and fir Peter de Bueilj 
whom they were dcfirous to intereft in excufing 
thofe knights, adding that it was very fimple to 



* St. Maeaire,— a city in Guyenne, on the Garonne> nine 
leagues from Bourdeaux. 

t Sauvcterre,— a town in Gafcony^ diocefe of Comminges. 
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believe fuch tales fo Hghdy told. They replied, 
they would willingly undertake to Ipcak to the 
duke, who told them he fhould be very happy to 
find the contrary true to what he had heard. 
The affair remained in this ftate, and the fiegc of 
Sauveterre continued: 

The town of Sauveterre held out only for three 
days ; for the knight who was governor furrcn- 
dered it to the duke, on condition of himfelf, 
his troops, with their fortunes, being fpared. By 
thefe means they marched and came before 
St. Bazile^ a good town, which immediatel fur- 
xtndered, and put itfelf under the obedience of 
the king of France. 

They then advanced to Montfegur*, which 
they attacked oil their arrival, but did not gain it 
on this firft attempt. They encamped and re- 
frcflied themfelves for the night. On the morrow, 
they prepared for the aflault, and thofe within, 
feeing they were in earneft, began to be greatly 
alarmed, and called a council, wherein it was 
atlaft determined that they would offer to fur- 
render on having their lives and fortunes Ipared 5 
and upon thefe terms they were received. 

The French marched away to another good 
walled town, fituated between St. Macaire and la 
Reole, called Auberoche. They were four days 
before they could gain it, which was done by ca- 
pitulation. The French then advanced to St. Ma- 
caire^ 
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CHAP. Lxvn;, 

THE DUKE OF ANJOU TAKES THE TOWN AKD 
CASTLE OF ST. MACAIRE BY CAPITULATION,— 
THE TOWN OF DURAS BY STORM, BUT THE 
CASTLE RECEIVES QUARTER. 

'TpHE army of the duke of Anjou was d^jr 
"■^ increafing from all quarters j for fuch knights 
and fquires as were defirous of renown came to 
wait on him, and to ferve him. The ficge was 
formed before St. Macaire in a very handfomc 
manner; for thofe men at arms had retreated 
thither who had quitted the garrifons which had 
furrendered. The town, therefore, had been 
gready reinforced, and better guarded. There 
were many grand affaults "and fkirmifhes, as well 
before the town as at the barriers. 

Whilft the fiege was going forward, the duke 
of Anjou and the conftable of France ordered the 
the leaders of the different corps to make excur- 
fions in various parts. Large detachments, there- 
fore, fet out, under the orders of the marfhal of 
France, fir Perceval de Marneil and fir William 
de Moncontour. 

Thefe detachments remained for fix days in the 
field, took feveral towns and fmall caftles, and put 
all the furrounding country under the fubjeftion 
of the king of France. None went out to op- 
pofe them, for the whole country was almoft 
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empty of men at arms attached to the Englilh, 
and the few who were there fled towards Bourdeaux. 
When they had finilhed their expeditions, they re- 
turned to the army. 

The inhabitants of St. Macaire knew well that 
they could not hold out for a long time j and the 
bcfiegers promifed them every day, that if they 
fuflFered themfelves to be taken by ftorm, they 
ihould all without mercy be put to death. They 
began to be doubtful left their career might ter- 
minate in this cruel manner, and fecretly opened 
a treaty with the French to furrender, on their 
Kvcs and fortunes being fpared. 

The men at arms in St. Macaire had intelligence 
of this, and, fufpefting the inhabitants might per- 
haps form fome treaty inimical to them, they re- 
tired into the caftle, which was large and ftrong, 
and built to ftand a good'fiege, taking with them 
all their own wealth, and a good deal of pillage 
fix)m the town. Upon this, the inhabitants fur- 
rendered their town to the king of France. 

The duke of Anjou received intelligence during 
the fiege of St. Macaire, that his lady the duchefs 
had been brought to bed of a fon at Touloufe, 
The duke and the whole army were much re- 
joiced at this event, and their warlike heroifmwas 
greatly increafed. 

The men at arms entered the town, for it hid 
large ^d handfome houfes, in which they refrefhed 
themfelves, as they had wherewithal, the town 
being well provided with every fort of pro- 
vifion, - 
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The caftle was furroimded on all fides, and en- 
gines credled before it, which caft fuch large 
ftoncs as greatly aftonifhed the garrifon. Whilft 
this fiege was carrying on> true intelligence was 
brought rcfpefting the lords de Duras and de 
Rofem, by two heralds who declared they had 
turned to the Englifti. On hearing this, the duke 
faid, ^ Let me but gain St. Macaire, and I will 
immediately march and lay fiege to Duras/ He 
ordered the attacks on the caftle to be renewed 
with greater vigour, for he was not willing to 
leave it in his rear. 

The garrifon feeing themfclves thus attacked, 
without any hopes of fuccour, and knowing that 
the duke and conftabk were determined to have 
rhem by fair or foul means, thought they 
fhould ad wifely if they entered into a treaty, 
which they accomplifiied, and delivered up the 
caftle, on their lives and fortunes being fparcd, 
and on being conducted to Bourdeauxr Thus did 
the town and caftle of St. Macaire become 
French. 

The duke of Anjou took pofleflion of it, ap- 
pointed a governor, and then decamped with his 
whole army, taking the road towards Duras. 

The army continued its march until it came be- 
fore Duras, when an attack was immediately or- 
dered. The men at arms made themfelves readv, 
and the crofs-bowmen, well fhielded, advanced to 
the town ; fome of whom had provided them- 
felves with ladders, in order die more eafily to 
fcale the walls. 

This 
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This attack was very fevere, and thofe who had 
mounted the walls fought hand to hand with their 
opponents : fo many gallant deeds were done by 
each party, that it lafted the greater part of the 
day. 

When they had thus well fought for a length of 
time, the marfhals ordered the trumpets to found 
a retreat, and every man retired to his quarters 
for the night. In the mean time, fir Alain de la 
Haye, and fir Alain dc St. Pol, arrived at the 
army with a large troop of Bretons, who had 
marched towards Libourne*, and had attacked an 
Englifti garrifon at Cadillacf, which they had 
taken by florm, and flain all within it. 

On the morrow morning, the duke ordered 
the fl^orming to be renewed, and that each man 
fliould exert himfelf to the utmoft. He had it 
alfo proclaimed by a herald, that whoever fhould 
firft enter Duras (hould receive five hundred francs. 

The defire of gaining this reward made many 
poor companions come forward. Ladders were 
placed againft the walls in various places, and the 
attack began in earneft; for the young knights 
and fquires, who were eager for renown, did not 
fpare themfelves, but fought with a thorough good 
will. 



* Libourne, — a city of Guyenne on the Dordonne, ' ten 
leagues from Bourdeaux. 

t Cadillac,-^ town in Guyenne, feven leagues from Bour- 
deaux. 
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The lord de Langurant had afcended a ladder, 
with his fword in his hand, and fought hard to 
enter the town the firft, not indeed for the five 
hundred francs, but to illuftrate his name ; for he 
was exceedingly angry that the lord de Duras had 
fo lightly turned to the Englifh. The lord de 
Langurant, as I muft fay, performed fuch deeds 
that his own people as well as ftrangers were 
quite aftoniflicd therewith, and advanced fo far 
that his life was in great jeopardy; for thofc 
within fide the walls tore off the helmet from his 
head, and with it the hood, fo that he would in- 
evitably have been flain, if his own fquire, who 
followed him clofe, had not covered him with his 
target. The knight defcended the ladder by de- 
grees, but he received in his defcent feveral heavy 
blows on the target. He was much cfteemed for 
this aflTault, by all thofe who faw him. 

In another part, fir Triftan de Roye and fir 
Perceval d'Ayvenal, mounted on ladders, fought 
moft valoroufiy ; and alfo fir John de Jumont and 
fir John de Rofay, where each for his part did 
wonders in arms. On the battlements was the 
lord de Seriel, mounted on a ladder, fighting gal- 
lantly hand to hand with thofe on the infide ; and 
all who faw him faid, that if any one was likely to 
have the advantage of firft entering the town, he 
was in the road fo to do. 

This kni2;ht did not thus adventure himfelf for 
profit, but for glory : however, as fortune is ha- 
zardous, he w^as ftruck down with fuch force by a 
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fword, that he tumbled into the ditch, and broke 
his neck. In fuchwife died this knight. 

The fame fate attended a fquire from Brittany, 
who bore for his arms two -chevrons gules, che- 
quered with or, argent, and azur. This vexed 
the conftable fo much that he ordered the aflail* 
ants to be reinforced, and the fight continued with 
more vigour than before. The lord de Mucident 
proved himfelf an able knight, and (hewed he was 
indeed a Frenchman from the manner in which he 
aflaulted. 

The town of Duras was taken by ftorm, and the 
firft perfons who entered it were fir Triftan dc 
Roye and fir John de Rofay. When the men at 
arms in Duras faw that the town muft be loft, they, 
retreated into the caftle, leaving the reft to its fate. 
Thus was Duras taken, and all found in it were 
put to death. The men at arms retired to their 
quarters, where they difarmed themfelves, and 
took their eafe, having plenty of provifion with 
them. 

On the morrow morning, the conftable of 
France, attended by the marftial, mounted their 
horfes, and rode to the caftle to reconnoitre, and 
fee on which fide they could beft attack it. Hav- 
ing well examined it, they found it was marvel- 
loufly ftrong, and faid, that without a very long 
fiege, it would not be eafily taken : on their re- 
turn, they related this to the duke of Anjou. 
^ That does not fignify,' replied the duke, ' for I 
have faid and fworn, that I would not ftir from 
hence until I ihould have this caftle under my 
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obedience.' ^ And you fhall not forfwear yourfelf/ 
anfwered the conftable. 

Engines were direftly pointed againft the cattle, 
as they were ready on the fpot. When thofc 
within faw the great preparations that were making 
againft them^ as well . by thofe in the town as by 
the French, and that the attack would be feverc, 
and probably fatal to them^ they thought it ad- 
vifable to enter into a negociation. They opened 
a treaty with the conftable, who agreed to fparc 
their lives and fortunes on their furrendering the 
caftle. The duke of Anjou was therefore advifed 
by the conftable not to fatigue or hurt his men, 
but to grant them quarter, which he did. On the 
third day they marched out of the caftle, and 
were conduced whither they wiftied to go, and the 
conftable took poffeffion of it ; but I believe the 
duke of Anjou ordered it to be razed to the 
ground. 



CHAP. LXVIII. 

THE DUKE OF ANJOU RETURNS TO THE DUCHESS 
AT TOULOUSE, AND THE CONSTABLE TO THE 

KING OF FRANCE. EVAN OF WALES LAYS 

SIEGE TO MORTAIN SUR MER. 

AFTER the conqueft of the town and caftle 
of Duras, the duke of Anjou ordered fir 
John de Jumont, fir Triftan de Royc, and fir 

John 
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John dc Rofay, to remain in the town of Landu- 
rant* (for the lord of it had turned to the French 
fince he had been made prifoner at the battle of 
Yurac), with one hundred good fpears to guard 
the frontiers againft the Bourdelois: he himfelf 
wiflied to return to Touloufe to fee his duchefs, 
who had been delivered of a handfome boy, for 
he was defirous of holding a grand feaft at Tou- 
loufe to celebrate this event. 

He therefore ordered men at arms to the dif- 
ferent towns and caftles which he had conquered. 
On difmifling Evan of Wales, he faid to him j 
* You will take under your command the Bretons, 
Poitevins, and Angevins, with whom you will 
march into Ppitou, and lay fiege to Mortain fur 
mer, which the lord dc TEftradef holds j an4 do 
not quit the place for any orders which you may 
receive in the king's name until you have had 
poiTeffion of it ; for it is a garrifon that has done 
us- much mifchief.' 

' My lord/ replied Evan, ^ as far as (hall be 
in my power I will loyally obey you/ The duke, 
the conftable, and the lord de Coucy, then or- 
dered all thofe who were to accompany Evan into 
Poitou. Upon this, full five hundred good men 
at arms left the duke, and took the road to Sain- 
tongei in order to advance towards St. Jean d'An- 
geli. 



* Landurant^— -ihould be Landiras^— ^ town in Guyenne, 
near Bourdeaux. William Shalton was iord of Landirans.— < 
See Rolles Gaiconnes. 

t The fouldich de PEfirade.— See Anilis. 
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The duke of Anjou, the conftable of France, 
the lord de Coucy, the marflial of France, fir 
John and fir Peter de Bueil, returned to Touloufe, 
where they found the duchefs newly recovered 
from her lying-in. On this event, there were very 
great rejoicings and feaftings at Touloufe. 

The conftable and the lord de Coucy then re- 
turned to Paris ; die marihal de Sancerre into 
Auvcrgne, to aflTift the daiiphih of Auvergne and 
the barons of that country, who were carrying on 
the war againft the Englifli that had remained in 
Limoufin, Rouergue, and on the borders of Au- 
vergne. 

Let us now fay fomething of Evan of Wales, 
how he laid fiege at this feafon to Mortain, and 
how he haraffed its garrifon. Evan of Wales, 
being defirous of obeying the orders of the duke 
of Anjou, (for he knew well that whatever the 
duke did was by the direftions of the king of 
France his brother, as he had paid all the cx- 
penfes of the different expeditions he had made) 
had advanced as far as Saintes. He had halted to 
refrelh himfclf and his companions in that rich 
country between Saintes and Poitou, and in the 
beautiful meads which are on the banks of the 
rivers in thofe parts. Many knights and fquires 
of Poitou were with him, fuch as the lords de 
Pons, de Touars, de Vivarois, the loid James de 
Surgercs, and feveral more. On the other hand, 
from Brittany and Normandy, were fir Maurice de 
Trifiquedi, fir Alain de la HouiTaye, fir Alain de 
St. Pol, fir Perceval d'Ayneval, fir William dc 

MontcoptouTj 
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Montcontour, the lord de Mommor, and Morelct 
his brother. 

Thefe troops^ when ordered, marched away, 
and laid fiege to Mortain. The caftle is fituated 
on the Garonne, near to and below its embou- 
chure with the fea : it is the handfomeft and 
ftrongeft fort in all the borders of the countries of 
Poitou, la Rochelle, and Saintonge. 

When Evan of Wales, the barons and knights 
were arrived there, they formed the fiege very 
prudently, and provided themfelves by litde and 
little with every thing they wanted j for they were 
well aware that they could never conquer the caftle 
by ftorm, but that it muft be won by diftreffing 
the garrifon with famine and a long blockade. 

Evan, therefore, ordered four block-houfes to be 
erefted, fo that no provifion could enter the place 
by fea or by land. 

At times, the young knights and fquires who 
wilhed to difplay their courage, advanced to the 
barriers of the caftle, and fkirmifhed with the 
garrifoli. Many gallant deeds were there per- 
formed. 

There was a knight in Mortain called the Soul- 
dich, who was from Gafcony, a valiant knight and 
able man at arms, whofe orders they obeyed as if 
he had been their governor. The caftle was plen- 
fiilly fupplied with wines and provifion, but they • 
were in great want of feveral fmaller neceflTaries. 
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CHAR LXIX, 

KIKG CHARLES OF FRANCE INSTIGATES THE 
SCOTS TO MAKE WAR ON ENGLAND.— THE 
SCOTS TAKE THE CASTLE OF BERWICK. 

T/'ING Charles of France, notwithftanding he 
•*^ always refidcd at Paris, or at various other 
places in France which pleafed him more, and 
that he never bore arms himfelf, kept up a very 
iharp war againfl: his enemies the Engliih. He 
had formed alliances, as well in the empire as with 
the adjoining kingdoms, in a greater degree than die 
four or five preceding kings of France had ever 
done. He paid great attentions to all from whom 
he thought he fhould derive any afliftancej and 
becaufc king Richard of England was young, and 
his kingdom unfettled, he had fent to renew his 
alliance with the Scots, and with their king, Ro- 
bert Stuart, who had fucceeded his uncle king 
David Bruce, and to excite them to make war 
upon the Englifh, fo that they fliould be difabled 
from crofling the feas. 

Upon this, king Robert, after the death of 
■ Edward and the coronation of Richard, afiembled 
his council at Edinburgh, where he had fum- 
moned the greater part of thole barons and knights 
from whom he looked for afliftance. He remon- 
ftrated with them againfl: the Englifti for having in 
former times done diem much mifchief by bum- 

ing 
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ing their country, razing their caftles, killing and 
ranibming the inhabitants : that the time was now- 
arrived when they might revenge themfelves for 
all thefe difgraces; as king Edward was deceafed, 
who had been fo fuccefsful agmnft them^ and a 
young king was now on the throne. 

The barons of Scotland and the young knights 
prefent, being defirous of advancing themfelves 
and revenging the injuries which the Englifh had 
formerly done to their country, replied unani- 
moufly, that they were willing and prepared to in- 
vade England, either to-day or to-morrow, or 
whenever he pleafed. 

This anfwer was very ageeeable to the king of 
Scodand, who returned them his thanks for it. 

Four earls were appointed captains of men at 
arms ; namely, the earl of Douglas, the earl of 
Moray, the earl of Mar and the earl of Suther- 
land J fir Archibald Douglas conftable of Scot- 
land, and fir Robert de Vcrfi * marfhal of the 
whole army. 

Summons were immediately iffued for theaf- 
fembling of the forces by a certain day in the 
Mcrfe, which is the country bordering on England. 
Whilft this fummons was obeying, a valiant fquire 
of Scotland, named Alexander Ramfay, fet off 
with forty men from his company, determined to 
perform a gallant enterprize. They were all well 
mounted, and, having rode the whole night through 
bye roads, came to Berwick nearly at day-break. 

* 11 ■ !■ Ml—— I III ■ ■ ■ ■ , „ a 

• Sir Robert dc Verfi. Q;^ 

A fquire 
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A fquire attached to the carl of Northumber- 
land, called William Biffet, ■yeas governor of the 
town of Berwick ; and a very able knight, called 
fir Robert Abcton *, was conftable of the caftle. 

When the Scots were arrived near Berwick, 
they concealed themfelvcs, and fent a fpy to ob- 
fervc the ftate of the caftle. The Ipy entered it 
as fer as the ditches, wherein there was not any 
water, nor indeed could any be retained in them, 
for they were of moving fands : he looked about 
him on all fides, but did not fee a foul : upon 
which, he returned back to his mafters. 

Alexander Ramfay diredly advanced with hii 
companions, without fpeaking a word, and pafiTed 
the ditches : they had brought good ladders with 
tjiem, which they placed againft the walls. Alex- 
ander was the firft who mounted them fword in 



• Sir Robert Abcton— lir Robert Boymon. Dr. Puller, in 
his hiltory of Berwick, 17991 ^^y^> * that fcven intrepid ScotT- 
men in 1377 took polTeflion of Berwick caftle by ftorm in the 
Bight, uid continued mailers of it for eight days, though it 
was befieged by feven fhoufajid EngUfh archers and three thou- 
Jand 'Cavalry, and only loA: two of their number, which had in- 
ereafed to forty-eight when they were fubdued. - NotwithlUnd- 
' ing this heroic achierement, they were all put to the fword. 

' Upon entering the cafUe, they killed the governor, (Ir Ro- 
bert Boynton, but liberated his lady for two thoufand marks. 

' When the earl of Northumberland fummoned thefe heroei 
to furrender, they boldly replied ; 

' That they would not yield it either to the kings of EngLmd 
or Scotland, but would retain and de&Did it for the Idng of 
France.' 

No authority ii mentioned. 
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hand,^ and entered the; cattle followed by his- men 
without any oppofition. 

When they had all entered, they haftened to the 
great tower where fir Robert Boynton flept, and 
began to cut down the door of it with the axes 
they had brought. The governor was fuddenly 
awakened ; lie had flept all the night, and kept 
but a poor watch, for which he paid dear. He 
heard the door of his chamber broken, and thought 
it might be done by fome of his own men who 
wanted to murder him, becaufe he had quarrelled 
with them the preceding week. With this idea, 
he opened a window which looked on the ditches, 
leaped out of it without further confideration, and 
thus broke his neck and died on the fpot. 

The guards of the cattle, who towards day- 
break had been afleep, awakened by his groans, 
found the cattle had been fcaled and taken : they 
began to found their trumpets, and to cry out, 
* Treafon ! treafon ! ' 

John Billet, the governor of Berwick, on hear- 
ing their cries, armed himfelf, as well as all the 
able men of the town, and advanced toward the 
caQle, when they plainly heard the noife of the 
Scots ; but they could not gain entrance, for the 
gates were fliut, and the draw-bridge raifed. Upon 
this, John Biflct, having confidered a fliort time, 
faid to thofe with him ; * Come quickly : let us 
break down the fupports of the bridge, fo that 
none can fally out, nor get away without danger 
from us.' 

Vol. IV, Z They 
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They foon got hatchets and wedges, and tlw 
fupports of the gate next the town were de- 
ftroyed. John Biffet fent off a meflcngcr to the 
lord Percy at Alnwick, which is but twelve fhort 
leagues off, to requeft he would come imme- 
diately to his afliftancc with all his forces, for 
that Berwick caftle had been taken by the Scots, 
He alfo faid to Thomelin Friant *, who was the 
perfon he fent; ' Tell my lord of Percy the 
ftate you have left me in, and how the Scots are 
fhut up in the caftle, and cannot get away, unlefs 
they leap the walls ; fo let him haften here as faft 
as he poffibly can.* 

Alexander Ramfay and his men, having fcaled 
the caftle of Berwick, thought they had done won- 
ders, as in truth they had : they ^ would have been 
mafters of the town, if John Biflet had not afted 
fo .prudently, and flain whomever they pleafed, or 
fhut them up in the tower, for fuch was their in- 
tention : they faid, ' Let us now go into the town ; 
it is ours -, and feize all the riches, which we will 
make the good men of ttie town carry away for us, 
and then we will fet fire to it, for it cannot now 
make any refiftance : in three or four days time, 
fuccours will come from Scotland, fo that we IhaU 
fave all our pillage : and on our departure we will 
fet the caftle on fire,- and by thefe means repay 
our hofts.' All his companions affented, for they 
were eager for gain. They tightened on their 

T . ■■ ' ■ ' ' * 

* Thomelin Friant. Q. 
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arms, and each grafped a fpear, for they had 
found plenty in the caftle, and, opening the gate, 
let down the draw-bridge. When the bridge was 
let down, the chains which fupported it broke ; for 
the pillars on which it ftiould hare rcftcd were 
deftroyed, and the planks carried into the town. 

When John Biflet, and the inhabitants who 
were there aflcmbled, faw them, they began 
fhouting out, * Oh what, are you there ? keep 
where you arc, for you (hall not go away for a 
certainty without our permiffion/ 

Alexander Ramfay, feeing their appearance, 
foon found they intended to keep them confined in 
the caftle, and that they muft get away as well ^s 
they could : he therefore fliut the gates, to avoid 
their arrows, and ordered his people toinclofe 
themfelves within, intending to defend the caftle. 
They flung all the dead into the the ditches, and 
fliut up the prifoncrs in a tower. They thought 
die place was full ftrong enough to hold out until 
fuccours fhould come from Scotland, for the ba- 
rons and knights were aflCembling in the Merfc and 
in that neighbourhood : the earl of Douglas had' 
6ven left Dalkeith, ^id arrived at Dtinbar. 

We will now return to the fquire whom John 
Biflet fent to Alnwick, and fpcak of his alrrival, 
and of the information he gave to the carl of 
Northumberland. 



Z 2 CHAP. 



3^0 



CHAP. LXX. 

THE EAAL OF NORTHUMBERLAND RETAKES THC 

CASTLE OF BERWICK. 

'T^HOMELIN Friant made hafte until he ai<- 
'*' rived at Alnwick, and entered the caftle 
from the knowledge he had of it ; for it was fo 
early that the earl of Northumberland was not out 
of bed. Having arrived at his bedfide to fpeak to 
him, for the bufmefs was very pre fling, he faid; 
* My lord, the Scots have this morning taken 
Berwick caftle by furprife j and the governor of 
the town fends me to inform you of it, as you are 
the lieutenant of all thefe countries.* 

When the earl heard this news, he made cvciy 
poflible hafte to order fuccour to Berwick: he 
fent off* letters and meflengers to all knights and 
fquires of Northumberland, and to thofc from 
' whom he expe&ed any afliftance, defiring them 
to repair to Berwick without delay, and informing 
them thai: he was marching thither to befiege the 
Scots, who had conquered the caftle. 

This ftimmons was foon fpread over the coun- 
try, and every man at arms, knight, fquirc and 
crofs-bowman left their houfes. The lord Ne- 
ville, the lord Lucy, the lord Gaftop *, the lord 
Stafford, the lord de Blellesf, the governor of 



♦ Gallop. Q. f Blcllcs. Q;^ Bcllafis. 
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Kewcaftlcj and a right valiant and expert man at 
arms, called fir Thomas Mufgrave, were there; 
but the carl of Northumberland firft arrived at 
Berwick with his people ; and forces daily came 
thither from all parts. 

They were in the whole about ten thoufand men, 
who furrounded the caftle fo clofely on all fides 
that a bird could not have efcaped from it without 
being feen. The Englifh began to form mines, 
the fooner to accomplifh their purpofe againil: the 
Scots and reg^n the cafiile. 

Intelligence was brought to the barons and 
knights of Scotland, that the earl of Northum- 
berland, with the chivalry of that country, were 
befieging their countrymen in Berwick caftle : they 
therefore determined to march thither, raife the 
fiege and reinforce the caftle, for they confidered 
what Alexander Ramfay had performed as a moft 
gallant achievement. Sir Archibald Douglas, the 
conftable, faid ; ' Alexander is my coufin, and 
it is his high birth that ba3 caufed him to tinder- 
take and execute fo bold a feat as the taking of 
Berwick caftle; it behoves us to do all in our power 
to aflift him in this bufinefs, and if we can raife 
the fiege it will be to us of great value : I am of 
opinion, therefore, that we march thither.' He 
immediately ordered part of the army to remain 
behind, and the reft to advance toward Berwick. 

He chofe five btindred lances from the flower of 
the Scots army, and fet off well mounted and in 
good order, taking the road to Berwick^ 
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- Th^ Englifli who were before Berwick with ten 
thoufand men^ including archers, foon heard how 
fhe Scots intended to raifc the (icge and reinforce 
the garrifon : they called a council, and refolvcd 
to extend their ground, to wait for them and 
offfcr battle, as they were anxious to meet them. 

The earl of Northumberland ordered all to pre* 
ptLTt themfelveis, and march into the plain to be 
muftered, when they were /ound to amount to 
full three thoufand men at arms andieven thou* 
fand archers. 

' When the earl faw his army fo numerous, he 
faid ; ^ Let us keep to this ground, for we are able 
to combat all the force Scotland can fend againft 
U^.* They encamped on an qxtenfive heath, with^^ 
out the walls of Berwick^ in two ba talions and in 
good afrray. 

This had been fcarcely done an hour before they 
perceived fome of the fcouts of the Scots army 
advancing, but too well mounted to be attacked by 
the Englilh : however, fome Englifh knights and 
fquires would have been glad to have quitted their 
line to have checked their career, but the earl faid, 
' Let them alone, and allow their main body to 
come lip : if they have any inclination for the corn-* 
bat, they will themfelves advance nearer to us/ 

The Englilh remained very quiet, fo that the 
' Scots fcouts came fo clofe they were able to recon- 
noitre their two battalions and judge of how many 
men they were compofed* When they had fuf- 
ficiently obferved them, they teturned to their lords^ 
and related what they hid fcen, faying ; ^ My 

lords. 
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lords, wc have advanced fo near to the Englilh 
that we have fully reconnoitred them: we can 
tell you, they are waiting for you, drawn up in 
two handfome battalions, on the plain before the 
town : each battalion may confift of five thoufand 
men : you will therefore confidcr this well. Wc 
approached them fo clofe that they knew us for 
Scots fcouts ; but they made not the fmalleft 
attempt to break their line to purfue us.* 

When fir Archibald Douglas and the Scots 
knights heard this account, they were quite me- 
lancholy, and faid ; ^ We cannot think it will be 
any' way profitable for us to advance further to 
meet the Englifh ; for they are ten to one, and 
all tried men: we may lofe more than we can gain : 
and a foolifh enterprize is never good, and fuch is 
what Alexander Ramfay has performed/ 

Sir William Lindfay, a valiant knight and uncle 
to Alexander Ramfay, took great pains to perfuadc 
them to fuccour his nephew, faying; ' Gentle- 
men, my nephew, in confidence of your afliftance, 
has performed this gallant deed, and taken Berwick 
caftle. It will turn to your great fhame, if he 
fhould be loft, and none of our family in future 
will thus boldly adventure themfeives.' 

Thofe prefent anfwered, ' That they could not 
amend it, and that the many gallant men who were 
diere could not be expedled to rifk their own de- 
ftrudtion in the attempt to prevent a fingle fquire 
from being made prifoner/ It was therefore de- 
termined to retreat fiirther up in their own country 
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among the mountains near the river Tweed, whither 
they marched in good order and at their leifure. 

When the earls of Northumberland and Notting- 
ham, and the other barons of England, found the 
Scots were not advancing, they fent off fcouts to 
enquire what was become of them, who brought 
back intelligence that they had retreated towards 
the Merfe beyond the caftle of Roxburgh *. 

On hearing this, each man retired quiedy to>w 
his quarters, where they kept a ftrict guard until 
the morrow morning about fix o'clock, when they 
all made themfelves ready for the attack of the 
caftle. The affault immediately began : it was 
very fcvere, and continued until the afternoon. 
Never did fo few men as the Scots defend them- 
felves fo >yell, nor was ever caftle more brifldy 
attacked -, for there were ladders raifed againft dif- 
ferent parts of the walls, in which men at arms 
afcended with targets over their heads, and fought 
hand to hand with the Scots. In confequence, 
many were ftruck do^yn and hurled into the ditches. 
What moft annoyed the Scots were the Englilh 
archers^ who ftiot fo brifkly that fcarcely any one 
dared to appear on the bulwarks. This a0ault 
was conrinued until the Englifli entered the caftle^ 
when they began to flay all they could lay hands 
on: none efcaped death except Alexander Ram- 
fay, who was made prifoner by the earl of 
Northumberland. 

* There feems fome miftake of geography h^iQ. 
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In this manner was Berwick caftlc regainecl 
The earl of Northumberland appointed John Biffct 
conftable thereof, a very valiant fquire, through 
whofe means, as you have already heard, it had 
been reconquered. He had every part of it re- 
paired^ and the bridge which Jie had broken down 
reftored. 



CHAR LXXI. 



THE EARLSOFNORTHUMBERLAND AND NOTTINQ- 
HAM ENTER SCOTLAND WITH A LARGE ARMY. 

A FTER the rc-capture of Berwick caftle, the 
^ earls of Northumberland and Nottingham, 
the two moft powerful barons of the army, de- 
termined to make an excurfion after their enemies, 
and if they could find them to offer them battle. 
As they had refolved, fo did they execute : early 
on a morning they marched away taking the road 
to Roxburgh up Tweedfide. When they had 
marched about three leaguss, they called a council, 
and the two earls thought it advifable to fend a 
detachment to Melrofe, a large monaflery of black 
monks, fituated on the Tweed, which is the 
boundary of the two kingdoms, to know if any 
Scots were lying thereabouts in ambufcade ; whilft 
they with the main body would march into the 
Merfc ; by which means they would not fail of 

hearing fome news of the Scots. 
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^^ That yalkrit kmght fir Thomak Mufgrave was 
tp|K>inted tc^mniander of this detachment : ^ it con- 
SBtdtti three hundred men at »*ms and as many 
irchefs. They left the army, which, on the re- 
paration, took a different route^ one marchiitg to 
the tight and the other tb the left. Sir Thomas 
and his fon rode on to Mclrofe, where they arrived 
at an early hour, and took up their quarters, to 
rcfrelh themfclves' and "'their horfes, as well as to 
make enquiries after the Scottifli army. 

They ordered tv^^o of their fquires, well mounted, 
to ride over the country, to endeavour to find out 
the fituation of the Scots, and in what order they 
were. Thcfe two fquires, on leaving their com- 
manders, continued their route until they fell i|Uo 
an ambufcade of the Scots, commanded by " fir 
William Lindfay, who had pofted himfelf in hopes 
ofmeeting with Tome adventure, and to hear news 
of Berwick, and alfo what had been the &tc of 
his nephew, Alexander Ramfay, and into V9ho& 
hands he had fallen : this he was very anxious to 
learn : he had with him about fcM-ty lances. 

The Englifii were feized immediately on d^ir 
entering this ambuih, which gave the knight very 
great pleafure. He demanded from them Whci^e 
they came ; but they were afi^aid of fpeaking left 
|hey fliould betray their mafters : h6wevcr> tbey 
4i^re forced to be explicit, for the knight afliired 
them that he would have them beheaded, if they 
did not tryly anfwer all the queftioos he Ihoidd jMt 
to them. , -J . 

^ When things became fo ferious, and they faw 

no 
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no means of eftaping, they related how the caille 
of Berwick had been regained^ and all found withiii 
put to death except Alexander Ramfay : they after- 
wards told how the earls of Northumberland and 
I^ottingham were marching along Tweedfide in 
fearch of the Scots, and how fir Thomas Mufgravc, 
his fon, fir John Seton and fir Richard Breton^ 
with three hundred fpears and as many archers, 
were lodged in the abbey of Melrofe, and that 
thefe knights had fent them out to difcover where 
the Scots were. 

^ By my troth,' replied fir William Lindfay, 
* you have found us, and you will now remain 
with us.' They were then taken afide, and giren 
up to fome of their companions, with orders to 
guard them well under penalty of their lives. 

Sir WiDiam Lindfay inftandy fent off one of his 
men at arms, faying ; ^ Ride to our main army, 
and tell them all you have heard, and the fituadon 
of the Englifh : I will remain here uudl morning, 
to fee if any thing clfe may happen.' 

This man 'at arms rode on until he came to a 
l»ge village beyond Morlane*, which is called 
Hondebray f > fituated on the. Tweed, among the 
mountains, where there were large meads and a 
plentiful country ; for which rcafons the Scots had 
quartered thcmfelves there. Towards evenings 

—>—*»— I I mim^mmmimam^tlm^* I » IIXaM— i>a.»«— ■^■M.—J— I — — — ■ — — IWiM^Bi— — ^ 
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* Morlane. ^ LuMrlw.'^M'Ph^rJof^s Giografbkal Bbi^ 

$rmi$iu of Sc9Uifi Hi/hrjf. 

f Hondebray. • It&ems Hadingtoun; and« if fo« the river 

Ought to be Tine*' 

M'Fbirfen's Giog.Ittult. 

the 
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|[ie fquire arrived s and, as they knew he had 
l>rought fomc intelligence, he was conduced, to 
the earls of Douglas/ Murray, Sutherland, and to 
fir Archibald Douglas, to whom he related all you 
have juft rc^* 

The Scots were much vexed on hearing the re- 
capture of Berwick caftle; but they wrre recon- 
ciled by the news of fir Thomas Mufgrave and 
the other EngJifti knights being quartered at Miel- 
rofe. They determined to march inftantly, to 
diflodge their enemies, and make up from them 
j^r die lofs of Berwick. 

They armed themfelves, faddled their horfes, and 
|eft Hadingtoun, advancing to the right of Melrofe, 
for they were well acquainted with the country, 
and arrived a litde before midnight. "But it. then 
^began to rain very heavily, and with iuch a violent 
wind in thejr faces that there was fioi\t fo ftput but 
was overpowered by the ftorm, fo that they coiik} 
fcarcejy guide their horfes : the pages fuffered fo 
much from the cold, and their comfortlcfs fitua-p 
don, that they could not carry the fpears, but let 
them fall to the ground : they alfo feparated from 
iheir companions, and lofl: their way. 

The advanced guard had halted, by orders of 
the confiable, at the entrance of a large wood^ 
through which it was neccflary for them to pafs i 
for fome knights and fquires who had been long 
pfed to arms faid, they were advancing fooEfhiy, 
and that it was not proper to continue their couiib 
in fuch weather, and at fo late an hour, as they 
ran a rilk of lofin^ more than they could gain. 

They 
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They therefore concealed themfelvea and thejf 
horfes under oaks and other large trees until ic 
was day. It was a long time before they couhf 
make any fire from their flints and wet wood: 
however, they did fucceed, and fevcral large fires 
were made ; for the cold and rain lafted until 
iun^ife^ but it continued to drizzle until the hour' 
of fix. Between fix and nine o'clock, the day 
began to get fomewhat warmer, the fun to fhine, 
and the larics to fing. The leaders then aflTem-* 
bled to confider what was bcfl: to be done, for 
they had failed in their intentions of arrivmg at 
Melrofe during the night. 

They refolved to breakfaft in the open fields on 
what they had, to refrefh themfelves and horfes, 
and fend out parties to forage. This was exe- 
cuted, and the greater part of their foragers (pread 
themfelves over the country and adjacent villages. 
They brought hay and corn for the horfes, and 
provifion for their maftcrs. 

It happened that the Englifh quartered in the 
abbey of Melrofe had that morning fent out theif 
foragers, fo that the two parties met, and the 
£ng^(h had not the advantage; feveral of their 
party were flain and wounded, and their forage 
^ized. When fir Thomas Mufgrave and the Eng- 
lilh knights in Melrofe heard of it, they knew 
the Scots were not far diftant : they ordered theit: 
trumpets to found, and their horfes to be faddled> 
whilit they armed themfelves, for. they were de- 
termined to take the field. They lefi: the abbey 
in good order, and in handfome array. 

The 
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^^Thc Scots knights had rtccived information 
uoxn tteir ibr^^rs of their enemies being near: 
ibey t;hcrefore made all hafte to refrelh dieir hories^ 
tci arm aad draw thcmfelves up in order of battle, 
alpngfide and under cover of the wood. They 
were full feven hundred lances, and two thoufand 
others, whom I call lufty varlets, armed with 
hunting fpears, durks and pointed ftaves. 
\The lord Archibald Douglas and his coufin the 
earl of t)ouglas faid ^ ^ We cannot fail to have 
fbme bufineis fince the Englifh are abroad ; let us 
therefore be on our guard, for we will fight with 
them if the parties be nearly equal.' They fent 
two of their men at arms to obferve the order of 
the £jDgliih, whilfl: they remained {bug in their 
ambuftu 



" CHAP. Lxxn. 

HR THOMAS MUSGBLAVE AND THE ENGLISH 
UNDER HIS COMMAND ARE DEFEATED BY 
THE SCOTS. 

Q IR Thomas Mufgrave and the knights of 
*^ Northumberland, being defirous of meetmg 
the Scots on equal terms, fet out from Mclrofc, 
ahd took the road to Morlane : they left the Tweed 
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9n their left hand^ and, by an afcendiog^ ^^4^ 
made for a mountain called St. Giles*. ^ 

Two Scots fcouts were polled there, who, hav- 
ing well confidered the Englifh, immediately fct 
off to their own troops, and related their obfer- 
yations on the Englifh; in what order they were 
marching, and that they had only feen three ban- 
ners and ten pennons. 

The Scots were highly pleafed with this intelli* 
gence, and faid with a hearty good will, * In the 
name of God and St. Giles, let us march towards 
them, for they muft be our^ prifbners/ They 
then ftiouted their war-cry, which I think was, 
* Douglas, St. Giles !' 

They had not advanced half a league before 
both armies came in fight, and each knew a 
combat was unavoidable. Upon this the carl of 
Douglas knighted his fon, and fir James Douglas 
difplayed his banner. He alfo knighted the lord 
Robert and lord David, fons of the king of Scot- 
land, who in like manner dilplayed their banners* 
There were made on the fpot about thirty knighu 
in the Scottifh army, and one from Sweden, called 
fir George de Befmede, who bore on a ihield, 
argent a mill -iron gules with an indented bordure 
gules. 

On the other hand, fir Thomas Mufgrave made 
his fon Thomas a knight with others of his houfe- 
hold. The lord Stafibrd and lord Galcoyn made 
fome likewife. They drew out ' their archers, 

•mmmmmmmmmmmmmmtm^ i i ■ ■ ■ —— — — p— 

• St Giles. Qi, this mouiitain. 
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poftiftg them on their wings ; and, this day, the 
Englilh cry was, * Our Lady of Arleftone !' 

The engagement then commenced with vigour, 
and the archers by their fhooting confounded the 
men at arms j but the Scots were in fuch num- 
bers, the archers could not be every where. There 
were between the knights^ and fquires many a tilt 
and gallant deed performed, by which fevcral were 
iinhorfed. 

Sir Archibald Douglas was a good knight, and 
much feared by his enemies : when, near to the 
Englilh, he difmounted, and wielded before him 
an immenfe fword, whofe blade was two ells long, 
which fcarcely another could have lifted from the 
ground, but he found no difficulty in handling it, 
and gave fuch terrible ftrokes, that all on whom 
they fell, were ftruck to- the ground 5 and there 
were none fo hardy among the Englifh able to 
withftand his blows. 

The battle was fharp and well fought as long as 
it laftedi but that was not any length of time, 
for the Scots were three to one, and men of tried 
valour. I do not fay but the Englifh defended 
thcmfelves valiantly : in the end, however, they 
were defeated, and fir Thomas Mufgrave, his fon, 
with feveral other knights and fquires, made pri- 
foners. The Scots took feven fcore good pri- 
foners i ^nd the purfuit lafted as far as the river 
Tweed, where, numbers were flain. 

The Scots, after this vidory, refolved to march 
ftraight for Edinburgh, as they learnt from their 
prifoners that the earls of Northumberland and 

Nottingham 
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Nottingham were in the neighbourhood on the 
other fide of the Tweed, on their road to Rox- 
burgh, and that they were in fufficient numbers 
to engage with all the force the Scots could bring 
againft them : on which account, they thought they 
might as well abandon their expedition, in order 
to fave themfelves and guard their prifoncrs. 

They had wifely determined to retreat without 
making any halt ; for, had they returned that 
evening to their former quarters, they would have 
run a rifk of being conquered, as I fhall now 
relate. 

When the earls of Northumberland and Not- 
tingham, and the other barons of England had 
feparated from fir Thomas Mufgrave, they ad- 
vanced diredly towards Roxburgh. They learnt 
from their fpies, that the Scots, whom they were 
fceking to fight with, were quartered at Hondc- 
bray, which pleafed them much, and they rc- 
folved to have a fkirmifh with them : they were 
marching thither that fame night the enemy had left 
it : but in rained fo hard that they could not accom- 
plifli their purpofe : they therefore took up their 
quarters in the woods until the morrow, when they 
again fent out their fcouts to find where the Scots 
were, who returned, faying that they could not fee . 
any thing of them. 

They then determined to advance towards Mcl- 
rofe, in order to gain intelligence of fir Thomas 
Mufgrave and his companions. When they had 
dined, they marched along Tweedfide, on their 
way thithei;, and fent fcouts over the river to learn 
fome news of them. 

Vol. IV. A a After 
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After thi defeat on the plains of St. Giles, which ' 
I have jtift related, the fcouts met fevcral of their j 
fcllow-foldiers flying like men difcomfitcd, who | 
told them as much as th^y knew of the battle. ^ 
Upon this, they returned, and with them the run* 
aways, who related truly what had paflcd between 
the Englilh and Scots : they well knew they had 
been defeated, but were ignorant who had been 
killed or who made prifoner. 

The lords of Northumberland, on hearing this 
unfortunate intelligence, were very melancholy, 
and with reafon. They had two caufes for vexa^- 
tion; for having loft the batde, and for having 
miffed finding the Scots, whom they had been in 
fearch of. 

A numerous council was affembled in the field, 
whether or not to purfue the Scots 5 but as they 
did not know which way they had marched, and 
night approaching, they refolved to make for 
Melrofe, and fix their quarters there. 

Before they could accomplish their march to 

. Melrofe, they heard the truth of the event of the 

battle 5 that fir Thomas Mufgrave^ his fon, with 

fcvcn fcore men at arms, had been made prifoners 

fcy the Scots, who wer« carrying theni off> and 

• liad t^en the. road to Edinburgh. 

Thefe barons then found that they ttiuft fub- 
mh: to their lofs, for help it they could not. They 
pafled the ni^t as well as they were able, and on 
the morrow they decamped, when the carl of 
Northumberland gave permiflSon for every one to 
return to his home : he himfelf retired intoliis own 
country. Thus wa^thig expedition put an end to. ' 

The 
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The Scots tdtuiMd to Edinti]rgh> KM hot all, 
fiir die earl of DoU^ni^ and his Ton took the ro^ 
to Dalkeith. Thii great Aicccfs which th*y hM 
obtained was a gfcat rtovclty for Scotlaind. Tfie 
knights and fquires treated dieH^ priforier^ h^wf- 
fomdy, rwfbmed them Gbtnteoufly, and did with 
them the beft they coiiki. We will now fcuve off 
fpeaking of the Seots^ and relate other events 
which happened in France. 



e&Ap. Lxxm. 

THE DSATirS OP THt <Ur£ENS OF FRANCB AWD 
OF NAVARRE, AND THE RENEWAL OF fHE 
f£fJM BStWEltlt^ THEIR TWO HUSBANDS. 

npHIS year, in the month of February, Ac 
**• queen of France died, and, as the phyficians 
faid, by hct own fatilt. She was with child of the 
ludy Catherine, who ¥ras afterwards duchefs of 
Berry. The queen, as I have before faid, was 
A<A vety fuc advanced in her pregnancy^; but the 
do&ors had forbidden her bathing, as being fuU 
of danger : however, ihe would perlift, and con- 
tinued ufing bathsj^ which brought on a mental 
diforder. King Charles of France never marrie4 
again. 

Soon after the death of the queen of France, 
the queen of Navarre died alfo. She was filter* 
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gcrman to the king of France. Upon her death 
disputes arofc among the lawyers of the county of 
Evreux in Normandy t they faid, that that county 
was, by rightful fucceffioh from the mother, de- 
.volved to the children of the king of Navarre, 
who \^ere feparated from him, under age, and in 
the guardianihip of king Charles their uncle. 
• King Charles of Navarre was fo much fufpeiffced 
of having caufed, in former times, many ills to 
France, that he was not thought worthy of pol^ 
fcfling any inheritance in that kingdom under the 
name of his children. The conftable of France, 
therefore, returned from Aquitaine, where he had 
been a confiderable time with the duke of Anjou, 
and brought with him the lord of Mucident, that 
he might fee the king and become acquainted with 
him. / 

The conftable was received by the king with 
great joy, as was the lordde Mucident on his ac- 
count. 

. There were many fecret councils and conver- 
sations between the king and conftable, which 
were not immediately made public, refpefting the 
fituation of France and Navarre. We will fhortly 
return to this bufinefs j but, in order to chronicfe 
juftly all the events which at this period haj^ened 
in the world, -I will relate to you the beginning of 
that grand fchifm which defolated the ehurch, by 
which all Chriftendom was Ihaken, and from whidh 
many evils were engendered and fpread abroad. 
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CHAP. LXXIV. 

THE DEATH OF POPE GREGORY XI.— AFTER THE 
SUDDEN DEATH OF HIS IMMEDIATE SUCCESSORj 
THE CARDINALS ARE CONSTRAINED TO ELECT 
URBAN VJ. WHrCH CAUSES A SCHISM IN THE 
CHURCH OF ROME* 

VrOU have before heard how pope Gregory XL 
''• filled the papal chair at Avignon. When he 
found there was not any likelihood of his bringing 
about a peace between the kings of France and 
England, he was much difpleafed, for he had la- 
boured hard at it, as well as the cardinals by his 
orders. He refolved, as a matter of devotion, to 
revifit-Rome and the holy fee, which St. Peter and 
St. Paul had edified and augmented; for he had 
made a vow to God, that if he fhould ever be 
raifed to fo eminent an honour a$ the papacy, he 
would never hold his feat but where St. Peter had 
placed it. 

This pope was of a delicate conftitution and 
fickly habit, fo that he fufFered more than another; 
and during his refidence at Avignon he was much 
engaged with the affeirs of France, and fo much 
preffed by the king and his brothers, that he had 
not time to attend to his own concerns : he there- 
fore faid, he would place himfelf at a diftancCi 
that he might enjoy more repofe. 
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He made preparations in the moft ample manner 
becoming fuch a great pcrfonagc, on the riviera of 
Genoa and on all the roads. He told his brethren 
the cardinals to provide for themfelvcs j^ for, bcji^ 
refolved to go to Rome, he fhould certeinly fct 
out. On hearing this, the cardinals were inuch 
furprifed and vexed; for they remembered the 
Romans, and would willingly have turned him 
from taking this jouiney, but they could not fuc- 
ceed. 

When the king of France was informed pf \Xs 
he was in a violent paQion ; for when at AvIgjiiQi^ 
he had him more under his power t]ian any where 
clfe. He wrote, therefore, dj^reftly to his IprQthcr th^ 
duke ofAnjou, at Touloufe, fignifying, thatq^I^Q 
receipt pf the letter, he Ihould fct 6u; for Avig- 
i>on, and endeavour, by talking to the popfj^ VI 
make him give yp his intended journey. 

The dyke of Axy[ou did wh^t the king ^^ 
ordered, and went to Avignon, where Kc v^ re- 
ceived with great refpeit by the cardinals. P(<; 
took up his lodgings in the palace of the POD^x 
that he mi^ht have more frequent ppportujupes 
of converfing with him. 

You may eafily imagine that he acqutt;tc4, hiip- 
fjplf ably in the diffetent converfatjons he b^c} >yj|b 
^e pope, to diffuade hiiu froni hi^ int^i^tipjuf . p/ 
gomg to Rome i but he would not liftei? tp h^nj 
oji. this lubjeft, nor give up apy thing th^it ^l4t;e4 
to the affairs beyond thq 4!ps : he orcJer^^jt hp,^ 
ever, four cardinals to remain at Avignon, to 
v^m he gave full powcr^ for them to aft in all 
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rclpcds, excepting fome papal cafes, which he 
had not the power to delegate out of his own 
hands. 

When the duke found that neither reafon nor 
entreaties could prevail with his holincfs to remain 
where he was, he took leave of him, and faid at 
his departure ; * Holy father, you are going into 
a country, and among people by whom you arc 
but little loved. You leave the fountain of f^th^ 
and a kingdom wherein the church has more piety 
and excellence than in all the reft of the world. 
By this aftion of yours, the church may fall into 
great tribulation -, for fhould you die in that coun-. 
try (which is but too probable, as your phyficians 
declare) thefe Romans, who are a ftrange people 
and traitors^ will be lords and mafters of all the 
cardinals, whom they will force to tlcA a pope ac*» 
cording to their wilhcs.' 

Notwithftanding thefe ipeeches and reafons, he 
would not put off his journey, but fet out and ar^ 
rived at Marfeilles, where the g^eys of Genoa 
had been ordered to wait for hjim. The duke of 
Anjou returned to Touloufe*, 

Pope Gregory embarked at Marfeilles wth a 
numerous attendance, and a favourable wind 
landed him at Genoa. After having re-viduaUed 
his galleys^ he again embarked, and, making (ai) 
for Rome, difeml>arked not far from it« 



^"^•^ 



* Denys Sauvage t^ys in a note, th^t it was after tl^s xttqni 
to Tonloafe, he un4trtook tl^ expedition jnentioned in die btiiid 
chapter of this volume. 
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f You muft know, that the Romans were ex- 

ceedingly rejoiced at his arrival : the confuls and 
all the principal nobility of Rome went out to meet 
him on horfeback with great pomp, and con* 
dufted him with triumph into that city. He took 
up his refidence in the Vatican, and often vifitcd a 
church within Rome which he was much attached 
to, and to which he had made many confiderable 
additions : it was called Santa Maria Maggiore. 
He died foon after his arrival in this fame church, 
in which he was buried, and there lies. His ob- 
fequics were performed in a magnificent manner, 
as was becoming fo eminent a perfonage. 

The cardinals, Ihortly after the death of pope 
Gregory, aflcmbled in conclave at the Vatican. 
As foon as they had met to eleft a pope, accord- 
ing to the ufual modes, who might be worthy and 
of fervice to the church, the Romans coUefted in 
great numbers, in the fuburbs of St. Peter : they 
were, including all forts, upwards of thirty thou- 
fand, encouraging each other to do mifchief, if 
things did not go according to their wifhes. They 
came frequently before the conclave, and faid j 
^ Liften to us, /my lords cardinals: allow us to 
eleft a pope : you are too long about it. Chufe a 
Roman, for we will not have one of any other 
country : if you Ihall eledt another, neither the* 
Roman people nor the confuls will confider him as 
pope, and you will run a rifk of being all put to 
death.' 

The cardinals heard thefe words, and being in 
the power of the Romans, were not at their cafe, 

noi? 
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nor aflured of their lives : they therefore appeafed 
their anger as well as they could. The wickcd- 
nefs of the Romans arofe to fuch a height 
that thofe who were ncareft the conclave 
broke in, to frighten the cardinals, in order that 
they might the fooner decide in favour of him 
whom they wilhed. The cardinals were much 
alarmed, fearing they would all be put to deaths 
and fled, fome one way, fome another. 

The Romani however, would not fuffcr them 
to depart, but collefted them again together 
whether they would or not. ' The cardinals, find- 
ing themfclves in their power and in great danger, 
made quickly an end of the bufinefs, to appeafe 
the people ; and, though it was not done through 
devotion, yet they made a good cledlion of a very 
devout man, a Roman, whom pope Urban V. 
had raifed to the purple : he was called the Car- 
dinal of St. Peter. 

This eleftion pleafed the Romans exceedingly^ 
and the good man had all the rights attached to 
the papacy ; but he only lived three days, and I 
will tell you the reafon. The Romans, being dc- 
firous of having a pope . from their own nation^ 
were fo much rejoiced at the eleftion falling as it 
had done on the cardinal of St. Peter, that they 
took the good man, who was at leaft one hundred 
years of age, and placing him on a white mule, 
carried him in triumph for fuch a length of time, 
through Rome, out of wickednefs and in exulta- 
tion of their viftory over the cardinals by having 
gained a Roman pope, that the fatigue was too 

much 
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much for him. On the third day, he took to 
bis bed> and died, and was buried in the church 
of St. Peter. 

The cardinals were much vexed at the death of 
the pope ; for, as they faw things were taking s 
wrong turn, they had determined, dining the Hfo 
ef this pope, to have diflembled with the Roinaiis> 
for two or three years, and to fix the feat df 
the church elfewhere than at Rome, at Naples 
w Genoa, out of the power of the Romans* 
This would have been carried into execi^on, 
but the pontifPs death deranged every thing. 
The cardinals aifTembled in conclave in gre^i 
danger than before ; for the populace coUefled in 
large bodies before St. Peter's, fhewing plainly 
that they would not fcruple to deftroy them unkfi 
they elected a pope according to their pleafuie^ 
They kept crying out before the conclave,. ' Coiv. 
lider, my lords cardinals ; confider well what you 
are about, and give us a R(»nan. pope, who will re- 
fide among us ; otherwife we will make ypur heads 
mweh redder than your hats.* 

Such fpeeches and menaces frightened the car* 
£nds, for they wilhed rather to die confoflors 
than martyrs : to free themfelves frofn all danger, 
they began to deliberate on the choice of a pope, 
but it foil not on one of their brotherKrardinals. 
They elefted the archbiflxop of Bari, a very learned 
man, who had laboured much for the church. 
With this promotion to the papacy -the Romans 
were fatisfied. 
The cardinal of Geneva put Us head out of one 
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of the windows of the conclave, and, calling out 
aloud to the Roman populace, faid, ' Be appeafed> 
for you have a Roman pontiff, Bartholomew Prig- 
nano archbiftiop of Bari/ 

The people unanimoufly anfwered, * We arc 
fatisfied/ 

The archbifhop was not at this moment at 
Rome, but, as I believe, at Naples. He was 
immediately f^nt for, and, being much picafed at 
the event, came dire£tly to Rome to fliew himfelf 
to the cardinals. 

On his arrival, great leafts were made: he 
was elevated, and had all the powers of the papacy. 
He took the name of Urt^n VL This name was 

Tery Ratifying to the Romans, on account o( 

Urban V. who had much loved them. 

His elevation was publUhed in all the churchet 

in Chriftendom, and made knowi^ to the difierent 

potentates, emperors^ kings, dvkes' and earis. 

The cardinals wrote ^fa to their fiiends, to in^ 

form them that they had choien a pope by a 

good and fair eleAion, of which feveral repented 

afiierwards. 
This pope renewed all the graces and pardons 

which his predeceflbr had given, fo that divers 

left their own countries and repw'ed to Rome to 

feceive them. 
We will now for a while leave this matter, and 

Kpixxjt to the principal object of our h^ry^^ the 
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CHAP. LXXV. 

THE KING OF NAVARRE SENDS AMEASSADORS 
TO FRANCE, IN HOPES OF REGAINING POS^ 
SESSION OF HIS CHII^DREN,— ^-TWO OF HIS 
PEOPLE ARE CONVICTED OF HAVING AT- 
T£MPT|:D to POISON THE ^ING OF FRANCE. ' 

f 

XrOU have before heard, that after the death 
^ of the queen of Navarre, fifter to the king 
pf France, there were many perfons who, from 
love to one aijd hatred to the other, had declared! 
that the inheritance of the children of the king of 
Navarre, which had fallen to them on their ^mo-i 
tiler's deceafe, was legally their due; and that 
the king of France, their uncle by the mothcr'sf 
' fide, had a right to the guardianihip of them^ 
and the rpanagement, in f their name, of all the 
lands which the king of Navarre held in Nor-» 
mandy, until his nephews fhould be pf age*. 

The king of Navarre was fulpicious of fbme- 
thing being propofed like to the above, for he 
was well acquainted with the laws and cuftoms of 
France. He therefore determined to fend the 
bifhop of Pampeluna and fir Martin de \Zi 



' * Denys Saavage fays, in a marginal note, that he does not 
underhand this ; for the kings of Navarre, from father to ibi^ 
were the legal inheritors of the county of Evreax ; nor how 
the children could claim any right from their mother. 
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*XJarra into France, to entreat the king in the cnbft 
•amicable manner, that out of love to him; he 
•would fend him his two fohs, Charles and Peter; 
and that, if it were not agreeable to the king to 
allow of both coming to him, heat leaft would 
let him have Charles, for a treaty of marriage 
was in contemplation between him and the 

^daughter of king Henry of Caftille. He refolved, 
notwithftanding this embafly to France, to order 

'his caftles in Normandy to be fecrctly infpefted 
'and reinforced, that the French might not fcizc 
them ; for, if they were not ftrengthened in every 
refpeft, they might do fo ; and, fhould they once 
*get pofleffion, he could not regain them when ht 
pleafed. 

He made choice, for this bufinefs, of two 

• valiant men at arms of Navarre, in whom he had 

'great confidence, whofe names were Peter de BafiUe 

' and Ferrando. 

*■ The bifhop of Pampeluna and fir Martin de la 
Carra arrived in France, and had long conferences 
with the king, to whom, with much reverence, 
they recommended the king of Navarre, and en- 
treated of him that he would fufFer his two fons to 
depart. The king replied, that he would confider 
of it- 

They afterwards received an anfwer in the king's 
name, his majefty being prefent, that ^ the king 
wiflied to have his nephews, the children of Na- 
varre, near him: that they could not be any 

'where better placed : and that the king of Navarre 
ought to prefer their being with their uncle, the 

king 
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king of ^rancc^ to any other pcrfbn : that lie 
would not allow cither of them to leave him, but 
would keep them near his perfon> and form them 
a magnificent cftabliihmcnt^ fuitabk to their 
Tank as fons of a king, and his own nephews/ 
This was all they could obtain. 
> Daring the time thefe ambafladors were m 
Fiance^ Peter de BafHle and Ferrando arrived at 
Cherbourg with many ftores. Thefe two vifited/ 
by orders of the king of Navarre^ the whole county 
of Evreux, renewed the officers, and placed others 
in the different forts, according to dieir pleafure. 

The bifhop of Pampeluna and fir Martin de la 
Carra returned to Navarre, and related to the king^ 
whom they met at Tudelle*, all that had pafled 
in France. The king was not well plcafed that 
he could not have his children, and conceived a 
violent hatred againil the king of France, which he 
would have fhewn if he had had the power ; but he 
was incapable of hurting that kingdom, and befides 
he had not formed any alliances. He thought it, 
therefore, better to difTemble, undl he fhould have 
greater caufe of complaint, and more real evils be^ 
done unto him. 

The king of France and his council received in- 
formation that the king of Navarre was reinforcing 
all the caftles and towns in Normandy, which he 
called his own; and they knew not what to think 
pf his conduft. 

At this dme there was a fecret armament formed 
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in England, of two thoufand men at arms, who 
were embarked, but without any horfes, of which 
the duke of Lancafter and earl of Cambridge were 
the commanders. 

The Normans, hearing of it, had informed the 
king of France that this expedition was certainly 
intended for the coafts of Norraandy> but they 
could not fay whither it had failed. Others f^p- 
pofed it to have been undertaken by the advice of 
the k ing of Navarre, who meant to deliver up to 
the Englifii his ftrong places in Normandy. 

The king of France was alfo told». that he mcft 
Jiaften his preparations, if he wifhed to be mailer 
of thefe caftles, and that it had been too long de- 
.layed ; for, if the Englifh ihould once gain them^ 
they would be enabled to harafs France very itiuchi 
and thty could not obtain a more convenient en* 
.trance into the kingdom than by being poileflors of 
the towns and cailles of die king of Navarre. 

Two fccrctaries of the king of Navarre were 
arrefted in France, a lawyer and a fquire : the 
name of the firft was Peter du Tertre, and the 
other James de Rue : they were condufted to Paris 
for examination, and were found fo intimately con^ 
neded with the king of Navarre's intentions of 
poifoning the king of France that they were con* 
demned to death, and were executed and (quartered 
at Pari$ accordingly. 
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CHAP. LXXVI. 

THE KING OF FRANCE ORDERS THE POSSESSIONS 
OF THE KING OF NAVARRE TO BE SEIZED, AS 

WELL IN NORMANDY AS IN LANGUEDOC. THE 

KING OF NAVARRE FORMS AN ALLIANCE 
WITH THE ENGLISH.— THE TERMS OF THAT 
ALLIANCE. 

'T^HESE machinations and wicked attempts of 
^ the king of Navarre were fo numerous that 
the king of France fwore he would not undertake 
any thing before he had driven him out of Norr 
mandyi and had gained pofleflion, for his nephewsj 
of every town and cattle which the king of Navarre 
held there. 

Every day brought frefti information, and worfc 
news refpefting the king-of Navarre, to the palace 
of king Charles. It was currently teportcd that 
the duke of Lancafter was to give his daughter 
Catharine to the king of Navarre, who, in return, 
was to deliver up to him the whole county of 
Evreux. 

Thefe reports were readily believed in France, 
for the king of Navarre had but few friends there. 
The king of France, at this period, went to refidc 
at Rouen, where he had fummoned a large body of 
men at arms, and had given the command of it to 
the lords de Coucy and de la Riviere, who advan- 
ced to Bayeux, a city in Normandy attached to 

Navarre. 



S69 

Navattc. Thefe barons had with them the lord 
Charjes and lord Peter, the two fons of the king 
of Natarre, to (hew to the whole country and to 
the county of Evreux, that the war they were tarry- 
ing on was in behalf of thefe children, and for th6 
inheritance which belonged to them in right of 
chcir mother, and which the king of Navarre 
wrongfully withheld. 

However, thd greater part of the men at arms 
were fo much attached to the king of Navarre, 
that they would not quit his fervice : the Navarrois 
who were collefted in Bayeux, as well as thofe 
whom he had fent thither, maintained the war for 
him handfomely. 

The king of France ordered commiflioners to 
MontpelUer, to leize all the lands and lordfhips 
which were in the poffeflxon of the king of 
Navarre. 

When thefe commiflioners, fir William des 
Dormans and fir John le Mcrcier, were arrived at 
Montpellier, they fent for the principal inhabi-^ 
tants, to whom they ihewed their inftruftions. 

Thofe of Montpellier obeyed. Indeed it was 
ncceflary for them to do fo ; for had they afted 
otherwife they would have fufFercd for it, as the 
duke of Anjou and the conftable of France had 
entered their territories with a confiderable force, 
who withed for nothing better than to carry the 
war thither. 

Two knights of Normandy, governors of Mont* 
pettier for the king of Navarre, were made pri- 
foners by orders of the king of France, as were 
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alfo fir Guy dc Gravillc and fir Ligcr d'Argcfi, 
who remained a long time in confinement. Thus 
was the town of Montpellier and all the barony 
feized by the French. 

We will now return to the army of Normandy, 
and relate how the lords de Coucy and de la Ri-^ 
viere went on. They advanced to^Bayeux, :and? 
laid fiege to it. The garrilon-towns of Navarre 
had clofcd their gates againft the French, and 
fliewed no intentions of fpeedily furrenderingithem/ 

When the king of Navarre heard that the Ffencb 
had feized the town and territory of MontpelHer, 
and that a large army was in the county of Evreux, 
where they were pillaging and deftroying his towns 
and caftif s, he held many conferenqes on thefe 
fubjefts with thofe in \vhom he placed th^-greateft 
truft. It was determined in thefe councils, that a« 
he could not receive any afTiftance but frorti Eng- 
land, he fliould fend thither a perfon in whom he 
confided, with credential letters, to know if the 
young king Richard and his council were willing 
to form an alliance with him, and to afflire them, 
that from henceforward he would fwcar to be 
true and loyal to the Englilh, and would place ia 
their hands all the caftles which he poflcUed in 
Normandy. 

To execute this cmbafTy to England, he called 
to him a lawyer in whom he greatly trufted, and 
iaid to him ; * Mafter Pafchal, you will itt out 
for England, and manage fo as to return to me with 
good news, for from this day forward I will be 
fteady in my alliance with the Englifli/ 

. Mailer 
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Maftcr Pafchal prepared to do what he had been; 
ordered i and, having made himfelf ready, he 
embarked, made fail, and landed in Cornwall, and 
from thence journeyed on until he arrived at 
Sheen, near London, where the king rcfided. He 
approached his pcrfon, and recommended to his 
majefty his lord the king of Navarre. 

The king entertained him handfomely. There 
were prefcnt the earl of Salifbury and fir Simon 
£|Urley, who entered into the converfation and an- 
fwered for the king, faying his majefty would 
Ihortly come to London, and fummon his council 
on 4 day fixed on between jthem. 

Maftcr Pafchal, at this council, informed the 
king of all that he had been charged to fay : he 
harangued fb ably and eloquently that he was 
liftened to with pleafure. The council for the 
king replied, that the offers which the king of 
Navarre had made were worth attending to j but 
that, in order to form fo extenfive an alliance as 
the king of Navarre was defirous of making, it 
would be necefTary for him to come over himfelf, 
that he might more fully explain every thing, for 
the affair fecmed well deferring of it. 

On this, the council broke up, and mafter Paf- 
chal returned to Navarre, when he related to the 
king that the young king of England and his coun- 
cil were defirous of feeing^ him. The king re- 
plied, he would go thither, and ordered a veffej, 
called a lin *, to be prepared, which fails with all 
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• lin^-— a felucca, pr (mall frigate.— Du C a k g b. 
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winds, and without danger. He embarked on 
board this vcflcl, with a fmall attendance: h^, 
however, took with him fir Martin dc la Caira 
and mafter Pafchal. 

The king of France, fome little time befbre ht 
ict out for Rouen, had conceived a great Tmtmi 
againft the king of Navarre : he was infbfdfied 
fecretly, by fome of his houfehold, of all his ne- 
gotiations with England : in cohfcquence, he hafl 
managed fo well with king Henry of CaftiHe, ftit 
he had fcnt the king of Navarre his defiance, iAQ, 
had commenced a fevcre war againft him. 

The king of Navarre had therefore, before Ks 
embarkation, left the vifcount de Caftillon, the 
lord de Lcftrac, fir Peter de Vienne and Bafcle, 
with a large body of men at arms, as well from 
his own country as from the county of Foix, with 
orders to defend his kingdom and his forts againft 
the Spaniards. 

He embarked widi a very favourable wind, 
which landed him in Cornwall; from whence Tfc 
journeyed until he came toWindibr, where king 
Richard and his council were. He was receiveB 
there with great joy ; for they thought they might 
gain much from him in Normandy, more efpeci- 
ally the caftle of Cherbourg, ivhich the EngHlh 
were very defirous of poflefling. 

The king of Navarre explained to the king of 
England and his council, in a clear manner^ with 
eloquent language, his ^ants, and his reafohs fbr 
comingi fo that he was willingly attended to, aiid 
««ceivcd fuch pfomifes of fuCcoiir that he Vas well 

fatisfied. 
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{%t\sfi^d* I will inform you what treaties were en- 
tered into between the two kings. 

The king of Navarre engaged to remain for 
ever true and loyal to the Englilh, and never to 
make any peace with" the kings of France or 
C^IHUe without the confcnt of the king of Eng- 
land. He engaged to put the caftle of Cherbourg 
ipto the hands of the king of England, who was 
U> guard it for three years at his own cofts and 
charges, but the lordfliip and fovereignty of it; 
were to remain in the king of Navarre. If the 
Engliih fhould be able, by force of arms, to gain 
my of the towns or caftles w,hich the king of 
Navarre then had in Normandy, from the French, 
they were to remain with the Engliih j the lord- 
fljip, however, refting in the king of Navarre*. 

. The Engliih were much pleafed with thefc 
terms, becaufe they gained a good entrance to 
France through Normandy, which was very con- 
venient for them. 

The king of England promifcd to fend, at this 
feafon, a thoufand fpears and two thoufand archers, 
by the river Gironde from Bourdeaux to Biy- 
onne j and thefe men at arms were to enter Na- 
varre, and make war on the king of Caaille. 
They were not to quit the king nor the kingdom 

I J jj m J. " I I ' ' ■ ■ ■ ■! ■ ■ i 1^1 ■■ 

• Sec Rymcr — for the pafTport to the king of Navarre, and 
t^ treaty u length, an. rcg. Ric. II. 

The paiTport for Charles of Nftvarre is dated a year later than 
Froiflart mentions. It is in Rymer dated the 12th Augull, 
kom the manor of Clarendon, 1 370, to continue to the leatt 
of St. Joh^ Baptiit following, . for five hvndred peHbas. 
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of Navarre fo long as there fliould be war between 
the kings of Navarre and Caftille. But thefe men 
at arms and archers, on entering the territories of 
Navarre, were to be paid and clothed by the king 
of Navarre as was becoming them, and on the 
fame footing as the king of England was accuf- 
tomed to pay his foldiers. 

Different treaties, alliances and regulations were 
drawn up, figned, fealed and fworn to, between 
the kings of England and Navarre, which were 
tolerably well obferved, In this council, the king 
named fuch members as were ordered to Nor- 
mandy, and thofe who were to go to Navarre : 
becaufe neither the duke of Lancafter, the earl of 
Cambridge, nor the duke of Brittany, were pre- 
fent at thefe treaties, it was refolved to fend copies 
fealed to them, in ord?r that they might hafteq to 
invade Normandy, 






CHAP. LXXVII. 



THE LORDS DE COUCY AND'DE LA RIVIERB 
TAKE SEVERAL PLACES IN THE COUNTY OF 
5VREUX, FROM THE KING OF NAVARRE- 

TZ"ING Charles of France, being wife and fubtle 
'*'^ (as his whole life plainly fhewed), had re- 
ceived information of the armament in England, 
but was ignorant, whither it w^ to fail, to Norr 

inandy 
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mandy or Brittany. On account of thcfe doubts, 
he had kept in the latter country a large body of 
men at arms, under the command of the lords de 
Cliflbn, de Laval, the vifcount de Rohan, the 
Jords de Beaumanoir and de Rochefort. They 
had bcfiegcd Breft by block-houfes only, to pre- 
vent any provifion from entering. 

The governor of Breft was a valiant Engliih 
fquire called James Clerk. 

Now, becaufe the king of France knew of the 
king of Navarre's voyage to England, in the 
hopes of forming an alliance with his adverfary 
the king of England, he fufpefted that this naval 
armament would land in Normandy, and feize by 
force thofe caftles which belonged to the king of 
Navarre : he therefore in hafte fent orders to the 
lords de Coucy and de la Riviere, ftating to them 
his fufpicioris, with orders to conquer, by the 
fpeedieft modes poffible, all caftles, more particu- 
larly fuch as were near to the fea-coafts, by force 
or by negotiation. He knew that Cherbourg was 
not eafy to be taken, and alfo th^t it could not be 
reinforced on the land fide. 

The king of France had likewife ordered large 
bodies of men at arms to Valognes* from the 
lower parts of Brittany. Sir Oliver du Guefciin 
commanded the Bretons ; and the lord d'lvoy and 
fir Perceval were the leaders of the Normans. 

■ • * » » • • "• 

^ Valognes,— 4 town in Normandy j it lies between Ciier* 
bourg 4nd Carentan. 
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The lords dc Coucy and dc la Riviere had bc- 
ficged the city of Baycux with a great forcej, which, 
was daily incrcafing from the additions the king 
of France was fending to them from all quarters, 
Bayeux is a handfome and ftrong city nfcar rfie fca> 
which at that time belonged to the king of Na* 
varre. The citizens (finding themfclvcs thus be- 
fieged by their neighbours, who told them, that if 
the town were taken by ftorm, they would all in- 
evitably be dcftroyed, both men and women^^ and 
the town re-peopled with another fet of inhala^ 
tants,) began to be fcrioufly alarmed^ They fav 
no appearance of alliftance coming to them, hut, 
on the contrary, found themfclves in oppofition to 
the lord Charles de Navarre, to whom the county 
of Evreux belonged, in right of fucceffion to Ws 
late mother. The inhabitants alfo liftened to the 
harangues of the lords de Coucy and de la Riviere, 
who, with impreffive language, fhewed them the 
dangers into which they were running : knowing 
likewife that their bilbop was well inclined towards 
the French, they thought, confidering all things, 
it would be much better for them to furrender 
their city from afFeftion, as they were.requifedto 
do by the above mentioned lords, than to remain 
in fuch peril. 

The inhabitants of Bayeux demanded a truce for 
three days ; during which time, a treaty^ was fo 
far concluded that the lords de Coucy and de la 
Riviere entered the city, and took poffeffion of it 
for the king of France, as his acknowledged com- 
miifaries. 

The 
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The attomey*gencral was fent thither on the part 
of the children of Navarre, who were preient 
during all the negotiations. 

The two lords renewed aU the officers of the 
city, and, for fear of a rebellion, left a body of 
good men at arms : they then marched off to lay 
fiege to Carentan, a handfome and ftrong town 
iituated on the fea-Ihore, and in the diftri£b of 
Gaen. 

The inhabitants of Carcntan were without any 
governor of note : indeed, they had not had one 
fuice fir Eultace d'Ambredcourt, who had been 
their governor for four years, and had died there ; 
fo that they had not any to look to for advice but 
thcmfdvcs : they knew alfo that die admiral of 
France, fir John dc Viennc, in conjunction with 
the Spanilh admiral and a large force, were before 
Cherbourg, but were ignorant of the treaties of 
the king of Navarre, as well as unacquainted with 
the refuk of his journey to England. 

They were attacked every day in two different 
manners ; by words and arms ; for the lords de 
Coucy and de la Riviere were very anxious to gain 
this town, andfucceedcd in Winning it by capitu- 
lation: they put it under the obedience of the 
king of France, referving the rights of the two 
ions of the king of Navarre. 

Thcfc lords of France readily granted very h- 
vourable terms, in order co get pofleiTion of fuch 
toAvns and caftles as they wanted by the moft ex- 
peditious means. They took pofleflion of Caren- 
tan, reinforcing it with men at arms : they then 
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departed, and cam€ before the caftle of Moli- 
oeaiix*, which in thi:ec days capitulated. They 
advanced to Conchesf, and encamped on the 
banks of the beautiful river Orne, which runs by 
Caen, and there refrelhed themfelves, until they 
knew the inclinations of the inhabitants, who 
Ihortly furrendered on term 5 ; for the lords de 
Goucy and de la Riviere having the heir of Navarre 
with them gave a good colour tQ their pit)cced-. 
ings. 

However, when any town or caftle furrendered 
itfclf to the king of France, or to his commifla^ 
ries, there was a condition in the treaty, that all 
thbfe who chofe to depart might go wherever they 
pleafed : thofe who did depart only went to Ev-r 
reux, of which Ferrando, a Navarrpisi, was go- 
vernor. 

After the conqueft of Conches, which was 
gained, as you have heard, by treaty, they ad- 
vanced before PaflyJ, where there was an affault : 
many were killed and wounded on both fide§. That 
fame day the caftle furrendered to thq king of 
France : they then marched away. In fliort, aU 
that the king of Navarre poffcffed in Normandy 
furrendered, excepting Evreux and Cherbourg. 
When they had won different fmall forts, and placed 
the whole country under the obedience of the king 
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* Molineaux>— a village in- Normandy^ eIe£^ion of Caen, 
f Conchesj-— a market town in Normaifidy^ear Evreux. 
X Pafly,— -a town in Normandy, four leagues from Evreux. 
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of Prance, they kid fiegc to Evreux, which Wat / 
cut off from any communication with Cherbourg. 

In Evreux, there was, according to cuftom» 
the ftrongeft garrifon of Navarrois in Normandy j 
and the inhabitants never perfeftly loved any other 
lord but the king of Navarre. The place was 
clofely befieged. It held out for a long time ; for 
Ferrando the governor, performed in pcrfon 
ieveral gallant deeds of arms. 

About this time the king of Navarre, being re- 
turned to his own country, cxpeftcd to have had 
fome afliftance from the Englifh ; but it does not 
appear that he had any fuccours from them, for 
the duke of Lancafter and the earl of Cambridge^ 
befb|e thefe treaties had been entered on, had ex- 
perienced very contrary winds for their voyage tq 
Normandy, and fo numerous a levy as had been 
ordered of four thoufand men at arms and eight 
thoufand archers could not immediately be aflem- 
blcd at Southampton, where they were to embark. 
It was St. John Baptift's day before they were aU 
colle6lcd and had failed from England. The earl 
of Saiifbury and fir John Arundel were ftill at 
Plymouth, who ought to have reinforced Breft 
and Hpnnfbon* 5 but they had wanted wind, fo 
that they jojned the duke of Lancafter and e rl of 
Cambridge's army, 

They landed on the ifle of Wight, where they 
remained fome time waiting for intelligence, and 
to know wRether theylhould fail for Norn landy or 

* Henaebon. Denys Sauvage thinks it iliould be Aabray, 
or Deryal, inflead of Henneboa. 
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\lrittany : they there learnt that the French ffeet 
was at lea, on which fir John Arundel was ordered 
tack to Southanipton^ with two hundred men at 
arms and four hundred archers^ to defend that 
place* 
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CHAP. LXXVIIL 



tHE I>UK£ OP ANJOV RETAINS LARGE BODIES OF 
MEN AT ARMS AGAINST THE ENGLISH.— *-THl 
SPANIARDS LAY SIEGE TO BAYOKNE. 

/^N account of the information the king of 
^^ France had received from the Normans, that 
the Englilh were in great force at fea, but doubt- 
ful whither it was dircAed : he had iffued a fpecial 
fummons throughout his realm for every knight 
and fquire, according to his degree, to keep him- 
lelf fully prepared to march to whatever part he 
ihould be ordered. 

The duke of Anjou had alfo, at this period, re- 
tained large bodies of men at arms from all quar- 
ters, with the intention of laying fiege to Bour- 
deaux. He had with him his brother the duke of 
Berry, the conftable of France, and all the flower 
of knighthood from Gafcony, Auvergne, Poitou 
and Limoufin. In order to carry their enterprize, 
he had raifed an immenfe army, and had alfo, 
' with the con&nt of the king of France, coUefted 
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t#6 hundfH dioufatid francs ia Languedoc j But hib 
c^ttkl ^ot ftt prefcnt undertake this fiege, far the 
kmg of FraiKie Jiaid recalled the duke of Berr^» tht 
conilable and other barons^ on whofe aflUlance 
lie had dcpe^ed, as it was well kno'i^ the 
Ei^lifh were^ at fca, but uncertain in what part of 
the kingdom they would attempt to . land. 

Notwithftanding this expei^don from Languedoc 
had failed^ the poor people who had been fp hard 
preffed to paly fucb large fums were never repaid 
any part. 

The king of Caftille^ about this time, laid iieg^ 
CO Bayoxme with full twenty thoufand Spailiards and 
CaftiHians : he began the fiege in the winter^ and 
continued it through that whole feafon. Many 
gallaift' deeds were performed there by fea and 
land, for Roderigo le Roux, don Fernando dc 
CafliUe, Ambrofe de Boccanegra and Peter Bafclc^ 
lay at anchor bcfqre Bayonne with two hundred 
vddelsi and gavt fufficiency of employment to its 
inhabitants. The governor of the town at the 
jtime was a right valiant knight from England 
called fir Matthew Gournay. 

His good fcnfe and prowefs were, as I have 
been informed, of great afliftancc to the townfmen. 
I have heard from fome of thofe who were be- 
fiegf d, that the Spaniards would have fucceedcd 
in their attempt on Bayonne* had not a great motv 
talicy uBlifbcd their army, fo that out of tive whb 
were t^ken ill three died. 

King Heniy had with him a necromancer from 
Toledo, who declaicd that the whole air was poi- 

foncd 
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ibned and corruptod, tnd that no remedy could be 
kad for it without rifldng the death of all. In con-^ 
fequciice of tKis decifion^ the khig broke up the 
fiege; but the Spaniards and Bretbns had con^ 
quercd a number of fmall forts and caftles in th^ 
adjacent country, into which they entered ; and 
the king went to rcfrcfh himfelf at la Coulongne*. 
Hejfenc his conftable^ with ten thoufand men^ to 
lay fiege to Pampeluna* 

In that city were the vifcount de Caftillon, the 
lord de Lefcut and le Bafcle, with two hundred 
lances in the whole, who carefully guarded the 
place. The king of Navarre, who had but lately 
returned from England, refided at Tudclle, impa- 
tiently cxpcfting the fuccours which were to come 
to him from England, and which indeed haft been 
ordered; for, by direftions from the king and 
council, the lord Neville and fir Thomas de 
Termes f were at Plymouth, or in that neigh- 
bourhood, with about one thoufand men at arms 
and two thoufand archers, and were laying in their 
ftores for the voyage to Bourdcaux t but they had 
not met with a paflage according their wiflies. 

With regard to the great army under the com- 
mand of the duke of Lancafter, at laft it landed 
near to. St. Malo : news of which was foon carried 
-to the Breton lords of the French p^ty, and im- 
mediately the vifcount de Belliere, fir Henry de 
Malatrait and the lord de Combor left their habi- 

* La Coulongne. Sala calls it Calongne. Q;^ if not Orogne. 
t DcTcilttes. (^ Sir Thomas Trivet. 
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tations, and flung themfelves into St. Malo with 
two hundred men at arms, to the great joy of Mor- 
fonace the governor, who otherwife would have 
been hardly pufhed. 
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